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Tbbse TolumsB may be vegai'ded, id some respect, 
as a continuntion of wliat baa boeu alreiidy laid befoiv 
tlie reader in the earlier portion of iMs miscellany. 
The losaes of the Autelope, Pundoro, and M«<luaa, as 
well as the peiiU d' Madame Godln, and tlte captivity 
of De BrisBon, were published somo time a^'O.' The 
present narratives of the same nature have been drawn 
£rom valid authorities, British and foreign, and have 
been condeoBed, in order, vhile nothing material is 
omitted, to bring intu tho sma11e;it compass as much 
interesting matter as possible. Thus they continue 
a record of 'lbs lortltude, patience, and suffering of 
gallant seamen nnder jierils, oftentimes beyond ex- 
ample in human endurance. 

Both voluines have been arrongod chronologioally, 
the second only as fiir as respects its own contente, 
but the first with tt view to complete as far as possible 
tliose oceanic disasters most northy of attention, 
which, owing to the nature of the chmate, bear a J 
peculiar charocter, 

HI It has been thought best to avoid as mucti ^s, Y^ft- 
liUe awakenii^ symjiathy in the leaiet a iavr&,\>1 
aay display oClangaage, for tlie ainip\eal ■n«CTa''x'^ * 
sacb caJamitieB irill kindle a consentaneowa fefiisa^ 
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in every lji»om. The most unimaginative will be 
alive tu the miafortuoeB of the mm-iner, awl to tlie 
manl}' virtues of nhicli they may call forth the ills- 
play. Again and again nohle pictures of mental 
elevation, fielf-dnnial, and heroic devotion occur, which 
cast a redeeming Ught upon the darker shades of 
human character. Here may be Been that courage 
in danger, defiance in Hufiering, and unflinching per- 
severance, which, when applied in defence of the 
national honour, have cast upon the annals of England 
the more unsullied portion of their glory. Here the 
reader may turn from the dotage of cabinets, the 
imbecility of courts, and the frivoUties of modern 
society, to the heailhy contemplation of scenes which 
will oftentimes call forth the admiration of the philo- 
sophic obBerver of mankind, exhibiting a grandeur of 
individual character at the hour of trial that must 
be honoured, and cannot be flattered. 

The narratives of a similar kind that remain un- 
collected are numerous, and none deserve to perish. 
All classes of readers may peruse them with profit. 
Even the seaman himself may learn from those who 
have suffered by such misfortunes, the resources 
of which others availed themselves in escaping &am 
wrecks, and prolonging life on inhospitable shores, o^ 
he may see how to avoid errors, which imder such 
circumstances proved doubly disastrous. 

Cyhhs RsnniNG. 
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It may be justly questioned whethflr any situatioa in. 
which man can be placed by mLsfQrtune demiaids a 
lotUei exhibition of the heroic virtues than ship- 
wreck. If the seaman escape the taiy of the wares, 
danger ia frequently to he combated aftenvards 
in a inriety of appalling forms. The Crush of the 
iceberg— the anguish of frost-bitten limbs— the death- 
EJeep of cold— the weapon of the savage, fumiiie, can- 
nibaUsm, and diaesse, may each, or all of them, bo 
marshalled to try the fortitude of the most intrepid, 
or wither the strength of the hardiest. Northern 
seas and polar latitudes carry additiooBX &a.T\.^&t% \n 
iiggravale the misery of tho caalavfa^, V'iviYi^ ^'4^, 
racloristica peculiar to themselves. WUew ftvB tosi-cvAiiM 



ia thrown upon shores inhabited by the bear and the 
fos alone, where the sterile earth ia covered deeply 
with snow for nine months in the year, and the sum- 
mer sun may partially thaw, but cannot fecundate the 
miserable and scanty soil so as U> make it produce the 
lowhest herb that yields sustenance to man, the suf- 
ferings of the seaman are oftentimes only be^n. 
He may be flung upon icebergs, and drift about at 
the mercy of the winds. He may be compelled to 
enist on a surface many degrees colder than the 
freezing point, covered only with his shattered sail, 
until the mass melt away into the ocean from whence 
it arose; and with it he too may disappear in the great 
deep. Famine may add its rigours to the cold upon 
the glacial island, and extinguish life after intense 
agony ; gallant men have thus closed their exist- 
ence. Vessels and their cargoes have been lifted out 
of the sea upon ice-fields uninjured, but more fre- 
quently have been crushed to pieces, and buried 
beneath the fmgraonts of mightier masses that have 
come in collision, and with them have perished nearly 
all their ill-fated crews. 

Tlic records of the northern fishorios in every mari- 
time nation abound with narratives calculated to ex- 
cite the strongest sympathy. There is not, in the 
whole circle of earthly calamity, any accident to be 
found in which the quantity of human suffering is at 
times greater. The manly frame of the northern 
seaman has struggled with it inch by inch ; he has 
inetit, aatnoaoHal (resides could have done, withhold 
i^naiacbing froRt, and hns periBbcd "infti ftie cini.- 
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i that he has endured well that calamity, 
which, if il had been given to man to combat su(i< 
cessfullj', he himself had successfully resisted. In a 
lattd where tULture haa lost her wonted eoergiea, or 
c<»)ceiitrated them in horrora^where her accuslomeil 
benevolence set^aa lost in the tltrilling stillness which 
overspreads creation, and the variety which inorits 
her in more genial climes is changed to a never- 
ending and monotonous struggle between heat and 
cold, darkness and light — the difficulty of supporting 
anim^ life is proportionahly enhanced. The miser- 
able food of the natives, if the climate be nut too 
for north to allow of man esisting at all, must he 
drawn from the ocean, or consist of the chance pro- 
duct of its shores. The morse, seal, and whole, are the 
com, wine, and oil of the lauds upon which the Green - 
landers and Esquimaux live. The sailor of southern. 
chmateB, cast by shipwreck upon such shores, must 
consider himself fortunate if he prolong a miser- 
ahle existence upon such coarse and nauseous fore. 
But that furc is frequently not tu be obtained, and 
then moss or lichen most supply its place until the 
lamp of life will no longer bum. Suffering, in such a 
Iftnd, must be still more bitter, where all around re- 
sponds to the deepest misery. There " everything 
is solitary, everything is sterile, everything sad and 
despondent. The shadowy forest no longer adorns tho 
hrowof the hill; the singing of birds, which enlivens 
even the woods of Lapland, iano'\onge'cSciva\i.ai.'C««> ( 
seeoe of desolation. The ruggeduess. o^ 'Ok* &srf«-. i 
gner roek is not broken with a singVe s\ffvto \ "Ooa '=''^ 
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taiisic is the hoiirse murmuring of the wares, ever and 
anon renewing their assaults upon (he huge messeE 
that oppose them. The northern sun, iireeping al 
midnight, at tlie dislance of five diameters, along the 
horizon, and the immeaEUroble ocean, in apparent 
contact with the skies, form the grand outlines in the 
suhlime picture presented to the astonished spec* 
tator." On such shores bos the mariner been too 
frequently lost ; and the privations incurred havebeMi 
endured ainid a. scene so forlorn and solitary, that 
hard indeed must he the bosom which, at the relation 
of his sufferings, Teniaius unmoved. 

There is a great difference in the power of resist- 
ance to hardship among seamen. Those of the north 
possess the iron iVnmes adapted to a northern navi- 
gation, and they have been the principal sufferers by 
shipwrecks in high latitudes. The English, Dutch, 
and Russians, particularly, hate been equally remark- 
able in these calamities for bndurance of the suffer- 
ings they have thus encountered. The stormy ocean of 
the north and its long nights ore the school of the 
accomplished mariner. On that ocean has been 
trained the elile of the dauntless raco to which Eng- 
land owes so much of her glory — perhaps her political 
existence. Besides this hardihood of mind and body, 
there is a good deal of difference in the resources of 
seamen when shipwrecked, which is obvious on read- 
ing narratives of their loss. Some, when thrown upon 
lIieiBBeh-es fa- extrication and subsistonco, will fare 
aiwM better than otliera under l\ie same dTOanx- ■ 
"iauces. British seainen have wiatoei i^v \a^ 






s \vith impunily; while Dutchmen have pe- 
rished in such DS have been several def^reea lower in 
temperature, though the taller have been prmiiled with 
necesEaries irom their vessels when they trere left he- 
hind, and the former have had to task themselves for 
everjthlDE;. The Russians, at Behring's Island and 
sitnilor situations, have exhibited wonderful patiencQ 
ia suffering, though, being inhabitants of a frifrid cli- 
mate, this may be ascribed to a capacity of endurance 
for which their habits had prepared tbeni. 

In fitting out ships for a northern navigation, and 
adapting them to resist the iee, perhaps as much has 
been done as can well be performed. The progress .' 
of knowledge has of late prevented the rei^urrence of | 
such acddentb as happened when the science of na- j 
vigation was coraporativoly young. The Fury, in I 
Captain Parry's recent voyage, had been strength- | 
ened in one of the loyal yards, and was as carefully ] 
provided with everything necessary for the service on | 
which she was employed as art could afford, and yet ,j 
she was lost. Twenty whalers, in 1830, were wrecked ; 
among the ice in BalGn's Bay, as well gnaided against 
Buch an accident as the skill of the builder could 
guard them. To use the strongest timbers, and fill ' 
in between them, planking up to the water-line 
within throughout, together with the other cus- 
tomary methods of strengthening this class of vessels, 
are all which can be done for their set\m.Vj. \n.'&iBi 
jneaervation of the crewH amoTig ific ftwi 'Mi. 'W&- 
foresight of man can be of l\tt\c o.Niv\. "^■*'**'^^^^ 
Jf««i<7'finn,r(ars, cotk-jackeU,iQcis.eVa,-Wia.'«^^*^ 
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inventions highly useful where the ^a is clear fnaa 
ice, are of no senice in polar latiCudee. The ice 
itself, which is most frequently the destroyer, offers a 
temporary shelter to the shipwrecked Eeamau, and 
has sometinies proved the means of his prescrvatia^. 
The inaonveniences of a sojourn upon so cold a aoM 
face might be somewhat ohviatcd by the precauticK 
of keeping upon the deck of a whaler at all times, 
when embayed among ice, the spare sEiils, a, quanti^ 
of provisions, spirits, and clothing, and the means al 
kindling a fire, so that all might he handed out upon 
the ice in a moment, for in a moment the heat-ap- 
pninled vessel may be destroyed. The voyages of 
Parry and others have shown that, with proper means 
ot defence against cold and hunger, an arctic winter 
may be passed in comparative ease and comfort, — 
without them, wretched inileed is the lot of those 
whom fate has destined to encounter it, as nill be 
seen in the sequel. 

The deicriptions of the earlier shipwrecks which 
have pome dovra to tho present day ore, for the most 
part, BO general, that tliey do little more than record 
the place where the misfortune happened, and the 
of the principal sufieren. It is in vain that 
we look for any thing like detail in the narratives of 
this sort which time has spared. Of the shipwreck 
of the nobihty of East Frisland, in the year 900, no 

known than the simple fact. 
Sistory yieltls hnt a little more rteVifl i\\ tho shiij- 
Printx IViUi'am, sob of Heury\., l^nft n 
■in tb6 year 1 1 20. Xlie Vtvncc \itti ^>w 
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cen into Normandy, hy his father, that he might 
be recognized aa the eiKcessorto the sovereignty, driI 
receive, in tliaX part of the royal domitiions, the homage 
of the Barons. He was in the eighteenth yeur of his 
age, amiable and accomplished. The ship in which | 
tbe Prince was to sail had been detained by some ac- 
cident, after his father bad embarked and pot out to , 
sea. It speared they had been revelling during 
the interval of their detention, and when the vessel 
was ready, they embarked while heated with wine, 
being in great haste to fallow the King, whose ship, 
baving a &ir wind, was soon out of sight of the Nor- 
man shore. The sailors, it is reported, were in the 
same overheated state as their Prince and Captain 
FiCzstepheiiii. the commander, when they set sail. ' 
la their heedlessness to get away they ran the ship 
upcn the rocks near HonfleUT, and it soon afterwards 
fouidered. The Prince and others got into the long- 
boal, and were dear of the vessol, when, hearing tlio 
criei of his sister, the king's natural daughter, whose 
title was Countess of Perche, he made the sailors row 
hack to take her in ; numbers from the sinking vessel 
descended into the beet, so that, being overloaded, it 
sank, iind all who were on board perished. The 
ntiniie of the Prince was drowned with him, amount- 
iig to one hundred and forty of the young nobles 
of England and Normandy. Oae person alone es- I 
aiped, who was said to be a butclier (A 'R^Misa. "Viii 
^tng to the ntasts, and was taken up ftie Q.'ct-'^ **^ I 
I7 aoaie Ssbermen. This man lepoiXei XtaX G'iV"^ 
Pisuepbens saved iiiinseif „a tji^ Bame vaa.^Nw-V'J 



titmg told bv him Ibat all but tbemselves had 
perisbed, he declared he woulcl not survive tin 
Prince, and threw himself into the seu. For three 
days tbe king vainly hoped that tidinps of his son'i 
escape might yet reach him; when the truth va 
told him he fainted, nor was he over seen to smile 
BgBJn. Well mi^ht England, too, momm the loss, foe 
never was shipwreck followed by more disastrous son- 
Bequences to an empire. Out of the decease of fliia 
Prince arose those terrible civil wars for the suooM- 
uon, which deluged Enpiknd so many years with 
blood, and almost extinguished her ancient nobili^. 

Nicolo Zeno, descended from a PodestA of V*- 
nice, was a man of adventmv, and fitll of curioa^ 
respecting foreiKti oounlrica. lie was shipivrecbrf 
on same island of tho North Sea, it is uncerbfn 
where, snd the details which remain of his adventww 
are so obscure, es to' give some ground to believe 1hey 
are fabulous. This Nicolo had a brother called Aa- 
tmiio, who, it is said, partook with him in the aaine 
desires. Nicolo was very rich, end determuiing to 
pursue his favourite object, built a vessel at his own 
expense, about the time that tbe war of Chioggia in 
Italy was concluded; and putting on board the ne- 
cessary stores and provisions, set sail with the desi^ 
of visiting England and Flanders. It was in the yeir 
13S0 that he passed the stnuts of Gibraltar. A. 
dreadful storm soon after arose, the ship's course nu 
Jost, onda/ter tossing about tor man^ io.'jfts.-niTi^Vj* 
tiof knew not where, entirely u.1. ftie loetoN tA toft 



01 tonai'ds it and was lost, but the crew ivufe 
id, and also the greater part of the car^a, Un 
hing the shore, they were threatencl by the coun- 
people, nho cane down ugion them in u moat 
miiig manner, and in great numbers, on fliidins; 
vessel wrecked. This island is called by the 
■alora of the shipwreck, Frisland, A thief of the 
id, with some armed men, suddenly appeared, 
driving off the people from their expected plun- 
epoke bi the shipwrecked msriners in the Latin 
lie, Hskiag from whence the y came and whither 

were bound ; to all which Zeno replied. The 
f, or laird of Frisland, which some affirm, with 
' Utile ground for so doing, was one of the 
[land Islands, told the strangers they should 
oepitably treated, feeling great pleasure nt flnd- 

they came from Italy. This chief is repre- 
ed BS possessing other islands besides that on 
hZeoowas cast, and as holding the title of Duke 
orano, and other domains " lyinir over against 
knd." TheltaUan mariners were so pleased with 
' reception, and with the conduct of this northern 
t towards them, that they took up their abode with 
for many years, and were employed in the com- 
d of his ships, in which they made discoveries of 
ida and places in the north which cannot now be 
B out by the descriptions they left. It is pretty 
'flfatthey visited Iceland, and were a gooS.iiMi'S 
aailing i«rc far to the north, for t\\ey vsVile siitiv*- 
rw of nine montba' duration, and t\ic en.Vtft\Q% 
'tb0-drciie legioae. It is imagined 'Vi^ ««»* 
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that they visited Greenland, and that the 

part ot' the continent of Aniericn was discovered bfl 

them : this, however, it is difficult to credit. The hi»-^ 

tory of the shipwreck and subsequent adventures 

Zeno is exceedingly obscure. It may be found 

len^ in Hakluyt, who seems to credit the 

of tlie shipwreck, but he is hardly an authority farBudk^i 

a belief, and his relation of it is any thing but lucid. 

The shipwreck of Pietia Quirino is more authenl 
than that of Zeno, and, in several instat 
bomted by the visits of travellers to the northern 
titudes in later times, in all that concerns the cii»' 
toms of the inhabitants, which remain little cbangol 
from the day they were visited so much against th^ 
inchnation by the unfortunate Venetians. Two of 
these narratives still exist, one by Quirino, and 
another by his companions, Cristoforo Fioreventi 
and Nicole di Michiel. The following is drawn 
both these Telations, in which a few slight 
pancics only occur, but nothing that can affect 
main incidents of this sad tale, and the miraculoai 
preservation of the survivors. 

The island called Rustcne, now Rust or Roest, ii 
very little known at present. It is one of the groups 
marked in maps as the Lafibeden Islands, lying off 
thecoBstofNorway,inlat.67°37'. Sir Hugh Wil- 
loughby and Chancellor touched at the island of 
Rust m 16S3, which was no doubt the Rustene of 

Tbe ship, which was the ■pto^etVi "^^ "^ 
'oanded by QmxuiB, was bottui fiMBl.C*B&j^■^o 
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, ladea with a great varidty of rich merchandiso. 
They had on board sixty-eight hands, having aa<^- 
inented their crew to that number. It appears that I 
the vessel was well appointed, and that the rich 1 
nature of the cargo had caused them to omit no pre- \ 
cautioa against the hazards of the sea. They set mil ' 
iroin Candia on the twenty-flfth of April, 1431. 

The ship meeting with adverse winds was driven 
down tile coast of Barbary, and it was not until the | 
second of June that she passed the Straits of Gih- 
raltai, and entered the hay of Cadiz. They now 
ran upon Hw rocks of St. Peter, and were obliged 
to unload their vessel at that port, where they re- 
. mained twenty-fire days under repair. On saHiiig i 
; Bmax Cadiz, they were driven off the Canary Islands, 
, <rith the navigation iu the neighbourhoud of which 
f Qoirino was unacquainted. They were there beaten 
( about for forty-five days more, and front the scarcity 
P of proviwHiB on board, Quirino carrying more than 
f hie complement of men, on account of war having 
, bmken out between Venice and Genoa, he was obliged 
to make the harbour of Lisbon, where tlicy anchored 
on the twenty-ninth of August. It does not apeak 
wen foe the state of navigation at that time, when we 
find that Quirino, from April the t»enty-fifth to the 
«»d of August, had advanced no farther upon his i 
voyage. Four months were consumed between Candia i 
and lisbon. At the latter place they were obliged, j 
lo repair Ibeir vessel a second time. M \en^Ca, aa. 
/Ae rourteentb of September, they sailed a(;aia. OMMki 
more Ihey met with ooatrary -ftinds. ^\u«ii " " 
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tmtil the twcnty-ai.vth ol' October, when they h 
driven into the port of Mures, in one of the Canarj 
islands, and Quirino, with a part of hi» crew, | 
formed their devotions like good CathoUca, in 
churoh of St, Jogo. They Bet sail on the twei 
eighth to the northward, with a favourable wind, unlil 
they were ftboiit two hundred miles from Cape K- 
nisterre. They were now near the entrance of tha 
British Channel, and in expectation of making good 
their voyage, when, on the Bflh of November, the 
mad changed and drove them west of the Scilly i» 
lands, near which they sonnded, and found bottom »X 
fifty-flve fathoms. 

The tvind now rose to a storm, and the ses bndie 
five of the hinges off the rudder; this was on thi 
eleventh of Novenihur. The crew fastened a rope tt 
secure it, but that was soon hrnken, the rudder ton 
entirely away, and dragged after the vessel for three 
days, during which time tlie ship was unmanageable 
and mn three hundred miles. In this state they 
saw two vessels hound to Spain with salt, and spaki 
one of them, but obtained no assistance. 

Quirino found it necessary to husband the pro- 
visions, and they were placed under an especial 
guard. He then entered alone into his cabin, i 
contemplated hia probable fate. He rellected within 
himself that kings and beggars must equally bow to 
the leveller of all. His consolation at the moment 
tras itronfr, thoug-h death seema\ ioevitable. He-t 
felt his best hope was in religiotv aiii m leavpiBSiflJ 
o tbe Divine will. Armed, .wivh Xfeuse cni«i\icm!Qs»oa 



he boltlly applied himself lo cheer his coinpaiiions, 
and tx> dismiss, in the performance of his duty, nil re- 
gard to surrounding danger. 

The carpenter contrived a sort of outrigger bv which 
they hoped to govern the ship's course; it waa made 
out of spars, and succeeded in its object. This gave 
the crew fresh courage, until a high sea tore that 
away also, as well as a second rudder of a ruder 
character, which th^ were with difficulty enabled to 
construct. On the 'twenty-fifth of November the 
tempest was so dreadful ihat they oil liutook them- 
selves to prayers ; but the weather moderated at last, 
though the)' still drove yet farther before the south- 
east wind. The vessel was now entirely unmanage- 
able, the seams opening ' from her strains, and the 
water coming in so fast that it could scarcely be kept 
under. At this time it seems likely they were off 
the north-western coast of Ireland, for they got sound- 
rags at eighty fathoms, when a Utile before they could 
find none. At night they found one hundred and 
twenty fathoms with a mud bottom, and sphcing 
three or four new cables together, ventured to anchor. 
The ship lay in this slate forty hours, the strands of 
the cable constantly giving way, until one of the 
crew, fearing greater danger from remaining, as tliey 
were then yieling before the sea, secretly cut the 
cable, and the vessel drove on again. Some of Ihe 
CTEw at length grew desperate, while others displayed 
re^gnatioD to their expected fate. 

On Ibe foartb of LfecembcT, the crew,\lBm^■a■5^n 
tie middle in water. laboured hard to get \."i\c ^19 
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dear from it, so as lo keep her slill atlont. She fa| 
now settled deeper iu the sen, but for three days, ud 
the seventh, they had tolerable weather. On th 
day it blew a stonu again ; the ship rose to the cloud 
and then seemed descendinir lo the bottom of tl 
ocean. The nifrhts were dark, and the lightning 
vivid flashes appeared only to render the gloo 
more intense, It appalled Ihe crew so much th 
they gave way, and lost every rcmaiiving spark 
resolution. The sea came in over the ship's ^ 
and the mainmast being cut through to prevent tl 
vessel from heeling so much, it shot over the sid 
&om a sudden pitch of the ship, as if it hud he) 
projected by some supernatural agent. The veu 
after this labouring less, the crew regained a. portii 
of their courage. They got rid of some of the wot 
which they had shipped, and ran before the windU 
whole of the following night. 

They judged they were about five hundred mil 
from the coa^t of Ireland. It was deemed the be 
step to take to the boats, of which they had two, 
long-boat, or pinnace as it was then called, and 
yawl. The ship was no longer manageable, and thfl 
was at leait a chance of preservation in the boat), 
the weather moderated a little. The long-boat W 
forty-seven and Ihe yawl twenty-one persons. ' 
lino proposed that the choice for the boats t 
settled by drawing lots, but this was rendered j 
cessary by twenty-one volunteering ti 
I -"J which Quirino himself taA ft\o»^\, at feia\Mildii| 
■ tut be was diverted from ^Vs 'pM'ceosiNi'j ■&« oobb 
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ration that his officers would bo all in the pinnace. 
It was Ml the seventeenth of December that they 
lowered their boats, and embarked an an unknown 
and stormy ocean. Quirino took care that tliey sup- 
pUed themselves with clothing, he himself furnishing 
those who were eb<Ht from his own stores. In the 
aki% biscoit was stowed in proportion to the number 
of persons on board, as well as in the long-boat, to- 
gether with three hundred weight of bread, eighty 
pounds of Candian cheese, eight pounds of dried 
bacon, fort; pounds of taUow, two of oil, and seven 
small barrels of Tyrian wine, a kind of Malvasia. 
The yawl would contain no more. In the long-boat 
victuals were stowed at the same rate, and in addition 
some spices, syrup of green ginger, and of lemons. 
The weather seemed to promise welt, and Quirino 
soon saw the ship drift away crewless over tlio ocean, 
upon whose success he had buUt such sanguine hopes. 
The rich silks, spices, c«dar wood, eight hundred butts 
of Malmsey wine, and much merehandise. were left 
to their fate and seen no more. The ereus of the 
two boats embraced each other, and committed them- 
selves to their destiny. A melancholy prospect lay 
before them. A northern ocean cold and stormy, 
with a day of a fey hours long, and nights of intense 
daAness awaited them, in their two frail boats, and the 
season winter; the hope of preservaliou diminished 
( in proportion. The melancholy forebodings, which 
I lome of them couid not fad to experiettcc, w«i« !est- 
I fnBy realized the Brst night of their etnta-i^ui^iett. 
JlifjwwJ parted company ia a fi^, and "«os ncs«v 



more Geen. The sea soon ran no liij^li that, in the 
pimince, they wore oblig-ed to throiv most of their pro- 
riaions, and even their clothes, overboard. This wbb 
a gteat addition to their previous calamity. They 
were able lo allow themselves a eup of wine M^ 
day for the first eight days, but seeing no clianw 
of making land, they reduced that quantity to odA 
half. Day or night their sufferings knbw no d- 
leviation. They were natives of a warm southern 
climate, and Ihetefore less able to meet the rigontK 
of the northern Atlantic. Their clothing, scan^ 
as it was, ill shielded them from the weaUiffij 
During the night, of twent)' hours' duration, theif 
suffering was escoasive. Their feet were benumlied 
and insensible. Ravenous hunger laid its fangs upon 
them. They were fain to devour the first thing the)' 
oould reach. Day by da.y they grew weaker and 
weaker. When death came upon them, their [ 
first trembled and quivered, and then they 
down lifeless. Of forty-seven, the number 
entered the boat, twenty-six ospircd under tha^ 
feringB between the twenty-third of December and! 
fifth of January, sometimes two or three 
Their bodies were committed to the deep by thai 
vivors, not knoning who was to follew next. It 
obsened that those who had usually drunk the 
quantity of wine, and stood most over the fire, 
the earliest, and these were generally the 
men. The cold infinitely surpassed any Ihey 
ever /e/t in Italy. 
^pa the thirty-first of ■Deee\c&ei 'Coevt 



expenilcd. Discovering liow fitlal tlio efluct oi' Uviuk- 
ing Eea-water was, some at' them lU'ank tlieir own, 
so irresistible was tUair tiiirst. They were quiuUy 
troubled with lightitcss and giddinc^ of lieail. Many 
liUftlified theif water with ajrup of lemons ijr green 
giagCTi of which they hud a little left, and they 
thought afterwards it was iustnini^ntal to their pre- 
serralian. Quiiiuo was one of tliese. 

Qu tlie third of Januarj they saw lanJ. It wtw 
in appearance only a rock, covered with snow, but 
Btjll the sight I'evived their liinldng spirits; yet the 
wind was ai;aiu&l theju, and they were loTiWeak to 
U£« .tlieii oiu'^ In the night, the current set them 
past the first land scon, to their great despondence. 
In the course of llie new day, wliich was iwly two 
hours lung, they saw lofty rocks, for which they 
shaped tlieir coarse, and soon had sight of a vtdley 
between t\^'o mountains, towards which, they pulled 
with all the little streu^ they were able to exert, 
and were furtunate enough to reach the shore, aided 
by a wave which drove them upon it. No sooner did 
their boat tuueh tlie land, than Hvc of tho crew le^ 
ed out oveijoyed at the snow, of whbh thay swal- 
lowed large quantities, and carried aume to the boat 
for their companious, whu were left to keep it from | 
the roots. Quirino said he thought he swallowed as 
inuch as he could carry, and that to having taken it 
they owed the preservation of theic lives. Two who 

■djsok salt water now died. They \vai\ieen'wi. I 
''boar etgJiteen days from the timet\ie^\eS\,*aa j 
tpd it was now the sixth of Januarj ■- ^ffl. ■Oosffl 
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timB they liad bueii exposed lo the northern ocean;! 
darkness, hunger, and cold. They Lad sailed, s 
as they could judge, always between north-east am 
east, at the rate of six. miles an hour, so that the; 
imagined they had run more than two thousand fivi 
hundred miles without seeing land. 

They had no means of securing their boat from &i 
rooks hut by remaining in it nil night. The nex 
day, sixteen of them landed, tho Burvivors of forty 
seven. They wore upon an island called the Saintl 
off the coast of Norway, on uninhabited and barra 
rock. All the food which they could find consisted o 
some fragments of biscuit, which they discovered b; 
chance in the botlo'm of a bag, a ham, and a smal 
piece of cheese. They had a tinder-box and steel 
with which they struck fire, and kept it lighted wit! 
the seats of their boat. 

Tliey now deteimincd to try and reach anothe 
island, which they had observed about five mile 
off, as there was little hope of their salvatian on tfai 
desolate and barren rock upon which they bad landed 
They therefore filled some casks with snow-watei 
and embarked ; but the sea came in so fast throu^ 
the planks of their hoat, owing to their not havinj 
kept it from beating upon the rocks the night before— 
those who were left in it to prevent such an accidsq 
having gone on shore to warm themsdves — that | 
was rendered useless. Here was another misfortttH 
Ilhsacbed Kith the sea, they all now got on shore, bM 
I <£n?irC&eboat ashighaspo9Bib\ciip>u\.\iB\oR4.. "&« 
■^e it into two parts, aud oE the \av%i»\,'\>'i \»ima 
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it upside down, mode a miaemble slieltei for thir- 
teen ; and with the smaUest, a second shed, which 
would hold the rest of the party. Thej- were further 
covered with part of the sails ; a deplorable refuge, 
hut still far better than the dark, cold, and atormy 
ocean, on which none of them could have survived 
much longer. 

The only food they could find consisted of peri- 
winkles, barnacles, mussels, and sea-weed, picked up 
along the shore ; but the allowance of these was 
baielf enough to sustain life. They discovered a 
herb of some kind, what they did not know, but ga- 
thered it from under the snow, boiled and ate it. 
Pait lived in one shelter, and p&rt in another ; some 
sleeping u^wn the snow, and soiue silting round the 
fire by turns, which, being mode of damp wood, an- 
noyed them with the smoke. Their eyes at last were 
so swollen, that they feared a total loss of vision; and 
they were so overrun with vermin, that it caused the 
death of one of them, who had been Quirino's secre- 
tary — " a thing," says the narrator, " to abate all our 
pdde and haughtiness of mind." Three Spaniards 
also died from their having drank salt water when in 
the boat— at least Quirino ascribed it to that cause. 
The survivors, thirteen in number, were now bo es- 
bausted, that for three days they were unable, by 
tbeii united exertions, to drag the bodies of their 
comrades out of the shed. The water they dtatit 
was rejected b/ their stomach, whether cu\i at ■wtcmv, 
and yet tbey could not ahslain from it ■, -NVac 
of them kept upon theic feet with difficxit^ - "VX. 
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TOW observed that they became inilifferent to eacli 
other, resembling a society of brutes rather than d 
men. Coimnunity of misfortune did not, as manj 
would erroneously suppose, keep charity alive in theii 
bosoms, but seemed to quench the social virtues ; yeri 
they huddled as close together as possible for the salcc 
of warmth. i 

Concord had now ceased, and each sulTererdil 
what he plensed, but joined in the wanderings H 
search of food. After they had been eleven days 
in tliis lamentable state, one of them found a hnt, 
in good preservation, on the higher and western- 
most part of the island, and near it were the marks 
of cattle. Thither all who were able to mo\-e deter 
mined to go, leaving those who were most exhausted 
behind them. Eleven set out, taking some fire-wood 
with tliom, andtboug'h onlya mile and a half distant, 
(Juirino was scarcely able to bear the journey. On 
seeing the place, he became satisfied that there mual 
be human habitations at no great distance. 

They had not been in the hut above two days, when 
some of them, searching for mussels on the shore, 
discovered a large flsh, dead, but fresh. They who 
found it wished to conceal it from the others, bul 
Quirino commanded it to be equally divided. It was 
cut up and carried to their hut, where tliey quickly 
began to broil or boil it, though some, impatient, ate 
On this they fed for four (lays, when, seeing 
Mdusinhb rapidly, pfudence induced them to pre- 
econotny, and it lasted tbein otv fee -sVoXe tei 
during which time such a tamfca^ t^^A.-^i-fl 
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out, Ihat they could not have gone in search of any- 
thing to eat, as they did before, for ail that time. 
When it was finisheil, they set out " hke wolves," 
says the narrator (Cristoforo Fioraventi), in search 
of barnacles and musseU again, and in this manner 
sustained life until the last day of January, 1432, by 
which time they were litfle more than half alive. 
They found the dung of oxen near the hut, wbich 
they burned for firing, and nliicb further convinced 
them that the plane, being frequented by these ani- 
mals, must be visited a.t some season of the year. 
The hope kindled by this conviction enabled them to 
endvire the better their terrible privations. 

It happened that a young man — of an island about 
five miles from the Saints, called Rufitene hy the 
narrator, three miles in circumfereacc, and about se- 
venty west from the coast of Norway — dreamed that 
two heifers, whiah had strayed from home, had gone to 
the Saints' Island, at a point where, at low water, lew 
or none ever ventnu^ over ; and he requested his father 
and elder brother to accompany him in the search. 
They crossed in a fisLing-hoat, and came to the place 
where Quirino and his wretched companions were 
sheltered. Having noticed the smoke of the flre, 
which seemed unitccountuble to them in snch a spot, 
they stood gazing at it with astonishment, conjec- 
turing in various ways what the cause of it might be. 
The BOuud of their voices was heard hy tho sufierers, 
who judged il to he the noise of t'he TrameiQasi c«w& 
which bad been feeding upon their cobv^iWbws^ 

bodies, Tutber than the tongues vS. WwR?, ^"^^^ 

J2*? "<'"»'' became planer ' 
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vonti lookod out of the hut, and saw Ihe fitrangets; 
upon which he told his porarades withiu to rejoice, 
for two persons were coming to seek them. The 
brothers from Rustenc were alarmed at the sight of 
the seamen, who left the hut " rather with the heart 
than the feet," ae the nairation has it. At first &tej 
thought of detwning the strangers ; yet they knew 
not but there might be more. At last the^ went 
down with them to the boat, when the fether ot 
the two young men was equally astonished at the 
sight. Unfortunately neither could understand 
the other's language. They looked into the boat 
for provisions, but could find none ; the strangent 
seemed to pity them ; and Ghirardo di Lione and 
Cola di Otranto, who had some litUo knowledge 
of the French and High Dutch, wore readily taken 
into the hoat, which then sailed away. Those whom* 
it left behind remained a day and a night in a stats if 
great anxiety. At length they began to fear the 
skiff had been lost, from being overloailed, and thor 
hearts were sinking within tlwm. 

The cause of the delay arose from all the inhabitanto 
of the island being absent fishing. Their minister, S 
German, understanding High Dutch, hearing (fa» 
state of those on the Saints' Island from the two sewnen 
taken off', addressed the people, and exhorted them U 
do their uttnost to relieve the distresses of QuirinoBnl 
his surviving companions, offering a hlessing to iH 
such as would render assistance , so that thair heuta 
tn^re moved towards them. Ofi CBH&woaa 4^i 

: boats, with plenty ot yToyia'P^vft. «k ««^*_j 
aister accompanying ft^e^''«^'S!**^ 



to be a Domimcaa monk. Ho asked fui- Quiriiio in 
Latin, presented hun some rye-bread ajul beer, anil 
taking Quirino nith him, and two of his cotnponions, 
— K Coodiote and nVeuetian— they bU four enibiirked 
with the Dominican tor Rustene. Quirino was w 
weak aa to be unctble to walk. Tbe other survivors 
were taken off by the bouts of the islanders. Of two 
who bad been left exbaUBtcd under tbe boat when 
tbeir covopanions set out for the hut, ono wus found 
dead, and the other, being taken to Rueteuc, expired 
in two days. TUo worthy people of Rustene buriud 
the former, and also the remains of the eiglit who had 
died previously, singing hymns over theix remains. 
The snirvivora. eleven in all, were distributed aniong 
Has hospitable people, and so abundantly supplied 
with fbod, that it was well nigh being of pernicious 
consequence to them. Quirino, on entering the 
house of his conductars, was going to lling himeelf at 
the feet ofits mistress in acknowledgment, according 
to 1^ Bustom of the south : but she would not permit I 
it, ted him to the fire, ga^-e him milk, and. for threu I 
months, nursed htm with the most sedulous attention. ^ 

The irftnd called, by Quirino, Rustcne,',contained 
twdvc small habitations, and about one hundred and 
tWMlty inhabitants. Their food was prindpally fish, 
ef which they cuught immense quantities, though 
only of two kinds, one of which was that now known 
as the stockfish. They were dried iu the sun, and 
won became hnril. They were heatav, aiA »\e soSa. 
sfhet and batter. Thay exportei\ tXxeta to ^"kA 
- » to Germany, Sweden, anft V\\b ■natft\. 'feftas* 



rally, and used them in all tbuir payments : coin being 
unknown, they exchanged thera for leather, iron, y 
clothes, and other things of which they Etood most in. 
need. At certain times of the year they had a littla 
beef and milk : they aJso used rice, -which they in 
ported, and made with it a poor kind of bread. Their 
drink \vaa t{eiierul1y sour milk, not palatable 
htrsngcra. They made a sort of ale of rye, which tfaef 
occasionally drank. The other fish before mEntioiwd' 
was an enormous skate, or, perhaps, halibut : some at 
these being six Venetian feet in length, two bn»dr 
and three-quarlers thick. They cut them up aniL 
salted them, and they wore found very good food. 

From November the twentieth to the middle rf' 
February, the nights were twenty hours long, and. 
from the twentietli of May to the twentieth of Au* 
fjust the sun is described as being above the ho* 
rizon, or Ids light as being, during oil that time^. 

The hospitable inhabitants of Rusteiie were i 
comely roee, both males and females. They wen 
constant attendants on rehgious service, and dift*! 
played great reverence for God. Honesty wi 
distinguished a virtue among them that they lockedi 
no chest or door, nor even closed them except ag 
the weather or wild animals. Avarice was unknomk 
and they had no idea of possessing themselves of pi 
perty but by barter. Their fasts ivere rigidly kep^ 
mid diey always attended divine worship in their b 
apparel. 7'hair virtues were so Blr'tans ^ ^* ^** 
nor/an mariners, that they tlioug\vt. fcc^ "aww 
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-ircuit of Paradige while they abode there, 
Ing them with the loosenegs of Italian morals 
lly to the disadvantage of their own country. 
dreaa of the inhahilants was chiedy coarse blue 
Lish cloth, and caps from Denmark. Some 

and black furs that excluded the weL 
sea were romid, with a bole in the top for 

which, during the cold of winter, they closed viiOf 
nsparent piece of fish skin. They were inured 
ild early ; iafanta only four days old being laid ' 
le snow in the open air, which fell almost every 
Cjuirino was there, irom the Gfth of February to 
fomieeolh of May. By this means the severity 
le cUmate was little felt by these people in after 

recisely as at present in the north*, the members 
ne family slept in the same apartmcut, their beds 
iing near each other. The females, It was ob- 
■d, made no scruple of strippii)!< themselves before 
men, in their ignorance of shame; and in this 
oer walking to the bath, with a 'small bundle of 
IB in the hand to wipe the moisture from the 
, In the bath men and women entered promiscu- 
f. Adultery was unknown among them, and 
rioge seemed strictly in obedience to the divine 
mand. Oaths and execrations were not beard, 
y testiQed great resignation on the deaths of their 
dves. If the survivor was a widow, she invited 
neighbours to a feast, clothed inhet'tefe^. aVc««i 

""•"=£ la tbeieaotirareUot ail laOya it. Zi.v'^^^''*'**- 
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and requested them to partake of it freely for t 
pose af the deceased. 

Quiriiio saw a vast number of white birdB, whi 
Mh corapaniona called " Cocks of the Sea." Tin 
were named miixi by the natives. They boilt th< 
nests in the rocks or against the aides of the house 
and their cackling at sunset was the signal for t1 
inhabitants retiring to rust. They were tame « 
social like house pigeons ; their eggs were taken fro 
' them and eaten for food. Quirino was astonished 
see fine white hear akins at Rustene, twelve Venetit 
feet in length. 'Htere were other rocky ishmds q 
isr off, some desert and some inhabited, which, « 
their own, the natives called the " Outskirts of ^ 
World." 

In the month of May the people of the is 
accustomed to carry their stockfish to Bergen, a 
was proposed, at that time, to take the VenetiM 
them. The wife of the govomor of the island ■ 
Quirino a present of sixty dried fish, throe loava 
lye, and a cake, before he embarked, requirin|fi.ll 
inhabitants to treat the strangers well, 
doot^em to Bergen. Qnlrino returned her a staa 
of amber heads, which he had procured on a re] 
gioua pilgrimage, that she might invoke God ft 
bla safe return to his own country. 

On the ronrteeoth of Uay, the tnoment of the» 4 
puture arrived, after a sigoum at Rustene of Og| 
a Bnd twenty days. Quirino and his OD^ 
s took leave of their 'hoap\la.\i\e ^tescniira^ 
' bearts, and, according to \ 
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this disastrous voyage left by Fiornventi, Ihey pre- 
sented them, in token of their regard, with the few 
things they had preserved from th«r vesiiel, such 
as goblets, girdles, and small rings. It is remarkable 
that Quirino, in his account of his luisfortunes, saya 
they were oxtorled from tlicra by the [wople, at the 
instigBtioii of the minister, who afterwards ro^piishly 
appropriated them to himeelf, or divided the spoil 
witb his archbishop. Yet he says, in the same breath, 
that the people on tlidr quitting look leave of them 
witb tears, and made them presents of fish, which, 
taken into eonsidcrution with the lionest character 
grven by the nurator himself, previously, of those 
among whom he sojomiied, and compared also with 
the statement of Fioraventi, seems not very well to 
agree with probabihty. The narrative of the transae- 
tJoD by Fioraventi is the most likely of the two to be 
Gonect. Besides, though Quirino complains that all 
they had was thus extorted from thera, ho iinds 
eBOUgh ta make the governor of Drontheim a present 
afterwards. 

On sailing fl'om Rustene, upon the fourteenth of 
-ICsy, the days had greatly lengthened. Bet^en is 
described as a thousand miles distant, and the bark as 
Ijetog only of twenty tons. As Ihey proceeded to the 
south, the days became shorter. About two hundred 
Uilei OD their voyage they found some portion of the 
jwl in which their companions had embarked, and 
tram this tightly condaded Ihey bad petiaVel. Tfta"! 
imaat many islands, at whioU the pfie6t w\vQ ^a^ 
d witb tbcm, making their case V.aOTJa."*^'^ 



senW were kindly lavished upon them by tbl 
a.Dts, who would bear of no recompense i 
They continued their course for sixteen days 
laany headlands, in deep water. On the twei 
of May they arrived at X)rontlieim, the arcb 
which they had previously met, who was i 
circuit of the islands in two galleys, with ■ 
two hundred persons. He heard Quiiino'g ■ 
soled him and his party, and gave theni 
Drontheim. 

They were landed on a small inhabited id 
the city, and the next day entered it, and he 
in the church of St. Olave. They were tb 
duced to the governor, who, finding Quili 
speak Latin, invited him and uis compamonB* 
Many of the inhabibinls were aKsemHed to nt 
and hear their story. They were well onl 
and supplied plentifully with provisions duii 
residence in the city. 

Quirino found that, irom Gei'many and the I 
ing involved in war, a voyage there, or to Engl 
unsafe, and he was recommended to go toaplii 
Wadstena, suhject to the King of Denioat 
a Venetian knight, named Giovan Franchdj 
manydaysjonmcy from Drontheim. Aflcriri 
of eif;ht days in that city, they quilted it a 
core of a guide. The governor of Drontheim'l 
Quirtno with two horees, and he having giv* 
Pernor in return his dried fish, asilver Beal,Hni 
t^dle; the governor, not tote ou\io\icin'tt:4 
HMim furthor. boots, spurs, aV4l,a■^ea!^ta« 
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teau,asmnll aice in honour of St.Olavc, uilli hia nrms 
upon it, four HIieniBh guilders, some bread and her- 
rings. The perty set oul. twelve in number, hating 
tliree horses, for the arcbbiahop of Drontheim had 
previoUGly presented Quirino with one. 

It was on the ninth of June that they quitted Dron- 
theim, tniTelHng eaatnard for fitW-three days. They 
describe their acuonimodatioiis as frequently very bad, 
and several times they could obluin no bread. In 
Bome places, as at this day, the bark uf trees was 
^und down and made into a rake, with milk and 
butter. Yet every where they met a hospitable re- 
ceptioD and generous treatment. They entered the 
few houses on thar rood without ceremony, as their 
conductor was well acquainted with the customs of 
the country. If the owners were out, they partook of 
vhat viotusls they could find, and went to rest on tho 
forms coi-ered with leather cushions, stuffed with fea- 
thers, which they found near the tables. On the en- 
trance of their boat the guide generally told their 
story ; they were always looked upon with compassion, 
and never suffered to pay for any thing; so that these 
twelve persons travelled for fifty-three days, with the 
four guilders presented to them at Drontheim. 

Wadstena was four days' journey from the Castle of 
Stichimbourg, where Giovan Francho, their country- 
man, resided. There the travellers saw a ma^ificent 
church, dedicated to St. Bridget, that being her birth- 
fdace. It was covered willi copper, anl i:w\\a™A 
sixty-two altars. The monastery was ver\ "c\c\i, VvA. 
its tiiihea were espeadei in relieving t\ie \iuot, ;«vV\». 



entertaining strangers. The party of Quirino partook 
of its hospitality, and soon after aet out for Stichint- 
bou^. Two of them, preceding the rest, took the 
wrong ruul and were given up for lost. The pleasure 
and surprise of Quirino may lie conceived when he 
found they had arrived at the destined place before 
Lim, having taken, by accident, u more rugged bul 
shorter rood. 

The CbovaUer Giovaii Fraiiclw, a rich Venetian, W- 
ceived his tountrymen with great kindness. For 
fifteen days they were treated as if they had been in 
their own houses. Their host was desiruus tiiej 
should attend an indulgence given at the Cliuccli tf 
St. Bridget, in Wodstena, which a great number <]f 
persons usually frequented from all pacts of the contk- 
try. Franeho wish«l to find out whether there wen 
any ships in the ports hound for Germany or Eng- 
land, through Olio of which countries it was necoaiuj 
for the parly to go on their way home. There WW 
also, in addition, the benefit to be derived from dM i 
religious ceremony. Francho set out with tbem, having ' 
a hundred and twenty persons in his suit, all mouBttd 
at his own expense, and lodged in thevilUtgesoDtbdt 
route for live days, during which time tltey wen oB 
the road. 

At Wadstena there was a greet assemblage d 
persona from all ports of the Danish dominions, nnny 
of them persons of consideration, with thejr ftttaiut 
»ats, aa well as foreigners from diSerent coontrieB iB 
the north of Europe, Quirino \eanie*il!Qeie,4ai.W« 
fesseJs were ready to sail toia ^ aca^-W^ *»«*■ ^^' 



Jays' journey distant, called Lodese— one Ixrand to 
Germany and the other to England. On the first of 
August their indulgence was bestowed upon them, 
ind on the third they took leave of their kind 
liost and eountryiaan, the Chevalier Giovan Francho, 
trbt] placed them under the core of his only son, 
named Matteo, with whose escort they set out for 
the place of their embarkation. Observing Quidno 
to be very weak, and scarcely able to bear the journey, 
he gave him his own horse, which went with great 
gentleness of pace, or the unfortunate man could else 
hardly have borue the fatigae of the journey. At 
l.odese, the port where they were to embark, they 
were generously lodged in a house belonging to the 
CWralier, and treated with the same kind attention 
as at Stichimboui^. 

On the twenty-second of August, Fioravenii, Ghi- 
nudo da Ijone, and Nicola di Michiel, embarked in a 
vessel hound to Rostock, and voyaged from thence to 
Venice, which they reached on the twelfth of October, 
1432, with the exception of Lione, whom they left at 
Vaaenedi, frfHU whence he went to his own country, 
not being a native of Venice, 

The other eight of these unfortunate mariners, 
having beeo kindly entertained by the son of the 
Cheva^er, until the fourteenth of September, em- 
barked fer England, and in eight days reached Ely. 
The master of the vessel which carried them, hearing 
IhsiT story, presented them with four nohVea. dom. 
Ely tier vent by aater to Camliridgc, wfeiAi "Coe^ 
rfwcnie Bs a yar^epiace with a college. T^vev *^^^ 



■uiepniHHl M a. celebrated ruonaalery to hear 
^■^ucing whidi a BencdicUne moak, judging Qi 
r^mnk to be tlmt of a gentlemaD, being superior to th| 
' I manners and Bppearuiice, told him in Laljl 
I ;that he wished U> speak with liim when the religior*' 
as over. Ue tliea took him aside, asked ii 
mo and country, and presented him with suOa 
, saying be was soon going on e piigrimags 
I holy sepulchre, and would stop at Venice, M 
1 him out. Tikis opportune gift enabled Quirl 
if pay the expenses of himself and compsniaiis at 
idginga; and his heart felt gralel'ui to heaven, ' 
Mtitute as they were, they had until now been an 
p1je<l witli food, wherever they had been, notwil 
standing they were strangers, fi'om the hour they hi 
quitted the rocks in the northern ocean. 

On the following day they left Cambriilge for 
don. at whieli city Bernardo da Cagliari, the pilo^l 
and two others, who set out first, had already arrive^, 
and infonnetl Nicolo Capello and some ItaUan 
chants of t^eir companions coming. Capello 
his friends went from London to meet Quirino, wh( 
they thought dead. They embraced bim with 
joy, received him and his companions into 
bouses, and treated them as brothers, Quirino, 
unable to go out, was visilied by John de Mi 
who took to his own house two gentlemen of Candia ( 
of their number— Francisco Quirino and Pietro Gl 
deaico, bis nephew— because, in the dangerous 
tJon tif their health froia tbew ■past, ^a^i^oci, 
Jim^B easily attended ttieie. Qviv 
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Victor Capello uid Jerome Brngadin, who left do- 
tbing undoBe to tesUxe his health. 

The Ersl of the eight who left Lgndon luilted 
it to fulfil a leltgious row. These were Benrnrdo 

di Cagliari, and Andreo di Piero. The first when 
he sailed from home, in April, J43I, had not been 
loDg married. From the time which hod elapseii 
since lu's depatture, and the general belief in the de- 1 
t »(ructic>a of Quirino'a vessel and crew, the supposed 
^ widow ffiuiied again at Treviso, and had resided se- 
g rend months with her second husband, when hur 
p fret maiiB his appearance. On discovering her mis- 
^ lake, ahe retired to a nunnerf, to expiate an error 
2 whiefa, it must be confessed, was of a very venial de- 
^ aeiiplion, Bernardo, like a sensible man, making' 
aIlowBiii:e for her conduct, reclaimed her, and they 
^ lived hapinly together afterwards. 
^' The rest of the party abode in London two months, 
^ Ibough much against their inclination, but they re- 
^ covered strength so slowly that their friends would 
^ not suffer them to depart earlier. They were clothed 
f, and oOectained according to their respective stations 
, in life, and their hospitable entertainers would not 
B bear of any remuneration fur what they afforded them. 
B Quirino left London with Jerome Bragadin, his friend, 
e and crossed the Channel. There some of tiie mariners 
■ ceparated to perform religious vows, While Francis 
^ Quirino and Peler Gradenico took another road, 
^^mmo and Jerome Bragadin reached Venice li-j j 
^^^KL^n forrfr-two days, Quiriao & amyhiXM&sa \sA. i 
^^^Kmiurally treak and delicate ; hut after t.\ui>:t.%:A>aJ 
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ships he underwent it became strong aaA lobuat. On 
his way, ho learned at Brugia. that the vessel which 
he EBw off the Irish const, on the eleventh of Novem- 
ber. 1431, waa lost very soon nftermirds. 

This shipwreck ia remarkable on several Bcoounts. 
The ialsnd on which Quirino was so hospitably w- 
ceived would, ut this hour, perhaps, be found to difiet 
little from what he has descnbed, either in appeanuiog 
or in the hoepitnlity and pecubarities of the inbabit- 
anta, if indeed it be still inhabited. Too inEignificant 
an object for modern curionty to explor 
ners of the people of Roest, if any remsin upon 
its soUtarj ahoree, would be worthy of contemplation, 
as ailbiding, In all probabihty, a picture of society 
four hundred years old ; while the rest of Europe has 
undergone numerous mutations in habit, language, and 
appearance. The Norwegians who ni>w dwell i) 
highest parts of Norwiiy, northward and remote from 
foreign intercourse, ere, it is well known, very similar 
to these islanders, who called their rock the " Out- 
skirts of the world," and their primitive manners 
yet be traced on the mainland. So tnie is it 
purity and singleness of heart, with the simpler 
lues, must not be sought for in eoiintries of high !•■ 
fmement, however great, in other respects, lasj te 
their advantages. 
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Ijr tbs year 1500, Ga«p«r Cortereal, a Portuguese, 
animated with the desire to emulate Calumbua ia 
makiDg dibcoveries in the westero world, aet Bail For 
that part of the globe, and reached the latitude of 50° 
DOilh, whence he appears to have run as far as 60°. 
The account given of his voyage is very vague. After 
entrapping on board no lesa than fifly-aeven uf the 
natives of the weatem continent, there ikiu be very 
liUle doabt tor the purpose of making them slavos, 
lie letuiBedtoPortugal.carryingthem awaynith him. 
Be arrived at Lisbon on the eighth of October, 1501, 
He sailed again the next season with two vessels, when 
in entering a strait, supposed U> be that known since ' 
as Hudson's, the ships were separated by a storm.. 
One of them returned home in safety, but, as if it 
veic a. retribution for his kidnapping the unfortunate 
aborigines of the country on his pTevio\iB")OYa%e,'ivafiMa 
Gajipar CoiieresI not his orew relomei'L agaici. t«* 
aauidtbe iJigbteat trace, ol their fate «« \ki fiiasB^ 
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vered. Gaspar Cortereal had abrotlier named Miguel 
who was muth attaclied to him, and full of the same 
spirit of onterpriae— he delennined to sat out in searcli 
of Caspar. 

In the early part of the spring of IS02, Miguel 
sailed from Liaboi) with three vessels. On reaching 
the nunerous straits and isleta ahout UudaoD'B Bay, 
the ahips separated with the intention of exploring 
each of tliem a piLrticular inlet. This was an impo- 
litic measure, as their union would have enabled them 
to give each other aid in case of distress, or to bring off 
the crew should either of them chance to be ship- 
wrecked on any of the numerous islands, either ro^ 
or ice, which abound in that dangerous navigation. 
The result was an unfortunate one. Two of the ship* 
met at the point of rendezvous, and returned home 
in safetr. The third, with MiguelCorlereal onboard, 
shared the melancholy fate of the navigators of 
whom it had gone from Portugal expressly to get 
tidings, — it never returned. The place whei« it 
perished, whether by storm, rock, ice, or famine, vu 
never known. The two vessels which were so forto- 
nate as to reach Lisbon, reported the disaster, in ad- 
dition to that which had been previously known. 
There yet remained a third brother, Vasco, who en- 
deavoured to obtain leave of the king to set oat 
and [try to discover his two absent brothers. The 
king retiiBed him permission, upon the ground that 
the loss of two out of such an adventurous family waB 
much greater than he could aSori \o axis 
t-ants so entljusiastic and noUe-mnieA. 
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the brothers Cartereal ; and this is all that ts known 
of their fate to the present hour. 

A gentleman of London named Horc, in the year 
1536, a man of influence, " of goodly stature, fjreal 
courage, and given to the study of oosmogruphy." as 
we are told, engaged several otherii to make a voyaEie 
of discovery upon the north-west coast of America. 
Some gentlemen of the Inns of Court, and their 
friends, accordingly VDluntei;red lo go with him. Se- 
veral of them were men of good fortune. Having been 
resident at home upon their estates, they were hardly 
the best adapted for such an arduous undertaking, but 
the thir«t for adventure in discovery was then abroad. 
A vessel, called the) Trinity, of one hundred and 
forty Ions, was fitted up by Horu for himself and his 
friends; a second, called the Minion, was in like 
manner fitted out by gentlemen, having a competent 
crew for the purposes of navigation. They re]mired 
tn Gravesend, where they took the saeramont with 
great solemnity, and went on board about the end of 
April, 1536. From this time, untQ they saw Cape 
Breton, above two months afterwardB, they never 
made the land. Prom Cape Breton they sailed to 
Penguin Island, which was full of rocks and stones. 
and " grey fowls as large as geese." They caught a 
good many of these birds, which they found excellent 
eating, and carried away their eggs. They saw 
both white and black bears, of which they killed 
some for food. On the main of NewtovmSuwvi'OBEi 
F»w several bears, bat no inhabitai\ts,at \eB.«S.X«t *- 
oanaiferaWe time. At length, one daj- ^^^'i uVw^sei 
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a boat 01 canoe, with ludiaas on board, coming oi^ 
and sent out one of their own to meet it. On seeing < 
them approach, the strangers tied towards an iatend 
in the bay, whither they were pursued by the Bngi- 
U&h, but escaped. A fire was found which they hod 
left, and part of a bear, wbicli tliey were coobinf 
Uf on a wooden spit. They also picked up a part of 
the leather dresses of these Indiana, which are nov 
called moccassiDS," together wilh some glovca « 
mittens. The land whieh they saw was covered mth 
fir and pine-trees. 

They soon found thaiaselves straitened fbr prff- 
visions, and were glad to rob the nest of an osprey ti 
the fiah which she had brought home to feed hn 
young. The auardty increaEed untill they were forced 
to eat the raw roots and herbs which they found grow- 
ing wild upon the land ; but these were too scanfy io 
quantity, and too poor in quality, to supply the dread- 
fid cravings they endured in the stomach. At last, 
when two or three wiait out in company together to 
pick up roots, one of the crew watched his opportu- 
nity, and killed bis comrade while stooping to gathcf 
them. He then cut pieces out of the body, and, brut 
ing them, devoured the flesh in the most raveneiE 
manner. 

Amid this dreadful state of famine, the officers 

observed that the number of the crew decreased, 

without being able to tell what became of them. B 

bappeneA that one of the officers, going out himself B 

■teareb of something to appease tia K5^iAte,s 

^W woals tbe odour of bmled meaX,-, 
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the man wbo had it, began to abuse him for Iiia self- 
ishness, in keepio); to his sole use the procision he 
iiail obtained, and leaving the rest of his cumnLdes to 
starve. This oensure gave rise 10 a severe alterca- 
tion, aud high words ensuing, the man who had been 
accused of such sdfish condnct said — " If yoa must 

know, the broiled meat I had was part of '3 

body." Upon this speech being carried on board to 
the captain, it was soon gaessed what ha.d became of 
those who were missing out of the ship's company, 
and whom the otBcers had persuaded themselves b»d 
fallen into the bands of the wild natives of the coun- 
try, or been destroyed by the bears. The captain 
addressed the crew against such a horrible practice, 
telling them hovr they offended the commands of 
God, ibr that God hod told them in the Scriptures, ' 

when in distress, not to commit such atrocities, but 
to c*U upon him for relief. That God was as great 
then and as able lo relieve them as he ever had been, 
and that it were better they should die of their suffer- 
inga than be guilty of sueh borrid practices,— that 
it was true hunger might destroy theii bodies, but it 
conld not iujure their souls, which they had by soch 
sets eommilled to the nnquenuhable fires of helL Ho 
exhorted them all to repent and pray to heaven 
for relief. 

No relief appeared, and, notwithstanding the recom- 
mendation of the Captain, the famine increasing, 
aod their sufferings also, they agreed amon\!, V'oarai.- 
•dfcs that, lather than Ihey would aft i«.V\^ ^i** 
slMHtU be divKn foioae of their nunvbei W> '^ ■***■ 
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to death to satisfy their pcrisliin^ bodies. Before tbis 
homblo intention was carried into effect, a Frenck, 
ship, well victualled, came into tbe bay, which thof 
attacked and took, Like ao many wolves, ravenous M 
they were with hunter. Victualling their own vessel^ 
they left them for the Frenchmen, and set soil hon||i 
in the foreign ship which they had thus furtiTd) 
obtained. 

On their voyage they encountered several 
of ice covered with wild fowl, to some species of whifl 
they appear to have been strangers. About the en 
of October they reached the harbour of St. Ives, i 
Cornwall. One of the company, a Mr. Butts, was i 
changed by his sufferingB, that his own father m 
mother did not recognize him for Iheir son. To, 
secret mark on his knee they were obhged to hOf 
recourse for ft token to ascertain hia identity, ,Th 
was toid to Hakluyt from his own mouth, he being i 
the time the only man alive of those who had goi 
out in the expedition, about fifty years before. 

The Frenchmen who'lost their vessel complained 
to Henr>' Vlll., who so pitied the EngUsh that hi 
made a full recompense to the Frenchmen for their l[»s 
out of his own purse, and forgave his subjects th* 
outrage they had committed. 

An expedition was fitted out, in the year 1553, fi* 
the purpose of discovery towards the north-east of 
Europe. Edward VI. was then king of Englandi 
and the curiosity of the public began to he greatly? 
exa'ted about a passage to t\ie nwrth iS K-sa, 

fi Willoughby was noHunaXei W 
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rt Dtost gaiiant officei* and accomplished man. He 
had Richard Chatiwllor. an officer of experience, 
under him. Sir Hugh led the expedition in the 
Bona BBperanza, of one htindred and twenty tons. 
The second ship, called the Edward Bonaventura, 
was commanded by Chancellor. There was aiso a 
third and smaller vessel in company, called the Bona 
ConfidentiB, of ninety tflns, commanded by Caplnin 
Duribortlt. Instructions for this voyage were fur- 
nished to them by the celebrated Sebastian Cabot ; 
and notliing was wanting, as far as human foresight 
was concemGd, which could contribute to tlieir se- 
curity and comfort, everything being |jro\ided on the 
most muniflcent scale. The ships were victualled for 
eighteen months. They left Ratciiffe on the four- 
teenth of May, 1533, being lowed down to Greenwich 
with a good deal of ceremony, after an oration deli- 
vered to them by " one Master Henry Sidney, a great 
favourite of King Edward." The king himself would 
have been present, but he was then on the bed of hi* 
last sickness. After liome delay, the squadron sailed 
from the river, and finally from Harwich. It^any 
of those embarked often looked back, and " could not 
re&ain from tears, considering into what hazards they 
might fall," says the narrator. They were, bXoh ! too 
tfuly the last teats many of them were doomed to 
shed in sight of their native land. To the melun- 
cboly fate of Sir Hugh Willoughhy a vei7 great in- 
terest lias always been attached; anA hia *torj >«■»* 
iuBglD the mouths of sentnen on i!atm\iav^^'^'i>^- 
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" The little Bquadron proceeded to the northwird, \ 
touching in its way st the island oi' Rost, nhioh ia i 
donbt the island of Roesl, in the LafficEclen group, o 
&e coast of Norway, calle d Rustene in tbo narratii 
of Quiimo's shipwreck. They soon passed some othet l 
islanda named the " Croaa of Islands." Sir Hagb L 
WiUoughby then called a council of officers, and fixed, L 
BB a. place of rendezvous, the port of Wardhuys, in V 
Norway ; arranging, that they who chanced to Btriw « 
there first should remain until the others came in. Oa 
the very same day a storm arose, about four o'clock in 
the afternoon, which scattered the ships and espoaad^ 
them to great peril. Sir Hugh, diuing the gale, spbkaM 
to Chancellor, in the Edward Bonaventura, r 
fur from him, but it was not possible for the latter to™ 
Gompiy, as Willoughhy's ship sailed faster than Chi 
cellor's, and was borne out of sight. The e 
vessel also soon disappeared. From this time Chall{ 
ceUor Baw no more of the commander ol 
tion. His boat was observed to go liown by si 
against the side of the ship, while yet in 
After this. Chancellor steered for Wardhuys, I 
tended place of meeting in the event of 
There he remained seven days, and getting ni 
of Sir Hugh, with his two ships, who, it is probali 
hud overshot the port, he deterOuned to 
voyage alone. He discovered the northeru part Q 
Muscovy subsequently, and brought a Russian C 
vvy to Jin^Und, but be himself perished, with h 
Jtb^at tit^igft, in S(»tUnd,Biid nMA^ <^>ti 



w. The Russian envoy was ss 
uda iatroduced at the Britiab court 
ints wers among the drowned. 

m to Sir Hugh Willoughby. 
ent iboiid in the Speronzu, which, with Ibica 
C vessel, was froien up in the harliour 4^| 
L, in Lapland, it appeared tbat they remained 4 
three days. They then visited other islondi,-! 
Chaueellur lost sight of tlieto, their nairatiw f 
that tiiey looked about for him in vi 
anavtis orer. The ConEdeutia was in aitrh^] 
itting no view of the other vessel, they si 
east and by north, hoping to fall in with Wa* 
aa had been agreed upon in case of par 
ny. Tliey found that they were on the wrong 
They changed their course south-east and 
til ; the land evidently not making as it waa 
xm on the globe. In this direction they ran 
igbt leagues. Tbcy were thus sailing about, 
tly at a loss for the port they were seekinfCt 
he fourteenth of August, when they saw land, 
ukt not get on sliore for ice and shoal water. 
rata Seynam, east a hundred and sixty leagues, 
sin lat. 72°. They continued to beat about, often 
it of land, nnlil the fourteenth of September, 
tbey were desirous of enlcring some harbour, 
'baul the Confidentia. They were now near 
three havens, with high, rocky land around. 
Tbey went on shore in the boat, ^ut cwAi 
iabxbitants. Vpou tJiis they ag&m sirt aaft, 
liaff oo belter place, they retumeid alii- 
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anchored, on the ei)i;hb!entli of September, iS 
tklhouM water. The harbour which they - 
in was their last aiipliorafie. It was in lire 
a^MUt half a league, and ran inland southerly a 
two leagues. There they saw a Kood many large' 
seah, and whales, with bears, deer, foxe^l 
various animals described as "strange" tod 
They had remained a week only, when they foinw 
weather get very wild, with frost, snow, and hail ; 
the Beason being far advanced, they determine 
winter there. Parties of three men were then 
patched in three different directions, to see if 
itoutd discover inhabitants; but, having gone a 
OB three days' journey off. they returned unsuiscei 
neither people nor habitations being seen. ' 
ends their own journal. The unfortunate cie| 
the two ships were found frozen to death, in tHtA 
harbour, by the Russians. The name of the twS 
Arzina Reita, not far from Kegor, in Lapland^- i 
one survived to tell the history of their sul&i 

lA wiU was found in Sic Hugh Willoughby'iH 
which, from its date, proved that Sir Hugh ani 
company muBt have been alive in January, 1534 
This is all which is left upon record respectini 
loss of these two gallant crews. It is impossib 
say whether they wanted fuel, or whether the sc 
was the immediate cause of their luelaDcholy 
They had an abundance of provisions. The trac 
oftbeir Ate informs us, that they were frozen to A^ 

and that in this stale they wete ^aani,'Jmi%ai 
rear, by some Russians. 
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a more melancholy doom. The)- wero well pro- 
vided with everything which huniaii foresight could 
suggest, to ^ard them og^nst the accideots uf the 
sea ; their shijis were entire, and in harbom'. Under 
all the circumstanceB, the deplorable end of Bir Hugh 
Willoughlij' has come down to posterity among the 
masX lameotable and melancholy which the nauti- 
cal annals of the world record. 

Sir Humphrey Gilbert was not diaaimilar from 
6irHugh Willoi^hby, either as regards the charac- 
ter, enterprise, or misfortune of the individual. H« 
Has one of those distinguished naval commanders that 
sdomed the Elizabethan age, when talent of every 
. kind was so happily called forth for the protection and 
glory of the empire. He was descended of a Devon- 
abire family, residing not far from Plymouth ; and, 
bein^ a second son, had to track, out his own path to 
fcKlune. He was dietinguished for his intellectual 
.acquirements, his courage, and bold actions, before 
Ite became noted as a commander, or promulgated to 
. the world any of those enlarged views in his profes- 
wm for which he was subsequently distinguished. 
He was nearly related to Sir Walter Raleigh, and 
'vras blighted for his public services in Ireland. 
Among his other designs, that of founding colonies 
meema to have been foremost, and in 1 578 he obtained 
fkiQ power from Queen Elizabeth to undertake a 
voyage of discovery on the continent of America., a.nd. 
to settle sucfi parts as no Christian pivcico at ^o* 
tubjeeta coald claim from previous poBae^WV., N- 
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discotirse, wriOen by him, and creditable b> fa 
lentil, upon tho pi'aclicability of a north-west pasBag^ 
is extant in Hnkluyt. 

In 3583, Sir Huiaphrey left England, on hii 
oond voyage, vrith five shipB, sailing out of Plym 
Bound on the eleventh of June. On the thiitie4( 
four Tesftels wore in sight of Newfoundlaud. « 
of the ships, commanded by Captain Butler, and d 
property of Sir Walter, then Mr. Raleigh, havin 
returned home on aocount of a iMinta^oos diMfT 
breaking out on board. On the third of August 111 
landed in Newfoundland, and took poaKeBsjon of I 
harbour of St. John's, in the name of the Qvasatf 
England. A diacovery was mode at the SBme tioM 
□f a supposed silver mine, by a Sa^con miner, bniuglt 
oat on purpose in the squadron. The vessels remu» 
iag with Sir Humphrey at this time, were tbe Dtr 
light, Golden Hinde, Swallow, and SquirreL Ifet 
largest vessel was but one hundred and twenty tam 
while the smallest was only ten. The Swallow WH 
gent home with tlie sieli. Sir Humphrey then «■> 
barked in the Squirrel, of ten tons, because she ■"• 
light and best adapted for entering shallow cradH 
and ]ilace8 where there was but a small draught it 
water. To brave the stlonny seas of a high □orthctl 
latitude in a similar vessel would seem, to moikal 
seamen, an unwise act; but it is probable, thotii 
those days the management of ships of a small ■ 
was much more perfect thm when the tannage wW 
more considerable. 
Sir Hampbrey left the h2iboMioSS\„Siia^»«»i'4i 



twentieth of AngUBt. On the twenty-seventh he was 
in latitude 44°, with fur weather. On the twerty- 
nintfa, a storm amee, and the Delight, the largest 
vesselof the squadron, was lost. Sixteen only made 
their escape in the buat. The crews had been 
amusing themselves the day previous with their 
drums, tnunpeti, and hautboys, in greiit tnirth and 
gaiety. The first appearance of change was a dense 
fog; which enveloped the ships, followed by a gale of 
wind, loatb by east. They could not see beyond the 
head of the vessel. The Golden Uinde, all of a 
sudden, got entangled among rotks and shoals. The 
Delight beat still iarther in among them. Finding 
the saimdings constantly varied, a signal was made 
to the Delight, by the Golden Hinde, to stand out, 
hat it remained unnoticed. She soon afterwards 
Blmck on a sbual, and her stem was quickly beat to 
pieces. This was a fata] blow to the prospects of Sir 
Himipbrey; the valne of the ship, the lives of the 
crew, a Saton miner, and eren the specimens of 
diver ore, which latter were to be his recommenda- 
Hon for fi Iresh loan of money at home, to complete 
ha enterprise, were all tost to him. At this time, 
the pccious metaU were always associated with the 
Ainerirun continent; probably from the riches the 
Spaniards had obtained in the southern parts. It is 
lingular that specimens of rich ore ore said to havs 
been feond in places, on their first discovery, where 
» better knowledge of them has provi^ t^vat wwv 
traces oftlie precioua metal.s do not exist. 
Tie GhJdea Hinde and Sqtiirrel, all no's \e.^ «^ *>* 
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five ships which originally set sail from Plymoutli, I 
stood east by south. The water shoaled, and then, J 
deepened from lour to seven fathoms, and then shoalau 
to i'tmr or five Rgain, with a very high sea. 4H 
the time the Delight went on the rni^kB, her boat w^| 
afloat at the stern, it having fortunately been hoisl^l 
out the day before, when the weather was line, ts 
pick up some birds which had been shot. Into this 
boat a part of the crew were, by great exertion, en- 
abled to get, anil to pick upothers. The paptainnndii 
hundred of the crew jierished with the ship ; and 
besides the SaKon before mentioned, who said be , 
had discovered the silver ore, a learned man from 
Buda in Hungary, called Budmus on board, but | 
whose name was Stephen Parmenius, who had 
written a Latin poem in praise of Sir Humphrey, and 
had gone out to write an account of the voyage, 
and what he saw, in the Latin tongue, was among 
tlie sufferers. The bearing of Captain Browne, viC 
had been transferred from the Swallow into the De- 
light, was, upon this oceasion, of the most hemii 
character. When the fate of the vessel was seen to 
be inevitable, he was advised to save him^lf by th* 
boat, or at least to make the attempt. He spunisd 
tho counsel, refusing to set the example of desertJng I 
the ship and abandoning the larger portion of the 
crew, who could have no hope of escape. Hef»B- I 
tinned to the last to exhort those on board not to givS^ 
way to despair ; and hrmly upon the deck of ViJfW 
vessel be awaited, with, magtianiuuraa ^e«A^iatioE(rl 
tie termination of the catastto^be. Tie >;a>M.'VM 
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endure the apptebension of a reproucb fiir leaving 
his fihip, even when hope was extinguished. The 
master, named Richard Clarke, was one of those 
preaerved in the boat At first they had hu!e chance 
of prolonging their existence but for a very short 
time. They every moment expecled to he awallowed 
up by the sea. They bad but one oar. their boat 
was very small, and the storm was so \iolent that no 
sail could be carried even by a ship. 

Ihiring two dayii, in this destitute situation, and 
without provisionB of any kind, they drifted before 
the teropcGt. It was feared the boat could not live 
niuch longer in such a sea unless hghtened, and one 
of the party, byname Headley, proposed that lots 
ehould be drawn, and those who drew the four shorteBt 
of the number should be thrown overboard. Tims 
a better chance would be afforded to the survivors of 
keeping atlodt and reaching land. The muster 
nobly answered, " No, we will all live or die in p/ira- 
pany ! " The master was then interrogated by 
Heudley, whether his meiuory was correct, for he had 
intimated they might soon make the land. He re- 
plied that ho was certain of the fact, and they might 
hope to make it in two or three days, Dis-simuluting, 
to keep up their spirits, he assured them it was only 
sbout sixty leagues off, though he knew it was as 
much again. The conduct both of the captain and 
master of this vessel exhibited that striking heroism 
to which bravery in the field of batt\e is \i'i\. we- 
coadarf. and yet too many such exampVea V^se 
i awsf upon the great waste ol viate^*, \iraw- 
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ticed B.Dd unknowD ; while inferior deeds have faei 
blazoned in bisUiry as worthy the laurel wieall 
thus partial is the diBtribution of human glory ! 

The third and fourth day paased over the bet 
of tliea(» unfortunate men without sustenance. Th 
picked up the weed borne on the surface of the itm 
ing waves around them, and eagerly dsvoured, 
drinking the sea water. Their strength was rapid 
leaving them, and death, in its most fearful fte 
was bef[H« thein. The man called Heudkf tt 
Another died on the Hfth day. All wished it kw 
please God to take tlieia nut of their misery. Sia 
they had left the ship, the sun had been but ae 
visible. All the nights but one had been starkM, 
that the darkness augmented their sufleringe. Hi 
were all, except the master, Richard Clarke, pn 
ing for death. On the sixth day after the wm 
Clarke, calm and eollscted. still endeavoured to n 
fort Ihcm with the hope of soon making the )m 
They expressed their doubts that they should m 
again cast their eyes on the welcome shore. Ha If 
thorn to throw him overboard if they did not bu 
laud on the seventh day, and this rallied their apis 
for they seem to have reposed great trust in Iub d 
and knowledge. 

The seventh day broke, aud one hour before ih 
they got a sight of the shore. In (he 
they landed, but were so weak that it was with i 
cult}- they could assist each otiiet out of the h 
^ey lell on tlieir knees ani\ ttiaTLVtAGnAfen-i 
(feiVerance. The strongei *«^ \ie\^eA *« 
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feeble to a tn'oofc, where they refreshed themselves 
with the water, and quenched tht^ir intolerable 
thirst. The? gathered and ate at somo berries thaf 
Ibuad growing wild near the spot. During the whole 
lime thej bad been in the boat, thsy remarked tbkt 
tbe wind had blown from the south, wliich was upon 
the land. Alter they had got on shore, within an 
bour it dnfted to the north. Had this happened 
while they were at sea, they never could have made 
t}ie land, and must all have perished. 

The next day, Clarke divided them into parties oi 
three, to search for food; beinfj to rende^evous toga- 
ther at noon, with what they could collect, for the 
common stock. They were fortunate enough la find 
■ great quantity i>f peas growing wild; left laiginally, 
perfasps, by former visiters to the same nhore, better 
pnnrided than tlley were. For tliree days they lived 
« these peas and on berries, and at night sheltered 
themselves in a hut, rudely constructed of the boughs 
iif trees. 

They had preserved (heir boat, did, being a httle 
ncovered from their fonaer feeble state, they rowed 
along the shore, with the design of making thoGreat 
Bay of Newfoundland, which waa then annually ire- 
qoented by Spaniards engaged in the whale fishery. 
tnien hungry, they landed to eat berries and peas. 
"Ouy had not proceeded far in this way when a 
Spanish ship fell in with them, tile captain of which 
jnvted a kind friend. He took them to St. Jean i* 
2.aa, in the Bay of Biscay ; and when the SpM\\tii6a 
tame OD board, told them they were poot 6,fth«rm«ft. 



<t B,iiaj at Newfoundland. He set them on shol 
I jn the night, only ten miles from the French ttn 
I liers, which they reG.ch.ed before day broke, and 
ft JlBving escaped, travelled to England through Fraiu 
I jrhere they safely arrived about the end of the y* 

r history having thus terminated, it will ' 
t-^raper to go back to the Golden Hinde and Squiq 
.e crews of these ships, dispirited at the loss off 
<t vessel of the squadron, still continued t 
Dut in those thick fo^ which are so coma 
! shores of Newfoundland. They were daily 
hopes of better weather, and sailed up and down, 
this expectation and the belief that they were nea 
land, until b scarcity of provi ions on board i 
them impatient of their situation. The ccew ol 
Squirrel was already oa short allowance. 
Sir Humphrey Gilbert to return to England, 
crew of the Giolden Hinde joined in the same 
quest. Sir Humphrey Gilbert, whose enthusu 
did not seem abated by his disasters, engaj 
them to accompany him again in the follow 
spring. The commander of the Golden Hinde ^ 
of a different opinion from Sir Humphrey, andt 
engaging to retm'n, was solely intluenced by hia i 
Litermination. On the thirty-first of August, t" 
^t«ced their course, during a fresh breeze and h 
pea, and directed it for their native land. 

r Humphrey had hurt his foot, and, on the 

do/ September, went onWatA&tGdi.iKa.ffi 

dressed by the ftwgeon ot WiA Am^, 



repeated the visit to partake uf an entertainment with 
the captain, moittcr, and crew. He spoke of his 
diEappointment on losing hia pajwra and the ore 
vhiub the Saxon refiner had procured in Newfound- 
land, which, as before remarked, had been loat in tile 
r>elight. The Squirrel was overloaded, having heavy 
artillery on board, and things on deck so much above 
her tonnage, that her sit\iation at that season of the 
year was considered dangerous by those on Itoard the 
Hinde- They advised Sir Humphrey to sliift into 
the larger vessel. He generously replied in the 
negative : " X will not," said he, " now desert my 
little vessel and crew, after we liave encountered so 
many perils and stomis together." 

The Golden Hinde supphed the boat of the Squir- 
rel with what provisions were necessary, and Sir Hum- 
phrey returned in it ta that ship. They were then 
about three hundred leagues on their voyage to Eng- 
land. A vessel of ten tons, laden hku the Squirrel, 
was too biobII to resist the waves in the Atlantic. 
On the ninth uf September she tbundered, and Sir 
Humphrey perished, when they were in the latitude 
oF En^and. The Squirrel was near foundering in 
the afternoon of the same day she went doivn ; at 
which time, and when they were in imminent danger. 
Sir Humphrey was seen from the Hinde, sitting in 
the stem of the ship with a book in his hand, and 
was heard to call out, "Courage, my lads ! we are ait 
near heaven at sea as on land !" It was about twelve 
u'clock at night when the ship went down. 

Afr. Sdward Hayea, one of those w\io at(«TO.-?M\\eA 
Sir Hanipbrey la hia last voyage, \ia& ^etl ««sei^ . 
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interostin^piirttnilarsof Sir Humphrey Gilbert's pro- 
jects and pnieeeilings before his Bhipwreck, — th^ 
would be out of pluce hen?. 

In the year 1594, three vessels, and a Hmall bnk 
for the purpose of fishing, were sent out from Hot 
land to discover a nnrth-oast passage, but 
unsuccessful. The Dutch, about thut time, wen 
most enterprising; maritJioe people in Europe ; t 
alone whs their object, for the Dulrh, of all nU 
seem to have deviated least in their operations 
the absorhinft end of ftcquirinft wealth. 
oxiBting commuuities that huve made the 
ment of gold the stimulus to activit}', and have 
least scrupulous about the trouble of 
Neither Bcienee nor maritime power w»« 
them any other than secondary objects, 
just so far as they administered to prcFfit. 
to Japan had long been thought practicable Vf 
north-eastern passage between Asia and the 
and they hoped to save time in their voyj^^s 1o ttrf 
eastern colonies. It is remarkable, that rich capJUl^' 
ists, who will not expend a farthing on a cd til 
hazardous adventure where gain, though probaUs,*!! 
be sraal!, will risk large Knms on the contingiilif 
of a remote chance, improbable in suiwess, hut tofl- 
liant in hope of profit. This is the sjHrit of trsffitr 
and this encouraged the Dutch in their days <E, 
early adventure to fhrm companieB for objects beytotf 
the power of individual exertion. The govemneHt' 
often joined in these TinioTtBtao?:^. btdivtdiudr 
'rf'Aardjfranie, gifted with great f'^*'"'^ wATO»i«fcn 
»«ra BSMihr found ia k coat^ry like BiffiaiA.-, V^ 



^^^^^ptTBnoe, ammiiting to olMtinai^y, being inherent 
^^^te Dutch diSTReter, none oiuld be better adapted 
to onnbaC the dangers of weberes and the biiJIting 
Bangition of arcUc reg^ionaiTi gcareh of new openinfrs 
kr profitable speculation. Id genius they might be 
MuUiig — in dogged Inbour no one could ever oceuse 
them of bein^ deHcient. 

NstwltiiHtan^ng the failure of all who had at- 
taitped ta reach 77° 45' nwtb latitude, and described 
dte icy barrier which obstructed a furtJier proj^ss, 
As Duttili still clung to the vain hope they had in- 
jnlged, of ft'ading by the north-east to China. They 
mit seven vessels in the fallowing year, aU but one 
tOBidcd witli goods for tiie esutt, no confident were they 
(fa new »cinrce of wealth bythe path which the genius 
tf Incre had brightly depicted in their imagination, 
Ihey sot sail only In be foiled near Waygatz Sbaits, 
nd to find the ice too pertinacious even for Dutuh 
t. Uopewaanotestinguiabedby tliisfre^ 
Again in 1596. the city of Amster- 
wo more vessels, thuugh we are not 
d whether they were as richly laden as their 
lad been, upon the strength of antid- 
IMsd success. These oessels were commanded in 
^ef by Jacob Vim HeemakiTk, who k iiaid by mate, 
■Iter Us return, to have been killed at Gibraltai in 
n engagement at sea, in 1607. holding the roukaf 
idniiraL William Barentz joined the squadron— an . 
tooeUmt pilot, who had gainad both reputation and 
■pojeiiM in Amier voyagea to the noifii. Gsbw*i. 
A Voer, who wrote the hiHtat; of fl» eo,\jmvns». 
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twiled with Borentz and Heemskirli.. The second 
ship was commanded by John Cornelius Rjp. 

On the twenty-second of May, 1S96, they left 
Holland, and had not long set sail before they u 
two parhelia, one on each side ol' the sim, ai 
travotsed by two rainbows. Two other rainbows we 
seen in the heavens at the same time. 

They fell in with floating ice on the fifth of Jane, 
and took it at first for a Hock of swana. The sea 
of a deep green colour. They were now in lat 7fi 
Bailing through the ice as if among islands. TbejT 
soon alter discovered an island five miles long, is 
lat. 74° 30', upon which they made good their landing 
Here they encountered a white bear swimming il 
the sea, and pursued it in their boat with a nocw 
hut its size and ferocity made them pause until th^ 
obtained additional assistance. It was a thing nri 
much to the credit of their prowess, that tor fim 
hours they wena eng:agod with the animal, endeavoiv- 
ing in vain to destroy it So strong was .the boar, thil 
it awam away with an axe stnick into its back, nM 
again pursued, and at length the contest tenninatel 
by one of the men cleaving its head down with I 
hatchet, TBe flesh was not good eating, but tluf! 
gave the island the name of Bear Island iroin tbB 
circumstance of their meeting the animal there, 
Ues about halfway between South Cape, Spitzbergdb 
and Hammorfest, south east of the former land, ud 
was afterwards called by the English Cherry Island. 
They saiJed as far noit^i a» 6Q° \\' \n "iio ahoisi 
of,iSpiizbeigeii, of which th*Y ■wete ^i^^wWq ■&« 
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dLscoverers ; they bad there tnother combat with a 
bear equally foraudable and obstinate with that at Bear 
Island. The Dutchmen were again the victors, and 
bore off the skin, which measured thirteen feet in 
length. They tbund a great number of red gccso on the 
land hatching their egp ; their cry when driven off was 
" rot, rot, rot." They also diEcorered a good port or 
harbour, and leaves and grass were seer, which will 
not grow at Nova Zembia, though farther south. 
They were arrested by fields of ice in their progress to 
the northward. They therefore proceeded in their 
discoveries more to the south, and getting again in 
sight of Bear Island, the pilot Barents and Comehus 
Ryp disagreed about the course, and the two ships 
parted company. 

On the seventeenth of July, they reached the 
coast of Nova Zembia, not far from Loms' Bay, 
and encountering^ the ice, anchored at Cross Isle. 
On the twentieth thoy were in lat. 7B° 15'. Eight 
men had a narrow escape iroai two bears at this 
place, and but for the resolute conduct of Heemskirk. 
who made them rally in a body, they having taken 
to flight, the rearmost would have fallen a prey to 
the animals. Their terrible accounts of combating 
the northern bears speak little for their resolution. 
By the narrative of eight English seamen, who were 
at Spitsbergen a few years al'Cerwards, and who had 
only half a dozen lances for arnis, these bears were 
lulled without any imminent risk. 

They were now ia the midst of extensive ^\mw4 al 
«6 «od aatmgJceberga which obatruttei tVe *iv^t 
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progreshi. Some of tfaeae were afloat, and 4 
aground in deep water. Barents calculated oi 
&ese icebfTfx to be more than three hundrec 
from the baise to the summit. In tlie comnienoe 
of August the ic'e-fielda faogon to break up witi 
nouje of thunder. They foHtened the ship te o 
thoK which had grounded, and saw hundreds uf an 
ones drive past them. They non sailed neare 
coast, and shifted their mooring ground to avoid 
dental dan^r, as the necessity of the momen 
manded. They landed on Nova Zembla, do 
which they now lay, and ascending a high laow 
discovered that the sea was open to the soulli-ei 
tar as the eye could cumroand. This gave 
hopes of still succeeding in the discoveries on ( 
they were sent, and they prepared bi avail thenu 
of the opportunilj. They were on the nortl: 
side of Nova Zembla, near the shore of the nor 
Cape. There they lost a boat and their ship's n 
by floating ice. and on the twenty-seventh of Ai 
were completely beset with it. At intervals it I 
up, but the vessel could not proueed, and was 
finally frozen in, on the west side of loe Haven, 
crew went on shore, finding they had nit altara 
but to winter on this land of horrors, They 1 
a A«8h-water river two miles from the shore, aso 
covered traces of animals. They also met wHb 
quantities of drift wood, a fortunate circnmstanc 
men in their circumstances. 
Jhe ice now {kccum.alate^ \Aioq.\. '^'sb. ^!^ 
*owjs were lifted up onit,ao4\veI6^la^l■wn»wa 
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crusted, so that the; feared ehe would be entirely de- 
stroj-ed. They got their beat on shore first, and next 
saoured provisions, arms, itnd ammunition. On tim 
fourteenth, of September, they bopan to i-xillect drift 
wood t» baild a hut, and <]rew it on sled^^ over the 
anow aod ice to a spot near where the Khip lay. 
They employed thirteen men in bringing the wood 
on sledfres, and three in preparing it, but they only 
nccumplished two trips a day owing to the shortnew 
of daylight, »nd to fatigue. On the twenty-third of 
Septemlier, the carpenter £ed, and wos laid in a 
fiasure in a hill, the ground being too hard to dig a 
prav*. Others of the company now began to feel ill. 
There were sixteen persons in all left on this raelaa- 
choly shore. They got the rafters of the hut fixed, 
tfaou^h the cold would scarcely allow them to work. 
If they put a nail in their mouths, it stuck to theii 
lips with the cold, and the blood followed its removaL 
They tried to thaw the earth round their hut in 
Tain, ^at they might dig it up and cluse the bottom 
rone lecurely, but they consumed too large a portion 
of Aeir firewood in the vain attempt; the ground 
was froxen too hard and deep. They shot a bear 
about this time, end set it up on its legs that it might 
(reeie, hoping to take it to Holland. A bear pursuing 
a seaman towards the ship soon afterwards, seeing 
his fellow beast, stopped to look at it, and allowed the 
man to escape. Thrar sufferings and forlorn state 
were out of description miserable, and almost be^dTvA 

Tteir bat was not finished tiW t\vc VseV'Seo- «K 
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October, 1596. Part of the crew then weot on show 
to sleep, and suffered dreadfiiHy from the cold. Their 
chimnej' was not completed, neither bad they bed- 
clethea in suffitient quantity ; the Bmoke too waa in- 
tolerable to their eyea. They now got their lauiuh 
on shore, and made haste, befure daylight disappeared 
altogether, to land the romainder of their pniviaion& 
They succeeded in completing their preparations whib 
the sun was yet above the horizon. 

On the thirtieth of September, they contrived * 
lamp from oil which they ostracted out of the fe,t of 
tlie bears they bod killed. The cold continued Id 
increase. On the second of November, only part ot 
the sun was seen ; and on the fourth it CDtirely 
disappeared. The allowance to each man in prD- 
^isiuns, was four pounds five ounces evc^ eight da]^. 
Two small cups of wine were allowed to each 
daily, the beer having been injured by freezing ; and 
sixteen cheeses were served out to the company, everj 
man being left to his own discretion as respected their 
use. Not u word is said of onimal food, but it is pre- 
sumed they bad plenty from the ship's stores, for they 
did not eat the bears tbcy took, though they devoured 
the foxes. These last they easily caught in traps ; 
tliey found them plentiAd, and the flesh was as good 
as that of the rabbit. The bears disappeared when 
the sun went below the horinon, but tbe foxes 
fortunately remained in plenty. They placed the 
traps in such a manner that the captured fox could 
lie drawn into the hut at once.ta -^iCTent ^ing out 
jveo tbe cold. ITie surgeoa coirtnNwi. a. "Xw.'&.m' 
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cask for the people, who ibund it of great use and 
highly salutary. 

Snow-storms soon blocked up their hut, and the 
L-old became so intense they could barely endure it. 
linen &oie in an instant taken out of warm water. 
The (closeness of the hut nearly suffocated them ' 
from the smoke, and if the fire became low the walls 
were soon covered with thick ice, even the beds wero 
lined with it. Except when employed in cooking, 
they lay constantly in their beds. Oftentimes they 
heard tremendous noises like thunder break the fear- 
ful stillneGs of the unbounded frozen waste around 
them — it seemed like the bursting asunder of moun- 
tains, and the dashing them into atoms. This sound 
was probably caused by the fracture of the ice at sea. 
Tlieir clock stopped from the cold, hut they managed 
to know how time went by a twelve-hour glass. On 
the sixth of December they found the cold so in- 
tense they had no expectation of surviving it. They 
«nild keep themselves warm by no resources thoy 
oould command. Their wine froze, and they were 
obliged to melt it every two days, when half a pint 
was served out to each man. They knew not day 
from night, the moon shining brighOy ; there was no 
distinction at the time their clack stopped, and they 
were perplexed to know what time of the twenty-four 
hours it might be when they set their hour-glasi , 
On the seventh of December they went on board 
their ship fiiT some coals, and made u^a.^Qoi^x^'A 
the erening. wbieh gave them muc\i (wnctort. Twk^ 
bad a narrow escape, howeyer, fioTa ft\e "iB.\ra5(3 
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Sx closing eyeiy aperture of the hut to keep>'lj 
heat as much as passible, a seaman, who was ii 
poBediirstcomplainedof notbemgnbleto bewit 
then they were all attacked with vertigoi and i 
acarcely stand, until the duor wag opened, when 
first who reached it fell down faint on the s 
Gerard de Veer recuvered the <hllen man by ap\ 
Img bis faee with vinegar, and tlie (resh ail ma 
in lestored them again. A glass of wine wh< 
■erved out to eat^h tuaii to recover him com^ 
On the nineteenth of December they camfbrtad U 
aehes that half the time of the sun's absence waai 
The seamen's shoes weie now frozen oo hard that 
could not be worn, and they made themselves il^ 
of skins, and put on several pairs of sorka toga' 
to keep their feet ill heat. Tbe i<:e was an inch I 
cm. tha sides of tlieir hut, and when they went oi 
deal weather, their clothes became white with 
and iue. They increased the size of their flrei 
from thrar reconl warning kept an opening for 
emoke. They had used all the wood laid up ia I 
hut by the middle of January, and they were oU 
to shovel away the snow on the outside to get 
fresh stock. This they found a task ol' great diffioi 
firom the eKcessive rigour of the cUmate. A par^ 
proceeded ta the ship, but found her &ozen ia 
before, and the ice accumulated within. They en 
a fox. in (he cabin, which they took to their hat 

They bad been eCDiionrica.\oH\i]eic')ra\B,\ 
'Vemi night with aavings itaa ■Cbea 
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^Hi^us making bh loeTTj as their (linmol situation 
wmdd pmnit. Tbey hncied them selves at hiirae in 
HoUand. Tbej' made pancakes with meal uid oil. 
Bud soaking biscuit in their wine, drank tu the three 
kings of Cologne, and comlbrted themselves a^ if 
tbey had been at a " great feast." They drew lota 
vim ehonld be long of Nova Zembla, and it fell to 
die pmnet to be tlie monarch of tliat dtnnain of cold 
and deeolatdoc In short, Ihey mode tllemudvea as 
h^py aa if they bad been in their awn bouses among 
the dykes of Holland. Thus does enjoyment, evaa 
in the'most adverse times, come to the very portal 
of Biaery at tbe roitid's bidding. 

They had stormy leather for several succeeiUitg 
dayi. till about tiie fifteenth of January, during 
wbKh they confined thetaaehes to their hut They 
beard the fines running over their headn. but could 
out cateh them, which they regretted, as their pro- 
visions were beginning to run short. The inteosa 
edU kbsorbed every other sensation. They applied 
hot itoDes to their teet and budies to keep them 
varai : com flirting themselves, that now the sun was 
about letorning to them, wit)^ a little patience he 
wotddwarm and gladden tbem again with lu^beiuas. 
Even sitting before their fire, their baeks would be- 
come white with frost, while tbeir stockings would 
be burned b<»fore they eould £eel the heat tu their 
feet. 

They visited their ship a second time, tmd found 
tacea of bears, and goiiig below, t^actPwwei 'Aie, \Rfe 

aSml higheria dm bold than it laail been a»%JM^l- 



They had little hope now that their TesBel winild 
ever float again, and resolved to spare their coals, 
lest they should be obliged to set saH in their launch, 
The return of the bean indicated that the foxet 
would diBttppear, for the latter, were never seen when 
the bears were roaming about in any number. 

Gerard de Veer and Jacob Heemskirk, going viA 
a third person to the sea-aide towards the southt oB 
the twentj'-fourth of January, the day being clear, 
saw the edge of the sun above the horizon. T!\af 
imparted the welcome news to their friends, Iwt 
Barentz was incredulous, as the return was thongU 
too early by fourteen days. For two days afterwddl 
they had no opportumtv of verifying the feet, owing 
to the weather being thick and cloudy. It appears 
that they had the Epheiueridea of Joseph Scah 
Ibem ; and they had the sand-glass of twelve hours: 
so that many of them insisted the thing 

TheyloBt one of their number on the twenty-sixtli; 
he had been long ill ; they interred him & 
under the snow, though they hod great difficult (n 
digging a grave, from the severity of the cold, 
last office of the living to the dead being over, 1ihef_ 
retired within their hut to breakfast, and talking (f 
the prodigious quantity of snow that fell, they 
that if their door was blocked up they could get' 
through the chimney. The captain would 
climb up to try the experiment, and another Tn»n' 
g-jing outside to obser^-e if ^e s.\i'iceoie&, 
entire orb of the sun above t\ve Vonitm. T^'-wgia 
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soon enabled them to take exercise, though ihe 
weather still remained as severe as before, Ths 
iTiow fell at times as heavily as ever, so that it 
blocked up their dour, and they were furced ti) 
make use of their chimney, for their place of ingress 
and egress. The bears now retmned to the naigb- 
bourhuud of the but. They managed to kill one 
n-hich aen'ed them with a hundred vieigbt of ^eaae 
for their lamp, A number of Ibxes coming to devour 
the carcase, they feared the bears would visit the 
place in consequence, and they buried the romaiiis 
of the animal deep in the snow. They had provided 
too little wood for fuel, and were now obhged to go 
and l»dng home more, dragging it all the way as 
they had done at Qrst. Their bodily strength was 
so much reduced, that the labour was found l|dB- 
plOTBbly onerous. A shght relaxation of cold In 
February was followed in the next month by cold of 
increased rigour. Thoy were totally blocked up in 
their hut by snow on the twenty-fourth of March, 

On the HLxth of April, they attempted to shoot a. 
bear which approached close to their dwelling, but 
their guns missed fire, and the animal came down 
the steps they had cut in the snow directly against 
their door. The captain, frightened and con- 
fiised, could not fix the bar of wood which usually 
constituted the fastening, but they contrived to hold 
the door home so fast that the animal could not enter, 
and it then walked away. The creature soonnotui^sd. 
again, roaring around the hut to the gteaS. ^bctwc 'A 
its iaaiHea: at last it got on the tooS, wtacV "Coa-j 
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feared it would bave broken, being quite furious. 
nail hoisted on the uut«ide of the but. tbe bear tm 
to piece* ill his anger. No other injury ensued, and 
the darkness of the night, which now fell in, 
vented them from attemptiiig a second time to shatA 
the animal. 

It is impossible nnt to see that tbe suffereiB in 
vaaxij tbinga did not display a sound judjfmmt 
They conveyed, at iramense labour, the trunks d 
trees nearly two miles over tbe snow to build tl 
hut on the part of tbe shore nearest the ship ; tb 
delay in getting it erected was therefore very WD' 
siderable. They had to bring their fuel ths ■ 
distance, an exhauatiug task, instead of buildHig 
themsolres a hut where the materials vere ri 
hand, and merely erecting a slight sheltar ov 
spot nearest the ship for the stores, whence A? 
night be fet^ihed away easily as they were wai 
A few sails wuuld have sufficed for such a shehc 

The sea began to open, as early as tbe middfeof 
March. ti> within seventy-five pai^es of the ah^; 
though a new frost came on and increased the tt- 
tance to five hundred on the fourth of May. They tt 
not wait to see whether their vessel might again ba 
serviceable. They preferred the chance of gmngin 
their boats, and of venturing to crosa a sea three <t 
four hundred Issues in them to trusting an un- 
certain event As they hail no doubt been well acoua- 
tomed to the Polar shores, they must have bBCB 
aware of tbe eeason at which tW\ittA\ien>ms fllw 
of ice, and no doubt acted fcr ftie^iesS.. TiiBatwA 



WOE still homnied in by the fiosl, the ioe lay in 
lulls araund her. Perhaps their uifik-iiifra aug- 
mented their desite la depart at any h&zard. 

On the twenty-ninth nf Uay, they attempted to dig 
theii boats out of the huow, but they luade u very 
dilatory progress, owing to their bodily weakneas, and 
tbey vere turveil to desist. A second time a bear 
drove tbem all to tiight. They were at Last eiiahled, 
siter six days' labuur. to get out tlieii la.unch aud 
drag her to the ship. There they cut away her 
Stem and built another, more lofty, and hatter 
adapted to resist the waves. They then dragged the 
boat to the vessel, and put into her the various 
artjclos which were id their hut on shore. They 
were a Imig time occupied with thetie labours, owing 
lo the severity of the weather and their own debility. 
The twelfth of June wa^ spent inclearing the ice for 
tbe boats down to the water, and tlie iie.\t day all 
was ready to launch them. 

Barentz, the pilot, now wrote an account of their 
■liifwreck, and put it into a musket barrel, which he 
bung up in tlie chimney of Um but lie Ktoteil the 
purpose for which they left Holland, namely, that 
of finding a north-easteru passage ; the freezing up 
of their ship ; their being compelled to winter there, 
and the hEudnhips which they enditredat ley Huven. 
Tiua vas done that, should any mariners visit this 
ftvkim shore, and experience a eimilar fate, they 

igbt learn they had predecessut& in liutEetiiL^. 
Thve was also the probability- tha-X ftie^s nii^^. ti'e*«t , 
be heard of again, setting out, ba tt«^ ■«et& lii'sali.iK^ ■. 



do, in open boats on a Polar sea, and thus mt 
portion of their history, their dangers and distreaaw, 
might some day reach Holland. The whole of th( 
.sufferers signed this narrative. 

They now conveyed such stores as were necessary 
to take with them to the edge of the sea- Barenli 
and Andriz, having long been ill, were drawn a 
■the'ice on a aledge. The sick were divided between 
their two boats. On the fourteenth of June they st 
sail, after being ten months on those inhospitable 
shores. A westerly wind blew at the time, 
the^seventeenth. their departure before the si 
was sufficiently odvanced. became evident in 
getting among icebergs and ttoating fields of W 
which struck them so hard, that they nearly E 
tiered. At length they reached a large field of ioft 
and drew their boats upon it, Gerard de Veer, it 
great hazard, first venturing with a rope from p 
to piece until the main Held was attained. The sick 
■were then carried upon the ice and laid on blanket* 
while the boats were hauled up into a place of i 
rity. They had passed ley Cape two days befim 
when Barentz asked if they had yet reached it, Knl 
on being told it was in sight, requested he might bl 
lifted up to sec it once more, the ruhng passion rf 
this adventurous seaman being strong in deatlb 
About nine o'clock on the morning of the twentieth) 
it was communicated to those who were in the laimobi 
that Claes Andriz was near his end, he being in 
otber boat. Barentz then lw\ft. \ua cOTa^mawia ha 
•should not long sunive Antoi. "H.* "«»» »x ■&* ' 
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esamining a. chart of all the countries and 
obgects they hod seen on their voyape, made by 
Geiaid de Veer. No one suspected that what ha 
said was bo immediately to be ftilfiiled. Putting the 
chart on one Bide, he aeked De Ve.er (o give him 
■omethiDg to drink. Barentz swallowed what was 
pvea him, and found himself worse immediately j 
his eyes moved rapidly about for a moment, and he 
died HO suddenly, they had not time to call the cap- 
tain who was in the other boat. Andriz espirud at 
nearly the same moment. The death of Barents. 
vas a severe blow to hi» companions. Upon his ex- 
peiience and knowledge in navigation they reUed for 
their safety in the i\iture conduct of their navigation. 
during a peribua voyage in boala, they hardly knew 
tluther. 

Tbey found it necessary to repair their boats while- 
ML the ice, and then to drag them a considerable 
the water. From thence they were token, 
id time, and dragged a hundred paces more. 
they got involved in drift ice, and then were 
a storm, in which the mtzennmst 
lunch was broken, besides being very nearly 
This danger was scarcely past before the/ 
in environed by drift ice, which threatened 
destruction, sohd pieces closing upon them.. To 
add ta their dangers, as if those from the elements 
not enough, they were viailed by bears, which 
had. no doubt been carried off by t\\e vie Itqtq. ^laa 
Buio load. Three of these anima\aa^\it(iaE\wi'fioH.'Wi. 
Mtmidnigbt. The sentinel on Ibe \ao\s. u\A ?,we -eo*^ 



alam). nnd t.liey discbar^eil their muskets, nbich 
were only limlcd with swan shot, aX these fbnictoiiB 
anirOBlH, whinh moAe them rvtreHt. One was aftw- 
wwds killed with \m\\, when the others run awoy. 
Returning <ni the fotkiwintr Any, the bean caniad of 
the deed ciuraae to a conaiilerable distance, laA be- 
^an to devour it. A diarbirge i'rom a murtat 
fHghtunod them away again, leaving the canoM 
half [eaten. Four of the waniea eunld scarcity ItS 
the remaining portion of the dead animal from te 
ire, and yet one uf the bears hud home the »• 
tire carcase otF fVom the place where it was UIM. 
thuB astonishing the Dutchmen by its prodigjoB 
strength. 

The launch hail received so much injtny in CM- 
cussioiiB with the ice, that they were once BOM 
ohKged to haul it upon a field, to give it the neC MO uy 
repairs. Theoporati(mswereattendedwitli greatdas* 
ger, ftir they found that pieces of brittle ice freqaendy 
gave way under them. They all escaped after drag- 
Ring the boat tlu'eo hundred nnd fifty paces from tha 
water, and making, for some time aflorwards, bOt 
little progress. At last they reached Ctom lalattl 
where they procured a number of eggs, which thif 
ate, and found of great benefit in their exhuMtwI 
state. While enting these, the last of th^ wine wh 
served out, yielding three glasses each. The sea 
soon became obstructed with ice again, and they 
were obliged to get Upon it in one iuatance. and drag 
l/ieir boat a thousand paces aOToas, an o^CTi.'iHftTOsm 
*od more difficult to them, fewtf *^*™ ' 
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bodily wca.kness. It is probable thnt they <lid not 
keep out enough at £ua, lu they seutn to huve fallen 
in frdiuently with the land. Out at sea, ihej vould 
ptobably have rajcountered lesii ice. 

Towaida the end of July tbey came to Cape Cant, 
where tfaej were luclcy enough to kill a good many 
hiids and meat with a quantity uf e^ga. The birds 
tlwy killed with atones. From never having seen 
man the destroyer, they were bo tame, that they 
suffered themselves to be taken from their nestg. 
They observed that but one egg was deposited by a 
fjemalebird on the bare rock, and they thought it won- 
derfiil hmv it could be hatched aniid such rigorous 
cokL At another cape tbey killed one hundred and 
tnenty^Te birds, and found its position, by taking an 
altitude, to bo 73' 10' N. 

At last they reached the bay of St. Lawrence, 
■ad there found two Russian vessels at anchor. The 
crew were the same thoy had seen the year before. 
They could only conununicate by signs, but tbey eX' 
presised great conirem at Ending the Dutchmen had 
tostdieir ship. They alluded to the good cheer they 
bad met with on visiting her. The Russians were 
Qie first human beings whom the Dutch had beheld 
(br tbirtseD months, or since Cornelius Ryp separated 
from tliem. Theytraun took leave of the Russians, eo- 
deavouring to make either the coast of Lapland, or of 
Russia. They shortly afterwords fell in with several 
vbimU, which informed them that Ihey wore steer- 
ing a wrong cowae. Their error atwe ftom-^\a»sv>f, 
n a chest bouud ■w\fti iian ^QWJai%* 



V'hich afierted the magnetism. The first land they 
modewasKildwyn.un the coaat of Lapland, upon &a 
twentyfiflh of August, 1597. They were bospitably 
received at a RtUEian Bettlement there, and were in- 
formed that some of their countrymen then lay at 
Kola, not far distant, A Laplander accompanied 
one of the seumeti as a guide thither, and he di»- 
covered, In his ftstoiiiBhment, Cornelius Ryp, who re- 
turned with him to hiis comrades. Cornelius (whonti 
they supposed to be lost with all hie crew, after hff 
parted from them) received them on board liia ship anuf . 
mutual joy, and thus terminated theirdangers in tht 
boats in which they had made a voyage over unkiunni' 
seas, and by shores equally unknown, of not less thU^ 
four hundred leagues — one of the most extrawdinirjf^ 
upon record. 

Ryp set sail for Holland on the seventeenth of Sc^ 
lember, and arrived there before the conclusion of Ihft 
following month. The amrivors appeared before It 
people of Amsterdam, in the dress thoy wore at Noti 
Zembla. Curiosity was awakened everywhere i«- 
Epecting them. They were taken to the ministCA 
of foreipi states, at the Hague, to relate their pail^ 
and give an account of the frigid land, which nimeof'^ 
the southern natives had visited hefbro. TheirMatf 
ment on their arrival home must in those days hsvK 
been an ample compensation to the survivors tor 
past sufferings. Of those who leit Holland witU 
De Veer, twelve only arrived again in that country. 
JVotwilhstaniUng the discnvetma maJiB Wj Pany;- 
A}oa. Franklin, Beechev an4ottiets,'«\uK'&.\Ea.NtV»ar" 
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lo deaice in regard to our knowledge of the northern 
part of the American continent. Nova Zembla still 
remains unexplored on a great part of tiiu ea.stern 
Bide, (cora the straits of Hiiidelopan to the suuthera 
wast opposite Wajgatz Island, The Russians ha^e 
made discoveries, and well defined the cape or aoss 
whichBtretches northward towards Beloi Island oppo- 
site the strait of Hindelopan. The intermediate sea. 
a that of Kara. There is nothing to tempt diautnery. 
in these inctemont latitudes. From Cape Sportuvoi 
m the south, northward to the straits, remains to be 
»EpU)red. The northern part of Nova Zembla, called 
Oa-pe Zelania, Kes in 77° N., while the nouthern< 
extremity is in latitude GS°, the strait of Hinde- 
lopan dividing it into two large islands. The whole 
region is desert and inclement, beyond that of Spitz- 
bergen, which is so much farther to the noith. It is 
a laMd of frost and ice, a howling waste, wLiich 
baM no parallel iu desolation, where intense euld' 
holds the sceptre over a lifeless domain. 

Among the adventurers to the north, several com- 
ment companies, stimnlated by the hope of a lucra- 
tive trade, fitted outvoyages of discovery. In the year 
1 606, the Muscovy Company , as it was then liallod, pre- 
pared for «ca a vessel called the Hopewell, to search foi 
the north-west passage. It was commanded by Cap- 
tain John Knight, and wasof the burthen of forty tuns. 
Captain Knight had commanded a Danish vessel on 
a former voyage made from Denmark to Gteetdand, 
and was considered a stout and bM sewftatv, ^e 
laJ^d&an Graresend on the eighleenl\i ot K.v"\. Toa 
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ship w lis deuined for a fortnight iit Penlland Frith. I 
and woi taken by able pilots iittu a harbour cm that { 
cgast, piiUed, in those da^H, St. Margaret's Hopi, 
There Knight remained until the twelfth of May. , 
He set sail on a course very neaj'ly due west, fur tlu 
American const, and had a very tedious pass^jej 
having reached the latitude 58^, the winds and 
currents bore him to the southward. On the nine- 
teenth of June, he was in latitude 56° 4S', andflnt 
saw the roast of America, somewhere about C»}» 
Griniiii^n, on the shores of Labrador, rising li 
eight islands from the sea. A northerly g^ aar 
came on, and brought down vast quantities of i> 
The ship was surrounded by it, and the crew was dM> 
fresaeJ with heavy togs. Theship was injured by « 
tact with the ice, besides having the rudder cantef 
away, and it became necessary to haul up into a 
to refit, as well as to examine the stores and p 
sions, and save the clothes and other articles beLonp 
ing to the sailors, from the aehim of the salt water. 

Captain Knight landed in a boat well aimed, on 
the twenty-sixth of June, and with the mate, 1 
brother, and one of the crew, endeavoured lo i 
cover the best place for repairing their damogM, a 
laying up the ship. Three hands were left in t 
boat, and the captain and his parly proceeded oi 
a hill, which lay not far off irom the shore. Then 
they disappeared. Hour alter hour passed away, and 
they did not return to the boat. The men waited , 
&om ten in the fotenwm nnti\ c\e%e-n a.\. w^^VaA^ 
H'ejr waited in vain. Thoy 6iel ^^^e" ™»^'*»'*.^ 



Iheir trampets, and did all in their powor lo make 
their friends *enaible of tbeir aimeCy. but it is pro- 
bable they were then beyond the power of hearing mor- 
tal vuices. Tbe bust returned to the ^lhip with th« 
tidings, and the crew, ulBeors as well it» men, vers 
struck with tear, at being left without tbe two prin- 
cipal officers uf the ship, in such a lomcntHUe aitua- 
tjioi. Early in the morning, the boat was mumed 
and armed, to make a search on shore fbr the missng 
party, and set oiT with great eagerness, but they 
mnld not teach the shore on account of the ice. which 
had acmimulated during tbe nigbt. After two days 
of distressing anxiety, respecting the fate of the cap- 
tain «nd bis companions, theyj erected some tents 
on the (bore. The boatswain hod tbe watch duiiag 
ibe night of the twenty-eighth of June, when he was 
suddenly alarmed, during the darkneaii, by a budy of 
men, who seeing him walch, let fly their arrows at 
bim. He instantly &red, and gave the alarm. Before 
tbe (Tew could start &om their beds and muster, their 
boat was Sited with savages to the number of fifty, 
who, with ferocious shouts of detiance, and the most 
tbreateniog gestures, appeared determined to cbal- 
leage,*aiid not avoid the rombaL There were only 
«ight Enghsbmen and a large dog. The rain fell 
heavily. They drew up, determined to sell their 
lires dear, and to attach, rather than await their 
cruel enemies. They advanced upon them with the 
dog in iVont. The savages were appalled at their 
AfOOToination, and ran to their own cauoes, -^^afia. 
lay near, which were soon filled, ani \.\wj ufflfes 
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off mth aU speed. They were detained a coou- 
derable time, by getting enlani,'led among the ice, 
and the sailors kept up a continual See upon them, 
during which tbuy wore heard uttering lamentable 
oiea. They appeared to be a small race of men, 
tawny in colour, and thin in frame. They hud little 
or no beard, and their noses were flat. They were 
accused by the crew of being cannibals, but foi 
there does not seem to be );ood ground of accusatian. 

Such was the disastrous fate of Knight, a 
as will be seen subsequently, marked, in s peelr 
liar manner, by misfortune in the annals of maritiint 
discovery. Nothing more was ever heard of 
unfortunate men. The crew made all haste to ffit 
their vessel ready for sea. They were obliged » 
cutachanneltliroughthe ice, but they were stil 
Out a rudder, and the sojlora were never able ' 
the pumps for one half hour, for two or three 
They endeavoured to stop as much of the leak i 
they could atsea, and by dint of rowing andpumpin 
with a bad substitute for a rudder, and the benefit 
the current, in about three weeks they made tl 
coast of Newfoundland at Fogo, on the 23rd of Jul 
There the fishing vessels lent them such 
aid, that, after a sojourn of twenty days, spent 
getting their ship in order, they made a tolerate 
passage to Dartmouth, sailing from Newfoundland 
on the twenty-second of August, and reaching Eng- 
iand iSeptember the twenty- fourth, with the melwi- 
cboly tidings of the Me cH Otvea G's.^'uaQ. imiLwra- 
rados. 
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Gm of the boldest of early nuvigslors, and one of the 
most successful, was Henry Hudson, the discoverer 
of the immense bay which will carry his name and un- 
fortunate end to the latest times. This intrepid 
mariner first distinpiiahed himself in 1607, being 
sent out by the M11BCOV7 Company on a voyafite, with 
instructions to penetrate directly to the Pole, He suc- 
ceeded in pushing north, as far as latitude 8U°, and 
returned home, after coasting Spitsbergen, with the 
conviction, which modem experience has not im- 
pugned, that a passage to the Pole was completely 
barred out by the ice ii> that direction. In 1608, he 
again set sail, to decide the practicabihty of a north- 
east passage, then a favourite subject of debate in the 
inuitime countries of Europe. He saw North Cape 
on the third of June, and reached latitude 7S°, when 
he got among the ice. Two of his crew, on this voy- 
age, averred that they saw a mermaid. He now 
pushed on in the parallels of 74° and 76° to the east- 
ward, and made the coast of Nova Zembla in lati- 
tude 72° 25', but finding a farther course impracti 
cable, he returned with the conriction, that thetQwaii 
oo hope of a noTth-eant passage, and here &f^uxi tiaa 
iiu proved bis jiidgmeat to have been cartaA. Taa 
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Dutch sent him, in 1609, to try this passage agui, 
but he gave it up. after passing Wardhuys, and rt- 
turning past North Cape, crossed to the coast of 
America, where ha seaichod for a passage, and '&i- 
covered thu hay un which New York now stands, and 
the magnificent river natnod after him, the HudMM- 
Hudson may ju»lly be rankt'd with the greales 
gators of any age. and the unhappy tenntnntiw tf 
his last voyage, when he perished in the very heart rf 
his noblest discovery, neither by atunn nor icebergi 
has something in it which attaches a. melanolu^ 
interest to his name. This thicd voyage h detaila' 
in the Iblloniiig narrative drawn up by one ttl i 
persons on board his vessel. A very scanty jonnA 
left by himself up to a certain date, is all which OMr 
tains any drcumstances relative to this hii lltf 
voyage, besides the present aocoiint, which, in i 
points, has been esteemed a doubtfiU authority. 
relatec's name is Habbakuk Pricket. He waaoi 
those who came home in the vessel, and it has 
imagined he might give a wrong colouring to b 
things in Hudson's conduct, who was governed If 
motives which vulgar minds could not appreoiilB 
From the narrative of Pricket, it is quite cleu Ik 
crow had none of the high and daring feeling whid 
characterised their leader. 

It was on theseventeenthof April, IGIU, that Hui- 

son set sail in a vessel called the Discovery, of fifCy^ftW 

tons burthen, fitted out in the Thames, at the expoM* 

of Sir John Wolslenho\mu, Sk \)m&«'j O^^ea, aoL 

ofber distingnishod petsinB, |»»4 \iM,\B;\e&^ tot f| 
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months. Thef did not reach Harwich until the 
twenlf'Sighth of April, having tauAe a cummunt- 
in in the interim to the owners. Tfaey sailed 
from Harwich on May-iiFiy. The ship touched at the 
Orkney and Faro Islands, aod on thu eleventh of 
Hay, the crew descried the south-eastern purt of Ice- 
land, but a dense tog coming on. and hearing 
breakers, they cast anchor. They now Ibund tliem- 
selves embayed. Weighing anchor, Ihey next pro- 
ceeded □orthn'ard along the western const, taking b 
quantity of fine fish during a days calm, which over- 
took them. A south-east wind then arose, and they 
remched the Vestmanna Isles, where the Danes had 
a (brt, and passed the grand and awfiil mountain 
called Bnow Fell, which towers to a vast height over 
those inhospitable and desert shores. They saw 
momit Hekla in the bhtze of an eruption, surrounded 
by eternal snows, and fell in soon afterwards with a 
masH of ice, stretching far to the westward from the 
narthem part of the island. Hare Hudson entered a 
port in the north-west side, where they killed & 
qnanti^ of wild fowl. Theysuled, hut were agaia 
c^liged to put back, without being able to make the 
harbour, hut fortunately fell in with another haven, 
where they found some hot springs, and bathed. 
The water of this spring n'as no hot it would boil a 
fowl. On the first of June they set sail for Green- 
land, and soon fancied they saw land to the westward, 
but it pro\'ed to be fog. It was not until the fourth 
Ihat Greenland nppeared in sight. The ccia&\, ti'm 
Jiued wilh a rast ijarrier of ice. " T\u» ia^S i' w^* 



md thii nif^t the Mtii vent down due aorth, an 
rose ncrth noTtli-eafit, co, plying the fifth 'day, ■ 

Greenland is charactecised by tbe royageis as nry 
tnooniainous, fall of round hills, like sugar losvev 
covered with snow. Their course lay mostly i 
and noctb-wesi, till Cape Desolation appeared on 
western side. Here Ihey saw a great numher d. 
whales. They now made their course north-wes^ dn 
wind preventing them from sailing mi>re to the a 
and here they first fell in with the icebergs, of w 
they afterwards had no want. At the end of JuM 
Ihey saw an island, perhaps Resolution Island. H.iak 
son would still have sailed more to the north, but ite 
wind would not permit, so he went south of the is 
and found the current setting to the west. TImJ 
entered the stream, and were carried north-west, unlfl 
they fell in with ice, which was attached t 
shore. Hudson then kept to the south and west 
again, through floating ice. upon which they fbund 
numerous seals. They now had a clear sea, t 
sailed until they again encountered icebergs, b 
floating pieces of ice, keeping north-west. They saw 
an icebei^ overturn, and took warning from it not to 
approach too near them in future, yet they were soaa 
obliged to take shelter between two masses, owing tt 
a Btorm, and there lie snug. Some of the crew 
began to be Ul, though the narrator Pricket seemel 
to ihink it was raote \,\itaa^ teia ■Cosm. a.Mvthii^ 
else. 
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On tbe cessation of the storm, they stood on, as 
they found it clear enough of ice oruund ihcm tD 
venture. Their course lay with the ice, and when- 
ever tt permitted them to make a passage, they 
moved with it, though atiU inclosed. Hudj^ua, try- 
ing to get clear of it by steering south, found the 
more he tried the worse they were off, until ho could 
go DO farther. Here tbe navigator himself was in 
despair, thinking they should never get out of iL 
Be, therefore, brought out his chart, and showed the 
(Tew that they had sailed a hundred leagues farther 
than any of their countrymen had gone before, and 
left it to them to say whether they should proceed 
faither or not. Some seem to have replied one way 
and some another, but there was evidently much 
gnjwling Euid discontent among them. One said, 
if be had a hundred pounds he would give ninety to 
be at home. The carpenter rephed, if he had a hun- 
dred he would not part wilb ten, for he should have 
B» good a hope of taking it home, and think it as 
good money as any he ever had. At last, afler 
mueli labour they gut clear, and shaped their coursa 
nmth and north-west, but it does not appear that 
any general system of operations was decided upon. 
ll is most probable that tbe commander, seeing the 
diicontent of a part of his crew, ended tbe con- 
ference and took his own course. He still seems 
to have ceUed upon his own resources and courage, 
and to have continued to pursue the object of his 
vifoge, sometintes eavironed by the ice, ^bV o^^vto. 
a rJear sea. He ibtmd a harboitt aia»m% wnaa 
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islands, which he named the ■ Isles of God'a merry.' 
Here some of the crew went on shore Ut make di» 
covericB towards the north and west, and they sprang 
n TOvey o( pflrtrid^es, but succeeded in killing oclf 
one. They ibund the plarre full of pouts and broken 
rocks, aa if riven by eartfaqutikes. They eaw « baf 
to the north, with a large iceberg agrmmd, whM 
afterwards floaled away. Here they took in driB 
wood, which they found cast up on the shore. 

Alter a good deal of sailing to the ftoulh and nortl^ 
west, and west, and then south, oi the intricatt 
navigation of that latitude required, they stMid to llM 
westward in a clenr, open seu, and saw three he«^ 
lands, which Hudson named I'rince Henry's Cn^ 
King James, and Queen Anne's. They now pi*" 
seeded north to double the headlands, until they «l 
the north shore, on which Hudson put about a "' 
he made the sooth land again, hut very much to 
west of what he expected, owing to n strong cumuli 
which arose, no doubt, from the set-in of the tide 
the great bay which bears his name. They mm 
saw a hill on the south shore, which they 
Mount Charles, and soon alter a ca|>e, which wn 
christened Cape Salisbury, Still proceeding along 
south shore, they came to an island, distant tran 
main land about two leagues, one point of whkk 
they named Deepe'sCape, the other WoUtenhnline'l. 1 
At this island the boat was sent on shore to nda 1 
discoveries. Those in it were overtaken by b. sbmh I 
but tbey succeeded in laiv^n^ vn^ OoxtiVKn^ v!^ A»J 
''ocka, when they came to wnae Vs-jA ^nw&.'tf 
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Khieh lh«y fbund a herd of ileer, but coulU not ^t 
within musket-sbot uf them. On Has Uland Ihejr 
ibund plenty of tbwl, and «ume excellent harbnge, 
also sotrel and scurvy pasi. They saw sihub hul- 
lov cells of stone, in which they found u quautily 
oT fixrU hung up by the necks. The ship nuw fired ' 
a gun to call <f the people vrho had landed, for a fug 
had oaaxe tin. UpOD returning an b^ard, UiulsuD 
voold not stay (o refresh on the island, as some uf 
tbe crew recommended, but pro(«eded, hiii miud, no 
doubti eonlemplatiDg the disuuvery of the great aea 
on which he was about to enter. 

At this time it was that the discontent which had 
no doubt been increasing on board, was visited by an 
act uf the commander's autkortQ'. The truth oan- 
ml be known, it is sealed in everlasting silence. 
I^icfcet. evidently, does oai. say all he might upon 
the subject. Some discussion it appears took place 
aboat entering a bay, and going out of it. On 
this occasion, Hudson is said by Pricket to have 
tBnred some old grudge, and to have dieplaoal one 
JiKt from the situation of mate, and degraded the 
boatswain for words which had been spoken some 
time before, making Billet, or Bylot, his mate, and 
William Wilson his boatswain. Itis evident, accord- 
ing to Pricket, that tbe crew thought it harsh in 
Hudson to revive this old afeir. However this might 
have been, they were obedient, and sailed again in 
a northerly direction until they saw land, and then 
to the south, and so on from land. Vt \va& Qi^ "^ 
of^tmle aide the straits. On WiobajAraaa fta") 'CoBJ 
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entered a bay, which Hudson named Michaetmai 
Bay. They afterwards stood to Ihe north until thej 
came into shool water with thick, foggy i 
They were now obliged to anchor, and bo remained 
for eight day*, when the wind dropping, Hudson in 
Histedonheavin^theanchorupagainst the opinions rf 
those on Iward. While the crew were lifting the ancbo^ 
a sea struck the ship, and knocked all hands fraa 
the capstan, several of whom were much hurt. ThaJ 
lost an anchor, and would have lost alt their caUs, 
had not the carpenter fortunately been by with iB 

They now stood to the south and south-'n 
through a sea clear of obstructions, but changing it 
soundings and in colour. After sailing farther, Ib0^ 
came into shallow water, so shallow, that their bi 
could not reach the shore which they saw at ea 
distance, and to which they were obliged t 
There they discovered the marks of a man's foi 
snow, and plenty of wood, of which they shipped I 
good stock and returned on board. Soon after th^ 
saw a ledge of rocks, upon which they ran, and n 
mained fast for twelve hours, but at length got 
not wholly uninjured. They now began to look oaH 
for a place where they might winter. The nightv 
were become long and cold, while the snow covered 
all the country. The party sent to oxplon 
first unsuccessful, but on the first of November they 
found a place where they might haul their Tessel. 
aground. By the tenth day ftie"j weve ftouea in, ai 
iegzm to look at their alocU oi jKtpi'iSitsva. 



rOLAS AifD Trom-niitFr sea^. gj 

to PridiQt, Hudson might have been ticlualled fat a 
longer period than six months, had be chosen to be, 
and thuB Priekel geems to wish it should appenr 
that longer delay was dangerous. They were noiv to 
be fed upon such an allowance as, without additional 
aid, would banlly keep in life, or last them to the 
headlands where fowls might be captured for thoir 
supply. Hudson regulated the present allowances 
in the best way lie could, and offered a reward to 
those.who added to the general stock, by kiUing or 
capturing anything serviceable for food. In this they 
must have had success, or their subsistence from 
April the seventeenth, even as far as Christmas, is a 
miracle, upon iix mouths' victualling. 

It was about the middle of November, that John 
Williams, the gimtier, died. Prcket insinuates that 
Hudson had behaved harshly to this man, and says 
that bis conduct to Williams was productive of the 
mischief which followed, and the disgrace it entailed 
upon those who arrived home. Pricket might be a 
partial narrator, and his testimony is to be received 
trilh the recollection, that he was one of the company 
of whose conduct on the occasion there are no means 
now of judging ; but it must be noted, also, that at 
home the crew were not punished, nay, tlie oHicers 
were employed again. He declares that, before God, 
he delivers the truth to his readers, as nearly as he 
nn,ancl,indepicting the conduct of Green, he does not i 
ipare his ingratitude to HudsoTk, T\«i UMftv %iica* , 
Co be, that the ship's company weio \'(l aasnftsA, 
Sbeie were bad men among tbem, ■w^ivcV ^Tev«>iRfti| 



anytliing like harmony. Therp was no syraiiatbj 
nith the commander in the f^reat object of Hie expe- 
dition. Hudson was nnlent in the pursuit of di 
CDvery, and made less than he ought of those obstaolei 
which, in the eyes of the crew, invdved even si 
preservation. To have wintered where they did, wi4 
only tho remnant of their supply of provisions, mi 
like modnesH. But Hudson was no ordinarjnm 
and bis ardour was not to be repressed, any more thi 
his -views tircumscrilied by vulgar intellect ; fltilV b 
he remained in the command, his taXe, and that of (I 
the crew, would most probably have been alike v> 
fortunate. 

It is impossible to discover the truth now, butitil 
clear there were many things contributed to »i 
Green in rendering tho crew discontented, and Hui- 
Eon himself might have been a little too impeivniB in 
his conduct under those pecuhar circumstances rf 
prrvatioD in which the crew were placed. In truA, 
the existence of the crews to the spring at 
is little short of a miracle, if the ships were reall} 
victualled for so short a time as Pricket states. Then 
ia nothing like it in the annaU of human sufTeting. 

Hudson had taken into his house in London 
and befriended, a spendthrift young Kentish i 
named Henry Green, whose friends had abandoned 
him for his previous bad conduct. He could writB 
well, and Hudson took him tosea at his owneicpenei^ 
thinking he might be of serj\ce-, \\i* wuue was 
borne on iho owner's books. ?iocMnn^ ^trea v^'<^ 
°f Green's mother, towards the sum* teqaiici^W.'afta 
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fitted him for sea, but Green was $o ill-worthy of tnut 
tbu the money was eTipended tor hira by a third 
party. Bad he vas not sufTered to &aget it. This 
fellow went on board at Gravesend, and no sooner was 
the ebip at Harwich than he misbshaved. Od 
their Toya^ out, off Iceland, he qunrrelled with the 
CurgeoD, and they had di£Sculty to ^t the latter oo 
board again. Hudson, oa bciog informed of it, 
cereeoed Green, by blaming the surgeon's tongue. 
Robert Juet, the master's mate, being drunk, told 
the csrpeoter, that Hudson hail brought in Gre«n to 
"crack his credit that sliould displease him." When 
Hudwm was inibrmed of this, be wanted to put back 
fbrty Wgues to Icekod, that he might send Juet 
bome in a Sshiiig ressel. Ue was persuaded to the 
contrary, and did not take this step. Green unfortu- 
Bately was still a great favourite of the commander, 
■od was very serviceable to bim, though in ceUgious 
or moral principle be was anything. When the gun- 
ner died, according to cuslam on board ship, his 
thiitgs were brought lu the mast, and sold. The 
deceaeed had a grey cloth gown, which Green begged 
Hndson to let him havt. upon paying for it as mufJt 
as any other person would give. Hudson promiaed 
bim be should have it, and told others who asked for 
it, that it should be Green's. 

It appears that, on taking up their winter quarters, 
it had l>een proposed to Hudson to erect a bouse on 
ihore, which he would not hear of beia^ done, wbila 
it was practicable. The severe nortiieptii ^\w\Et 'Vs^. 
*««i wbea he alterai lug mind, and. iiwitwlXNi'a cas.- 



penter to put it in hand. The latter eaid he neithn 
coulil, nor would set about it. Hudson pursued ts 
strike him, calling him names, and threatened to 
han^ him. The carpenter made his rejoinder bf 
jtelling Hudson he knew his duty, that he was n 
house-carpenter. The house was ultimately built, but 
proved to be of no use. The day after this dispute 
the carpenter took his musket, and Henry Green we 
with him ashore, for there was an order that noi 
should go unarmed. Green having gone with tl 
^carpenter, it o&nded Hudson, who ordered, it 
quence, that the grey gown should be given to bit 
male, Robert Billet. Green hereupon reminded 
Hudson of his promise, who answered him reprtncli* 
fully, saying all his (Green's) friends would n 
himjwith twenty shillings, and why should he do sot 
— that he had no wages, and should have none if b 
displeased him. Hudson had promised Green w 
equal to any one of the others on board, and to get 
him among the prince's guard on his return homoi 
Green upon this was enraged, and did all he could Efl 
discredit and undermine his benefactor with tha 

The winter was intensely cold, and the ship's colO' 
pany ill provided with necessaries. Their suffering!' 
were great, and most of them were lamed, or someway 
injure*!. Tiiey eked out their provisions by wild 
fowl of several kinds, having taken more than b 
hundred dozen of "white partridges," as they styled 
tliem. When these birds \elt \n 'One k^o^, * 
iad sB-an^ geese, dutks and tea\. ■*H\iea'Ctta?B 
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gone awaf, they devoured moss, frogs, and buds. 
One of the crew having brought the buds of a tree 
Ml of some gubslance hke turpentine, a decoction of 
it was made by the surgeon for drink, and much ease 
was experienced by applying it hot to their frozen 

While the spring lasted, about the lime the ice was 
breaking up, the savages visited Ibem, and they traf- 
ficked with tliem, and gave the crew furs in exchange 
fbr knives, looking-glasses, and buttons. The ic« 
being sufficiently clear for a hoat to navigate, eight 
of the crew were appointed to fish. Among the party 
was Green, and it is extremely probable that the 
design they afterwards carried into effect against their 
captain vas planned at this time. They were suc- 
cessful in fishing for several days, and it appears that, 
while thus employed, a party of Ihcm, among whom 
were Henry Green and William Wilson, proposed to 
' take the net and one of the boats, which the cEirpenter 
hul set in order, and to go and make shift for them- 
selves. But in this they were disappointed, for Hud 
son took the boat himself, to sec if be could find any 
of the people of the country towards the south, for the 
woods had been seen on fire in that direction. Hud> 
Son set out with a few days' provision for this purpose, 
»hile those left behind were to take in wood and 
naler. He came back withoutmeetingwithany of the 
inhabitants. He now prepared to return home. He 
ieliveied out the last pound of bread to i^a);^ man., 
just as they ware preparing for a \on?, w^^ "^wtv- 
hus voyage, without prgviaiona for Xte ett-^ia «wb ^ai 
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re than tea days ; and aleo ^aye what Pricket e£ 
ft '• bill of returne," that if ever they got home, tb 
might sham it.— and he wept as be gave it to thai 
Fourscore amall fish, taken just aftcrwatds, were 
aeasoaable relief to them, tbougb but little tonai 
satisfying their hunger beyond tlie moment. Th^ 
now set sail, and came to anchor in the sea of till 
UBiuense bay, in which the discoverer, having undo 
so much suffering and danger, was to find fa 
!. They were without breotl, Ave cheeses onl 
left, and were equally divided by Hudson amol 
tiiem, though some of them advisl^d a difiieient col 
duct — this, at least, is a proof of Hudson's integti 
towards his crew, where he, as commander, vcaff 
have made some exception. That their hunger M 
snfleringwere extreme, ismanifest. Green thetrait 
gave his fortnight's bread to another to keep fur bia 
and belied he might not have it tiU the fcJlowi 
Monday, but before die Wednesday night he got I 
back, having eaten up his week's allowance by On 
time. The boatswain in one day ale his fbrtmght 
bread, and was ill for two or three days fhim the eflTecl 
The cheeses left were not all of equal goodness, an 
Hudson was desirous that fairness should govern aU,U 
conduct, and that every man should share the 1M 
aiid good together. Tlie allowaure was but tht< 
pounds and a half for seven days. 

A report ualumniouiaf Hudson, forsecreting bred 
7 spread among the crew. The disoanteni 
by Greon and 'Wi\aoi\, looV u\a»t oa '4 

itj'-Srat of June. The boaU-waivi, NflisKm. i 
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Green, brother came to IVK^et's cabin, where ha 
was lyin^ lame ftnm the effects of the c«ld. They 
told him they had determined to turn the master and 
the sick into the shallop, and leave them to shift for 
AemselveB, as there was not fourteen dajs' provision 
left of their miserable allowance. The ship still lay 
there, the master not caring anything about her, 
nor going one way or other. That for three days they 
bad eaten nothing, and were determined rather to die, 
or lo i^et out of their present condition into a better. 
Remonstrancesweretendered in vain. Green saidtho 
trorst tiiat could happen was to be hant^ed when they 
got home, and hn would rather be hanged at home 
than starve abroad. Green, finding he could not 
sueoced, left Wilson trying to penuade Pricket to 
join them. It is conjectured, that the latter being in 
the service of Sir Dudley Dt^es, it was thought they 
might, through hira, obtain pardon lor their conduct. 
Pricket endeavoured jn vain to f;et them to delay 
the prosecution of their scheme. Juct and others 
dedared they would justify the deed when they got 
home, and They swore Pricket by an oath, which itself 
VBs not harmless, it being that they should act 
tme to God, their king and country, and the good 
of the action in hand. Green seems to have spent the 
night after the plot was arranged, in company with 
his unfortunate benefactor. On leaving liim, he camo 
(0 Prieket, and told him the carpenter aud .Tohn King 
should be put out irith the sick men. VLifv^'H^ vo. 
dhf^raec with the fflutr'neers, because 'he'waavttTi''^'' 
tvt'sStvoar. He had displaced Biliet\j'5Vft»?,'H>>^''* 
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mate, when he could neither write nor read. By thii 
means they said that Hudson would take the sUp 
where he pleased, for he forbade any man to kwf 
an account or reckoning, havin|( deprived them of 
everything that could bo used for such a purpow. 
Pricket at last got leave for the carpenter King toifr 
main in the ship, by whose means he hoped son 
thing might he done towards getting Hudson into t 
vessel again. The ship's company, both sick a 
well, were in berths dispersed generally two and t 
about the ship. King was up, and in the moming 
they secured him in the hold, by fastening down tl 
hatches. Green then went and held the carpentn 
in conversation to amuse him, while two of the aewi 
keeping just before Hudson, and one named Wilsia 
behind him, bomid his hands. He asked what tl 
were about, and they told him he should know wha 
he was in the shallop. Another mutineer, Juet, n 
down to King in the hold, who kept him at bayt 
being armed with his uword. He came upon deck 
to Huds'in, whom he found with hia hands tied. 
Hudson was heard to call to the carpenter, and 
tell him he was bound. Two of the devoted pactp, 
who were sick, told the mutineers their knavery would 
be punished. They paid no attention ; the shalltf- 
was hauled up to the side of the vessel, and the : ~ 
and lame were made to get into it.« Hudson calM'l 
to Pricket, who was kine in his cabin, and he went ta 
him as well as he was able, and on tiis knees be--| 
sought the crew to remembei 'sWt ftic-j ^ett **s 
and do as tliej' would be ioiie\)Y.\>*i^ SaMaa, 
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were put mto the boat. The carpenter, whom 
had agreed to retain in the vessel, asked them 
ey would not be hanged when they reached Eng- 
, and boldly refused to remain with them, pre- 
ng to share the fate of Hudson and the Biek 
I, He demanded his chest, which was given him, 
put into the boat. He then went and took leave of 
iket, who endeavoured to persuade him to stay on 
d, that in the end they might contrive to make 
ters right again. The carpenter said he thought 
would be glad to receive them again, as Hudson 
eved there was not one of them able to take the 
lel home, — a fatal mistake, as it subsequently 
eared. The carpenter then begged Pricket, that, 
they should follow the ship, if he chanced to 
to the Capes before thera, to leave samething that 
:ht indicate the ship had been there. This token 
to be left at the place, near which the wild fowl 
1, and he, the carpenter, promised to leave the same, 
lere first. The intention of tlie carpenter, if not 
i of Hudson, and the rest in the boats, is Ihua 
x\y shown. The ship was now ransacked by the 
r. The names of the persona put out of the ship 
9 Henry Hudson, John Hudson, Arnold Lodlo, 
rack Faner, Phillip Staffe, Thomas Wodehouse, 
m Moore, Henry King, and Michael Bate. The 
enter contrived (ti get a musket, powder and shot, 
e pikes, an Iran pot, some meal, and a few other 
iasaries. The crew then cast the boat off the 
I, loosened the topsails, and atowi cra\. \o "^i^ia.i 
ing to the eastward. Thev tben looV va "ioffia 
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topsail, and iaj under the faresaU, until they hid 
turned over the ship for proTiBions, They toatd 
a cask oE meal whole in the hold, and anotber h 
finished; two firkins of butter, twenty -'Se\'en poundl 
of pork, und a holf hushel of peoEe. In tbe captun*! 
cabin they discovered two hundred biscuit cakt% 
a peck of meal, and a butt of beer. 
reported that the boat was in sight, on which tbef 
hoisted their maineail and topsaiU, and made al 
haste away. Pricket ui^ed tlicin to recollect wU 
they were ~&bout; but Wilson, one of the linp 
leaders, would not hear of it, being; more adveM 
than the rest to Buch counsel. Making the eulOR 
shore, they then cSime about, stood to the west, ut 
renched an island, where they anchored, and « 
boat and oet on shore to fish, but were 
They took two fowls and found a ijuantity of m 
grsKB, which they carried on board. The boat i 
whifh were Hudson and his companions, was laeo I 
^ aore, nor was it ever heard of again, CSreoi m 
■ came to Pricket, and told him it was the deaire < 
those on board, that ha should take command of tJ 
vessel, at least of the navigation. Pricket said tk 
Juetwos the proper person, hut Green said ho sboa 
not enter Hudson's cabin, nor touch tbe clmtC 
journals. Green then (;ave Pricket the key oftt* 
captain's chest, and told him he had laid all ti 
things together, which he intended for his own a 
They now stood to the north-east, contrary to JiM 
opinion, who was for atcetm^ ■Bcrta-weat. Tbe na 
day tbey bad a storm, atwV wta too "v», ^ibsiB* >& 
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d fburteen days, locked up. In that stonn it 
umost likely the intrepid commaiider and his fitrlora 
yvty in Ibc boat perished. If Hudscui and his com- 
pnions bad been able to folloir the &hip to the place 
where it entered the ice, their boat could Dot have 
gone fiuther, as the vessel was amon^ fields of a 
tnSe md more over, whirh rlosed in around her. It 
is not nid by Pricket, whether the boat had a sail 
or oompaas : and no mention is made of finding any 
Mien of her new at the Capes, where the ship went 
Id kill wild fowl. It is probable tliey either died 
of hanger at sen, or got out of tlieir course, and 
pMiahed in the storm. They might indeed have been 
■torved on the shore or killed by the atwrigines. The 
find of Hudson is a icGlancholy and affecting inci- 
4nt. Uie taknls, courage anil persereranoe rank 
Ub nsrang the first nav-igators of any age. In the 
MntparatiTe infancy of discovery in the northern 
R^ona, be deserves to take the lead. Left in the 
^cat bay which he brought to hght, the victim of 
hwchery, be has not been forgotten by posterity, like 
many of hia contemporaries. The mystery of hii late 
CMKca bis name to be pronounced, even now, with 
pitf, while his skill and courage make the man an 
Ajeet at our admiration, even in these times, when a. 
MrtlMTn navigation and wintering are not considMwl 
nch extraodliDBry perils by the navigator. 
» Hie ship continued her navigation homewntd. 
L tkm ctcw sfw fbur islands, and landed u^on ooa of 
B d». wh&re Aer fcund notlung tat ww^ift^E»*Hj 
^ *f*iaob tbef were glad Bo taka a qiJAntitj tKi.>M«n 
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^^fttr sustenance. Pricket taw, while here. thatb» f 
had been retained against Green's will, who endea- 
voured to get him into discredit with the c 
accused bim of deceivini; the ship's campany respect- 
ing the provisions, and endeavoured to saddle v 
him the diaappearance of things which he, Greei^ 
had himself purloined. Green, it appears, « 
leader, and be was for keeping the sea until th«J 
could get the king's pardon — a thing which a wii 
retribution prevented his ever attempting to pi 
into execution, as the sequel explains. Thef no 
stood to the north-east, and came in sight of t) 
islands formerly named bj Hudson, Rumnies' (pa 
haps, Romney Islands), and sailed into the Bt 
great bay there. They kept the east shore Btill ) 
sight, after vorinus disputes about the right IM 
gation, until they came to the capes or headland 
where the wild fowl frequented which they saw t 
their outward passage. In making for them, they ni 
aground, and remained fast for eight or 
but got off again and anchored. It was dow tta I 
twenty-seventh of July. They sent their boat I 
catch wild fowl, but they only succeeded i 
ing about thirty gulls. They then went to Ca| 
Dudley Digges in search of fowl, for their b 
seems to have been nearly desperate. On makinf ^ 
the land ui their boat, they Baw seven canoes flUad 1 
with the natives, who trafficked with them. It »p- [ 
peared that they had sought the cape upon the s) 
errand aa the EngliBbmen, RaiaA^ , to t 
Tbey took them wilb along ijo\c,\i.«nto.%».«( 



end, fbr pulling them fhim their r 
aea showed their superiur skill by iihootiiig 
eight birds at a time. They exchun^^ed a 
on each side, as a measure of good under- 
ling, and the people were so peaceable, that, Iho 
: day. Green went on shore, full of confidence, 
took no precautiun against surprise. On Iho 
ity-nitith of July, they ran the ship in as near 
the shore as was practicable. Pricket, being 
e, waa to go in the boat, and carry giiuds to ex- 
age with the strangers. Besides Pricket, Green, 
Wilson, three others, John Thumas, Michael 
Be, and Andrew Meter, completed the party. Aa 
r ilrew near the shore, they saw the natives on 
hills, dancing and running about, their cannes 
ig drawn up on the shore. The bust wan brought 
r some rucks, and made fast to tketn ; those in 
preparing to barter. Green would allow notliing 
e parted with until venison was brought by the 
ngera, insisting they had promised a supply, 
ly rephed, by pointing te their dogs and the moun- 
IB, and then to the sun, as if they intended it should 
m tm the morrow. Green, Thomas, and Wilson 
e standing near the bow of the beat on the shore ; 
ter and Perse were gathering sorrel upon a ruck 
B by. None of them were armed, there nut being 
n a stick in the hands of any except Green, who 
part of a pike ; nor did Pricket observe that the 
agen had any weapons. Gi'eon and Wilson wore 
Ring jew's-La/ps and loolting-gWiiei \»i 'OQEm.. 
tie tbey were standing round, one uS toe taN^'yis. 



98 SHrFWKBCKB IN THE 

c^ame into the bow of the bnaC, to show a battle 
to Pricket, who signified to him that he must go Mt 
of her, whii;h he pretended not to understand, to 
which Prieket got up olid pointed to the lanL 
Pricket had Ecorcely seen the Qrst out of the bod 
and WBB sitting down again, when he observed dot 
to him the- jiiot of a roan, and looking up, observed i 
Huva^o behind him, with a, knife in his hand, in di 
net of strikint; him over the ehouldef; on which h 
jnit up his arm. and received the blow partly i^ 
that and portly in his body : a. second blow wl 
aimed at liis breast, whiohhe warded off with hialal 
hand, which got terribly cut, but the knife enteredU 
thigh notwithstanding. At this moment Pricket gl 
hold of the string; ta which the knife was 
and wound it round his left hand, the Bavage •( 
struggling to drive it into bis body, but he was w9 
in the grasp, and Pricket also getting hold of t 
sleeve of his left arm, kept him off. His left side m 
defenceless ; seeing this. Pricket got the slee?^ 
well as the string of the knife, into his own left hal 
still not knowing what to do till he happened to ladt 
down and saw he had his dagger by him, which i» 
drew, and stuck it into the body and throat of 
savage. In the mean while, those of the crew 
shore were attacked. Thomas and Wilson v 
stabbed in the bowels ; Perse and Green, both di w A; 
fiilly wounded, fell together into the boat; 
jumped from the rocks into the sea, and swam 
boat, where holding the steYn,\ve\ie%^iidto be 
ia; Perse beat off the aavigea Vifti a. 'bb.^^wa, «* 
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Clreen with his piece of the pike. The savages then 
took their bowB andianows. Green was killed on the 
spot; Perse receired many other wounds, as did iill 
the others, but be puiihi.'d (iff the bout, having taken 
in Moter- Perse and Moter then mwed away, 
while Fhcket receired a bod wound in bis back from 
an anow, as the boat came round. The savages ran 
to ihm canoes, but did not pursue the crew. The ship 
was not In sight. When the boat was some way off 
the shore. Perse, who bad behaved «o well in the 
oontcftt. fainted from bis wounds, and could not row 
any longer. Moler then stood in the head of the 
hoot that he might he seen from The ship, which, in 
the end. took thcni up. Green being dead, they 
flung hinn into the sea from the boat. Tlie rest, with 
flie wounded but insensible savage, were got on 
board. Wilson died that day, as well as Thomas and 
the savage. Perse lived only two days aEterwarda. 
There were now scarcely enough hands left to work 
the ship through the entrance of the strait. No 
mdiorage weii near ; and the same men who worked 
the«liip were obliged to go in the boat and kill fowls 
tot fohsistence on the passage home. One day. 
while they were absent, the »hip was in danger of 
ronning on shore, the wind having risen. With great 
labour, they killed two hundred fowls on the South 
C^ie ; and the wind becoming contrary after they 
sailed away, they bore up again and killed a hun- 
dred more. They then set sail, and came to an 
BDCbor at the Queen 's Foreland, ftom -fl^adft 'Cos:^ 
gai/ed to the Cape of Gods Mercies, aiid, a.^^R^ -oiB^ ' 



baffling navigation, and meeting Vfith fogs, to add 
to their difficulties, they anchored. T^ey were n 
obliged, few as they were in number, to restrict 
themselvBH to half a fowl a day with the pottage. 
They were driven to auch shifts, that Juet burned tha 
feathers from the fowl's Bkins, for they would not 
pull them, but flayed and so cooked them, Thar 
garbage was thus consumed. Clew of the navigatjon P 
among the islands at the entrance of the atraib, 
they bent their course for Cape Desolation, in Gi 
land, designing from thence to make sail for Ireland. 
They had now been sik weeks getting into the oc 
and the wind was adverse to their making Caps 
Desolation, though they nontinucd their course ei 
south-east and south by east for some days. Juet 
would have persuaded them to make Nenfoundland, 
where, if the flahing-vessels had left the coast. Ihef 
were still sure of finding both bread and flsh. TMi' 
was, perhaps fortunately for them, not attempted,' 
They stood to the south-west and west almost to 57* jl 
the wind then blew favourably, and they shaped thdtP 
course for Ireland. The wind was fair for & gooV 
while together, but their meal was gone and their 
fowls dry and musty. They had salt broth for dift- 
ner and half a fowl for supper. They made m< 
of their candles and the hones of the fowls, frying theat 
with the grease till they were crisp, and eating tl 
with viuegar. A pound of candles was delivered U 
each man for a week's allowance, and a mesa aty 

gar. These were nccovinteAo gtcaX'roTOSart.ttiidd*- 

voared as a dainty. 



S. 101 

Juet had calculated Ihey were only sixty or seventy 
leases from Ireland, when they had two hundred 
to make. They were so weak that they steeved un. 
steadily, and at Imt were obliged tu ait at the helm 
from debility. Juet now died from wont. Despair 
was on every face ; their last fowl was in the pot. 
The remnant of the crew began la succumb. They 
were indifferent to their falc, and would sit and 
we tba sails Qap or fly up, and the sheets loose or 
brofcen, without energy to remedy the evil themselves, 
or to call on others to do so. In this their extremity, 
they were fortunate enough to descry the Irish coast, 
over against Galloway. They then stood along by 
it to the south-west. At last they saw a bark belong- 
ing to Fowey iit Cornwall, at anchor, fishing, and the 
owner took them into Bare Haven, where they re- 
muDed a few days, hut could procure neither bread, 
drink, nor money. John Wayniouth, the master of 
the Powey bark, agreed at last to fumiah them with 
BBHiey, receiving the best anchor and cable in 
j pledge for what he advanced, and with this money 
ft^ bought victuals. The seamen, of whom they 
ilood in need to navigate their vessel, would not 
go with them, unless their wages were secured to 
, Ibem, and it was only by a threat to press them, that 
1 Captain Taylor prevailed upon them to conduct the 
emaciated crew to Plymouth, for three pounds ten 
duUlDge per man, and the pilot Sve pounds. They 
got to Plymouth in safety, and anchotei \H\4sst "Cna 
caatJe. 
It i» act stated how long tbey rcmoineft- »S- ^^' 



^^H mouth, but thej Eailad from theiioe for the Doitn 
^^P Host of the crew went on shure at Graveiiend, 
^^B Mcket and Billet, the acting master, ancliored a] 
^^ Srith, add then went together to Sir Thomas Si 
ID London. 

A good deal of doubt lias been thrown on Priclca 
relation of the cause of Hudson's abandoni 
Pricket Rives the copy of a note tbund in the desk 
Thomas Widhouse. one of the persons put into 
boot with Hudwrn. It may be gathered froHi I 
document, that th«e was more than one disconteal 

■ iHsn among the crew a short time after they set I 
d sight of Iceland, mutinous expressions Vfera ul 
and the principal bkme is there thrown upon Jl 
Several displBcements of inl'erior ot&cera ttxik [dj 
in consequence , Yetit must be observed, in jusM 
Pricket, that Billet, -Moter, and Wilson, wl» « 
ondcT' obligations to Hudson as well as Green, w^ 

I according to Widhouse'a statement, among the hi 
Htg mutJnQors ; they too had been advanced t^. 11 
'OnfortunBte commander. On the whole, itseeBia ti 
probable that Widhouse'a stetement is only evida 
'of a temporary discontent, and that all whi^ H 
Jlaco after the ship went up the straits into j 
bay was a new affair, arising out of other cauM^ 
Bteased by the severe suBerings of the ra 
tlie winter, and the knowledge of the very 
dbancc there was of their ever reaching home 
lb fact, hud the crew ot l\ie a\\\^ ¥e\, sail 
strength from their wii\tei"ms--\i\aEe,'Caft'i twMi\«^ 
i«ve surrired beyond tbe TBttaaftftc >£ 4q» «« 
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Famine would have done the work of destnaction. Even 
bad Green and the others not been killed, the in- 
creased conEUTnption of their scanty, inisiirablo fare 
vx>uld, in all probabilitj-, have j>revented the ahip ever 
being- heard of more. Aa it was, they never could 
have reached Ireland with four or five additional 
mouths. This knowledge of the state of the ship 
and her want of provisiuns to take her home, was 
tvideotly the cause of the fate of Hudson, ftum the 
imtineers having said to Pricket, as soini.' apology 
fbr their conduct before the mutiny, that only fourteen 
days' vietuala wore left, and they had not then eaten 
■Bathing for three days, and they were resolute either 
"^to amend or end," that the master cared not to go 
aw way or another. Now all Hudson's nautical 
MH could not victual the ship, and this his orew 
Host have known. His not setting-sail while they had 
inything left to eat, arose no doubt from his hope of 
gstting a.supply of some sort from the sliure, or by 
Utiiig, or else from his judging that they might as 
«dl perish on the spot, as in the straits among- ice- 
Idds. He was in great despair himself, that is 
(bar; for when he gave outthe"lBst of thehread.he 
in^." Ho doubtless felt that to soi) would hardly 
JDOrease the chances in their iavour. Another proof 
tbal the state of famine operated strongly upon the 
(Jew may be found in their putting away even their 
lick fiieuds, evidently hecaufio they know these must, 
by Mmaining, rliminish more vapiiX-j vVe skko'cj "iwsi- , 

taut ofprwisiom on Loanl, or " fourteetvia.'jC ■^>sa- 
nco/fiu- oR Tho head and liiueS. fA tte ^\i\^,^t«S*»- i 
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spirited, brave man like Hudson, kept lii& despair lii 
himEelf, upon a matter, the truth of which it did nnt 
need one of his own powers of mind to desurf, 
any more than the consequences. Some discon- 
tent amonj; the crew from other causes there migU 
have been, Imt the desire of self-preservatiDn among 
the mutineers was the immediate cause of the dfr- 
plorahlo fate of this intrepid and persevering navi^ 
tor. When the fourteen daya' provision is alluded tDr 
it must be remembered that this refers 
tiest possible fare on which the crew could live fir 
fourteen daya. They had left England on th 
teenth of April, with only six months provi 
board. They must have been on short nllowalMB 
long before the sis. months expired, and then Onf 
must have fed on llsh or wild-fowl, before they 
frozen up. They must liavo lived eight mon^ 
longer, or fourteen months, on the six months 
sions originally laid in I What discipline coa 
strain a crew in such circumstances? Their 
from the severity of the winter was terrible, and 
they must have home in their ship on the scantieft' 
fare. At last they had no hope but in getting to llw 
headlands where the wild-fowl bred. They had to 
sustain themselves until they arrived there and to cstril 
hirds enough to last them to England, a very prac*- 
rious trust for supporting the lives of so many- 
Without the addition from fishing and fowling, Ae} 
could not linve lived so \ong on avs. months provision- 
Jiff- Hudson (lid not set, aal cia'\iraTO:\)a&,«tA.-o(ik 
(ftenjostof hia passage, Aje-aM^c. ^iVi»:?*.\ift Vs^kl 
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to obtain veaisou from the natives of the conlincnt, 

or to lay in a stock of fish, for which he considered, 

in their desperate circumstances, it would be. wisest 

to remain until the last moment. The wintering and 

its horrors sustained by Hudson's crew on a Tery 

limited sustenBiice, and the famine which was before 

the crew, afterwards, ur^d the chance as they thought 

of reaching the headlands for fowls, while there was yet 

enough provisions left to carry them there, and was a 

plan as feasible as any which could hme been pro- 

fc po aed, hut its success depended on iia 1 n„ immedi- 

^jHUh'. Hudson's hope lay in the ohance of procuring 

^^^^^where the sliip then lay )et his efforts had, 

^^^Bko the time of the mutiny failed The crew deter- 

^^^Bned to save themselves their nwn « a> and, to faci- 

■ litate self-preservation, cruelly got rid of their com- 

f Qander and of the sick. The question of their own 

B, (tarvatton was one un which most of them could 

judge as well as their master, and, after all, they 

E can only be said barely to have succeeded in preserving 

-; life, even with the few who reached England. Had 

^ Que ship possessed her full complement of men, nay, 

B had not Green and the others been'slain, she would 

never have arrived at all. 
( This is the only rational view of the subject, 

k though perhaps novel, and it is home out by facts 
much more conclusive than the ridiculous reasons 
L ^ven hy some authors for the conduct of the crew, 
^■^■ll^ still more absurd, not to say ccuel charges, 
^^^^Bftgauiat a brave navigator, by otheift. 'ti.Ai&9U'\^% 



^flm 



1 circumstances could justify in their conduct; 
but in the tenor of their acts it is cosy to see the 
motive. Provisions they had no more to give Hud- 
son, than they really gave him. Some of the muti- 
neers ftinded they could justify the act — by what? 
Self-preservation no doubt. On no other ground 
could the abandonment of the sick men with RudgoD 
be palliated even by the crew, some of whom declared 
they were justified. The joininginthe deed ofsevaral 
of the officers of the ship shows that mere dis(«ateiit 
with the commander's diaciphne was not the sole 
cause, and by the foregoing mode is the mekncholy 
eTid of the intrepid navigator alone satisfkotohly oX' 
plained, 

In the year 1619, an able navigator named J«B« J 
Munk was sent out on a voyage of discovery towwdl J 
the north-west coast of America, by Christian IV., king 1 
of Denmark. Sailing from Elsineur on the eighteen^ 
of May, he succeeded in reaching HudsotL's Bq( 
In passing tlirough the straits, after leaving CdlJ 
Farewell to enter the bay, he conferred upon tiwi ~ 
the name of Fretum Christiam, in compUment to H 
king of Denmark, although they bad been ^m 
vered and named before. Munk had two vess«^ol 
of them of small burthen, manned with only caxteot 
hflnds; the largest had a crew of forty-eight. ~ 
met with a great deal of ice, which forced him to sett 
fyr shelter in what is now w-WedCnBateifteld's 
It BBS tht) seventh of SepVem^iet -rfwa Xms w 
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he inlet, where, from the latenesB of the season, it 
y&e buttooobvious he roust printer. The iee doseii in 
around him, and everyprospectuf returning home the 
same season was shut out very speedily. Munk now 
began toconstrucl huts on shore for himself and crew», 
wfai^ being completed, his people set out to explore 
the country around, and employ themselves in huQt- 
iDgfbr their fiiture subsistence. They fell in with an 
abundance of game. Bares, partridges, foxes, bears, 
and various ndd-tbwl, were equally ai)pUBd to secuio 
Aent a winter stock of provisions. 

On Iho twenty-seventh of November, they wwre 
iUTpriaed by the phenomenon of thri« distinct suns, 
which appeared in the heavens. On the twenty - 
limrth of January thoy again saw two, eijually dis- 
(tnct. On the eighlccuth of Deuember they had an 
eclipse of the moon. They also saw a transparent 
arcle round the moon, and whnt they ftncied a oross 
wilhiit it, exactly quartering that sateUite. Tlieso 
particular appearances were regarded, Borording to the 
spirit of those days, as omens of no future good for- 
nme. The frost speedily frore np their beer, 
bnndy and wine, so that the casks burst Tlie libe- 
tal use of spirituous liquors, which, in high lati- 
tnileG, are doubly pernicious, was quickly productive 
of lUaease. Their bread and such provisions as they 
lind brought from home were exhausted early in the 
a|iring, and the scur\-y having reduced them to a 
most miserable condition, they were unabte te -^rsaa 
or capture any of the multitudes of "if^A tiiw\'w\fi'3fc 
aocked to the richiity of theit ioiaeTa\JVe iwtSfistfl ' 



y 
J 



108 

Death mo renunitted frightful rsTagea i 
Uiein. Tbev were helpless >s chiUmt. and died ia 
great numbers. In May. 16:20, their prorisioiis wen 
eotircly coDsumed, and then famine aided disease in 
the work of death. Never tbs the vaste of Kfe is 
■ucb a situation so terrible. Siunmer had neujy 
arrived, but not to bring hope and conMlatioa to Uttf 
who hail hTcd ihroDgh the dark and drearj- winlo, 
hut to iihoT the survivors the extent of the havoA 
death had n^de among them. Jtlunh vas among 
the living, but so weak as to be unable to indulge ■ 
hope of retovery. In despair, and perfectly hopeleES, 
he awaited the fata which seemed inevitable, 
had been four days without food. Impelled atleogth. 
by hunger, and ignorant of the fate of his c< 
he gathered strength enough to crawl out of his ows 

' hut to inquire after the others, and try to satiate hi^ 
appetite. He discovered that, out of fifty-two, (ffllf 
two remained ahve among the dead bodies of 
their comrades, who lay unbuned around. SeoDg 
they were the remnant of the crews, and hungeF. 
stung, they encouraged each other to try for &od. 
By erraping away the snow, they were fbrtunntft 
enough to find some roots, which they devonrei 
with ravenous eagerness, and then swallowing bo 
herbs and grass which happened to be anti-sc 
butic, they found themselves better. They tl 
mado corresponding efforts to preserve life. They 
were soon able to reach a river near, and to take fish. 
and from that they ptoceeiei \n s\isiii\.\( 

animala. In this wa,y thev teaJvetBi "iJa*™ ^st-o^ 
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The two vessels lay in a seaworthy stale, but crew. 
less and unteDanted. On seeing the ships, which were 
a few months before well appointed and exulting in 
anticipated success, and obeerring the number to 
which thrir crews were reduced, what must have been 
their seosalianB! They nevertheless took resolution 
from despair. They made the smaller vessel ready 
for sea, taking what stores they had a necessit}- for, 
Irora the larger, and a crew of three hands embarlted 
in a shii) to navigate her in a perilous voyage, which 
bad sailed from home with a complement of sixteen. 
They succeeded in repassing Hudson's Straits, endur- 
ing dreadiiil hardships. Their passage was stormy. 
Day and night they were necessitated to labour until 
tbe vessel was almost wholly abandoned to her own 
Nevertheless they succeeded in making a 
Norway, on the twenty-fifth of September. 
Bufferings of Munk and his crews have perhaps 
been equalled in the fearful catalogue of 
calamity, which the annals of the early northern navi- 
gation present to the pitying reader. No Action has 
ever painted a scene so horrible as the gradual death 
of fbr^-niae persons in such a situation, before the 
eyes of three survivors, whose constitutional strength 
k^tt them alive, the witnesses of misery, to the sight 
fif which death must have been far preferable. The 
«icape of the survivors and suhseijuont navigation to 
Enrope, amid ice and storms, is one of the most ex- 
iry circumstances on record. 
KBobiiig Deiiinark, the whole tiatiow N\e"!i^ 



them as Tnen who lirul risen from the tomli. The 
sympathy displayed towards them by Iheir con 
moD vas univerMl, and must have poured bulm ints 
thuir mindg, and repaid them fiir the bardehips duy 
had suetaiued. A Eubscription was est on foot fix 
another expedition, arising out of the interes 
narrative of these unfortunate men had createi. 
Evetything wa^ ready for luiling. Munk, noi 
mayed by his past safterings, offered bis «s 
again to command the new ship, and cearch oot tba 
north-neat passage. He attended at court to 
liis leave of Christian IV., and ihu misfortimes ot 
his former enterprise coming upon tlic carpet, Ite 
kin^ admonished him to hi mare cautious than bt 
liad been on his former voyage, conveying lo Um 
brave seaman by implication, that the loss of the lira 
which had taken place was ascribable to their tx 
mander. The soul of the blunt navigator was stmf 
by this unmerited reproof. He was not the co 
who lioki the hand that deala the ungenerous bkw.a 
Munk mode a reply such as the ear of royalty wi 
accustomed to hear from the syoopbants that gotfrl 
rally address it. The king, possessing no senseoftbtl 
dignity and decency which becnne a crowned bud. ■ 
struck the inferior, who could not return the b 
The grossnesB of the indignity pierced Munk to 
heart. He who had spirit enough not to bear W I 
insult ia wards, even from a monarch, who had hi 
hardships beyond parallel in his profession, could M* I 
survive the disgrace ot ti Wnvj tiooi a. ojiarter where I 
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non-resenlinent was an act of duty, and the asper- 
sion remained on the ungenerous liaiid that dealt, 
I ratbo' than on him who received it. Munk in a few 
i dajs died of a. broken heart, There is another state- | 
I ment estant, respecting the end of this navigator, 
I but no authority is given foe it, and the present is the 
' aecannt most generally believed to be authentic. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Tbk following, wDinpiled from a narrative by one 
the EUrvirors. named Edward PelhaiD, has been ti 
quendy alluded lo in nortlieru voyages, and is n 
more remarkable for the hardships which Che unfl 
tunatc seamen underwent, than that, with so mil 
privations, they survived to tell their tale. In I S> 
the Dutchmen under Barentz and Heemi 
wintered in NovaZemblaiii76°north,anil the g 
part of their number returned home, hut they b 
access to their ship and her stores. The si 
the present relation were without any r 
those which were supplied by their o' 
They were really at Spitzbergen on the west bi 
though they styled the spot Greenland, iE 
7'° 40' north. Captain Parry has shown 1 
it is to winter in high latitudes in a ship well pt 
with necessaries, and the Dutchmen had their « 
and its provision at command ; the present is tb 
one of the most extraordinary instances o 
servation on record. It must be granted, 
that the mariners so perilled, must some of t 
been men of sound judgment, from the s 
adopted to guard against cold and famine, i 
observed in the coutae cX. the wanaXtic, Theyyi 
not to despair, but Aetetmi&ei \a mac^, 'Si 
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b; oorrespondin^ cffi)rU, anil if they peiished, to dis 
with the rcflcctiun, thut human prudence had done 
I utmost for aelf-prcHcrcaliun. In 1G33, tseven 
Dutch sailors, left in Maycn's IskDd in 71° i>r 72° 
north, provided with a hut and most tilings they re- 
quired, perislied of cold. The truth seems to be, 
it the real nature of tho evils with which man has 
to cope in these high ktitudes was not undwstood 
1 those days. Scurvy and exresaive cold seem to 
I h« the two terrible enemies they had to combat. 
I store of lemon-juice and moderate exercise 
\ Umldhave prevented thefir^t, and burying their hut, 
1 UlbeEsquimaax do, under a few feet of snow on its 
* It setting in, contriving a passage with an angle 
■ fch through tho snow, and covered in with a thick 
n Ruf also, would have enabled them to bear the 
^jcsfllltt, especially when keeping up a good fire. These 
A'floiillWB were unknown tu tho Dutchmen. Tha 
.llnglishseumun, who built one hut within another, 
D lawflrtups unwittingly, hit upon the best mode that 
w tie adopted, of warding off the external culd. 
" Ihey succeeded in escaping the scuary does not 
jfcfBJl appear. That these things are true, may he 
(iljWied from a sort of preface to the relation of Pel- 
" Jr^' *fcereiii he says that, while the Dutch had hread, 
iii^' ^^"i^'^*'' Cis refers to those who wintered in 
:f Wvt Zembla, in 159G and 1597, and reached Hol- 
*ltve,) victuals and clothes, the English sea- 
1 . ., ^i filthy whale fritters, boars, and anything they 
' Ret. With tbebears that the Ens\»\iiaCTiY-Kioa> 
■'OoguentJj'a question who aho\i.\4\ieiroaA'SE^.T-'^'i 
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Dutch had coals, and baths, and wine, and liiou^ 
they complained that the nails they used stuck to 
their flesh irota the cold, the Englistbrnen wen 
furcod to keep two ficca to prevent their tnoPtai (rao- 
ing while they used it. The Dutch complBined llitt 
their hut walU wore ftoaeu two inches within adi; 
tlie Englishmen state theirs were not aa, from tUt 
pains and industry in building tfai^ni. which tha^Meri, 
to have managed with groat skill, making ^en 
ihct double. If the Dutchmen's clothes fh>ze u 
them, it was owing to their own ignorance, from 
knowing how to manuge tn preTeat it under ti 
circumstances. The Englishmen were fhrUier t»thi 
north, but the reason Pelham gives, that they iti 
abler bodies than the Hollanders, U hardly uatia 
tnry ; the real truth was, they liad a vast deal n 
sagacity. In comparing the two narratives, and m» 
ing the conveniences of one party, and the pi 
of the other, the conclusion in every enligiitaael 
mind must he, that superior instmction and km 
ledge, or bnlfa, were on one side, and these are H 
only strength, as is commonly remarked, but safttjf 

The names of the seamen who were left it 
land nine months and twelve days were, Wtlli«a 
Fakeley, gunner ; Edward Pelham, gunner's i 
(the narrolor) ; John Wise and Robert Goodfellm^ 
seamen ; Thomas Ayres, wha^e^;utter : Henry 1 
cooper ; John Dawes and Richard Kellet, 1 

The foregoing eight men were in the servies < 
Museory Company ot raeiritoW*, otA wilad ii 
Salutation of Londoti, Sot GiewAaai, w 
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IS90. They arrived at their deatiiiatiim. un the 
rievenOi of June, moured (heir veasek. snd got 
ready their boate for the fishery. There were three 
*faips in company ; they wore to remain together until 
the fifteenth of July, when, if they did not succeed 
■ucocding to their wiBhes. they were to separate. 
TWo of the ships were then to sail, one about eight 
Imbues off, where wholes reported in great Dumbeis, 
iBDdier to Greenharbor, a place about lllteen leagues 
Id the southward, while the Salutation was to remaia 
at Ifae Foreland until the twenty-sL^th of August, 
n^ DOW appear to have sent out tiieir bouts to fish ; 
and the captain of the Salutatioa, having sutxeeded to 
liis wi^ios, ordered a boat tii direct the shipa to a ploca 
n&d Bell Sound, that they mi^rht take in train oil 
They would thus be more united by sailing in eom- 
pmj, and better able to secure themselves from cap- 
tnic on their return, the privateers of Dunkirk being 
OB the look out to capture the returning whale-ships. 
On the eigbtli of August, they set sail to the soulh- 
ward, in ordor to make Greenharbor, and take in 
WHte men belonging to the ships, who were on shore 
dlele. 

The wind blew contrary, and the ship c«uld not 
■wke way. On the Gfteeuth of the month, upon a 
aha and clear day, the ship being about li\e leagues 
«Bly frnm a place noted tor good venison, the master 
tent ashore eight men with two dugs, a matchlock, 
hro lances, and a tinder-box, that they mi(;ht hunt 
Amt fi)r the ship's proFiaioa. They auKAeeAe&m 
MOig^ fyueteen deer, (he weather teing *n* «»*■ 
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favournWe. Tliey were now tirpil. and ole Iheir 
tneaJ, ngrooinft to rest where they then were fbr that 
night, the next day to hunt again, and then go on 
hoard. But the following morning was thick ani 
foggy; the ship, fconi s southerly wind coming on, 
was obliged to stand off tu sea, and wa.s not in aighb 
The weather continuing the same, they agreed U 
hunt along the shore towards Greenliarbor, 
they expected to And their ship. They killed e 
deer more, loaded their boat vith the venison, 
reached Greenhorhor on the sei-en teen III, where ■ 
found their ship gone, together with the twenty 
who had heun left there. Knowing the ships ' 
short of provisionB, they wondered at the cause of 
their departure, but there was no holp for them 
at that place. 

The time had arrived, within three days, when 
the vessels usually left the coast. The seamen no 
thought it best to get to Bell Kound, where they inn 
gined they should Snd the ship. To lighten their ho) 
they hove the venison into the sea, and proceeded) 
rapidly as possible towards the spot they intended! 
visit, about sixleen leagues off. They wew ooB 
palled to he to in a coi'e, owing to the thickness of til 
weather, frum the night of the seventeenth, ml 
noon on the eighteenth, when they again steered 
as they supposed, for Bell Sound, but oversluit it >t 
least ten leagues to the southward. They n 
judging ihey were wrong, returned northward, i 
the weather clearing u^, ftic^ soti ftw, to^ of 
moimtaiaa, yet one of l\ie \ioo.X'a c«(w\waM*k 



' *»i(i wrung, contrary W those who judged better, and . 
by his influeuce the boat was again put round to 
Ihc southward. This was on the twentieth of August, 
and they now began tn feel what miaeriea they inuBt I 
endure if [hey were left behind. They ran as far to 
the southward as before, and at last providentially 
discovered they were again in error. Vexatious as . 
it was thus to be delayed, when every moment was of 
BO much importance, they put the boat's bead to the 
northwai'd again ; an easterly wind sprung up, and \ 
hoiBting a sail, they ran so swiftly before it, that the | 
It day they made Bell Point, and soon entered the 
no vessels were there. Their prospects 
B now gloomy indeed. The shallop was secured, 
S two of the party went in vain, over land, to see if 
' Uie ships were at a place called the Tent. They next ' 
HBTcfaed for them at Bottle Cove, three leagues on 
tfaa other side of the sound, without snecess. All * 
nmr seemed to be hopeless. They had neither pilot, 
compass. Their fears, as they reasonably 
nigbt do, now grew stcouger. They dchatod i 
whether it was best to stay where they had now 
landed, or to set sail. The ice was an obstacle to the 
latter step ; yet at Bottle Cove nothing could be ex- , 
peeled but a Imgering and painful death, for the 
place was no way habitable. 

The minds of these unfortunate men were now 
terribly distracted. They felt they were alone | 
upon a spot where man had nevcc dweU ■, wbLCTa 
winter was a scene of darkness, liortOT. aiA ^ei^ar 
tiai, only to be imagined hy those ■wfeo\^aOL'«\tac'sa«« 
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its rrightfiil aspect appri)achiiig, on board the last 
of the whale-shtpa. They bad hcurd tbat the mec- 
cliants had offered greal rewards to those who h»J 
expressed a willingness ia remaiii a winter in thatdi- 
laaSi!, to pa; them handsoiocly, furoiah tbetn prmi- 
siona, and all the neccssmieB required, and yet thob 
whon it came to the point, none would enc<ntnt«t ti* 
haxun] — the boUleat epirits Imd idironk from tbe m- 
dertaking. Even condemned criminEds hud 
returning home to execution, rather than \ 
on perilK which they had voluntoered to meet, 
which, in the present day. have been encountered irift 
«o little danger. It cannot bo wondered, that 
reflections am.ong themEclTOB, if they wore little nlr 
cidated to allay their fears at the view of their aiti 
tion, mode them more oautioua in tlieir oonduct, B 
more inclined to exert a resolute perBeverance i& t 
measnreB to which they were ultimately indebtedi 
theii' safety. They saw all and much more llutn I 
dangers tltcy must dare, but they met them lilce mi 
What most affcctfid them, waa the fate of nine m 
left in the same plai% before, and by the sama h 
barous master wbo had now left tbom behind. His 
poor fellows had all perished miserably. This 
h^pened at Bottle Ckive, where they iiuw atood liloi 
men overcome with their calamity, and 
what to do. They looked into each other's &ces 
an expression of ipity, at the inevitable end of 'hiq. 
whoia they beheld. They considered their destiti 
Btata, the wantof evetylhinstieoesawq ^a^x^^^Ds 
selves aSive duriugthe apprDwAiins-Haaei^ditB^s 
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clotliing and every kind of shelter. Silent they itooA 
tar a short time, as if combating inwardly with their 
dcapair. At length they reflected Ibtit what little 
liope remained for them, must periah by delay, and 
that they mist endeavour immediately, or not at all. 
Thar p«issag;e to England was now out of the i^ueii' 
Htm. They wisely determined to shake off oil fear. 
Gad having given them the hearts of men, they de- 
termined to be resolute, and resist despairing thoughts. 
Iliiq' agreed to go to Greenhorbor, and to huit veni- 
wn fbr their winter's aubsistenoo. 

On the twenty-fifth of August, they set sail for 
Oceenbarbor, and in twelve hourB reached it in safety. 
Iliey landed, and mode a Hurt of t«nt with the boat's 
nil spread upon their oars, designing, after taking 
sufficient rest, to set out bunting. They rose early 
ud steered in their boat for a place called Cole's 
hrk, well known to one of them, as abounding in ? 
deer. It was about two leagues distance. There 
Ibey lulled seven deer and four bears that day, after 
Hhiob, the sky not looking favourable, thay returned, to 
wbece they had slept the n^ht before, rigged up their 
tent again, and spent the night. The next morning, 
Ifae weather being fine, they left two of their number ' 
bahind, to cook their provisions, and returned to 
thair bunting ground. On their way, seeing deer feed- 
ing on the shore, they landed, and killed twelve in 
tiie whole, when it began to rain and blfw, and th^ 
determined to return to their tent, ai\4 •^xarssA. nu 
£iTtbiir. The following day the wea.t\ia( "stftii. wA. 
admit i^ their hunting again. They ftietBliitti\fi»i'A' 
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l.bcir boat vdih beurs and veiiiion : tinil finding i 
second boat, which was drawn up to be ready for Ik 
whalers the next seaBon, they loaded that villi 
greaves of the whaleB, which had been left in bcuj* i 
on the ground, by the last Ehips, anil dividing thenv- 
selves into two companies, manned both boats, vA 
set out for Bell Sound, at which place they intendtl 
to winter, in a building used by the wfaalen, Bol 
called the " Tent," They there purposed to lay op 
their present stuck, and then set out again to kimt 
more, that they might be under no apprehension tt 
the score of their winter-provision. Night came on 
them before they could get ready to set out, uidthe 
following day being Sunday, they determined to it 
no work, taking the best mode they could to abn 
their devotion to the Almighty, though Bible oi book 
of prayer they had none. On the Monday Ha/, 
arose early, but fhim foul weather they could aolj 
get half-way to Bell Sound, before the evening 
came upon Ihetn ; but they lay to in Bottle Cove Qui 
night, going on shore and anchoring their boats ii 
the cove. In tho night the sea blew right into tllB 
cove, owing to a sauth-wcst wind ; the grapnel Hat 
secured the boats came home, and both were d 
on shore, so that their stock of pro\-isiDnB was put 
wetted, and part beaten out of the boats into the lea. 
This was a fearful accident at such a time. The onlf 
hope upon which depended their lives was well neu 
being lost, or rendered unfit for foocL They got 
through (lie surf to tbeboaXa-, %o\ a. Victims aa*Bj«,. 
and mUi a purchaae.by mam to«oVeaNeii.*«Ka-a^ 
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the land. They then collected such of their provisions 
as bad been washed out uf the boats. They deter- 
mmed not to venture aHoat again, until the weather 
would, allow them to go over to Bell Sound. 

On the third of Septemher, thoy launched their 
boats, and reaching their destination in safety, secured 
tbeirproviaions, taking them into the shed colled the 
Tent, already mentioned. This shed or house, in 
which they desired to winter, was hiult very sub- 
stantially of beans and boards, and covered with 
Flemish tiles, having been Ibrmerly erected by the 
Flemings at the time their ships came thither. It 
was eighty feet long and fifty broad. The coopers 
of the whalers used to live and work in it, while they 
made the cuska for holding the train oil. 
. The weather now began to ohange ; the uighti 
lengthened, and the fi-osts set in upon them. They 
vere afraid lo venture by sea upon another hunting 
exoursioQ, lest the Sound aliould freeze up and pre- 
vent their return. On land, the country was somoun- 
taunouB, there was no travelling that way. They 
therefore deemed it beat to remain at the "Tent," 
and provide for the coming winter. They determined 
with great sagacity and sound judgment to build 
themselves an aportnient within the targe house 
or lent, close to the south side of it. A smaller 
house had been built for other labourers fVom the 
whalers, hard by the large one already mentioned. 
This they took down. With the TOaleTW.\ft ^.^wj ^o- 
posed to build that which they hft4 icwtaeA -a-^wa, 
within tbe large building, by Mbicb TasaHS 



whUh tvould be double. The materials thus oblaiiiMl 
Aimiiihed them with doal liooide, rafters, and posU. 
while the chimuoy furnaces luad for hoiluig tht 
whale oil, supplied tliam with biioks. Tlu?y foiuui 
three hof^hsada uf fine lime hard by. and knnw- 
in^ another wu« ntured up ut Buttle Cove, thtce 
leagues off, they fetched borne that aba. TIiIjj line 
Ihey mixed with the eea-saud and formed excelkol 
mortar for laying their bricks, but the weather wu 
already go culd they were ohhged to keep up Ino 
fires ta prevent their mortar from freezing. Two rf 
the party employed themselvas in nuaing a nail 
brick thick agoinBt the inner side of the luge shi^ 
which was of wood. Wliile these two were thus 
ployed, others viem bringing in bricks or oleu 
them, some ot the same time were making the i 
tar, or hewiag the boards intended to he uaed. '. 
bands at the aame time flayed the veniaou, to ' 
all proceeded Itigother, us. last as it ^ 
a plan reflecting great credit upon the judgmoiti 
these men. There were only bricks Bufficisnt Ibr M 
of the walls, and a few to spare. The other two wal 
within the large huildiog, they built uf boards noib 
close together, upon atauchione a foot in depthiti 
space between they filled up with eaud, oiid H M 
found BO tight, that not a breathof air pa 
to inconvenience Ihem. The chimney tfaey 
about nine inches wide, and four feet long, 
Jato the large buildmg. Theiv oiQartinent tltus 
^Biliously ciMlStructed, waa Wie\\l--i le^^lmlS|„^vi w 
teen wide, and tea h.vga. Tte w;\\Bii{.'«»i~ 
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^ boards douUed five or six times i 
loae bBneHth, the middle of one b 
le Joining of two beneath, so dose that no ail 
1 enter. Their door they lined with a bed, which 
found in the place, lapping over the opening and 
ling of it. They made do windows, but removing 
or three tiles in the roof of the outer building 
iQy over their chimney, it gave them all the light 
thought it needful to admit while they had the 
in the horiKon, They next built up four cabins, 
lid two in each cabin, and made their bedf of 
skins dried, which thoy found very warm and 
brtable. 

loir next object was to provide themselves with 
5, For this purpose they examined the boats 
fa had been left on shore by the whalers, and 
ng seven of them too cra^y to be used the ensuing 
, they broke them up, and stowed them over the 
. beams of the outer house, in the manner of a 
, to prevent any snow which might drito in 
een the tiles, from getting into the outer shed. 
Incommoding Ihem when they wanted to reach 
of their stores, which were laid up there. When 
raather began Co get colder, and the day almost 
svppeai, they stove some empty casks which had 
. left behind by the sliipping, and used several 
r things for fuel, always cndeQvouring to injure, 
ttlo as possible, anything which would be of aet- 
during the ensuing fishing season, for they could 
y have rendered aborlive the next -^a-xc a NWja%et, 
ty wanton waste. They deternaaeito \3»'SiimA 
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thoir slock of fuel, as they aeemed still to bave one loo 
small for the long and col<l Beusoii which hurl just 
hegun, Thej" also hit upon the erpodient, at Dighl 
when they rakod up their Gre and it hod 
fjuantity of ashes and embers, to place in the nudatoT 
it a piece of elm wood, and after it had been 
hours thus covered np. they found in it a goodbo^ 
of Are and heat. By this means their fire neverwt 
out tor eight months, and they found it a pUs 
great economy in fuel. 

On the twelfth of September, drift ice came floi 
ing into the sound, on which they espied two a 
horses, a young and old one asleep, and taking an i 
harpoon iron which they found in the shed, H 
listened a grapnel rope Vi it, and launched A 
boat in piwsuit. Approaching warily, they 
the old one, and secured it. The young 
lo abandon its parent, was also killed. This wu 
fortunate addition to their stock of provisions, 
which these two animals were speedily placed, j 
third nas raptured on the nineteenth of the uidV 
month. The nights now began to be so long, atlf ' 
the weather bo cold, that there was little hope of theii 
getting any addition to their provisions, unle% * 
chance bear might stray near them. They tbM»- 
fore took a survey of their stock, and found it not 
more than half the quantity which they estimttKl 
they should need. They therefore agreed to stint 
tfietiiselvea to one reasonable meal a day, and to ieef 
Wednesdays and Fridnv* "^ '^ '^"^ 
loathsome greaves of t\lev'W\e,•«^»•i^i™a■CDaww(^j 
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r fat flung away after the oil is estcnc.ted ; this mode 
tiey pursued for three months. 

ITiey had now done all which human prudence 
Duld suggest in their situation to provide lor their 
ituie wants. The cotninj^ time appeared dismal 
nd gloomy enough to them. Their clolheiSHndshaea 
»ere nearly worn out, and they endeavoured to re- 
lair them ivith rope yarn for thread, using whde- 
woe needles. The sea was frozen over by the tenth 
tf October, and the cold was so severe, that t n ght 
tend down the boldest spirit. Now cam the m m nt 
if trial, when they could be no longe a ti and 
ibey were to be left to the reflections and mag:na 
inis of a. situation where solitude was e d d m e 
^linful by idleness, and the mind, no long nipl yed 
in (feting about for the means of pcesor\ation, was 
Sung back upon itself. Their heads were filled with 
I thouEand troubles and complaints. Their wives and 
luldren appeared before them in afllietion, at their 
Opposed unhappy fate. Some hod parents, whom 
liey fancied to be broken-hearted at their doom. 
liiiB they in their leisure intermingled their apprc- 
icnsionsand bewailings, until hope would for a time 
gain revive, and a prospect of suniving and return- 
»g lioiae would cheer them. At one time they 
pould complain of the conduut ofthdr master, who 
lad left them to their fate, and then they wi>uld find 
ixeiues for him, imagining he and his ship had been 
ost among the ice, and even lament his miserable 
Mid. 

Atlenglli tormented in this manner, ani ^\>Se™i'J 
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tmia cold and privation, they seemed on the poiot d | 
giving way to despair. Tliey endeuvoured with Kome , 
■uceoM to resist tlieir grief, and thoy supplicated' 
God fbr strength and patience to beai their miserieB, 
Soon they would cheer up agnin, fancying Ihrir 
prayers were heard, and determine to usa tlie best 
means in their power to prolong thoir liTca. 

The)' now apprehended their firing might fail tbca J 
before the winter was over, and they every dq> I 
roasted half a deer, which they stowed away ii 
heads, leaving only so much in a raw state, at 
furnish them a quarter every Sunday, and also o 
tor Christmas day. 

This employment finished, again they began I 
dwell upon their miseries and their hardships, tl 
though they were preserved, they mtist still be M 
banished men bereft of all society. They thcnighta 
the hunger they might hare to sustain, and i 
amining the greaves of the whole they had itt 
discovered they were most of them injured hgr d 
wet they had taken from the sea water, hanl^f 
grown mouldy. Their bear and venison they loaii r 
would not allow^them so much as they hail 
estimated, so that they could only feast upixi il 
days a week, and were obliged to ent the ? 
greaves the other four, or go without food. They J 
had now no more light : ti'iim the fourteenth of OeteM f 
to the third of February, the s 
above the horizon, though the raoon shone as bn^Wf 
as ia Enfftaiid bot\v ia"j a-iiS- tv\^\., is«i.fc>iS. wha 
during the thick and dart ■wea.'CMd, ■«^o^ ■«w.li 
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at, Bhe coold not be Been. Tile day wMch hod 
ned to glimmer ibr eight hours in October, did 
appear at all from the firxt tci the twentieth of 
ember, and prior to that time, the light had 
■teaed with great rapidity. From the twentieth 
Deeembar to tiie fltBt of January, a. httle white 
« appeared in the soutli, but no light, though, oa 

Srst of January, the day Bueined tu appruacli. 
I darknesi rendered the times of day and night 
ertain. Pelham tried to keep an account in hia 
d,by first recollecting the number of the epact. Ha 
1 mode his addition by the supposed, though uncci- 

daylight, from which he judged the moon's age ; 

this enabled him to make a rule for tlie passing 
!. He waa so correct as it happened, that, on the 
lai of the ibips in the next whaling season, he 
dieni the da,; of the month correctly. 
becontimialdarkneHs became bo ifkaume in them. 
Ae time hung su much heavier on their hands, 

thay endeai'onied to find means of preaening a 
t. A piece of sheet lead which they &UDd, they 
>ed into three lampB, rope-yarn aerring them for 
EH. l^ain-oil they found in sufficient quantity in 
outer building, left by the ships. These lampa 
' kept cun»tantly burning, and they found them 
eat reUef in their dreary situation. Yet all could 
Beenre them &om despooding thoughts at times. 
y 'accuuntcd'themaelves dead men, and their hut 
dungeon where they awaited their doom. They 
U burst out into rcpisingg at tb^ &ta.\e t£ «ai- 
ig, and in their impatience ariB^gn. X^e GB.wf^» dt. 
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lir miiwry. Then theii consciences would tell them 
Riks in ronHuquenoa of thuir own former loose livei, 
d tliat -ifaey Miera either . ruaervod as, examples in 
I fitfirpuili^>nLeiit.areke to be objectsof dtvinemracy I 
L toklheii di-tiveranve.. Then they fell to. prayer, and 
L luinibUn){. themselves two oc three timea a. day. TtlA 
I Mii>'^ coufs^ Uwy Collaweil durin); the whule lime ii( 
Dein^tt in tbo hut. 

:l:s now.j'f'ai conunenced, they found ll 

se Ko mudb that at last it raised blislen < 

ir HkiA,' and 00' touching iron, it stuck like bifi 

,0 their Hn^rs. iWbeu Uiey went out to fed 

or snow, tlui ould would su ohill them , that tb^ 

I sure as if Ihey had been heaten. Until A 

' twUJi of thQ monih of Januury, tbey tbuud viX 

issuing out of an kc cUtf, iu a. hollow near the j^ 

shores whijsh tliey .<|btatntid by digging through til 

aurfBoe of the iue with a piokaxe. When the tA 

became too intense liar tlli% they had recoune ] 

_ jK>w ivatw, wliich tboy melted by putting red I^ 

B jnnsiiito.it, and this they wece obhged to do ud 

the end of May. 

At the end of January, the days were several hod 
long i this, enabled them more conveniently to sarn 
their, stock of victuals, when tliey found, to their H 
may, it ciiuhl not last them more than sis. weel 
longer. They now began b> dread that they wa 
reserved (o perish of famine, and they saw no hqiel 
relief. On the third of February, they o 
held the gaa, the d&j was!uT,deBi,but exceedinj^ 
cold. The tops ot flie Mtj ■ 
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;ice more reflected the glorious beams of tlie orb of 
ay. The bright appearance of the light upon the 
azzliag white of the snow filled their hearts with the, 
velie&t joy ; " it seemed enough,' they said, " to t»- 
.ve a dying man." By thi» welcome hght they per- 
9tved a bear and her cub approaching the TenL Thay 
jok their lances, the hear rushing upon them angrily, 
ind they succeeded in destroying her very quickly; 
he cub, on seeing the fate of its dam, lied. They 
rere driven into their hut by the cold, and obliged to 
rarm themselves before they cuuld cut up the aninuL 
[his served them for twenty days' provision, and they 
iiuiid the tiesh better than their venison. Some of 
bem, however, ate the liver, alter which they ob- 
«rved that their skins peeled off. Still they were 
i&ttid of being straitened again before the ships 
bCFuld arrive from England. The bears, however, 
cmtinued to visit them, and they were fortunata 
nmigh to kill seven. One of these, which tbey de- 
^tchedon the tenth of March, was of enormous size. 
rbey flayed and roasted them upon wuuden spils, for 
heir only cooking utensil was a frjing pan, which 
bey had found in the hut Ha\ing now so good a 
itock of provisions, they ate two or three meals every 
biy, and found their strength and spirits increase. 

The season soon became more cheerful. Ono of 
hdr two dogs left them on the sixteenth of March, 
nd never returned, having perhaps been devoured 
ly bears. The wild fowl that resorted to the coast 
a Spring to breed, and feed on the amaM 6'i'Q,\K%w\ 
> i^tpeta-, and the foiea to como forth feoia "i!B«i\i^'s* 



in wliu-h they burrnw, and remua dnring tha vrinta. 
The Ibwts bebg tlie food of tfae foxes, the leaiMB 
preiiaied three trapB, bailed vitb ibtnx akms, hoiiiig 
caught »ame nt these birds 'joi the saow, where Ihej 
had fallen and were unable tn rii^e on the yiiag aguB. 
In these trails they caught fifty fiiMH, which thcf fi»il4 
good food, u)d with enothar kind nf trap the; 
tiK«d sUtv of the fowls, H) that they were no mm 
anxious abotkt provisions. 

On the first of May ihe weather ^t so : 
warmer, Ihnt they were able to k° to a distonee il 
search oTtheirfood: they met with nothing until tb 
twenty-foTirth, When they saw a fat buck, whichflii 
dog, frrna his idle life during the winter, could Hi 
htmt down, he beinR ktuwh fat and laiy, Thqf iw 
ceeded in getting abautthirty bird's ogga, but the >cdl 
coining in BgHiii suddenly, prevented their dbtuniai 
more. Tlie twenty-fifth of May, the oold hetng TBf 
severe, they wepe oWiged to keep in thar hut all dut 
Ihey had ^een oocnatomed after the Sae weadur 
commenced to (^ifreqnently to thetop of a niotuitBiib 
to see if they cimld discern tho water of the stia ; llu 
outermoat ice had broken up and been carried uwQi 
but tiie sea was still three mtlee out &oiu the abtal 
near the hut, when it was last observed. The vaf 
day they thus remained in their but, twoTesseli fens 
Hullentored the Sound. The mafter -well knewtlHt 
thetaen had hcenlen: there the y«BT before, and M 
anxious to diacxiver if they were alive. He aantUl 
boat ^om the ship, with ot4eTs,«\c»*a*iw^oB«ld nil 
reach the shore, to baiil vi^ Vto^iw«.o^ 'Ooa'wi.rffc 
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Wft «fer it to Ibe hot «■ Tenc Them men mw 
ftelxwt'belMiging W tite «eBnien in Ihe Tmt, snd 
that it w^ jmtparad fer nea tlio moment it was 
]Ssetiaable. liein); ilragged da«'n to the wster for that 
yarpoBB. Tlte sight of the preparatioiis inside made 
tkem ttnnk, ttuHn^ th^ taaU not at flnt Iwlieve 
it, that thosQ they cnmB in seardi -of wera alive. 
Thej- tcwlt the lances out of tlie hoel, which had lieen 
pot there with the intention, when t!io owners could 
pi out, of searching for sea-horBe3. The sailfirs ntwly 
landed came towards the Tent without beinff per- 
oeiTed by its inmates, who were just almut to go to 
fnyetB. They hailed it with a seaman'B " Hoy !" 
and were answered witli a "Hoi" which startled 
them, and made them halt, not crediting their 
■enses. The men from the inner hut now appeared, 
in tatters and hlaclt with smoke. Tlie Hull men 
were yet more amazed at the uncouth Sgures they 
cut; but soon recognising them for comrades, they 
V«nt into their dwelling, drank a glass of water, and 
eat some of the venison cooked four months before. 

The seamen now accompanied their old friends to 
die ship, where they remninod until the London lleet 
came. They were impatient for news from their 
friends and relations, and their inquiries wore earnest 
and reiterated respecting them. After fourteen days' 
Bwaing and good treatment on board ship, they grew 
perfectly well. Four of them went into the vessel 
again that had left them betiind, the captain of 
Wbich, noCwitbetanilmg their Bufferm^ft, \.xftii.\K& 
&eta ankiudly: PeJbam, from wh(»c YiasiaSist 'Oat 
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present is taken, remained in the vessel the 
boarded, commanded by William Goodler ; and 
ing the coast of Greenland on the twenti< 
August, reached the Thames in safety. The J 
Tite Company treated them very kindly on th 
turn home, as the feat they had performed was ; 
without precedent. 



CHAPTER V. 

captain JjUDfiB^d NniTHUve of hie ^uffeilDgB 

Thb following is the narrative of Captain Thomas 
James, wben in search of a north-nest passage in the { 
reign of Charles the First. It was one of the earlier 
attempts to explain the mystery which Parrj' and 
Franklin have at last elucidated. The place where 
Captain James's vessel was frozen up, is in the southern 
end of Hudson's Bay. He was a. bold and intrepid 
navigator, though he does not seem to have hod mu<''li 
nautical experience. The expenses of his outfit were 
borne by a body of merchants, and J ames went under 
the patronage of Sir Thomas Roe. He chose one 
idiip rather than two, and 'of no more than seventy 
Umfi. A good ship-boat and long-boat completed 
bis equipage. He found that at ordinary allow- 
ance he cuuld victual twenty-twn men for eighteen 
months with this tonnage. Tliis number was 
double what was needful to navigate the ship, which 
had been builtas strong as possible. The lietualling 
department was well served, and the crew were picked 
men, unmarried, sober, and active. He would not 
suffer any to join him who had been in the Polar Seas 
before. He pro\ided himaelf with all journals and 
works which mig-lit help Mm, and ^fti "4\aN?«., j 
quadrants, compasses, and sem\-ciic\ear Toaife'Viftw- I 
beat workmen. Every thing being "CmX. ' 
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upon tbe second of May, 1631, Captain James rf- 
paired to his ship nt BriEtuI, uith a diviiie nba 
preaclied Ihem n sermon, and on the third uf 
the some inontli they set aajl fbr Miirord. The; 
did'nut leave Milfird until the seventeenth. On 
the fourth of Jim« t.liey saw Greenland, and got 
among- tba ice. Titers ibay vote beseta ttniL onB<tf 
their boab eniahed,. which they aflf rwafds repuvd 
On the sixth tliey beat feEH-fblLy aniong^ hup 
isaEse» of iee. ami sew tlieit blue aBf[1e» prijaaliDg 
undor tiieir keel, fathoms below. At kngth^aAff 
mueh l>ealin^ and tossing aheut, they get thraii|A 
them. Having poKfieil Capo Farewell. Qi«f e»- 
ODunteced a heavy sea, and saw ice-mountains higbv 
than their mast-head. In the night of the sereU' 
teenlh of June, tliey imagined they beanl llie brcai 
of the sea upon tho shore, but it really broke upon as 
idaad of icetliat lay aground. The noise was de- 
scribed as singularly hollow and fnghl£>)l> like tlie 
deep roar of a cHtarant. It was so foggy tiiey cmiU 
not see heyond the ship. When day broke thdy dil' 
covered tbe Island of Resululion. The oigbt bad 
heen'«o cold, that their sails andrigging wew frcMnk 
Tt)e fogs continued tu envelop them, aod the tea 
gatiiEffed round the- ship. A strong tide rm into iba 
strait The fog spoilBdtheircumpasses.makingthffln 
50 heavy that they woidd not traverse (probably tiw 
card was esposed to the air, for Captain James reeomr 
mends tliat they sliciuld be coveted with MusooiJ 

glass, or something thatwo\>iAtec'e»wV&a\si«siDa>is. 

They were now a aecooa tii^s ^iett.ia(A\i).-«iSsi v«. 
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dioagh tker could find no bottom with two huudied 
aod thirty fathoms of line. 

mbe wind set upoa the shore, and the ship, aa well 
ic the Boating ica around her, was driven towards i 
{£. The- motioD of the sea was new and strange. 
Wlufe they were thai situated, they were hiirrietl 
•moDg frigid masses, some of which were aground in 
forty fathoms of water. Pieces projected from these 
■DaaseB HQ far over the vEssel, that they feaicd they 
Kodd foil upon the deck aad (.'rush them. In this 
pBrilooa situation, they contrived, by raeaoa of ropes 
tod grapnels, to attach a couple ol' lai^ pieces of ice 
b their sides, of such a depth under water, that in 
cue of their approa^lung near tlie shore, the ice 
might get aground first. The floating ice, howevec, 
meeting and rubbing against the pieces whicb 
Mere attached to the sides of tlieir ship, tore tbem 
■way, together with the ropes and grapnels. Those 
Ouy contrived to save by means of their hoat». 
Siey were still driving towards the shore, io such 
rtiallow water, that they could see the points of the 
loeka under their veasat at onetime, while at another 
thc^ were borne out into deep water again. At last 
tbof were constmined to let go an anchor, with only 
fifteen feet of water between their keel and the rocks, 
A piece of ice helped to bring them up. and they 
weie at last able tu warp out into three fathoms of 
water, under aholb^r of a piece of ice that liud run 
aground, which served to break off the drift ice ^ 
iaruig the ubb tde, though at tini fiwai xVci "««» 
rery much distressed ;ti> keep oleai o*t '-A. I^.^. ^^^J 
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tide, too, they found tho masB that sheltered them 
afloat, and at length it drilled away from tliem, leav- 
ing the resael exposed unUl ebb, when they regained 
its friendly fiheltor. All night they were cm 
ployed in fsBtenia^ theic hawacrs and uables high a 
the rocks, that the ice might float |>iist under them. 
At length it began tu blow and snow hard, and tlw 
ice naa driven in again towards the shsio. Tl 
flukes of their anchors were broken, and (hey wel 
ohhged to toil hard to ropaii the injury they hi 
BUBtaine(L At Che next ebb the loose ice drove tt 
ship upon a sharp rock, anil as the tide fell, Ebe heeled 
over so that they could not stand in her, tlutUf^ 
they made cables feet to her maet, and stniiited them 
tight with their tackle to prevcn 
to be lust, and the crew ^tting upon a piece of io(^ 
fell on their knees, praying Giud tu he merciful M 
thera. It was just an hour to the time of It 
water, and a foot and half of ebb was wanted to ti 
level it had fallen the preceding tide. The ship h 
so far over, that part of the forecastle was in tli| 
water ; and at one time the cables gave 
she sunk half a foot lower at u slip. 
ibey perceived the flood tide, and. then the sliip nw^ 
I As soon as the vessel was afloat, the crew labout«d 10 

i move her further out, but the ice, which came driving 

I in, put them to great distress. They were obhged k 

L <wntent themselves with getting as many pieces M 

^H^^iup' could between them and the shore. One piecw 
^^^^H|bree iiundred paces in ciicuta^etenQe, c 
^^^K- quarter, but luctilv UioV. &a ^lawai "wfera 
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could toueli them. In a short time they weie bo 
bemmed in, that the ice mij^ht be wallied ovts M a 
great distance. Thenevtdaylhc tide ebbed two feet 
lower than before : had It occurred irhite they were <m 
the rock, their wreck would have been certain. The 
next ebb tide, tho ice, stopped by the fcugd piece whioh 
wab on shore, gathered <^ofle araandtiunnj.ao that. 
with axes and iron bars, they were obliged to break 
away the rongh an{r!es, and to make way fur it la drift 
by them. Their labour waa not in rain: and they got 
eo much of the ice between them and the recks^ that 
they remained for some time in tolerable Bcuurity, 
tfaongh at losT water tlio pieceii on shore ' breaking; 
asimder mode a fearful thundering nuise. The saioe 
day. Captain James went on the land, andthey built 
up a. large heap of stones, put a cross upon h, and 
called the place the " Harbour' of God's Providence," 
On the twenty-third of June, Captain James went 
on shore upon the eastern side where the ship lay, 
in hopes of finding some spot in which she might be 
lafer than in her present position, and he succeeded 
in discovering a place among iJie rotiks, which he 
Qumght might answer. Here he hfiard a teirihle 
nnBe which arose from a. lar^re mass of iee breaking- 
np. He feared that the vesael might have been 
mined by it, and hastened therefore to'thfe ship, but 
found all safe. He then sent his'boiit to s'mnd the 
place he had seen ; finally they umnnorcf! and wnrped 
the ship away from the icebertt;*, of tfMtlv thev hod, 
seareefy got clear when the ice \iVq\c \i.'?- Tti«ri 
wer^ ifcrlunaie enough to get *«« xwsaeX ■*.*&^1 
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into the ooto which they had found, aai making 
&8t to the roeks, remained in coiupsinliTa eaAtir. 
On shore all was rocky and barren. Neitber tne, 
berb, nor graaa. greir tfaeie. The tiaces-of faxes wvx 
discovored, but those of nu other animaU. l^da com 
was in latitude 61° 24', 

A gala of wind springii^ up on tho twanty^&mtdl, 
they set sail from the Ltive, wWoh they named Prioa'f 
Coije, and steered between great pieces of ioe whidi 
were aground in forty ftithuma of water, and twic< M 
Mgh out of it as their top-maat head. B^' doml ^ef 
were again cauglit in the ioe, wiiieh gratad on tfal 
aide of the vessel with so much violence, Iftiat tbi^ ' 
iktred it would tear away the planks.. Thus tbay . 
were driven about from day to day, until the t 
sixth. Not an at-re of sea could be seen firo 
mast head. The weather was calm with sui 
and bottom was found at one hundred and iof^ 
fatiioms. The nights were very cold, and the lig* 
ging froze. The panda of water upon the ii 
frozen half an inch tliick. 

Until the flftti of July, they sailed continually 
through the ice, the weather aometiroes fi 
ofteatimes fine. They were in latitude &3° 1 
strait between the Islaod of Resolution and 1 
Island. Un the sixteenth they found it impassible H 
lihape their course to the north-west, whicih v 
greet object of their voyage ; and they then bI 
TRWf-south-west, for Mana6e\d Island, the jci 
Resetting the ship and slriins ->i^Q\cW.^J^a«■^„ "^w^ 
were now obliged to go ayjo, \i5ii.^ ^S«s«BaR«. 
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bfiBad, sad. two af the aievt complained of being ilL 
On tliQ evening of that day, the^ came to an anchor 
eloce to Mansfield Island, and some of them treat 
ashore, but the; had dilSuuity tn recover theic buat 
again, oatheirretiim. the weather had become so tinck. 
The twentj' -seventh they had dear wealber, but on 
die ta^nt/'Cighth and ninth they were again en- 
dued by the ice, su that with all their sails set HiBy 
iA not more.. They now left the ship with heir 
■iib set, aad gut opoa the ice to recreate themaelves. 
One pioca was a thousand paces long. Foe the first 
lime Ute crew began to niuniiur, thinking it im- 
peasiWc to get clear. Some conjectured the bay woa 
HKEBcd over in a limilar manner, and that it was 
doiriitfiil if Bay land could be reached to winter npan. 
Tke ntf^hlsweie long, and bo cold that Iliey could not 
(■d.andbf day it was the same. Claptain James en- 
isomaged the crew in the best way he was able, amd 
Ib^ drank his MJ^esty's health npon tile ice, not a 
«m1 beiag laft on board, tbuiigh all sail was set. 
Bitfwfaik enilea^VDUring to cheer their spirits. Captain 
jBBoea felt that their murmuring was not without 
aamm. It was but too probable they might be IroEen 
1^ oti the ocean, and in feai of it Ite ordered a Qre to 
In mad* on board but once a day, lest in such a cose 
aw" fael should feU short. On the thirtieth they 
Bad* soma way throngb the ice, by breaking th^ 
BBgLes af Ibe shoals, and bcaiinEr the ship forward 
by Biaiii force. On the sixth of Aof^uat tbav suc- 
eeeded in getting inlo the open sea, toleta-^Vj ^ft« ^A 
iee. Theynoar stood to the north-west, "Bidain?,^'^*' 

J 



140 

as high to the northward as possible, and i 
eleventh saw land in latitude 99° 40'. The spare 
they had prossed was from Digges Island to the 
western shore, a bay about one hunibed and sixty 
leai^es wide. 

On the thirteenth of August, during foggy vea, 
ther, they saw breakers ahead. They wore then i 
nine or ten fathoms of water, but on lulling to clea) 
them, they suddenly struck on the rocks, and wen 
in great consternation, the sliip haying several n 
set. They had scarcely taken them in, when two » 
three heavy seas lifted them over the ledge intK 
three faUioms and a half of water. Thoy now li 
go their anchor, and tried the pumps, but found tli 
ship made no water, although she struck so violentljr 
throe times, that they feared the mast would t* 
carried away, and that the hull must have bulged. 
They now hoisted out a boat lo find a. channel bf 
which they might iree themselves, but there a 
mch a fog, that all sight of the vessel was 1 
the wind subsided ; by dint of firing the artillery, 1 
they recovered the vessel, and brought word thej I 
had found a passage where there was two fathcau | 
and a half of water, and that it soon became deeper. [ 
They were surrounded where they lay with rocks and I 
breakers, and gladly weighed anchor. They saikd I 
over two rocky ledges, on which there were only (i 
teen fathoms of water; it then deepened lo liuBftl 
four, and fourteen, and again shoaled. TheycalWB 
to an anchor that night, atv4 \\ie nesx. ia.^ \ree^*iM4 1 
every thing on board to meet X\ve e«?,ieac«* »A '4 
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ation. On the seyeoteeDlh they stood to the 
tbward. and at noon were six or seven Icaffuea on 
wuUierD aide of Port Nelson. On the twentieth 
I saw land in latitude 37°, and named it " The 
» Principahty of South Wules." This ia thB 
itory on the south-western side of Hudson's Bay, 
bte York Factory ia at present situated, and ter- 
lales on the south shore of James's Bay, opposite 
rt Mwn. In the evening they came to an anchor, 
. rode all night, and the next ilay and night, 
iig to a contrary wind. The ship laboured much. 
nine p. m. it hegan to blow hard, and the vessel 
ve. They manned the CApatan to heave in the 
le, fearing they had lost their anchor. The latter 
r hooked the ground again, and the sea chopping, 
ew the men from the capstan. A small rope got 
1 of the cable, and about the leg of the master, 
3 cleared himself only after a severe bruising. 

mates were hurt. One man< barely escaped 
b life, and another was struck down by a blow on 

1 hreast. All were sorely bruised, but the nnfor- 
Wte gunner's leg was caught between the cable 
ji the capstan, his foot torn off, the flesh stripped 
mhislog, and the bone crushed to pierei. He lay 
ring in anguish, until the crew bad recovered 
enselves, and were able to clear him. Eight men 
re hurt at this most critical moment; and while 
By were conveying the gunner belowto the surgeon, 
e ship drifted into shoal water. A second time the 
flhor hooked fast, and Ihey rode oaV ft»o to^X 
Wf. The gunner's leg was ta.kea oS 'ncM "&» 



^^^TBmb, airf, the wodnde of all the men hurt were dnn^ 
In tine miBcrable plight, the crew comforted then- 
eelves as well as they could. 

Oil the twenty -9»»nd, they fbnnrl themselvcE in i 
iitfle bay. out af which they immediately *toail, ooS 
on the twenty-seTenth came to hi(^ land, f^ 
aachnrcfl and sent a boat to the shore, weH masid 
and armed. When the boat cane hade, the aew n 
parted that they hnd seen a ^eat dual of drift wtai 
on the shore, and some trees, als(> tracks of Tui 
animnla. On the twenf)'-ninth, they saw the th 
oommanded by Captain F(»l, which had. been « 
out to seek the iiortVwest pasaage. Fox and m 
others from his ^p went on board, and were tnt 
toined by Captain James, as well as he was iMt-K 
They look their leave, and were seen no more, ft* ■ 
weothei', ihoD^h but the end of August, BowbecMM ■ 
Tery cold; they were still coasting along the lani 
when the surgeon announced th»t several of tbe CfW ■ 
were tainted with aoun'y. September the thM ■ 
they sav/ e. headland, which "fliey named Cift 
Hemietta Maria, in latitude 55° S'. On ^he Ruat- i 
tng of the fourth tho) saw land, and it soon begsi ' 
to blow vOTy hard from the south-east, wi th lightnijp^ I 
Bnow, and rain, such as noneof tbem had e 
eeen equalled. They shipped several veiy hen/J i 
seas, one iif which they feared would cause them It I 
founder, and they had ^eat difficulty to keep f 
tuBt in the hold. On the fifth the wind shiftsd, M | 
did not abate in ■violence; then Y\,wcn>.^»ritto it 
quarter of Hie north-iwest, ani ^A^" '«'''*^ mmiJq**.! 
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Cory. The vmGellabourall fearfully ; they were in an 
trnkncnn] sea, and the diHtress of all on boayd was 
jntinble. At night tlie storm liroke up, and tliey had 
• littie rest. 

On the seven Ih they sqw ati island, named 
It Ijird Weston's Island, and aocluired at ni^ht 
■nioag rocju and breakers, in a moBt danger- 
WB spot, bnt fortasately the weather was cahn. 
The next day Captain James went on shore. There 
he cirnld not find either Borrel, BCuryy-grasB, or any 
UbS erf herb (hat would rt-fresli the sick. They 
wne now in latitude vf 45'. On the twoli'th it blew 
lari>gMiii and the ship began to drive. Thoy hove 
ia (he anchor, and Bailed nndet conraes, when soon 
■blr. by some blunder, the ship ran upon the roc^ks. 
She afao^ roused Captain James in his cabm, who 
^■ngopon deck, thinking all was lost. They stniok 

I lUr sails, ture down the stem to bring the cable 
Iknm^h the cabin to the ca.pstaLn, lByi[i<r out an 
nobor to hoave astern. All the water was staved in 

' ba bold, and piimped out. and the coats thrown 

I MMboud, the ship still beating hard, and Mime 
tf tte vbealhing of her bottom Ewimming by them. 
BsicaUle br^K with the purchase, and they then 
|al CPHt anofliar, tliough tnnn the water they hod 
ttmA m the hold, they could not tell whether the 
A^leaked or not. It seemei! to be taken for granted 
ttmt fibe did ; and the carpenter's luuls, ii barrel of 
Innd, ene of powder, six muskets, some match, a 
Qafarlio^ Aii-hookfi, lincB, pt«^, aai otfwoa, 'swa 

jBt sMd (fie boar, and takett on AoteK-Q. *« t™-'*«* 



^^^HHile hopo of prolonging life fi» a few days mure. 
Tlic vessel beat forSve faours, and did not strike less 
than a bundred* times, the crew thinking each bloir 
muKt be the lust ; yet tliey did not perceive thnl she 
made any water, and at length sbc beat clear aver 
the rocka. The pumps were now tried, and aha 
proved leHky. They )cot farther ironi the shore, nnd 
calne to an anchor, but it began to blow frcili 
ngain, when, had they been still on the rocks, tbef 
must inevitably hove perished. 

On the thirteenththey were completely beleagueitd 
with rocks in the midst of fog, Cuploin James 
solved to go down to the bottom of Hudson's BiJ^ 
and see if he could discover a passage into the "riv# 
of Canada," and, failing of thai, to winter on the mais 
land, whirh was hotter than to perish among lodt 
and shoah. On the fourteenth they saw land, wtucll 
scarcely cheered them with a glimpse than it oani 
on to blow a. Bb>rm again, and they gave themsdva 
up once more for lost. Again it cleared, and lind 
appeared once more, for which they bore up, and rod) 
aafely in a good anchorage all night — a thing neott 
eary to give them rest from their incessant tnll. 
They lost one of their boats before they could miJH 
the anchorage, and that which they had left ml 
much damaged. On the nineteenth they anchotd 
under another island, and the carpenter repaired 
their only boat. Captain James went on shore, but 
found neither herb, flesh, nor fowl, and returned 
" comfortloas " on boaid. Tbe "n'vui WJIL continuing 
northerly, bo that they could nci\ g,6\,xowiA\oSn'0Q»a\w^> 
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they began to deliberate on the best course ti) be 
pursued. Some were for going to Port Nelson, where 
there was a sate cove lor tlie ship, but Captain James 
thought it a very dangerous spot on aci:ount of tlie 
ice. It was then so cold that the Hggingfnixe every 
night, and in the morning they bad to clear the doek 
of SHOW half a foot deep. To shape their course towards 
a colder climatei did not seem advisable. It was 
reaolved. therefore, to steer tothe southward in search 
of some place of security for the ship. Miserably 
iMsed about until the twenty-seuund, tliey were re- 
jiriced to sec another island, which they inadc, end 
went on elwro to look for some creek to lay up the 
Teasel. This was now became necessary, as she leaked 
mncb, and the crew were sick, diiipirited, and ex- 
luiwted from inoessant labour. They had great 
Aflenlty in getting to their boat again, being obliged 
to wade in the sea, while itfcoze and snowed bitterly, 
■Dd not without peni they regained their ship. The 
ialuid they named Sir Thomas Rue's Island ; it lay 
in latitude 58° lO*. 

On the twenty-fifth, the weather being stormy 
irilh snow and bail, they were encompassed with 
aho^s and obliged to anchor ; and it) much the same 
Hate, expe<'tiiig wery day to terminate their miseries, 
Ae time passed until the Urst of October. They were 
stiU in the midst of rocks and shoals, from which it 
aeemed as if they would never be disentangled. 
They got out Iheir boat to find a channel, and afler 
unparalleled hazards, they at len^tti &e«4. ■fia-ssa- 
BolreB. On the second thej- ian]4e4u's«n.«ci\d«i.-^. 
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nhich they called the Earl (rf Dnl^la Idond. T 
of EaTafres were seca upon it ; it was well wMded; 
from the hiftU ground iiollitDif bat ranks aud sIbmIb 
uouJd be HeeB- to tha suulhwacd, nurse even 
thuse they had akaadr piUBL-d. It was now the sa- 
tin); in. of winter in ik frJKid climate, and the |biv 
spevta oi the tmw wvre ML of t^loom. CapU&B 
■lames uttenipted, iii vain to find a ureek or motA 
Iving the. vaxfieL inlti, that she might lie in. some nM 
of secnritf ; ha ce^Biiii^ i>'» ^^V "'>''* P'l^o'l diffienk]!. 
The weathM coatuuied iievere and stormy tiEdw 
bixth. whan tkMy fttood ia neurer to tibe- sbive,*^ 
come to on anchoc On tlw aaventh, it aiunr«iLd 
day, bluwinj^ a sturm, and tliey were oUtged to 
the cteck widt akivela.. It froze sO' hard tdut. i» 
^»v^s of the ithip and liec fi|pii:e-head wene cased i» it* 
and the cable hecanie an large muadt.liwi]iiBixuiH 
lated ice, on tLuan'a body^ ao that they were Imtei 
to hmt' il anao'- The sun shone clear, yetlbey vM 
obliged lu teiic the tupsaik out of the topa,tlief ban) 
one eiitire lumii of ico, nor bad tlw sun tfaa iMl 
power io tliawtng theiu^ The bswit ul'tlieir boatnsi 
corered with iee kaU' afoot thiok,, which ttiuy VM 
oblit^loheat off; and when- they attempted, to Ewd 
the land, (hey could not get through the water naai 
eat thasbore.it wa;* so thiakwilh the saow whiolvtuu 
fallen od tbo suuds at low water. With tout OM 
they found it iliffit'itlt to land at alL. Tbey now ca 
a large quantity of Miood, and took il on boardv&aiug 
tZut in oi ahatt time fliej -wEsi^ "oe -MuMwita ^aei 
a- necaaaary duly.. ^>tt \woii ■Cq» *s^ s- 
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tiling: froxc even in the hold, and by thu side of the- 
tire. 

miB saila were now found to bo useleaa; mid thia 
circumstance, nhich clearly showed tliat the vessel 
cauld not be navigated any longer during the uold 
season, convinced thera ihtu they must winter where 
they had now anchored. Wood foe three months' 
cowomption had been got on board, and it seems tn 
ha¥B been Etill doubted what course to take-, when 
the siek men implored that some hut or horel might 
be built fi3t Ihem on the shore, where they would find 
abetter sheller,.aad recover more rapidly, tlian in the 
veSBeL This request was complied with. The bbf- 
penter and as«iGtants were landed, and went to work 
tuunediatriy. Captain James and others aet out into 
thawoodfi to see if he oould find anytiace of savages, 
in order that they raigbt be on tieir guaid against 
than, but they found none. The snow now lay half 
wmy tip the leg in depth, and Ihey returned to where 
dude companions were at work, upon their house io. & 
■DMt comfortless plight. In the mean while the 
trails were taken down and thawed liidbre a large 
Sfo, and then stowed away. The nexX day they took 
doim the mainaail, thawed it, and took it ashore to 
wvax their house,, which was accompliflhed the same 
aveniug. Six of the crew, who were emjiloyed in 
sealing it, slept that night within ite shelter, having 
Ma dogs with them, and also ftre-arms. The next 
ni^it tba hut was ready to receive its inmates. 

On the fifteenth of Octobervtt patty foal^iai ^^Na 
oat to bust rElnmed with a lean ieci ■wWrlo, 'iiK^ 
1. t 
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had hrougiit twclye miles, and ri>p<^Ied they haJ 
seen otherti. This party fonslsicd of the six men 
will) erected llie house. They had wandered above 
tWfnty Taiiss, and had slept the iiight of the fbuT' 
teenlh ia the woods. Tbcy did not recover the suf- 
fering &om the cold for several days. They met no 
wild beasts, nor did they see any harbour for the 
ship. Nottvith&tanding their sufferings, sis otben 
set. out on the seventeenth to explore the i^and 
They eociitiiitered more misery than the preceding 
port}'. They returned much disabled with the edi, 
having lost the gunner's mate, who to save distann^ 
had alteiopted to cross a pond about a quarter of a 
mile over. The ice pive way near the centre, and 
closed iipun him, so that ho was never seen again. 
Up ti» tile lust day of October the cold was very sevCK 
and the month ended with a snovr-storm. 

On the first of November they surveyed their jko- , 
vi«ions, which they fiiund as much in quanti^ u 
th^ could expect, owing, to careful u 
and saving. A similar survey Captain James m 
every month. On the third the boat could rot 
ashore through the congealed water, but on 
Iburth they succeeded in getting it to the land, 
were only able to do su afterward;] once id twi 
three days. On tlie ninth they carried a barrel d 
beer ashore t9 the men in the but, whcro,in one night 
it froze tlirough. When tliawed in a kettle this beer 
did not taste woU, and they were obligeil to break ti» 
ice ponds to obtain walet \o toii!t,\ii)>. "*■«»» had- in, 
smell: and at. last thi^V wwe tocwAX '-''" * 



POLAll AND »OE*K.SR?f SLIAS. 149 

twar the house, in ivhich the water was found good ; 
they thuughl it bad the taste er'niilk. 

The carpenter' now &3t about making a mnall boat, 
wliich might be caiTJmi by hand o^er the ice. The 
latitude of the pkce was fuund to be £2'. Ttaps were 
set to catch foxes. ' On 'the tWuIflh thdi' hmisS took 
fite, but it was fortunately exUilgliiShed hefolre any 
serious mischief "had ocemred. Thej wereRirced to 
keep up a large Are dUy and nlgiit, hni afterwards a 
watch was continually kept over it, for if their hoiisBsnd 
clothing had been lost, there was no cliante of their 
surviving the rigour of the season. Captain James 
slept on shore till the seventeenth of NoVeinber, 
during which period their suifecings continued to 
increa^te, and it was constantly snowmg and freezing. 
The ship appeared like a liinip of ite; the snow 
around her was frozen, and ehorewanl it W03 firm 
ice. Captain James now went on hoard, where the 
kmg night was spent by him in bitter and anxious 
thoughts on their situation, for ill the day there 
geomod no hope of saving the vessel. Indeed he 
began to think there was little hope ibr llidr lives, 
and that nature could not endure the uisentbte state 
in which they were much longer. 

The gunner, whose leg had been taken off in con- 
sequence of the accident at the capstan, was now 
grown very weak. He saw he had but 3 short til 
to live, and begged that he might be allowed 
drink unmixed satk, most probably, to lessen his 
misery. Captain James granted \na lec^wA-. ^^- 
themoritiDg of the twenty-socoi\d, ien.'Cti'^NA 
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to hu tutler sufleriD^. A cloae boanled uibiii had 
been altotleil liiin in the gun-room, aod as many 
clotbes as were needful, together nilh a pan of ooais ' 
sod R lar^e lire. N()tvfitb«1iUiding tbis, the plaiiter 
fnwe at bis ivounded Etiimp, and hi« bottle of wine ■ 
his bend. HiR coTnpaiiioiis cannnitted him to the H 
a conBiderable diEtani^e from the vessel. 

On the twentj'-third the ii:e be^an to inoiem 
Tbe snow lay in tlalit« in the water as it fW, RBd ft 
good deal of ire driflcd by the ship, which fortUBat^ 
escaped wilbout receiving uny ftesii iiijut^. la d 
evening, after the watch was set, a very targe |)im 
of ice CBHiu down, at least a quarter of a mile bc<M& 
followed by foor other pieocfi, each of equal size ta Ab 
fint Tliey now feared the ship woulil be forced v 
tbe rocks by the pressure. Tbe anuhur and m 
bore the stress of these fluntiug maEaes, sometima 
«TenBtopping them, ivithout breaking. Uu board titef 
fired off their musbets as signals of diKtKss to tb 
in tbe house, but in vain, for thoy could lutt eS 
tiiero Bssistanee. Tbe iee, at length, drifted j 
withoDt doing any mHlerial injury. The aext daf 
a piece came foul of the cable, and tbe sbip dnwe. 
Captain James now determined to run the sb^ 
aground ; neilbcr anchors uor culiloe could bold ber 
where she lay. The weather was fine and the ai 
shone warm; the wind blewupon tbe shore. Theab^ 
was brought into t\velvo feet water, and pre^aia- 1 
tions were made to imhWt ai\"i« t,V>t«e«(benit be- 1 
came neceasai'y. Ta^ '«et«' ^» \iq^c* «h™ ■'*^*' J 
vbioh were neai wovil teei; ^ V\ve ftsBSm^'-fi 



Thaftfaen l^a mile fnm Ae dry land. InAwnigfat, 
how w ^j-the ke feting Awra nptm them, the uidHSs 
one bene, and 0if dMp drove two cabled length. 
ne ymi firtmnt^ blew npmi the shore, and the 
■hip ittmnng agnmiid tapped the ice. which. Dal- 
wiftstBBding. did oo tiiesti iDJnrv. The following 
day 4ie wind BgaiBchanind, and brought dcnm much 
ice upon them. At flood>tide diey tmled hard, draw- 
iitft home theii anchare by main slienpth, anil endea- 
VDOiinf oDpe more to run the ship a^^und. Still 
Ae drvrve to the eastward, and Ihey h^ ^rest fears 
«he wootd drift on the rocka. The weather for two 
Aji had bE«i Sne varm Honshiae, or they eotild not 
tunre home the espoBore. The wind now ouming 
sound to the sovth, tlic topieils were bnmgbt up from 
betow, wheru they had been stowed away, and being 
licuted. The ship vhs forced ashire when she had 
drifted within s short distance of the rocks ; they Ihen 
tenke a uhannel thrtm^ the ice, and put out an 
anchor towards the shore in five feet water, to keep 
the ship Bnn. TheyieaFcd being driven out to sea 
Mtd starred, as they supposed was the fate of Sir 
Sugh WilloiighViy, the rerolieption cf whom added 
'gmafly to their depresmon at such a moment. 

Abowt nine o'clook the same ni(rht, the wind Mew 
« etBTiD from the Borth-west, which aent away all the 
ice. A rolling aea came in witli a surf, and thu sliip 
■was Btill abound. Bhe soon began to roll nnd then 
la beat. The crewslood, gome to Iha cai^taw aiid 
Mane tatkepamps, exj>erting evev^'^iVv^woJ''^'^^^*'^ 
*ra- up. They bove with all ttioir iih^\A ^ftVsa'i'** 
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bottom to tlic ground, till, from the wind making a 
high (lood-l^de.they were doubtful if lliey should ever 
be able to ^et her afloat BRain, even if she were able 
to swim. About twQ in the aomiug she seemed to 
setllu from the tide falling. The crew, oshausted by 
toil, now endeavoured to restore themselves by aleeib 
with the miserable expectation of having to r 
their labour again the next tide. In the morning,', 
however, they found the ship remain stationary, and ' 
thus they had an inlerval of rest. They went to.. 
prayers, and the captain held a consultation with Imti 
officers, and proposed that as they were in theutnioet 
peril, all the provisions sliouldbe taken ashore, and 
that when the wind came irom the north they should 
draw tile ship fiu'lher off the shore, and sink hei., 
By this means there was a better chance of preserT'. 
iiig her. They all ogivcd to it and communicated thS 
scheme to the crew. They then got ashore thai 
provisions with a great deal of labour, owing ti 
frozen snow and water. 

On the twenty-seventh, the bay in which they ]ej 
became ogaJn full of ice, which Uiey hoped woiM 
ireeze, and thus prevent the necessity of sinking thp 
vessel. In the mean time the carpenter prepared* 
place towards Jhe keel to sink the ship at a moment't- 
notice. On the twenty-ninth it blew hardj and ea>. 
pectlng it might shift to the northward, the eoaf9 
was ordered into the hold to stave the casks, or get 
up such ss were empty, to coil the cables on ths; 
iower tier, and get aU teaAy. It wiiiw^«i^a.\a>Sisfl) 
■a storm from the norlli-wcat. T^ie sVi-? -wia *ie» 
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beilded two feet in the sand, and yet she rolled so 
tiist they could scarcely keep their feet. The captain 
now let in the water, but she woiild not sink as fast 
as tbey hoped and expected, but continued to beat in 
sucli a, manner that they thought no ship could ha^'e 
borne it without going to pieces. At length the 
low^ tier rose and beat about the inside of the vessel, 
knocking the hulkheada of the bread and powder 
rooma to pieces, the chests and casks rolling about 
wildly : and the water dasliiug and flying in such a 
maimer from side to side, that they expected to see the 
ship's frame break up every moment. The rudder 
was soon gone; the sea at last came to the upper 
<teck, and the vessel settled down. Unfortunately 
they had none of them preserved their clothes, nor 
the nirgeoii his medicinc-chcgt. A part of the ckw 
were already on shore looking upon these operations, 
almost dead with cold and misery, and pitying the 
sofierin^ of those on hoard. Night closed the raiaer- 
sble scene. Those in the ship got into the boat, 
expressing their atlachmcnt to their commanderi as ' 
loth to part from him, but he informed them he i 
should ai^company them to the land. There were 
seventeen in the boat, all feariul that they had but 
eichanged one misery for another. Tiio ebb-tide 
bad set in, and the waterwasso thick with snow, that i 
tbey feared they should not he able to make head 
tgsinst it, buti being carried out to sea, perish miser' 
ably there. With much lahoui,dou\Ae ttiepwmjjfeoa. 
€>ais, they got to the land and booVeiM.? *Ow£a\.^tt^.. 
y^Mj-iioifgiieeteJthoir comrades OTV9\v»iYB,'«N>»'''-'asa'^ 



laiew them by Iheir voices or appearance, thej' wens 
frozen in tfao lk:e, heir, end dreBS. 

The party now went along the beacli towards the 
touse, where a good Ere nas made. They tha^vd 
themselves, and took for lefreshment bread nndwi 
being all thoy had to comfort them. Their con 
sation Inirned principally on the fate «f tbeir b 
Tbe>car]>0Dter thought she had ibimdered, and wi 
never a^sin be Borviueable. He contended ebe InA 
been eo «houk and beaten, that her beunia must 'h 
opened, and that as theoe was no oreek or cove m 
where she could be laid op, he could ideviae n 
trf' repairins her. Moreover, the rudder was g 
and he had no iron to haag aiiotlier. Some saiddi 
bad been bove -so high un the sand that she wan d 
ready docked three feet in it, and could not lie got ofl 
others that the ioe would destroy her. "that 'hw toi 
chors which were under the ice tvoiiid be brokm ^ 
it, and there wouid be none on board for use if fhfl 
were able to get her off. Captain Jitmes bade thea 
be «f ifood heart and tniet in fiod : liiat if they wa 
to end thdr days there, they were as uecr &eB%-ema! 
that spot as in Bn^od : that they wore by ] 
mcaUB past hope — tbejr migiu, oe others ^d iaa 
binld a boat, and iscover thear friends again ; tllL. 
nothing was too hard for courageous minds, whicb ij 
they had so far shinTn. and he dtiubted would nst 
&i1 to show again. Thoy ull protested they would . 
do tbeir utmost, ami ubey the uaptain even to tiiar ■ 
deaths. To the carpenter, "m lettim i— '--- -^'--^J 
nefis and spirit, Captaiu Ja-mes ^DmwRitt.to*iJ 



ud, and aUo that he wonld not forget those wh« 
Etiiiguiahed themselves if he got to England. It was 
len veBolved to build a new boat frame with the wood 
Itieh tbey might obtain on the island; and if the 
lip should not be found serviceable in the spring, to 
lank the boat with her timbers. Matters thuti de- 
ded, they all huddled round their Are, and WL'nt to 

On the thirtieth, the captain made the surgeon out 
IB hair short, and take olT his beard, for ioicles hung 
laa both, and gave him intolerable pain. The urew 
iBswed the example. 

Tbej now prepared themeelTes for their fiiture 
bmas. They were anxioue to got some clothes and 
lOTukiDS, for when the tide fell, there remained 
' oourae but Uttle water in the vessel. The master 
M appointed witli those unAer him to gu on board 
td get the things out of the hold, the coxswain 
id frthers to bring them ashore, while the faptaiB 
■d tfae rest were to carry them nearly half a mile 

'Where they proposed building a slorchouse. The 
saner things were to remain upon the heacth. The 
Mf mcceeded in getting on lioard, and tnade a fire 
tore aa a signal. Tliey also got «ome things out of 
» tufld upon the deck.tmt as night came on speedily 
ley dared not venture to <'ome on shore, but were 
BHily starved to death with cold on board, bemg 
S^ed ta remain all night in the ship. The next 
B^ a was BO cold ihat they walked oi\ tte \«e ^ra ftift | 
dp, where the boat had gone the da^ 'brfwre, »i& 
■nod bank in bumlles a, good quanlitj w£ ^wA, «**■ J 
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^^■Buch of thtit bedding and ckrtlies, vlikh Ihej di 

^Hh|I of ice wilbin the veaeel. The next day the m 

^^H^ fell mild agun. otid same of tbe rrew Twtnni 

^^^jn the ice fell tlirough. and were vith difficDtt]' n 

ouvcred. No \isit could, thereftire, be mad* Utk 

r«sM.'l, and they bc^ii building Ibeif Etorehoul 

The third uf Dcccinber, aumerous large [ne«es oT 

iloppcd by the ship as tbey Huated bj, but tl 

^ na passai{e ituruEfi. The boat reached I 

isei, and tras loaded; but as it then drew f 

ter, it could not come within a gpcd disia 

Ihe shore, and tbe men were obliged lu HI 

lUgh the fteezing woler to corry the thingKUl 

backs — asi)2htextremclypaiDrul,fromtheiili> 

''Ihoy endured. The boat at leD};lb gut fruien in I 

tackles; she could not be lifted upon deck fttm i 

weii^ht of ice ubout and within her, and it was Ub 

^^ On the tenth the cariienter Ibuud timber to nil 

^Hhkcel and stern for tbe new boat. The creirw 

^^Kvincipally employed in getting the pronuoltt 

^^Hboro until the thirteenth, when tbey dug A 

^'"loat out of the ice with great toil, and then got 1 

upon it, In this sep'ice many bad thairDOBea,clM 

and fingers frozen as white ua paper. The cold 

creased, and on the nineteenth they could get noth 

more out, leaving Gve barrels ol' beef and p«kt 

their beer, and other things, frozen up in the hold. 

The twenty-first was so cold that none of 
einild venture out of ttie Wusb. T\yi^ attempted 
tliii (B-enty-third. lo Aiag VWit >wb.\. -iaWt, 
ning het over the oara -, boJ. t-j ^^ 'i'^ 
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ing the fag came on so thick that it vas AarV as 
; ; and though they made baste to the shore they 
cered. it with difficulty, losing each other in the 
1. At last they nil met in their house dreadfully 
a. Upon Bome the cold raised blisters, which 

imagined arose from coming too quick to the 
out of the freezing atmosphere. Their \vell too 
frozen up, so that they could get no water. 
ted snow they found unwholesome, and fancied 

it mode them ishort-hruathed. Wine, vinegar, 
md everything liquid, were frozen hard as wood, 

were cut with a hatchet. Their house was iced 
■ on the inside, and things fro^e within a yard of 

ftre. Yet the latitude differed hut little from that 
Umdon, a proof that two centuries ago the Ame- 
n continent had the same severity of winter tem- 
ature that at present distinguishes it so much 
n the "Old World." 

[Ti^ were fortunate enough to find a spring under 
snow, about three-quarters of a mile from their 
we, which (hd not freeze so hard but that by 
nking the ioe water could be obtained. Tliey had 
!ftt difficulty and toil in getting; a stock of wood for 
(IT file! at this Ume, dwing to the depth of the snow 
i^gb which they were obliged to carry it. Their 
Iding and provisions being now all arranged, they 
»miined to keep Christmas-day as jojftiUy as pos- 
<le in their circumstances, and also St. John's 
f. They named the wood in which they were 
ntering-, " Winter's Forest." 
Flo fiouse which they consltucV*.i-«a-'3. aj\m:«!>-''^ 
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the aarmast situation the; could find, }^a» near to Ihe 
alup aa possible. It lay among; a tuft of thick trees, 
uiuJcr a southerD hank, u short distance trom die 
shore. Tbey could not digit ^ >^itt^ ^^ house in the 
ground, which hiiil elite made it warmer, for thef 
ibuiiil watei irithin two teet of the surlkce. The vii 
was a &1M while sand, so they could not conalniFt& 
mud wall if the tiost had allowed. Stonee t 
were none, nor liod they boards. Thsy thendlBtf 
narked out a spot twenty feet square, beiDg the nfl 
their main canvass would conveniently cover. Tbfl 
tiiey drove strong stakes into the ground ; theao thq 
vattled with boughs, beating them down very ctml 
to the Iteight of siv foeC. Tlie gable ends wetatM 
feet high; and left open at the top corners Sde tlH 
anioke to pass out^ and the Ught tii come in. At hod! 
ends three rows of thick bushy treea were plnoed (■ 
end quite close. Then trees, cut as far as poofr 
ble from the bouse, in Isngtha of two yards, was 
piled up to the thickness of six feet at the side^ sat 
ten at the ends. A yery small low door was laftM 
creep in at, and a porch was erected before it. madl 
of piles of wood, that the wind might not blow tk 
A rough tree was placed lengthwise over all, apM 
which rafters rested, and then the main eourao npM 
them, which reached the ground on both aidsa 
"Within, other sails were mode fast to the walla ; aol 
on. three sides, stjikes driven into the ground formedl 
double tier of bedstead frames, the lowest being a 
frora the ground. T\ieae"fleto tM.i.^ajA.-sSSa.VM^Mi^ 
lliea some space aailavetB^a 
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man's bedding and slotbes. The heortlt for the tire 

vas snAt in the ceucrev >md some boacda weco placedi 

natad it to Maud wpoa, and Iwep the cold ^om tiieir 

I tet SbmB nude th^ wosve clothed serve fi>c oano- 

. pies and curtains, and otbers the equU sails, 
k The aaaoiuL honsa was erected aJiout EweQty feet 
^ &taiit fi-sm the first, somenliat smallar, made alsa 
L : <C vcttliii^ and cmsred with the- fbre coucse. It 
^ ttad na poiea on the snutlL side, but the mdl oDDaisCsd. 
tf ^ tfaecbeatB of tlia cruw piled up: )the heaC reflected 
ttoea Iha fii« upon them and b&ck again, made it 
V «amm' Aan. the other houM. Here the victuaUi 
> wece dreaied, and the coniaioiL sailors generally ler 
a uauied' during die day. A third hon^. made of a: 
r EOQgh t«en raJters resting >.gaii\stit from the ground, 
and. caveied with a. new set. of ssils, was huilt at 
I SOWS' distance, for fear of fire. On the inside, upon. 
gBall tiees covered wilJi bouf^ha. the stuck of bnead 
sad Aab. waa laid about two feet from, the ground, 
tD' praaervB it more caiefuUy. Tbo other stores lay 
rinnt leas regularly. The two inhabited houses long" 
biftcc Christmas wei» covered with snow, which 
marljF teached the ruof frouL the ground. The. store 
ItHue was hmisd in. iC This made both booses 
lamutji. The? could not go out unless they made 
pB&fiia I^B mow, middle deep in some places, tread- 
ing doo^ tha snow after shovelling a good quantity 
imim : by this meuns it made 3 hard walk for 
tncb 4f the aick as could venture forth on a line 
da^. TJuse walks they extended b^ ^E^eBftSai'iaMC. 
amd Artber.. Tbey succeeded oa t'ba t««v\."i •«««*&•. 



of December in getting their boat on shore, 
tbey brought up their provision from the beach t 
tbe storehouse, but not without excessive labour a: 
suffering, having to make a path with shovels throu^ 
ihe deep snow from the sea-siile to the hut. 

In this hut they saw the close of the year 1631 
The first of January set in extremely cold. By m 
obscr^'ation of the latitude, the weather being cle« 
sunshine, it was found, no donbt owing to refraction 
to be 51" 52'. Every day in this month the e«ld wa 
extreme. On the twenty-first they remarked thi 
the sun appeared to rise of an ot'al figure along tb 
horizon. It was twice as long as it was broad, bi 
as it got higher it assumed its usual circular f 
On the thirtielh and thirty-first, early in the mgb 
there appeared more stars in the heavens than the 
had ever seen by two-thirds at least, The Ughtia 
nebulous appearance in Cancer was'full of stai 
The "via lactea" consisted of nothing but small stai 
while the Pleiades were clouded with them. Wbtt 
the moon got up, about ten o'clock, tbey wese not 
be seen in greater numbers than usual. The wi 
had been northerly, and the cold was extreme, ; 
at intervals they worked upon their boat and fetcbei 
wood. The sea was frozen over as far as the ej 
could see early in the month. It was remarked tfai 
the men found it less painfiil to wade through tl 
water in December than in June, when the sea boi 
ice, notwithstanding the severer degree i 
The ground was now ftoienVoftieie^ttiofta 
In February tUe co\4 coWiwj.vA a* wm«N 
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Lg month. The unfortunate searoeit 
to complain of sore mouths ; their toeth 
loose, their gums swollen, and the black 
ich increased upon them was obliged to ba 
■ daily. The pain was «a great they could 
heir ordinary food. Some had pains in their 
id breasts, others in their backs, others 
) of the legs, and achinf^ pains in the knees 
;hs. Two-thirds were auun uider the sur- 
are, and yet in this depLorable slate they 
ledto go daily to fetch wood, though moat of 
d no shoes to wear. Their st«re shoes wore 
in the ship, and those they had, upon com- 
efireoutofthesnow.werebumed. They bound 
bout their feet, and laboured by that moans 
rm their duties. They seem to hayo been 
sQent set of men, cheerful in privation, 
Jient in suffering. The carpenter next fell 
e dismay of all, for his skill was a main prop: ^H 

hope of seeing England a^ain. Neither ^| 
r VBtob, though kept in a chest of clothes by ^H 

would go. The cold in any open spot, 
that upon the ice in the way to the ship, was 
es not endurable at all; no clothes were 
unst it, no exercise resisted it. The hair oft 
dids was frozen, so that they could not see 
.ttempted to brave it at those periods. The 
ke woods was not ao severe, though it would 
idnt ore.vposedpartofthehod,^. 1\\ft\si*ARi 
lae was now hung with icideft. T^^* dm'Cosa 
«fa sparkled with Jboar £roat Vnoiwga ■&»«■« 
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the fire. The cook's tubs, whkh stood not a. jtA 
fixiin the fire, and in whkh melted sqow-m 
poured in the lUy, were frozen to the bottom U W 
slept but one wat<^h at ni^ht. 

On the flrsi of Mareb they kept holiday, it beiq 
St David's day. On the fifteenth, one of the mm 
thinkinff he had seen a. deer, set out with a&ea it 
the ptirsuit, but they returned in the eTeuing ■ 
disabled with the cold, thnt itwa« a fottnigbt befll 
they recovered their former state of health. BMski 
of the size of wulnuts came upon their legs and bd 
On the twenty-sixth, three others set ont on the asa 
errand, and returned atiU worse, and nuira disabkd 
That evening die moon was observed taiiae ofaT^ 
long oval in the horlzoD, as tl^ sun had done aM 
before. The oarpenter. who was no weak as tdti 
led to his work, had contrived by the end of the moni 
to set up seventeen piround timbers, and thicty^fM 
straddles of the projected boat. These timben ITCIl 
not obtained witlioat vast toil and labour- 
men were sent with a raonld of the croaked pieal 
of timber required. They were forced to wsde aM 
scrRmble through the snow in the terrible cold of M 
olimate. When they saw a tree likely to do,A4 
wei'e first obliged to elcor away the snow ronnd t( 
and then try the mould. IF it did not da afterl^ 
they were obUged to go in seareh of another that di& 
When they found one fitting, they were obliged lP 
thaw it with.a.&tc, m 'iXui'j tmj!i4.t«i\i!.-at H, and ■ 
was then to he got totn'sa.isaB 'S»iWii^*a^Mi».' 
Under the circnmateacea iix las^iwA \ft «S«i,,(wb!R» 
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tooH, and the ill health of the greater part of 
the crew, such labour muBt have been ahiiuat 
bepond human strength. They were obliged to 
Karch out dry trees for fuel and fell them ; for 
green woud made a smoke so thick thai it could not 
be iMtne, ami thu men would rather have perished 
of die cold than sat by it. The trees too which 
th^ procured so abounded in turpentine, that they 
wero blackened all over. Their clothes were 
Horohed, and bung in pieces. Their fuel wa,s still to 
be brought home through the snow, and all that was 
■electsd for the carpenter's use it was necessary to 
Ibsw. The healthy had to wait upon the sick, 
tft whom by Eiister day there were five unable to do 
anything, and one of these was unfortunately the 
^Bpenter. The boatswain was very weak, and only 
ftve retained enough appetite and strength to devour 
tfleirdaily oUowaDceof food. In feet, though they kept 
Sflster-day, which was that year the first of April, 
with religious solemnity, and Calked around their fire 
of their situation, it seemed they were never in a 
■UR fearful state, oor hope more distaulL The wea- 
Ibei was still intolerably cold, not the slightest miti- 
guKm of its intensity had taken place. The boat 
ma not half finished, and the carpenter was growing 
"marae. Tlie ship appeared to be fiUl of solid ic«, 
iHlielt they imafi^ned must have opened all her seams, 
M^eciolly after the blows she had received. As the 
aeanlt of a good deal of discussion, it waa&^esd,wttf 
withstanding their miserable aiidlac\\iVeM.^\v^^-%*saS. 
tbe Brat rnumeai the warm neathct wwii sS,w« ^S."** 
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they should endeavour to clear the 1 
her state, thai they might afterws 
take sunie other step in the evtai 
inefficient. They took the first (% 
fore, of muatering such tools asn^ 
that object, more porlieularly to dig; 
hold. They had but two iron bare 4 
Bhovels, yet they planned to th«1 
larhoard-bow, to serve as a defence • 
ing ice when breaking up, fearing fl| 
the ship to pieces. 1 

On the sixth of April the snow 1 
ever it had done before. All their | 
were filled up ; its nature was moistai 
had fallen earher in the season, whid 
and drove before the wind like Go« ^ 
ther did not alter unUl the flfteaitlti| 
hy Captam Jamea, that in the cleMfi 
could not see a httle island about bt 
if it was misty, he saw it from thi 
this ho ascribed to ^fraction. • 

On the sixteenth, they had a dl 
sunshine, and began to clear the sn 
of tho ship. They made a fire in th 
it appears the water had not reach 
warm it On the seventeenth, they dn 
the ice to get out an anchor which ta 
■water, and succeeded in taking it ^ 
on board. The neW ia.-^ ^-'oei ^:t«A, 
the place neat wtere ^ii^ei "i^'^'^ 
night be. Tliey came \q V\ia ■^ 

\ 1 
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Rwith what they sought : they judged that, if 
\x broke up, there would be do chance of i(i 
er neovetT, as it would be driven to sea with the ice. 
, T On the nineteenth, they continued lo mine in the ice, 
^a ind the miuter and two men, who had supped on 
^ ihore, requested that they might be iiUowed to sleep 
fe- in the ship's cabin, by which they would escape 
.^ hearing the groans and sufiecings of the sick during 
k the night, who were now enduring intolerable an- 

They laboured so hard on board, that by the 
J twenty-first they reached a cask, and could perceive 
If there was water in the hold, which, they knew could 
f not arise from thaw, as it then froze hard both 
day and night in the ship as well as on land. Two 
d&ys afterwards they were able to get at some beer, 
which proved good, except tasting a little of bilge 
water. It greatly refreshed them aU, particularly tba 
■kk. They now thought the water they had found 
had stood in the ship oil the winter, and that the 
boles they had cut to sink the ship were frozen up. 
The following day they found, on going to work, that 
the water had risen above the ice. It had blown hard 
doting the night, and ia the morning ble^ off the 
land, which led them to hope that the water would 
Um to its lowest point at ebb-lide. They began out^ 
side to cut through the ice down to the lowest hole 
they had made in the ship's bottom. For this pur- 
pose they toiled all night, and found the place un- 
frozen ; the water within having laUew to a,\fc'i^'WJ^ , 
the hole, and mthou^ a foot below \\.. I^e-S ?«ajs*>j| 
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the holo BS tight as they od 
llad niade they found ,tVozen.1 
were easier able to discover if ■ 
leak, when the Hood-tide rosa.<< 
TBS undertaken that, in case 4l 
and escape by her becaino fai| 
to the muin land, from the i^ 
it hrolui up. There were ntnrli 
to travel over tha snow. Hm 
amall, and tuu much injured toJ 
iboy had laid down vnts not jj 
penter was dying. Thus ^ 
their proBpects, as the aeasoaul 
hope was advancing. i 

On the twonty-flfth of Aprils 
to rise above the plaoe they iui 
aide where they had dug doM 
ship. This encouraged thenk^ 
could, fell to work with alacn^ 
of the hold. They tried to ib^ 
ing hot water into them cooijf 
irith one of them the next day,| 
very freely, which did not riu^ 
Rain fell on the twenty-ninth 4 
knew that the rigoioua sea^ra 1 
last day of April was very cdl 
which made the eick suffer ad 
done before. It being May'd^ 
tiietr ditttress, the^ deleiminfl 
iZeturaing late from tbe\t\»!d 
« good ftre, cboae tlwai \a^ 
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in iiteir caps, aa if in Englanil, trying every mode 
to keep up their spirits. How dependent tke bodilj 
faeatth is uiion the spiiits in similar oirciunstaiaixs 
thej well knew. 

That tbey esi^aped with life aa l^ej' had done from 
tlio eeurry, must be oseribod to tbeir bodily exertioni. 
Xb«T diet, Bfipecia.Uy what they called tbeii parridgt^ 
■raa &e Tery food to promote that disease. It was 
made of liie hroth Id wbicb their salt beef was boile^ 
1*116 cook boiled the next night's supper the day bo- 
fore, in a kettle of water, with a i|uart of uatmeBl, 
The meat iu an hour was taken uut, and the broth 
Iwiled to half the qoantity : t h'" must have made 
it Salter aud more injurioQa. Ttiey called itpumdge. 
Bating it vith bread as hot as they could bear. Thej 
Ata took salt fish tor the solid pait of tbeir meal. 
poA and pease made their Sunday's dinner, and the 
beef^ before mentioned, their supper, so that at uigfat 
tiiey had always something warm, which they felt ft 
gtesl: BOmfort. As might be exiiected, however, soon 
alter Chribtmaa tliey were attacked wiUi scurvy. 
Wbea their mouths beeoiao etue, they oouid eat 
ceitbra' beef, fish, nor even porridge. They were 
obliged to pound bread or oatmeaL in a mortar until 
it was fine, and eat it fried with oil, or pease boiled 
to a soft paste. They caught a few foxe* in the win- 
ter, which tliey boiled for the sick. Some of tha 
BOW were so ill the]' could not move in their beds, 
■Dd it Tas necessary to attend them Uke infants. 
Otbars were crippJed by the attacks ;Ji. "Jae ?i¥*>xi!«, 
^nd all \rere more or tess affected, t\i& wwi^sa. 
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e%'ery raoming cut away the dead I 
gutns, during which they thcmselvT 
extremities and legs in a, decoction) 
leaf tliey could procure, boiled o 
softenud the diseased parts, and thou 
got up, scarcely able to stand, they o 
and move about. At night itnas ne 
their Umha agoin, and dress thoic mm 
the etnte of acute misery they enc 
what is more cxiraorclinary, the great) 
fiun'ived. The captain hod providt 
touched a tun of Alicant wine, wisely j 
the spring, they would stand in most i 
this mingled with water, although it h 
and was weak, they made a lolecable L 
sick bad a pint of tliQ pure wine.dailyj 
of brandy every morning. No 
what little they had at their comn 
adopted. 

On May-day they went again to thi 
out ice. The next day the snow fe% 
cold they were obliged to keep wifli^ 
This unexpected had weather affeoti 
muah, that they grew worse ; they coul 
out of bed without fainting, and animi 
vith dilSaulty restored to tliem. On t 
who were able went again upon the ice t 
EUOw on the land had begun to melt, ai 
On the fourth, the captain and surg 
to see if they cou\d shoot wfli^««\ "Lot 
<nd crows beginning to a^vcwc -^mx-C 
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lo be ^iprojuhed. On the sixth, the master's chief 
male died, and thej huried him upon the top of a 
sand-hill, which they called Bntndan Uill ; his naine I 
was John Warden. It now froze a^n of a thick- 
nesa sufficient to bear b roan's weight. 

On the ninth, they had worked so hard in th«r ship, 
that they got np five barrels of heef anil (lork, which 
they had been compelled to leave on board, and four 
botts of beer, and one of cydar, which they found to 
be very good. A day or two after tliey met with their 
■tore shoes, soaked in sea water, but they contrived 
to dry and use them. They atnick down their cables 
into tb« hold, and prepared to sink the ship agoia, if 
it should be needful when tbo ice broke up. They 
eould not find that she leaked, though the carpenter 
still contended that she must do eo, ft^m the shocks 
vhieb she had received. The rudder, however, was 
■till wanting. They were as much as ever the 
prey of apprehensions by no means calculated to aid 
their hope of ultimate deliverance. 

On Sunday the thirteenth, the weather was tolerably 
vann, though it froze at night ; patches of bare land 
now began to appear. The nest day they com- ' 
menced putting together the rigging, which had | 
received much damage. They prepared to float the 
vessel on casks, by passing cables under her, if it 
thould be requisite. A party was sent to kill wild 
bwl for the sick, who were obliged lo manufiicture 
their own shot. They sowed a little spot of ground 
iri& peaee, hoping lo have BomeftvVaa ^(smt'st'Oisa 
eick in a short time. On the eig^Aee^'fe, ^ft "ioifc^ 
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despondency of all, William Cole, the carpenter, (lied ; 
he was greatly beloved. Three others of the cref 
by expecting death every hour. The carpenter thef 
buried near the master's male, all who wore »ble B 
attend following him to his last resting-plaoe wi& 
hcary hearts. The poor carpenter, despite his illnesi, 
had laboured until bo had got the boat ready for bolt 
ing and Iroenailing, und the survivors hoped to feodct 
her serviceable, if the ship should fail. Her tizenl 
twenty-seven feet in length, by ten, and ber burtlm 
twelve or fourtoeu tons. The same evening the bodj 
of the gunner, committed to the deep so long hdbn, 
and at such a dittanoe from the ship in deep teUo; 
was foimd under the gun-room ports, and dug out ot 
the ioe, as free from dn^y us when first aHninitled t> 
the ocean ; but the flesh was loose upon tbe t: 
Tlaey carried the body and interred it by the u 
ler and his comraiic. A mournful and depresiiiig 
scene terminated another wee^ of sutleriDg anil paitr 

The snow was now rapidly disappearing. Then 
Vrae a high tree, which they called tiieir " watch-tree,' 
growing upon a lofty part of the island. Upon Ihs 
they climbed, but could not yet see water. Whd- 
day, the twentieth, tliey kept with due sulemni^, ■nl 
made a meal of wild-fowL On the twentf-seoani 
they puQiped iheir ship dry. The days becane m 
warm now, that they could scarcely liearthegidtriow* 
ffot glooms came over, but iu the nights it box, w 
r^Mtthe aJteraatiun was paiiiM, ■iQ4^.'aft■as^«i«M4 
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lO twen tf -fourth, the ice broke all along the 
y wfUi a fearful noise, and began 1o move by the 
ship, on wliich ther determiDed to sink her Eie^aiiu 
Xhey trere fortunate enough to reruver then rudder 
and get it oa board. The icu now begun to drift in 
heaps along the shore, and on the rocks. The sight 
was a joyful one to them, and they returned thanka 
lo God forit. They kept the twenty-ninth, tli« birth.- 
day of Prince ChnxleB, (afterwards Charles II.,) and 
named the island "CharlttHi Island," and on the 
thirtieth, were able to communicate with the ship bj 
neass of their boat. The last of May they found 
some vetches growing, which they picked and boiled 
for the sick. They got all their rigging ready, 
dried their fish in the sun, and packed it anew. EX' 
mptthe captain and master, not one of themcoiAdaet 
Ae salt provisions. It was remarkable tiiat, up to 
fliu time, not one of them had been troubled wifli 
colds or similar complaints. 

June now commenced with snow of four days dura- 
Iten, and the pools out, and the vessels of water in 
tte house, were frozen over. Their clothes, which 
■tbey had washed and hung np to dry, remained froMB 
all day long. On the fifth, it Uew hard, yet they 
gat up an anchor and cable which had lain in the ioe 
■mB the winter, and were unmjured. They attempted 
to hang the rudder ; and some of them, venturing into 
<be water to assist, could not endure the cold many 
minutes without fainting, By the w^^tAh, i";. ■cjo^jiyi-, 
KiB ship bad again been pum^iei its , miA ■aS.Nft^^ 
water WBa afloat in the dock she \iaA. tivB&a %«''<» 
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self in the Btinil. They next proceeded to lighlen hei. 
and heave overboard her hallasL The sick, who had 
been fed on vetches, began to mend sorauch, that those 
who could not sit up for two or three months before, 
were able to move about Ilie house. Thrice a daj 
greens were gathered, washed and boiled, and ealea 
with thawed oil and vuiegar; many of them nte 
notbinf; else. Herbs were ulso bruised and mixed 
with their drink, or eaten raw upon bread. 

On the eleventh, they succeeded in hanging Ibdr 
rudder. The sea was still frozen as tar as could be 
seen from the watch-treo. The latitude of the isl: 
was a;;ain observed, and found to be 52° 3' : it is | 
bable that the imperfection of the instruments d 
in those days may account for the difference in tivst- 
observations. On the sisleenth, the weather w 
and the crew went uito the ponds to cool themselveai 
butfound them very cold. FUes now appeared of vs 
ous kinds, with such an abundance of fierce and blood- 
thirsty mosquitoes, that they were more tormented 
by them than by the cold weather. Ants in abund- 
ance and frogs were observed, but the latter looked M 
like toads, the senmon were afraid to cat them. 
bears, foxes, or fowls^were yet seen. On the as- 
teenth, the wind blew from the north, and they ex- 
pected a high tide. That day they hove the ship in» 
deeper water, and returned thanks to heaven for their 
success. The next day tlicy stowed a good deal vt 
ballast, and on the ninelceaVk &vh o^n water from 
tlieir watch-tree, fox ibe ttaX. <wttQ,Vi •sVuSo.'^ 
£^sj)eotBd the breaking u? oE XVb ««■ ■» ^''^ 1 
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soon. They now perceived rocks and stones oil 
around them, bo tha.1, had the ship not grounded 
exactly where she did, she muEt have been destftif ed. 
They towed their vessel out, and moored where they 
haA anchored the year before. They got their stores 
on board, tbough they were obUged to wade to their 
boat &om the shore with tliem, a tedious and painful 
operation for men in such a state of suffering. Captain 
James now made a cross of a high tree, against which 
be fixed the portraits of the king and queen, carefully 
wrapped in lead, taking care to add to the usual titles, 
tbal his Bovereign was king of Newfoundland and of 
" these territories,"' and to the south as fer as New 
Albion, and northward to eighty leagues. The cap- 
tun also inclosed or fastened some other things to the 
CToas, and then, on Midsummer day, they raised it 
on the top of the bill where lihey bad buried their 
eomrades, taking possession of the territories for his 
Majesty's disposal, as a retm'n for the inhospitable, 
though fortunate shelter it hod aSbrded the gurvi- 
Tors— a melancholy ceremony aa connected with tha 
recollection of the poor sufi'erers, who now lay uncon- 
«cious under their feet. 

On the twenty- fifth, they proceeded with the rigging 
of the vessel, while the captain took a. musket and one 
of his company, and proceeded to the watch-tree, in- 
tending to make a fire and see if it woidd be an- 
swered by any savage inhabitants of the island, wish- 
ing in the erent uf finding any, to haveMiKv'wwswa 
with tbem, and if possible obtam m\c\\i%ftW* <Ji '^>'* 
geography of the country. In ma\uns vVa ftxiln ■* 
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windward of some lre«a, they caught. The weathw 
hail been hot and dry. and the tree in which the cap- 
tain WBB, ROt inflameil at the boftom to qtiiekly, IhU 
be was obliged to leap down Rndmntoirards the shore, 
escaping with great diflinilty. The dry inosB oD 
the Burfoce af the ground burnt hke flax. The On 
ran along the earth In tha manner of a train of gun- 
ponder. The musket and lance oanied by Captain 
James were both bomed, and he and bis compaaiDtt 
were happy to escape with their lives. It continued 
to increase, and Immed Airiously, until thsy coilM 
see no limit to its ravages. The poV(l<]r and stivM 
were immediately ^t on board, nhile a sentinel ml 
kept on tho hills to watch the irrogtesR of the Uue. 
Tlicy took their new rails to the sea aide, to aeeUM 
thorn. The wind now shifted to tlie north, and dl> 
man set to keep walch over the progress of the On 
came nmninK as fast 39 be could to hia companion^ 
cryin^r that the Rre was coming hard at his 1: 
There was need of no other excitement to urge thaa 
to burly the remainder of their things t 
The fire came on with a terrible rattling noiae doWB^ 
to their house a full mile in width, but fortut 
they bad jnst placed the last of their stores in 
rity, when it seixed their house, and ii 
destroyed it. The appearance of the Dame t 
tearible, that the dogs ran into tlie sea., and got a 
the rocks howling. The followin)r night they ■ 
slept agTiin on hoard tticw afe'f . Until lUo twenty^ 1 
nuiti, they were etQp\a?eim ^\&^¥,'fea%M\'A* 
stores on board, anduUng 111^006.=^^ 'S'^***- ' 



irere abtiged to take in dnft wood far their tools were 
now past use. The frame of thtir boat thev uut up, 
and look an board also. They then built tombs of 
(tones ocer their dead comrades, carr\in^ about two 
toai for eacb tomb, and tilling up the middle with 
sand — a piam but lueleag emploioeiit, yet speaking 
the bonest warmth of thrar teelin^ 

By the thirtieth they had ngi;ed and put their ship 
in ntiler, intending to sail the Tu.\t day but one, and 
to speod the first of July, which was Sunday, on shore, 
to take leave of the Island. Tlie days were ia- 
tolenibly hot^ while at night it frequently fro*e. The 
mosquitoes weto to intolerable, that they were 
obUged to tear up an old ensign, and make bags of it 
la put Ihcir heads in. On the first of July they 
adorned their ship in the best way Ihey were able, 
though no eyes but their own could witness it. A 
short aceoont of all the events of the voyage to that 
day was written, with the future intentions of Captain 
James as to bis course and prosecution of discovery, 
Vith a request that any who might find it would pro- 
■erve it^ that thus their toils, suBerings, and endea- 
wars, might be made manifest at home, if they 
should subsequently perish. They then with their 
arms, drum, colours, cook and apparatus, went on 
shore, and marched up to the cross near which they 
bad buried their dead. There they read moming^ 
prayers, and then walked up and down until dinner. 
They found the fire had swept full sistecu miles, the 
whole breadtb of the island, but to ftie ckb* «i ^««^ 
fie dead it did not come, because Xlie »^*^ ^s®^ "* 
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herbage, being a mere sHnd-hill. They then gathered 
herbB to b«Hl with their meat, read evening prayen, 

and when the sun hail sel. went up to take the last 
riew of the tombs of Iheir compaDions ; on which 
OcpasioQ Captain James composed the following 
reclining at the time, he tells vs, upon the tombs thaa- 
Belves. They are very creditable to his talents, tlA 
to the feehng which prompled them. He needBOt 
have imagined they would provoke derision, tlu 
be hints as mueh as that he feared they would. 

I were unkind unless that I did shed. 
Before 1 part, some tears upon our dead ; 
And when my eyes be dry, I will cot ceose 
In heart to pray their bones may rest in peiice. 
Their belter parts, good souls, 1 know were giren 
With an inlent they should return to Heaven. 
Their lives they spent to the last drop of blood. 
Seeking God's glory and their country's good. 
And as a valiant soldier rather dies 
Than yield his courage to his enemies, 
And stops their way with his hew'd flesh, when d 
Hath quite deprived him of his strength and breath- 
So have they spent themselves, and here they lie, 
A famous mark of our discovery. 
We that survive, perchance may end our days 
In sume employment meriting no praise. 
They have out-hved this fear, and their brave ends 
Trill erer be on honoat to ttica Mimda. 
IViiy dropyouso,rQmoe^eft'> tia-j , rafioKt ijam 
JW>- sad departure in a solemn AwfS'sf . 
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The winter's cold that iately froze our blood. 

Now vere it «o extreme, might do this (!:ood. 

As make these tears bright pearls, which I would lay 

Tomb'd eafely with you, till doom's fatal day : 

Ths.t in this solitary place, where none 

'Will ever come to breathe a sigh or groan, ] 

Some remnqnt might be extant, of the true I 

And iaithful love I ever tender'd you. * 

Oh, rest in peace, dear friends, and let it bo 

Ko pride to say the sometime part of me. 

Vhat pain and anguish dolh atilict the head, 

The heart and stomoth when the limbs are dead! 

So grieved, I kiss your graves, and vow to die 

A foster-father to your memory ! 

' There is something singular and touching in a 
sailor, at such a time, and in sueh a chmate, feeling 
the inspiration of the Muse ; surely in the connexion, 
of poetry with the human heart there is much that 
a past all comprehension. 

They embarked and landed no more on the scene 
cf so much peril, privation, and suffering. On the 
■econd of July they sailed, and touching at another 
place to take in morewood, anchored until the fbllowinjj 
day between Charlton Island and an island they bad 
named after Sir Thomas Carew the year before. 
They saw much ice about them, as well as rocks and i 
■hoals, and continually, imtil the twenty ' second, were I 
in peril from Heating ice. The fogs Aere so thick ' 
they could not iee out of the ship, aiui.'t'be'VJuvNft'^swi J 
tvoeived oftea made them go 'bdo'w \o ««« "^^ ■^m)^ 
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leaked. Benting a.bout from one icoberg to anothei; 
fiomctimes inclosed by ice, them struck vinlently ia 
tbe bottom by piecoB which were detached &om tin 
tuaeses undor water, and rose to the Hurface. at lengtll 
tl]c prew murmured at their toils and sufferings heang , 
renewed. They called tliase who lay buried od tbe ^ 
island "Imppy," saying- they would give a thonuuii t 
pounds to be lying by them. They saw the oqa , 
they had named Henrietta Mana: tiiey anchored 
and erecteil a cross upon it, with the King's armE. 
They observed alu> some deer, but their dogs could 
not overtake them ; they caugbt a tew geese, and, 
repairing oa board, left their do|^ beliind them a 
useless. Their course waB as periloos as ever nniong 
floating ice. They were driven back beyond tlie cape 
■gain oD the thirtietli. The ship bad become leaky, 
and it was necessary to use tbe pumps. They now 
gave up going to the northward or eastward. The 
nigbta were beginning to grow lung, and the sea | 
between tbe pieces of iee was observed to be tbozes. ■ 
Their perils continued to be very great until the M- 1 
cond of August, on wbioh day they were obliged inijl 
log to make fast to a piece of ice in onler to oUollH 
sleep and refreshment. fl 

On the seventh they bad a. fine day, and cu IHh 
eighth found themselves in latitude SS° 34'. Tba IM | 
now again threatened their defttnietion. They yun 1 
atraid lest the main body should come upon tbem mi j 
faive them on shore. Tlie nest day they left the >h^- J 
tr/£/iou[ iiutnjiing, to exauunc ^\uue%'«\;\c\^ V\«^ voik^biM 
^aiij oj>ea if it became rc<(i^v'ui«)*a^^«K- "^i^fl 
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were DOW in as much danger os they liaii ever Iteen, 
and the bottom where they sailed was rocky. They 
wwre unexpectedly extricated from this difficulty by 
the moving of the ice. Thus they continued to en- 
coimter dangers every Btomeiit, from fogs and ice, 
until the stxtecnth, wh«i it blew a Etorm whi<;h broke 
tbe ice in pieces. They let the ship drive, and on 
ttte terenteenth they got clear, after six weelu 
kaXMd day and night. 

The year seems to have been one of reraariiable I 
wrerity, and the ice more than usually strong. In 
Joly and August they took blocks of it two feet 
•quftve. and put them into the sun's fill] rays in tfaa 
fcoBt ujion deck, wbere tliere was also a strong refteotion 
beaides the warmth of the ship, and yet it took eight 
ir ten days to melt them. TTic heat of the sun in 
Uwse legions is often 90^ of Fahrenheit during the 
AiKt auinmer. Captain James had never heard of 
toy nnvigalor being so pestered with iee as he was. 

Tboy were, on the twenty-second of August, in lali- 
tnde 58° 20', and two (lays afterwatds in 63° 30'. ' A 
itorm then came on, and continued during the 
: tventy-fifth, so that they cuuld neither eat nor sleep 
for twenty-four hours. The weather was cold, when 
suddenly the sea became smooth. The day after ' 
they fell in with ieo again, ^id neaily struck against it ( 
From the top-mast head ice only was risible around . 
Uiem, with u smooth channel of sea between the 
flelda, They were now all despoiiAiiv\f. k. smobA- 
ta-doBotUie o/Beers was held, and tt\e'«a"Af«»s,'Oos&. 
tbe shattered slate of the crevf'a ^leaMCto, mi. (S. ■« 
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ship, made it necessary to get home aa fast as pas' 
Eible. Tbey were then not tax &Dm Nottin(j;ham 
Island, in latitude 65' 30'. The weather vm vei 
cold. It was the third of September before they sa 
the south end of the Isbind of Resolution, The me 
could hardly take in the topsails, and they sailed on( 
more among icebergs higher than the mast-head. 

On the eighth of the month they took lea,\B d 
the iee, hut it was the twenty- second of Octobei 
before they rcauheil Bristol, to the last continually 
crossed by tempests and adverse gales. On e: 
mining the ship in which they had been thus p 
served to see their native land again, it w 
little short of a miracle that they were saved, E9 
cutwater end stern were torn or beaten away, t 
with fourteen feet of her keel, as well as a good de^ 
of her sheathing; her bows broken, many tunboii 
shivered williin, and under the atarhoard bend a 
sharp lock had cut through the sheathing, planl; 
and an inch and a half into the ribs. Few t 
ever encountered greater perils or survived haidahifl 
, .fQore severe than Captain James and his men. 



CHAPTER VI. 



NoTHiwo exhibits more strongly the marcli of mari- 
dme improvement than the ]M!rfect impunity with 
nhich seamen now winter in the iaelement cUmales 
of the polar circle. The Dutch enileavijured in vain. 
For a long time, to obtain, by high rewards, volunteers 
for the purpose of wintering in the icy seas. Sdenoe 
has now shown how easily all the obstacles which are 
opposed, to human life there may be obviated. We 
have found the Polar Seas in modem times the re- 
ceptacle of jovial seamen during the coldest season. 
When the thermomcler wns 47" below zero, in lati- 
tude 74" 45', we have heard of our gallant country- 
meti acting plays to remove the tedium of a darkness 
gome months in duration, whcti the earth and sea 
were under the dominion of frost, and there seemed 
to be no other empire beneath the stars. 

Very different was the fate of seven Dutch BailoM 
who volunteered to pass the winter in May en's Island 
on the coast of Greenland, in the year iG34. It ap- 
pears that the Greenland CompQUY of ^^^-^^^^ '™*' 
detenoined to obtain all tke m^onoa.'OSSft. *ss^ -•«» 
ble respecting thEsa cUraalea, aiMi.'CoB^«*='>*^'^'^** 
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printers tlicre. Some curious discussions had taken 
place amont; aBlrcinomL-rs, which it was probable 
might be thus decided. Seven of the boldest and 
most reeolu(« uf the fleet offered thar bi 
occasion, and were accepted. The oames of these 
men were Outgert Jacohson of Groctenhroek, com- 
mander of the party ; AQrian Uaitin Caiman of 
Schiedam, clerk ■ Thaunniss Thauaiasen of S 
hem, cook ; Dick and Peter Peterson of Harlemt 
Sebastian Gyae of Delft* Haven ; and Gerard B 
ofBru^ies. Se^'en other seamen were left at Spitabof 
gen about the same time, as will be seen in the sei^ 
The island called Mnyen'a Island, and some^ 
the lale of St. Maurice, is situated in 71" 
north latitude. It is about fifty miles ^aag, a 
very narrow, consisting of barren mountaiaa comd 
with eternal snow, among which one more 
cuous than the rest is called by mariners £ 
berg. Tiie Dutch formerly made this island &■ 
head-quarters of their whale-fiahery. and drewi^ 
irom it a seiy conaideraWe revenue, they wer« am 
CUB to estabhsh a colony there. Two thousand qui 
tela of oil were shipped off &om ttiis island in 
season. At present the oil is estroi^tecl from t 
vhales on Iioard-ship, the iiah being towed alcng-tidt 
and cut up on the sea ; formerly this was petfomed 
on shore in the ino»t convenient situations neartta 
fishery. Furnaces and hnts were built for the ai 
moilation of the people em'pXo'jei, tcmV-wcto annual^ 
tenanted (Jurinji the s«ason'('Jt'L'ne¥i*L\nv:,.Ti!si •*«*«! 
■iave since left the aliorea o£ v'aft'io e.asWe=' "" 
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t they experienced so harassing a warftire, and 
the w<K'ks have boea abandoned as useless. 

These seven seamen were left upon the island on 
the twenty-sixth of August, 1633. There was do 
night at this period, the sun being exceedingly pow- 
erful, w that the; took off even their shirts, and 
amoaad theraselvea on a hill-side near the huts which 
they had erected for their abode. They allowed 
Ihemsolves two pounds of tobacco each a week, and 
ft measuie of brandy tor eleven days was given out 
tf a lime. They eaught sea-gulU, <i! which great 
muBbera resorted to the Island, and collected all the 
vegetables they could find for salad. Thua they 
lived without inconvenience, as far as can be gathered 
from the narmtive of their sufliirings, found in their 
ahode, until the end of September, when the weather 
grew Btormy. In the begmning of October tli^r hute 
mm violently shaken by the wind, so that their reft 
M nigfat was broken ; and once they heard a terrible 
BciBe fur which they cotdd not account. On the eighth 
oC October they had recourse, for the first time, to 
Smb. They found a fine spring of water on the south 
ij^ of the island. 

Tha wmtei- now approached rapidly. Two whales 
TOTB cast on shore this mnnth, which they endea- 
voofed to kill vnth harpoons and lances, hut the 
fide coming in they made their escape. Tlic cold 9^ 
in 90 severe they were obliged to shut themselves np 
in their huts. The arctic beats viH\fiA. \W«i, ^sA. 
became so nuiat'rous, that at iiis\\^- 1-^*^ ■*'^* ^fe»i. 
Ja Tentme cut. Iq the day timti ftMa-j ■*wSis&. ass'Si^ 
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which they roasted for food. These animala were Q 
strong, that after beingshot through and through ibe^ 
would sometimes run off and escape. Sdow fell con- 
Blantly, and a harrel of hear'a flesh fro^e only six fee; 
from the Are. 

On the ninelecnth ol' Cktober the sea shore begnK 
to lie covered irith ice. The rays of the sun did nol 
descend more than a foot dowu the elevation unto 
whinh they had erected their huls. The ice on tin 
sea augmented constantly. The cold grew so inteBN 
that it broke the vessel which held their L'quors '. ■! 
length the sea became frozen as far out as the; eouU 
gee with the naked eyo. 

The bears continued to visit thein, and they no* 
and then succeeded in killing one for provisitmk 
They were obliged to make a. large Are where tbtf 
kept their liquors to prevent their being irozen. Tkt 
sea-guUs soon disappeared, the water was everywhnt 
frozen too hard for it to be obtained by breaking tlM 
ice, and they were obliged to content themselves witt 
enow. After the nineteenth of November the do^ 
grew so short that they had scarcely tight to read 
in their tents, and they were in consequence oveK 
powered with melancholy and idleness. The end of 
this month and the beginning of November, faoweror^ 
it grew 60 mild that the weather did not appear mott 
severe than it usually is during winter in Hollaiid, 
On the eighth of December the frost returned. Tba 
cold set in again wAt itcuMA ae-icuW ,!irA Om day,- 
w}iicb was only four ^o'aiB \«t*^i ■«'^'*> ■'«'*>»*- « 
gloomy tj the thickness o? te w^^^.e^.'tow. ■ 
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Ihe greater part of tlie month they were obliged to 
keep nithjn their huts without once^going outside. 

On the b^inniflg of the new year they enjoyed 
themselves, as much as circumstances would permit, 
in celebration of the time, hut they did not forgot 
going regularly to prayers. The cold became exces- 
sive. The iee, which covered the bay, was heaped up 
in hillocks. A bear visited thetu on the thirteentli, 
which they shot and dragged into their hut, out of 
which they featod to venture any more for tho cold. 
They bad lived long upon salt meat, and the fleeh of 
the bear came opportunely to give them a respite. 
During the whole of January the snow continued to 
&U, and the weather was very tempestuous. It con- 
tinued the same until the middle of February. The 
i bears now no longer approached them, and though 
I the south wind once or twice produced a slight thaw, 
I the north-east which followed it always redoubled 

I the severity of the cold. 
' In March, the weather continued tho same until 
the end of the second week, when the air became 
' ca]m, and even agreeable, and they were cheered by 
IfaeUgbtof thesun, which they had not seen since the 
Grst. They fancied that its feeble rays imparted & 
slight warmth when the wind vm south. They suc- 
ceeded in killing another bear, and the flesh was 
fbund to yield great relief. They were now attacked 
with scurvy, which rendered any fresh moat they 
could obtain more valuable. The"«cfl.'Awif™^>3i'>'*' 
dutiog the whole month, and the Aa-ja \ie(aifift ■^«»^ 
■*antSy aereoE, but the progreasof the acMrs^^^««V5offia. 



b»d food WHS rapidly reducing liiem. Thej- ai* 
very Urge whales in great mimbeis ooma into th* 
bay. 

On the IhJrdof April thoy wore so reduced by tiia 
■corvy, that only two of their number could stu 
their le^, and the two lost I'onis which they pae> 
Mssed went killed for the sick, in the hope it wouU 
refresh and strengthen them. The greater put rf 
the rest of the month the air was very cold, the « 
blowing from the north-ea«t, so that there wu va 
leaving tlieir hiit. The scnrvj began its waA. a 
denth. On the si-iteeuth, the i^erk, vrho had ixf 
their journal, died, and the gunivors implored Hm 
Ten to huve mercy on his soul. Uain b^an to U 
and the pcospaa of snninier, now rapidly g^proadf 
ing, was not aufBcient to keep them in qanti 
enable thetn to combat their malady. They dai 
grew worSo. Not one of them cuuld move wtthi 
excessive pain. No article of Iresh provisioiw « 
left, and the intense cold still pteTailin§^, hnmedi 
llieir last hour. The power of warming themMlNt 
by exercisB, which had hitherto been some relief, w 
over, and tlw journal of their sufferings wou 
up with the tbllowing entry, alter which the attemfl 
of the dyinic band to continue the narrative * 
attested by the ille^'ible tharactera with which tl 
only one of them whose hand was capobla of naii 
the pen had in ^Tiia essayed to cloM the latest reso 
«f their fate. " We a.!e wra rc4»KeA W\ eo deplt* 
► a state tliat noiie oS to-j ra^m.TOite.'i. wsb.\i 
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my shoulders. I shall perform my duty as long as 
I tax aUe, and it pleases Gud 1« p\e me stren)nb. 
I am now about to assist our commander out of hia 
fibkt ; he thinks it will relieve hi^^pain, be is sCnig- 
f with death. The night is daik, and the wind 
Hfrom the south." 

jk Ae twenty'third of April the commander died. 

1 twenty-seventh, they killed their ilog, which 

i them a. yery poai repast of &esh roeat. Tiie 

) fine although a Uttle cloudy, and thera 

On the twent)'-eigbth the ice left the bay, 

tea was open. On the twenty-ninth there 

I. storm. On the thirty-flrst, the weather was 

iun, that wag lighting them to thei; 

iockei7, shone out brilUantly. 

» for the journal, wMoh, as is observed above, 

[iWith ditficulty be deciphered : the band that 

» pen then ceased to move. The soul of him 

s probably yielded up soon afterwards 

bDutch fleet arrived at Mayen's Island about a 
I afterwardsi on the fourlh of June, 1634, and 
B naturally anxious to ascertain bow 
] companions bad latud, though they had 
e of seeing them alive. They entered ths 
I fbund them as their fears had too truly 
. Fromalltheyuouidsee, they imagined that 
's of the clerk, who died on the sixteenth 
Xpiil, foUowod him in the coromeiuicTOwAtS. ^Je» 
Beatmooth. Bread and c\ieea6we«. fewii. Asftfc'"* 
ate of tiem, oa which, it is jio\i«Jj\a ^ 
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to the last moment. Each lay in his own caHiL 
By the side of one was a prayer-book, in^which be 
had been reading ; and by tUe side of another, a boi 
of ointment, with which he had anointed his teeth 
and joints ; his arm was found extended upvudi 
towards his mouth. When grown too weak to bd| 
themselves, they moat likely perished, one by OMi 
from the severity of the weather, their weakness pR- 
venting their getting up to make tliemsolves a flie. 
Their malady arose from U\'ing so long upon sU 
provisions ; hod they not been reduced in bodily 
strength, so as to be unable to make a fire ortalCB 
proper exeioise, they had most likely snrrivod nnfl 
the arriva! o! the Ueet, as the cold must have dtsy^ 
nished every day. 

The commander of the Dutch fleet had the bodiM 
put into coffins in the snow, until the earth was 
ciently thawed to ollow of graves being dug for 
On St. John's day, when the earth was free from d» 
cHectB of the frost, tlie bodies were interred under 
general discharge of the cannon from the fleet. 

Seven other sailors had been left in a bay, on Al' 
tiorth side of Spit;cbergen, called North Bay, by tilt 
same fleet which left the foregoing seven at Mayes^ 
Island. The fleet sailed away on the thirtieth d 
August, leaving them nearly nine degrees higher ia, 
latitude than Mayen's Island, where the 
subsequonlly died, had been left at the 
As soon DS the sHyib wwe e.ufie, 'Coh^ Vjk^si to 
prorisions to last HiemutitiX&e^^ 
hunted tha revn-dcQi:, api '^'^ 
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adding to their stock Buuh herbs as were likely to 
|, xefreshing, and beneficial to health. They 
k numerous excursionB as long as the weather 
, and attacked the whales and narwhals in 
r neighbouring bays. On the tliird of Octubei 
they were prepared for the approach of the cold sea- 
son by the departure of all the feathered creation ; 
■nd after that they found that the cold augmented 
fcogceBsively. By the thirteenth, the beer in barrels 
«U frozen three inches thick, and not many days 
aftenrafds became a mass of ice, though only at the 
distance of eight feet from the lire. They daily broke 
Ihe ice for fishing, and put down a net, but in two 
hours found that ice two feet thick had closed up the 

cold now became so excessive they were obliged 
~n their bcd.«, although they had both a stove 
e. They rose sometimes for exercise, which 
B smartly as they could continue it, that 
night thereby keep up their natural heat. The 
»BoiealL3 was seen in great splendour, and other 
■na were witnessed, which they imagined 
t from the icy mountains. On the third of 
(ithey had a combat with a huge bear.in which 
f their number was very near being killed, 
I animal, mad from the wounds he had received, 
tpnuig upon the man who -fiBA in the act of piercing 
It with hia lance, beat him to the ground, and 
bat for the prompt assistance of his comi'adea he 
vould hare been torn in p\ecca. 
Xbepmatitias aad col4 •sidcU Vtic^ ■sas;^ ^^^s-^*^ 
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were put an end to hj tlie arrivsl of-a Greenlandff 
Ofi tiie twenty-seventh of' May, wliich. took them of 

The degree of suffering; encountered hy the » 
and their comrades who perished so much fartbl 
to the south as Mayen's Island, seems to [ 
the intensity of cold, as it affects hfc, does n 
upoE prosiiaity of situation to the pole. The cold d 
latitude 8 0° is sustained with as little endangetmeot 
of life as that of 72°. More recent espwience liaf 
shown that neither situation presents difficultin 
which are not easily surmoimted. There ie i 
dependent upon counteraoting the action oS dieeau^ 
than from W>' 



'i 



arising froni had fiKKl and tnactioD, 
vero cold. Theae last seven men were succeeded 
eeven more, who on the same spot, and under 
same cireumBtances, all perished. It is Teasonal 
euppoae that the cause was in the neglect of 
steps which their predecesaors had taken in n 
to food and exercise, 

On the eleventh of Seplemher, 1634, 
by the success of the preceding adventurers, 
other sailors volunteered to winter in the same sp( 
Medicines, food, herbs, liquors, everything they oov 
Deed was left for their use. They were not ao &lt 
nate as those who preceded them, in killing bears 
ohtaining vegetables, probably from being left a fol_ 
night later in the season. They saw a good mai^ 
vbaieB near the shore, at which tbey hred witho4 
siiccoss, or, indeed, wirtiouV ^oiwivii^ 'Can 
effect. They tookiaoveol tte axsnoa-iiwi 
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or tweirtj-Qnt of Otiobcr, and on tbe tneiity-fourtli 
of Ncnrember were GrHt attaclied with symplomH of 
scuny, upon which Ihey used double diligenra in 
warch of herbs. They aleo looked out for besrg and 
tanea to supply them *ith fresh meat, but were un- 
sacceMful ID meeting with ,theiD. They ate sepa- 
tntely from each other, under the idea of avoiding tbs 
qircad of the disease by infection, moHt of them being- 
Mill &M fium attack. 

Hu-bg of tbuir number being out together, they 
•nocnmtered a bear, which received theia on its hind 
kg*. They fired at it, and it fell roaring terribly 
uul bleeding, in which state it seized a halbert trcna 
toe of the men. and (rnnnred it with great fury, and 
Qyaa collecting all its strength ran ofl'. Although it 
vas lUlowed with a lantern fur eaiae distance it guo- 
Modod in gettdng away, to the great mortification c£ 
Its pursuers, who were in hopes of obtaining a fnr 
inealB of fresh meat, to arrest the march of the scurvy, 
which continued tfl increase, so that the sick were id 
tlw utmost n^ny of suffering. On the fourteenth of 
J^tOMiary, Adrian Johnson died in great pain, and 
■mm* speedily followed to the dust on the seventeenth, 
.by Carnelius Thyssc, a very sensible man, and the 
but eeaman of the party. In bun they all put 
tmplicit confltlence, and it is likely his fate, from the 
' ^oom it cast over their minds, hastened the end 
of the rest of the party. All were now ill; Fot^e 
{ Otten, another seaman, died. Thus reduced to (avx^ 
r Bwaited their last hour wVtii tasvgtv«o»fti 'H** 
9 employed, WQ^ aa tiiev viB»,isi*Os«.'tt»R' 
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less task of tnakiog coffins for those dewased. and 
pulling the bodies into ttem. Who was to do this 
olficii for them ? 

In the beginning of Fehruory they caught a fos, 
which put them in good spirits for the mumenl, but 
they were too far gone to derive permanent beneEt 
from one or two fresh meals. They saw many bears, 
but could not lift a rausket to their shoulders b> kill 
them. They could not have got the carcase lo their 
habitation had they been able to kill one, nm caold 
they pursue them if wounded. Their feet ^ere Huce 
able to sustain lliem, their knees were intlamed, 
their teeth so bad they were obliged to leavQ off ei 
biscuit. Their bowels were attacked with ej 
ciating pains, which were increased by the i 
One of them spit blood, and another waa seized 
dysentery. One alone, James Corcoen, could iM 
bring in ftiel to maintain the fire. 

On the twenty-third of February they 
to leave their cabins, and they resigned themselvti 
to Grod's mercy, their misery being at the t 
limit of human endurance. On the twenty- 
there was a feoblu gleam of sunlight. The Iweatf 
sixth was the last day on which the writer could pOt 
his pen to the paper. At that time they remark th>l 
four of them still survived, lying flat on the floWO^j 
their hut. They could still have eaten if there 
any one able to get fuel, but none could 
poiii. Their time was spent in prayer, that God 
his mercy would tB\ie ftieia tiom 
ever he pleased to see &1, " "^^ 




,out food Ot firing," thej write ; " we are unable 
ender oacb other the leiiet assistance, and each 
t bear his own burden." 

n the arri\'al of the whaling ships of 1035, thfse 
rtunate men were found in their hut, with the 
secured to keep out tlio bears, The first man 
entered discovered part of a dead dog up stairs, 
passing towards the door trod on the caroase of 
ier, land then stumbled over the dead bodies. 
je of the deceased were in their coffins, two in 
' cabins, Nicolas Florissen and another, and two 
on the floor on some sails, their knees drawn up 
heir chins. They were all interred when tha 
nd was penetrable, and stones were heaped over 
' graves as a security from beasts of prey. Thirty 
9 afterwards, their graves being opened, their 
es were found entire, and as if the breatli had 
just left them, nor were their dresses at all 
iged, such is the anti-corruptive influence of cold 
lose high northern latitudes, 

I the year 1639, a Dutch Greenlaiidnian, com- 
ided by Captain Didier Albert Raevn, reached 
coast of Spitzbeigen after a good voyage. A 
)Us gale began to blow, and the violence of the 
m, with the vicinity of shoals and icehei^s, ren- 
id the hazard of the situation very great, as from 
want of sea room it was not practicable to manage 
vessel in the way necessary for her security. The 
K feU thick and fast so that it "waa YniV«>%'Mia W 
mao at the helm to know bow \ie 'wo-'t ««)«■;».%, 
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and the soamen on \he look out at the boivs could 
not iea atiead of the vessel, whicU rolled so dreiit 
fiiUy that lior yards dipped in tte sea. The deck wsi 
covered with a thick glaring of ire. and thoy b 
Ufnhle to walk upon it tnfia its stipperioeas, and iitb 
nolion of the ship; this tlie captam endeaTouTedW, 
obviate, by Btrewinu null over the Lorain s 
prcTent aceidents to the seamen froia fallia^ In dw 
midst of tbeir ainitatnt; situation tfae sheet a 
bMkfl looBe and went orurhoard. 

The vcswt, whinh had driven alt day befa 

irind. was ftinnil in the evening to ba appratKhhg^ 
p«at barrier of solvl ice. This w»« not all, oK 
larboard bow a lar^e field was descriod, and r 
ahead a semnd. The captain hoped thera mi^W 
room lo pam tlirou^h sotoe opming hetweai IfaeMD 
flddK, and. therefore, kept oil his coorm. This «•• 
soon fonnd to be iHi]«8aible, the danpet i 
and the vessel rapwHy drowj on towards the ice. Thef 
now put up the helm. The ship lay almost on h* 
beam ends ; as she struck on one Geld, the other Wi 
(ilose imder the rain en-mast. The coneossion w 
terrible, and all the crew believed the ship w 
cmahed to piects, hiit no wroek floated up, and thSf 
had time to reertver themselves. They r 
yered that the ship had sprung n leak, ii 
began lo sink. Tlie main and fore masts wbpb«# 
away, and as she settled, she drove about at ft 
mercy of the winds and ■wav«s. The boats wo 
hoists oat, but from too maKj -^wssav?, V- ^^■ 
tbey sank, and all who wenre m t\\eni v*Ai 
The ye»Bel now seemedi to Aie; %'W%ft 
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'U under water, and the Muviving crew gat 
Jje poop. Some ascended the mlzen mut, 
giving way buried them into the wuvgs. and 
ese drowned. The stem ioon separaled Irani 
e part of the veeei^ and wmained aboul six 
>t of the water. Ua&y of tb« crew full iWa 
«t the uomeat of the separation, aiul perMbei 
Ay. The state of tfaoee who survived vm atnr 
:, Wet and exposed tu llie cold of a polar 
'here, tiw siuvivors cuuld only hope tbt a ehart 
tioH of thcix WD^iied exiatcnee. Every wjc- 
wiHie broke over thent, aiid canoed (way sotte 
r BBBrber, while set*eral lost their hold of tite 
e from being benuiiilifd by the ooW, aod feU 
e »ea. There v«re other vessels in. »glit, but 
in vun ta k^ for aid from tkein, as tigej wew 
imJi occupied vi^th tbeir own safety. The pai:t 
vusel wluch tloaled began moat pruvidenfiaKj' 
< in the water, luid rie:bt ihelt Tlae captaia 
'eulji-nine men reDmiaed upua it. 

tught wliicli fbUiiweil wan a teciiUe one i 
iSecers, They hod to struggle with a 
i dudXLg which every moineiit threoteniad ti 
. HuugCT and cold coiUiuued to cIo the h 
Ml, aord yet when the morning 4a« 

ce still eeosible, and the 6toi* I 
Fcoaen stiff, the eailurs could not use 
irdxe to keep in a liUle of the vital 
They liecame heavy, felt drowsiness ovw- 
laU thair iacoltieB, lay do^ra, fcMaAo ■ts.-ososiit- 
', nnd slept tlioit Wit &"*»¥ . T:^ -sw^*™- 
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I waBhed orerboard in the night, but having 8 
firm hold of the cordage recovered the floating wreck. 

Tho weather now moderated, but (he floating por- 
tion of the vcBsel seemed to ank deeper and deeper. 
They contrived to cut loose everything that added to 
her weight which they could reach, and thus t 
hghten her a little, which they imagined was attended 
with some success. One of them proposed, that ae 
danger increased every moment they should make 
a taft with a few planks which they could still reach. 
The capt^n tri.^ in vain to dissuade them. It wu 
begun, hut the sea fortunately tore it away at the 
moment they were going to launch it and themselvei 
to certain destruction. 

Insatiate thirst was now felt by these unhappy 
people, until it became so tormenting, l.hey drank 
their own water for relief. Tho second night wa» 
fatal to several of them, and far more difficult to 
endure than the Grst had boen. The sea waa smooth 
towards the morning, hut it brought no alleviation rf 
their sufferings. They had hut little hope of salTS- 
tion, for their hunger increased, and the war of the 
elements which they had outUved, seemed only to 
cease, and afford a protraction of existence that it 
might terminate still more pain&lly. Frozen stif^ 
drenched by the sea at intervals, and having to combnt 
their want of food, and unquenchable thirst ; nil 
their original number beyond the reach of suffering, 
and they momentarily expecting to share their tale; 
« gteam of hope Uin4\e4"\Qft\eCT\ioMini?, s^wstA-ooMii 
oa the third day, fte p^oX o\i5*tj«i% 'On'js. "na wfl 
ft Mil. An were now aa *\etV a.*meii,c«^5>->iWi,-< 
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a few minutes before were awaiting their last hour. 
They exerted themselTea to show signals of ilistresB 
— they were seen^oy once more cast its sudsIudq 
upon them. Presently three boats put off to their 
aasiatunce, and soon they were alongside. 

Sisty-six had perished, twenty were now carried 
into the boats, mote dead than Hving, and tolieii to 
the vessel. Great care wag bestowed upon them. 
Their feet were put into brine, previously made warm, 
and they soon recovered their feelino;. Their limbs 
were rubbed to cure the frost bites, and they were 
pot to bed, being supplied with proper food, and cate- 
fiilly nursed. They all recovered except a master's 
mate, whose limbs were ftozen quite through, and 
\rhose life the greatest skill and attention could not 

A counterpart 1o this narrative may be found in the 

relation of John Cornelius of Muniken, who sailed to 

.Spitzbergen, on the whole tisher}', in a galliot from 

Qm Texel, May the sixth, 1G46. His deliverance of 

fbui Englishmen, whose sufferings were still greater 

ttun those of Captain Albert Raovn, and his twenty 

Beamen, is related as follows : — Cornelius reached 

Spitzbergen on the third of June, intending to an- 

' gIkpt in a bay of that island, but was prevented by 

■■ rest fields of ice floating near the land, and was 

' obliged, in consequence, to keep out at sea. He 

** craised up and down, among the ice-Bhoals, for some 

■ time, untiJ he nas able to get mVo 'fee'ca.-^ wAw 

^ ebia: Seeing two whales furtlict CftA a.\. wa^V*. ^k(!S- 

f bis aloop ID pursuit of thera. "SfV^^e 'iive.\ ' "" 

F^^wp were Walchinj ttj^nj^H^^^^^ 






I.lie t ir» of c^turing tbeiD, Ilwf kU in vnti a 
vast ice'fleld, on wMeh, al a great dTstance, tbejr 
hoovered lonetbing tvhite. Tbcf took it tt fint 
■igbt fbca bear, tb« arctic uiimal of tliat name tang 
white. One «f the crew, named Elliot JohnsMi, *ha 
was stnndtng in the iloop with a harpoon tc sOike 
the whales, tbo«|;ht hf the motion of the object IbA 
H doiild Bot bo a bear, kimI persasded the ckv to 
row hi that directwD. Thef a^frwd to ds sa^ tid 
irhen the^ got nearer perceived it was a man hoUiic 
tip a piecQ of rope belonging to the sai] of a tUf, 
apparency as a signal of dietrew. Tbey polled iml 
towards hira, and on cfiraing «p ftmnd to thetr great 
■wonder four living men, and one dead body, ifl 
Englishnien, Mid all upon Oie ice-fleld, Tliey let, 
upon their knees, and espressed their thankAdneMtt 
their deliveranoe the moment the Dutchmea eameuib 
They were taken into the boat, and ean-ted on biwi 
the galliot in tbe bay. Their story was a dreadAd «», 
ThcBO sailors belonged to a vessel which had beU 
lost, mid were part of forty-two who had reached ths 
ice in the boat, and also saved some provisioni at 
tools. The eommander who was with them, y»- 
oeiving it impossible for men to live long in sock* 
■ituation, determined to go on i^re, with se^ieaMa 
■of the crew, in the boat, and if possible endeavum"!) 
send aid to them IVom tbenee. He s^ sail, bat tin 
ipeatber became bad, it blew very hard, and ai no 
Tftfings were beard <rf ^W but mcw^Vi >!aB-^«^ 
'"^ tfte ice, -they condwde4V^atftve"WiA.«A.Vs:aj^ 
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them nearly starving, and expeuting death every ' 
moment, they dispersed themselves heing in hopes 
to reach other ice-shools, and by chance drift upon the | 
I shore, or gel taken oil' by some vessel. What became ' 

of the men who left them afterwariis tliey «mld nut telL 
I Those who were found on the iue field or shoal, cut 

I n great hole in the ice like a cave, and round the 
^ cntaonee placed tlie pieoeg they had cut out to form 
^ the omca^ty, as a fence to keep off the wind and 
I fpt^y of the fles. In this cold aoA dismal escaTatkm. 
^ AiUf had lived fourteen days Iruni the time they kist 
f their ship. Feur were all that now remained out of 
I ftrty-two. They who had quilled them could be no 
better situated, for what hope could be indulged of 
praloHging life in wandering from one {uece of ice to 
wutttieT, and every moment drifting further and ftir- 
tbei from land, as innst have hem the ra4e at that 
season of the year, the ice having broken up tor 
the summer. The seamen saved, it may be judged, 
were at the last cxlremity. They were found hud- 
dled together on the field emadated by frost ttod him- 
•ger. The last article of food whioh they had con- 
somed was a leathern belt, belonging to one of them, 
wfaieh they had equaJly divided into shares, and 
whoUy eaten up. 

They were catefully attended 1^ the surgeon of 
fhe !>utch ship, notwtthstandin^r which three out of i 
tbe four died within a ffew days after they were taken 
OR bou^. Thus wily one encwjei crai i;'; Ae ahi^'a 
ervw, and be sailing to HoUanA.wVfli t>i«^*«S-^™'>>'^'^ 
anived at Dolft, in 1646, and. tiom 'CftCMv:^ ■tft^*to.'i&. 
Xagiand. 
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Dr. Jolinioii'i dell 






E narrator of the following Hhipwreck, as well itf, 
; sufferer, was Dr. William Johnson, a chaplain ta' 
Cbnrles II. He embarked at Harwich, in the staf 
William and John, under the eoinraand of DanW. 
Morgan, on the tweuty-niath uf September, 1S1& 
The ship belonged to merchants of Ipswich, TS( 
writer does not say whither tite William and JolS 
was bound, but it seems probable it was to some p(l 
of Norway, as that was the destination of the vi 
in compEiny, which took tbem up from the bolt 
This narrative, in Dr. Johnson's own words, i 
Ibllows: — 






We embarked at Harwich on Michaelmas-di] 
twenty-ninth of September, 1 643. A dull kind^ 
sadness oppressed my spirits, so that I could not lad 
cheerfully on my friends, at parting, but I'took lean 
of them as if I had been going out of the wotlj 
This seemed unaccountable to me, for I went OH t 
good message— the cause of rehgion. I had el 
barked in a stout ship, with a fair wind and a skilAil'l 
fiUot, so that 1 could not ■awa^ct dimmer. Yet no soontf V 
sea, than I sviSetci fl 



^ 
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'^vreck, the pain of sickness was so great and |;rievous, 
combining all tniman evils, as it seemed, together, 
that to have been drowned would have been no pun- 
ishment. One afternoon, about four o'clock, the 
master of the ship came into our cabin with more 
titaii ordinary haste ; though he concealed from ma 
the cause, I aaw plainly fear aud amazement on his 
countenance. I asked him whether all was well ; ta 
which he, like a tendec-h carted man loth to tell his 
frienil he was near his end, answered " all is well." 
His clothes I saw him shift and hasten out again 
"with great speed ; I then rose from my bod, and crawl- 
ing upon deck, beheld a melancholy spectacle ; the 
ship having sprung a leak, was ready to sink. How 
evety.man's face was changed with terror 1 We could 
baldly know each other I One was at prayers, 
another wringing his bands, and a third shedding 
tears ; but, after this fJt they fell to work, though, as 
happens in such extremities, all were busy doing 
nothing. They began with one thing, then went to 
another, but perfected nothing to accomplish their 

"The master's mate, and a man who had been down 
to search out the leak, returned with sad counte- 
nances, and pale with fear. In faltering accents, they 
signified that the leak was incurable, that it could 
not be stopped, and that the water was rushing in so 
fast, we must instantly perish. They said nothing, 
however, that we did not read in dvevc v\s;a%e4, where 
oar fate was pictured. 
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"There irsg)no time for canEulUilion ; tk^ 
boat was hoitted ont, and gmis disubvged as^ 
«f disticas to Baitlu>l9Ht<9w Cook. Ihe 
■hip in annpan;, only a little vbead. 
lelief, ne leapt into the boat ; but unfortunald 
dort, and witK difficulty gotoutof the sea; 
Lad I secured raysdt tlian a manner leapt 
diip upon me, und crushed me dovn with liia 
ThiB I did not regret, kh 1 sbotilil willti 
borne them all to hsre aaied Iheii livea. IS 
Otly one peraim rumuniBg on. board, who n 
^rievouB laisentali<ais. that although the s 
now lay on Uie wEiter, uhI her iiuking w( 
drawn down the boat aUmg with her, we ^ 
and took him in. 

" We now rowed deur of the sliip, wlien t 
Barthulemew Cook ooiue to our rdieC WB 
talk re)Koachfully of liin), as if be vtre negligtf 
irelfare ; unhappily this hmest master dr3Qk.i 
draught of ulfliction, for in that hour he am 
men had perished. Our hopes of eafety wen 
"We were in the North Seas, which are seldom : 
Knd at the time a storm raised the wares into 
tains. IIow cQold we hope to escape in n sn 
1/pen shallop, when a lar^c ship bad not beaxj 
VQsist them ? We were many leagnea froi 
jraniing a compass asd provisioDs, and night i 
froBcbing, Dothing was in the boat except 
Jc^tle, vhich was emp\i>Yei vn. \i»tft% cwt th« 
and three bags of pieces ot eig\iV, to 
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" Money wag then tnilj' proved to be only (t 
rlBen sf no worth. Wc heiook ouisolves to preyoTB, 
' comrilaints were tcuder tlutn our invocatioos ; tiut 
1 had coiiipa.esii>n upon tts, and we desoried a 
sd niAing towards the Ixat. Unfortunately hay- 
; oidy two oMTs, we could make little eflcet on the 
It, andlhe sea ran high ; we sat with our harki te 
eivc it, but it broke so much ovor us, tliat we had 
leulty in cleairog it out with tlie kettle. 
'Notwithstanding all our ondeavDurs, we could 

reach the ship. She got before the wind, and 
n much beter than our little MUftA could follow. 
IS having death before our eyea, and at the same 
e the poeeibility of relief, increased cnir distreee. 
Inrktiigbt camo on, which made us more desperate 
reach the ship. The master of her hung out a 
IS, aitd redoubling our energy, we began to get 
rer. Lest he should thjiik we were lost, as the 
knega precluded bim from seeing iis, and therefore 
Ice sai], we gave a loud shout whenei'er we rose on 

top of a wave. At length by God's assistance, 
drew vary near the veasel, and not to endanger oui 
rty from too much haete, resolved to go vp the 
3 T^^larly, and in the same order in which we aat. 
mover, we had no sooner arrived, than all strore 
-on up at once, and the seamen being more dcx- 
me in the art of climbing, accomplished it in a 
Blent, leaving rae alone in the boat. I was now in 

greatest Hanger, for beHdoa a BaXvitai '«M&.w«i 
ay banSs, they were so heniitn^jeA tnftx w^ **^ 




sUe doing ao, Oe bMt Btradc tkiee linM i| 
tlte Mjf* Mde, orin; to tba hemvf mb, ad Ml 
dw ilwcktiue* ik down Is Ae bottom, vM 
iaUfaOot'waUx. FonnaatelT. Ibefxwt Aim 
«af, and l«a ■eamen al length ccme down to 
neup Ibeihip'sude.whirh^ie weight of nif<l 
and wealuKsi, had prevented : a. rope wilfa a 
wa« handed down by oae of them, who dipsct 
to put it about m; middle : but he began I 
when 1 had got it mei one shoulder, and neai^ 
me ovcrtKjard. Haviug secured invself, and d 
ca»tiDg off, I was drawn through the sea, V 
had the oarrowest escape ; for the seamen 1 
neglected to lie the rope, as he afterwards told 
BnKland, it wag preveiittsl from slipfnng, bf a 
which was by chance at the end, othenrise T 
have gone down ; I may truly say there was i 
inch between me and death. The next poll st 
me against the side of the sliip. When I ca 
myself the following morning, I found the mi 
own cabin had been devoted to my service, Tl 
severely bruiied, 1 rose from my bed to mal 
quiries concerning my fellow sufferers, and 
them, contrary to my expectation, evercome 
BO/TOW, Their loolta were 4eie«.eA, and evet] 
IfooiVmB owr his mwiortuncB, Tae. W^Oa. Ss 
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ing saved their lives, they now had leisure to 
lie loss of their goods, tliough it bore differently 
irent individuals. For my own part, the losses I 
I Boffered, involved me in deht,iTOia which I have 
yet extricated myself. But what grie\'ed me 
t, vaa the being deprived of my library, and all 
aennons, aa also my notes and observations, 
Jig my travels abroad, the fruits of many years' 
tir and study. But I was impious to grieve for 
I losses, when Giod had so miraculously preserved 

Next day, which was Tuesday, the wind was fair 
Norwny, whither our ship, which was a How- 
•r, was bound. About twelve o'clock we came in 
t of the coast, rugged and full of rocks; and as 
Muld not reach it during daylight, we designed to 
id off and on till morning. 'We then sat down to 
past. Some of us had taken no sustenance since 
>g at sea, and I myself, haring ate nothing for 
days, now made a hearty meal. 
About ten at night, when we had set our watch 
prayed, and then laid ourselves down to rest, the 
I, in full sail, struck on a rock with a shock so 
tt that it awakened the soundest sleeper. Though 
aa ignorant of what had happened, the mariners 
er aware of the danger, loudly cried, " Mercy ! 
■cy ! Mercy ! " I hastened out of my cabin, and, 
ing on deck, met the master of our own vessel, 
I w^hile teaiH streamed down his cheeks, desired me 
raj For them, for we' shouU e«tXaMJ'J ^'t^. "V 
i not believe the truth of w^ial te aw.i-, w> ^^Sso-t 
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^B w itf knees, lite a ooRdMrnwd pen 
^V rixokc of the executioner, I ^egan t« ^j. 
^H after having piajod sooie tiiiie, under perfect rest 
^H two to (lealh. I wondered llmt the waves did BOt C 
^H vbelni ua. It bad pleosedCiMl that the ship ao. 
^K Mlf liO faM betweea two tedg«$ of rock vrilh her 
^H over another, that she stood fixed as finn ai thai 
^B ksclf. I immediatelf rose and puUod off mj i 
^H dotigaiag to throw myself iiita tha aea uid I 
^B uhore; but the height of the wav«e hrcaldagu 
^B the rocks, deterred me. The stem of the vcsM 
^M Hon beat in h}- the Ma. n-hkh cat]q>elled ua b s 
^B towuds the bow, when Mathew Biid. the sbhib 
^B jana who had Ibrmerly dmwa me ou board, 1 
^P uherenith aiopein bis hamd.aud liekl it so Mtd 
one end being tied to the mast, that another wa 
get down by it- In this manuer the «hal« of 
company, and. some of the Doses »ho wera eight) 

»t«renty in number, leacbod the rock in aaf^j. 
this time 1 was ignorant of the weans used fit 
deliverance; but ii<.'rcciving the people crowd ta^ 
the hsHd at the ship, I also r^niired thither, »a^ 
covecod ivUat hod taken place. A Dane waa I 
ettdeaviruriug to ^de down the rope and cal 
unuU leatbor trunk alonfr with him : but lie pten 
■emoved hia trunk, ajid desired me to descend. ] 
paid his kindae.'u by requesting him tii do M J 
not M much out of compliment, but thiiiC I mightJl 
bow to sUde down, as I hod seen none go belbiB 
Bowevet, I got ou tbe tupe, tiom^Nui^VI.'atta aU 
heta by the vaves, and cams aaX^-j \ft '^* wife « 
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oek, irtieins 1 t^rawlad on hinds md feet to tbe rest 
rliD were asboie, I vxs die last who aecompUshEcl tfais 
Banner of escaping. The ship uttbisrocaiiGnt be^an 
ogite way, wbicb AciD!i.9tfr,w!iowftgstillon boardy 
taceivin^ ramualff imphweil us to aasiH him wilfc 
■r ntiOMit endenvours : but abe hveke np and imine- 
tbttely went dotcn. Tfana na» that gDod man, and 
bur«f&e muinen dinymied. I observed the lazs- 
«r, who bwl * light in his hand, fell inio the aei. It 
«• thB saddest sight I ever beheld, to see him, who 
mi saved aai li\'es, lose his own. 1 cannot eten aow 
lok bach upon it without regret ParhapK, had he 
Ot ddayed aa oiu' accomit, he might havo reached 
lie baven in safety. 
" We knew not where the lock which had reMived 
m WM sitoEited ; mme of the poople, before tny arri' 
lil> bad asoertatned it to be an island, but umn- 
nlnted. We wailed the rising of the aun, in hopes 
tHecaveiiag land In the neighbciuriioad. It was a 
•■g and melancholy ni^t, for stones make but a 
nad pillow, besideii taring thrown off my ooat when 
Ktending ta swim, T was thinly rlad. Wandering 
[^ md down the roek, I often fell owing to its sUp- 
pesfoeas ; and watiling shoes, my feet were cut with 
Hie sharp atones. This being winter-lime, the eold 
iru extremely piercing. At length we found a hole 
ia tile rock, which sheltered us from the wmd, and 
(hen mormng broke. During ftie twilight we tat- 
land ouraelvea that every black cloud was land ; bat 
when the sun rose, ne saw notbuig «sm^ a. ^ttwfta 
t^dte mosr of Nonvay at a distance. ^\ieft\ nSsw"*- 
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^^^Bw tea and the pUoe, the dgfat of eo miny handiel I 
^^^^■odig eniironing lu. struck m« -with anumnenL It 1 
^^^B«as only from God's providence that ve had not g<w I 

^^^Bflnong the breakers during the nfjht, and wiahi I 
^^^ «bQ. instead of running beMreeu tMtwoleilga.«faich f 

pr<ncd an asylum. Had we touched i 

part, (ce must have instantly perished. 

'* Our solo hope of relief was the approach of sol 

»^p, from which we might be seen ; but of lliil l| 
jttunight there was little prospect ; for should ixt u 
itidentelly cotnc by day, she would be deterred by lb 
mrrounding (langerB, from giving u 
she camo in the night, she would certainly be wiecMl 
like our own vesBel. Having seen nothing il 
courso of the whole day, we began to despair; oiM 
wanting sustenance to support us, and hardly hatiq 
dothee to keep us warm, we crept into a hole of 
rock, and there rested during the second t 
Next morning we arose before the sun, and some ofo^ 
ooropnny, searching with their arms in the si 
out small muscles, which they ate heartily; 
of the boys brought me a leaf of scurvy-grtiss : 
began to be sick with a feverish complaint, and ba 
came so parched with tliirsl, that I would have ip 
all 1 had for a draught of A-esh water. Trusting tt 
the water which stood in boles would be freshest if 
the highest part of the ruck, I sought for it, balll 
proved salt : I drank it, however, until my thirst w 
quenched, though vomiting followed, which ] 
ywrsuaded preserved my Wfc, 
" Betweea ten and e\e\ea^eai 
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standiDg towards ua, which lifted up our heartswith joy , 
She came nearer and nearer, and we all ascended to 
the top of the rook, and waved our hata to show oiir- 
Hlves to the men An buard. But they neither ap- 
proached nor sen( their boat to learn our condition, 
fbl what reason we knew not. The captain was a, 
Dane, of the same country with our former kind 
tnaater. As the ship receded our hearts began to 
fefl, and our countenances changed to their former 
faleness. We conceived ourselyes utterlj' abandoned. 
Vfe could not Guppose, even should another ship by 
thance come in sight, that the mariners would ven- 
titte their own lives to save onra ; therefore we betook 
onrselveB to our old devotions-, and as lung as I was 
tble to epeak, I prayed with the company. After 
lonie exhortation to my fellow sufferers, I lay down 
on the rock, thinking I should rise no more in this 
world; but I overheard one of Che seamen, he who had 
, first leaped on the rock, say, ' Let us make a raft 
and venture to sea, I had rather be drowned than 
lie here and be starved.' The rest coincided with 
bim, and though the designwas fiillof danger, every- 
thing conspired to favour it ; the water had at this 
time fallen, and left the bottom of the ship on the 
lock, the anchors, mast, and soils, lying also there, 
like linen on a hedge. The seamen soon broke up 
llie mast, and untwisted a cable for small cords. 
Next they tied four or five boards to the broken mast, 
got up the mizen-top-masC, and made a. ft^\\*.^^Kni-, 
thea hsring cat out a small ^ail, twoTJaJus.*^-'^^'*'^ 
EogUabmea embarked on tte raft. K ifiQJi.'«^'* 



breaai carried the adventurers aafaly tiiH 
'brcftkers, and towards that part, trlierc, ocg 
our Hiipposition, the coast lay. We ftiHol 
as far as onieyes could rcRch, witbgreatu 
>tbe hope of our delitcranCL' rested on thei 
fcut we did not long remain in Baspense, : 
night their security iras announced by tKV» 
■wiwing towards ua. They hronght prirvis 
■Hise, which we little regarded, from our eaj 
■get oh shore. The rook where we were non 
was railed Amscare ; and liy God's good 
ing enfharhed we reached an island in 
named Waller Island by its inhabit*!! 
island is so inmnsidcrable, that Orteliua Of 
in his maps, but, aliliough unworthy t» bl 
bered 1:^ him, it ought not to be fopgotS 
There was but one honee where we landed,^ 
to the parson, an honest Lutheran, whose fit 
sisted of many individuals, oil of whom ehat 
little kindness. They spohe the Norse I 
which I think, reiembks the Ii>utch, for tb 
*who spoke Dutch, could partly understni 
and make ourselves understood. 

"When we made a shift to esplain oO 
tunes to the people of the house, tiie »da( 
tears from their eyes ; and whatever prorii 
hod being now set before us, the seamen 
paired thi!ir long fasting. The ordinarj' TjM 
inbabitants ■wBst5ei[iancaV.w,,wA\'ME^hRd'li 
wasTtfry stroDg. This irenwTi&e&TDa <A «» 
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ithing ^ and surely these people tlionRlit so, ftr 
ya^ art aacb a cold seaEou, while tbey had neither 
dkinga nor sboM, Ibcy kept tbenselves wann 

* Next marnin^ ire began te 'esamine each other's 
Slices, to fliscBVGr what money had been saved liom 
i diipwreck. Sitapectui(( ooticealment fn one of 
: number, we seftrehed him, and fauDd no Less than 
ir^nd-twentyjMecei of eight, which he undnubtodly 
leftom our bags in the boat, aftra our first aliip- 
■ct; when every moment we looked for deatruc- 
1. It was well for us he had doue «>, for iti tho 
ond all our money v/as lost. We remaiiied in the 
Lnd until Sunday, and in the mornbg heard our 
Mixi pieMh, al^r which lie ijave us a meal, foil 
vaiiety m oua di«h, as beef, muttoo, lard, go&t, and 
fU. mixed together, acoordiug to the cuUom here. 
" We then parted with the good ok! priest, having 
unied him manj' Ihaiiks, acGOD]p34Ucd vith a 
]e money ; and traWled to FredericBtadt, a city 
Worway on tlia coast. There wo were kindly en- 
tainei 'by the bnrgomaBter, whose ohief discourse 
s in praise of tho late Archbishop i£ doiterburj', 
tngh 1 wonder how he came to luiotr him. Truly 
' were muoh indebted to thie person, for he not 
[y sommauded several prisons of the city to enter- 
a us civilly, but gave w some provision at his 
n dharge. Everywhere wo experienced groat 
Qhy. and the pe<^le ran afWt iis la \1ib »taM«J(.\i4 
«f«r, wiiat we needed, without a.»luiv%. 
flaring' left Fredecicetadt, we tu?**^^ ^ ^^** 
^ ^ 
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rBouikI, three or four miles distant, where shipping 
J ■ by, and laid in as much provision as our stock could 
I caffiird, into one bound for England. We emhorked 
> in the evening. In tho morning before makingsaili 
•flhip from Lynn, in Norfolk, coming in, was wrecked 
D the rocks near the harbour. We hod not been it 
n above two or three hours, when groat alarm aroH 
rom the ship very nearly striking on a half sunktn 
nseen until almost touching iL But 
3 cleared all the rocks on the Norwegiil 
'■Doaat. 

" A fair wind brought ub in view of tho 
ooaEt, near Winterton, after four or five days' i 
There we saw the remains of a shipwreck, and 
country people enriching themselves with the Epo3i> 
At length having reached Yarmouth Roads 
to an anchor. It began to blow hard, and the sh^ 
in driving, nearly ran foul of a Scotchman, 
brought up again and rode securely tltrougb ih| 
night. On a signal next morning for a pilot, t 
men came off from Yarmouth. They demanded 
.less than thirty shillings tocany me, a single perEoOi 
a shore, while our whole stock was only 
tf eight ; and although I did long for land, I eoM 
Toot purriiaBC it at such a rate, therefore they 
content to take less. But no sooner had I go 
the boat, than they rowed up and down to w«^ 
anchors, for the storm during the preceding nigh( 
JmuI occasioned man^ s^ii^ V> "^^it, with their cablet 
^erertheless they wctq uiistMK'i^tiilv,'™ 
" r tie shore, Tbe Wniing-'s^iwe ■«■» ^ ^«^. ''«*' 



POLAR AND NORTBBRX SEAS. 213 

four oth» men awaiting the arrival of the bo^t, ran up 
tg their middle in the sea, and dragged it on the 
beach. I thence got into the town of Yarmouth, 
with & company of people at my heels, wondering at 
my sad and ragged condition. The host of an inn, 
with a sign, the arms of Yarmouth, treated me with 
uncommon kindness, and I hope God will rev^ard 




CHAPTER VIII. 

tAsn/Duteh Whslcri— TliESpnidiKU, Ifirs-AUin Ocvb'i im- 

TwE havock made among th* whalera sent out by te 
Dutch was oftentimes very coaaiderable. Id the y«r 
1670 one of these in the North Sea commanded by 
Captain Loutenz Pit, was driven among the ice by t 
south-east ^a\e. The sea was atormy, and it was tut 
possihle to work the vessel so as to afford a hope tt 
saving her. In this state she nas abandoned byn) 
loss than twenty-nioe of her crew. By the help i)f 
poles they contrived to leap from one piece of ioe U 
Another, until they gained a firm and lai^ SeA 
They dr^ged tlie boats of the vessel along with tbea I 
but not without great difficulty. They remained on 
the ice exposed to the cold which was intense b 
twenty-four hours. In the mean time the captainaul 
seven of the crew remained on hoard, still in hopM M 
navigate the vessel through some opening in the iM> 
and thus get out to sea. The to[isail was most UK' 
fortunately carried away at the moment when ths 
attempt was made, and the vessel struck against tin 
ice and beat to pieces. There was still a boat «' 
board which was got out, and the captain and tb> 
seven sailors got into it. They were now in a mart 
forlorn situation ; tbe snow «ai S.iil\i»^ bo fast Ihef 
could hardly see each ortvei d.4 ■&«! aaS. \ti -Cofc^fA 
3167 siirted along the iasW. \gawasS- ^ ^"W** ""^ 



mw goiag. until upon the w-eather' ulearia<; a MUiait 
Ibey Mw tbedi' comrades who hud quitted tlte vesML 
before them, standing upon the ic«, and made a signal 
to them for aieistsnee. Quo of tliem threw a rope'toi 
the captain, by whioli meani thsy all asBembled on. 
the Beid together. 

Ibay remaineii twelve houn together upon the field 
vithout hope of succour, and at lengtb. exhausted 
ffilii fatigue, hunger, thii^t, arid cold, they determined 
loanbark according to \he captaia'a ad\-ice formerly 
given,, and to seok the clear ocean. Thuy got into 
tbeir 1>oatB accardin^y and soon reached the open te%: 
wbeie they trere tossed about for twelve hours more, 
QxpoEed to lliQ dangear of foundering every moment.. 
A. aojl was now seen and their caurage ceTived. They 
Otniggled manfully to come up with it and suceeededi 
by dint of great exertion. They found the alranger 
«9S a whaler belooging to their oountrjman, whoi 
gladly took (Jiem in at the risk of mnnin^ short at 
proneions where theru was no possibility of obtaining 

in. 1G75 ComeUuB fiiile, a Dutobman, who hud 

before loat his lihip, was a aeoond time wrecked. Tbs^ 
flnt time he was tossed about for fourteen days witlib 
tkirty-fourofhisurew in an open boat, suffering e^'ery 
llivatics) naturo could brave or the animal frame 
sustain. They were at last saved by I'aUing iri witb 
ft whaler. Thirteen other vessels were lost liie 
HBnia year among the ioe cf Spitabers^en. la ISTS 
C»ptain Biile iay at anchor wilb aivcftiiei ^v* is^ 
r, viit far from the aulid \ja,in« ot '-wia -s^i*^ 



t totbcNc Sennl largo icebetgs nd- 
doir itmm iimm ifsn A« nssel >od <iushed it 
l> fiauM m wJiMly, a«» ihe erews buelybai] lim« 
to KK AoMcim ^OB dw Buaes ibat were KSfciiig 
MtAedolnetfaMtf Oeff VHMk. The men ^l- 
pMKdibrtaiMtclTtobeiiiKndeckand had joittime 
to atHHibk i^aB tba ke^ Ibe wrecks were driTei 
BBderAeieebeig. Bf ficol aeth-itv the crews mre 
enaliledloeet aeFaslEf theboatson the ice togedcr 
witfa ■ aeaatf alltnniice of praiisions before (he 
sbipft broke t^, and were forced under. The cun 
thus left destitute were sixty in number, without tnj 
kind of shelter. The snow fell fast, and the s«ila9 
becoming impatieni of llieic situatian. Captain BSk 
pteposed lo launch the boats at once, and bnviiij 
everj- other danger get into the open sea. The piW 
and a few more of the crevs agreed with the capliil 
to embark and brave every danger at once. TtB 
majority were of a different opinion, and thoiugU it 
the wisest course to stay an the ice until the tnu* 
ceased to fall and the sea became calmer. The [O 
visions were partitioDod in ciHisequence of this diS^ 
enca of opinion, and Captain Bille and his party en* 
barked in two of the boats. They were fortuniM 
enough to escape the waves and ice, and falling il 
with other vessels employed in the fishery got safe Vlil 

The larger part of the crews remaining upon tl 

ice, gnl up a gpecies of letA'jnftvfiTviws ^liaces of dC 

eails preserved from the wrecks. T^ae-j ■eQ.'Sss'oA,\rail 

ever, no much from co\4and\i'in¥>« tero^xsi^ *^ 
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B.t they Epent upon flie ice, that they preferred imi- 
ting the cenductofthose of their number who had 
ready left them, and re»>lved to embark without 
iger delay. They were tossed about in the polar 
ean every moment in danger of ainking, worn down 
ith cold and hunger, when they fell in with a French 
up which generously gave them a shelter, numeroua 
s they were, until they fell in with a vesael of their 
WD country. Eight of the shipwrecked men em- 
krked in a boat and endeavoured to get on board, ex- 
iting to be received by their own friends at least 
ith the same hospitality which had been exhibited 
»wards^them by the humane Frenchman ; whose ship 
rss overloaded and inconvenienced by their number, 
t was not as they had anticipated. The boorish cai>- 
»in repnlsed them destitute as they were, nor would 
le suffer one of them to come into his vessel. They 
'ere obliged to take refuge on the ice near the place 
'here this inhuman wretch was at anchor. There 
hey passed two days and a night under the shelter of 
a old BaQ, until the Dutchman, no doubt afraid that 
Dtne account of his conduct might reach Holland, 
Tudgingly permitted them to sleep on board his ship. 
n a few days, however, while they were on the ice, 
'here it appears they were still obliged to take reftige 
luring the day, the Dutch captain set sail and left 
hem to perish. They got into their boat and followed 
dmlbr twelve hours but he still kept on his course, 
rbey were at length so reduced by sufiiTin^ tiaai. 
hey VBTB near their last, when auOthet ■Ofl^£a. *s^ 
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IbU in: wiili ajid rescued them, afi«r httidahip* &IiimI 
unparaUeled. 

It does Bot appear a safe eourso for sailora i^qK 
wrecked upon ic«, ta nmain an hour louger upog it 
iLan tliey are abaulutely obliged to do. Ths UOKpe- 
ratuce of B, vast body of ice is rauch caldet Ikui dut 
of the oceaa wherein it floats. Two flelda of iot aba 
meet oni! hroak up with the ooncussion, when tbe &tt 
of (hose who happen to have taken Eofuge upra t 
is inevitably sealed. Tlie chances of &Uing in 
siups ore lessened in such a situation, and the en 
Vuted in resisting the cold on tbe ice if apfdiel li 
the ou, would olten clear away the danger aud guf 
the boat nitlun reach of aid. The crews of vet 
who are lell upon iue without food or a boat to eml 
JDi may be said to exist in the most fearAil of ma 
dangers. U is very rare that persons so atlui 
Iwve been ultimately saved. 

In the year 1676 three Dutch ships employed in 
vhale-fisfaray anchored together in Waygatz stn 
being on the point of returniixg to Holland with 
produce of the year's fishery. They were ■ 
surrounded by vast pieces of drift ice which bei 
them in completely. No sea couLd be sees itca 
maiit heads of their vessels which w 
amid the gilanl and frozen ocean. The sailors < 
struck with fear lest they should perish of ei^ 
hunger, not having tlie least prospect of reli^. Tb^l 
murmured at t\ieitcomT(t'a.Tuita^«m^ indeed tberB 
good ground for tkea ii.\ani, «»j«vf, "i. ^^^ ^en 



of the seasoa and their provisions were Dcceasorily- 
jDucb reduced. One o( the captainu, named Kaai, 
suci^eeded in appeasing them for the moment, lliinking 
Iba ships and trargoes might atLU be saved. Nine- 
tUB ia.y& of moBt painful anxiety passed aitvay, and 
As danger every hour increased as the winter was so. 
moelt nearer, when &U at ont^ the air became mild, 
and in ane night bo great a. than took place that the^ 
Veie enabled b> sad the next mumisg. Hic joy of 
ibie crews was unboiindod wlien to lose no time thef 
snt their cables, towed their vessels out of the ice and 
Sweats until they came opposite to Papegaaishoek, set 
ai& and reached Capa Biscay the same day and Soutlt 
Bay tiie nest, and finally arrived home in safety. 
Had Hie crews dragged their boats across the ice aid 
nted Id reach the sea they would most likely have all' 
perished. The resolution of Captain Kees and tbs' 
■odden and unexpected change of the weather saved 
ftem. It may thus be seen upon how slender » 
thtead human existence hangs in navigation among 
igein high northern latitudes. The summer-day of 
imral months' duration is not all which is re(|uisita 
tb-ensure the mariner's security, though without its 
aidtbe Arctic ocean would never jusliiy the chances 
of destmctiDn which it perpetually exhibits. 

During tba period when the attention of the coun- 
tnes in the north of Europe was directed to discovai; 
eitber a norih-east or north-west ^asea.%a \n\n "^ab 
FaoiSe, though every expedition sent o-u.t VaA ^w«^ 
a seaman of ititelligeoce a\ii'W(^iSoHKA-k 
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Captain John Wood, sanguine in his hope of aur- 
mountind all difficulties, reuved the prqect once 
more. Nearly a hundred yeara had hopes been iu- 
dulged of making tte fortunate discovery, and Captain 
Wood in 1675 drew up a memorial on the suhject, 
Mtting forth his reasons for believing that a passage 
might yet be found by the north-east. This memoir 
he himself presented to Charles II. and to theDakeof 
York. His opinions were founded upon the figoreof 
the earth, the narratives which he had perused opon 
the subject, and the possibility of the right openingft* 
proceeding to the eastward not having been asxt- 
tained. He eoniitructcl a chart illoHtrative of hli 
ideas, and laid it befbre the king with his memcir. 
He showed that if the passage were practicable, il 
would be possible to reach the Japanese seas in a flw 
weeks, to open a trade with Tartary, and to vasie the 
Indian Archipelago in much less time and with tnu^ 
smaller risk than before. The merchants and mnt 
able navigators of the day were consulted bp tte 
king, and the result was that Captain Wood was af 
pointed to the command of the Speedwell equipped^ 
the royal expense, and manned by a crew of sixty-»gM 
hands. This vessel appears to have been very ff^ 
found. She was fitted out in the royal yard a,t Dept- 
ford, as strong as the nature of the service required. 
The Duke of York, afterwards James IT., and aevKi 
other individuals, fitted out a pink called the Pro*- 
pemus of one hundred ani tfetvVj \nva,OTsi,ei^ht 
aien, to accompwiy fhe Sfeci-«e"\ c«ra^ hA. 
own e.Tj>enfie. Mercbmdi&e oi oS-toN.^ 'b'** - 
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bojird, which it was apprehended would answer for 
ffic in Japan, and provisionH were earned for six- 
n months. Thus every precaution eeemed taken 
nsure success. TheProBpetouBwascommandedby 
Captain Flawes. They were instructed to search for 
a passage between Nova Zembla and the Asiatic 
contuient, along the northern coast of Tartary. 

'twas on the twenty-eighth of May 1675, that tho 
Expedition sai1e<l from the Nore. On the tlurty-flrat 
they arrived off Berwick, distant about eight leagues, 
and coming up with a Scotch fishing vessel they 
inade a purchase of a part of the fish. On the second 
pf June a storm arose, and they entered Brassa sound 
in the Shetland Islands, it blowing a heavy gale from 
the west-north'West; and came to an anchor off the 
town of Lerwick. " My idea was," says Captain 
Wood, " to fuliow exactly the track of Barenz, and 
proceed due north-east after reaching the North Cape, 
in order to get between Greenland and Nova Zem- 
bla," (Spitzbergen was then commonly denomi- 
Dated Greenland). It seems ttara this it was well 
Icnown then that there was a practicable |iassage 
between Nova Zembla aud tho Continent by the 
Straits of Waygatz, or Wood would have tried to 
navigate round the southern end of the island, and 
through what is called the sea of Kara ; for the exiit- 
teoce of the cape, called by the Russians Covorovos- 
loehnoi, extending northwards from the main further 
than Geiania Noss in Nova Zembla. makes the pas- 
sage TOund the north end mmit stortet \iw;-«is. '^>b 
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enst, if it were praetimble to sail to BehnugG straits 
that way. 

On the tend) the Speedwell weigUed ancfaoF >t 
I^Twick, the weather biang clouiiy anil thkk.thebk 

.or Sondeii beiiriDg buuiIi \iy east ilielont bUoiU 
leagues. On the tveaty-iectuid at noon, seeiug 
luiiil watt of North Cape, be aleereil narth-eaat. to 
yra.s lying about a leo^rue ahoad : the weather 

.colli with snoKv showers. Soou only ioe eauld bo 
from the mast heajl. The fog fnns as it diopftl 
Hiey were in latitude 7£° and about a^^ lea^W 
from Greenland, (SpiUtbe^en), and Captain Wtrf 
did nnt doubt that this was Uio rast field of ice ii4ud 
cohered to the west ude of S)ut2bergen. Ssekf 

.■omething move on tlie surfune of the ice, they hnttfl 
H the boat, and found two sea-horios which tltey 
I, but did nut eueoeed in lulling. 
' <Captuin Wood now imagined that if thef 

□ore to the east they should find an «f 
«ea, Hid they socordingly ran along u vast fiell 
ke which lay from the seutb-etsl to the north'VS 
At every league they found 'my |miniontories wli 
being doubled, they saw no iue to ttie north, but «•' 
tinuing their course In the north-eaet, {resh cafW d 
ice obliged. them to shift their direction. Id ftiiiMf 
they jntieeeded, flattered that they should aoen tl 
■the open sea, and still disappranted by the eight' 
fresh ioe. At length they found 4t join w^th < 

^foast of N«Ta 2em^\a. '^wA i»«i becmne, u1 
thought, 'convineed rf tibe wtw ^ "Siwatt-i loft." 



iDiitch and Englisb seamen, and was of opinian that 
Ihere was no land to the norlh of 80°, thnt the sea 
4bero iesiiwafe irozen, and that the piecea detached 
tmuthe msin body and drifted to the south require 
^[CH to tiiaw tbem. This vast continent of icewas not 
more than half above the surface of the water, Iwt 
^b^ow it sank seTenteen or eighteen feet. Tlie ice, 
•Wood im a ghied, joined from Nova Zemhla to Spita- 
'bergea, so there was, in fact, but one icy continent. 

Faaa the twenly-ltiird tn the twenty-eighth of June 
they ran alpng the ice adhering to Novo Zembhi, 
trying BYory opening but not finding a paasnge. The 
Jand was distant about Qlteen miles. On the twenty- 
jaintb tlic weather was hazy, and the Speedwell stood 
to the southward in hopes Ihe aky would soon 
mUear, but the day proved fo^^gy with a westerly wind. 
Nont 2enibla h(H» east- south- east by reckoning four 
^Dls under the lae-bow. In Ibis he was unfortu- 
aurtelj mistaken. About ten at night the Prosperous 
■on the wcatber quarter fired a gun and bore down, 
•axdaiDiing ihere 'was ice ahead. On looking ottt, 
' <Cfiptain Wood discovered breakers and not ice. Hfl 
«ould not tack, fer the Prosperous was to windward, 
■nd both shi|>e must have been lost bad tfaoy fallen 
.an board each other. The Speedwell therefore bote 
Up in htipes of clearing the rocks, but the Aip being 
Am Blow in wearing stnick with her head to the sea. 
By this means the crew were preserved : for had ibo 
Tnsel'e browlside been esposed to the wave8,tbie crew 
mtat bBve been swept ovetboari. Ttaa "Stsw^-m** 
■WW* rouHd under the Speedw«\\' a «tenv «»&■ %**■ ''*' 
to sea. 




^^p. The 



iave ha. The 
oonld be earned out. 
a little, to tbrar muS' 
m the land nnder their Etem wbich the 
ftg Ind ladcnd inTisiUe. The boats were now got 
fl^ Tte dap au Hghlened b; throwmg oiet ibe 
invia^H. and the fell thice feet with the ebb ti^ 
When Ib» tide flawed a heatjr sea came with it. lie 
dtip beat haid. the mte- guned od the pumps, and 
cooiequenee cut away. 
The beatswwn was now sent towards the shon ii 
landing were practieiUti 
was doobtfii] as the sea, ran dreadfiiUf bigk 
ftbe boat Tetunied with the tidings that it was impi» 
able to Land, there was such a heavy sea, and dtl 
snow was so piled along the shore, as to make il 
inacces^le. The crew now gave themselves up te 
, lost, and fell on Iheir knees to prayers, as notbiig 
kbnt destruction appeared before them. The; li 
Eacarcely concluded, when the weather clearing aBt 
.BO as to enable thero to command the shore, Capb 
Wood saw a small strip of bench clear when 
thought a landing was practicable. The pinnace i 
sent to make the attempt but did not daie to 
which observing from the ship, the long boat was I 
ered with twenty men who succeeded, and both b 
Tcturnod to the ship. Bread was then got out of 
breaiZroom into the grea.t cabin, and the 
prepared some tools Ui \ei\^fcfiTv 'Cwi \OTi'it*sa. ' 
^bey not be fallen in w\tla\>^ Wa'Stos^iSRws.. 
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had been left on shore asked for arms and am- 
ition, as tlicy had seen mcmy hears prowling 
t. Two barrels of gunpowder were put into the 
ace, together with small arms, provisions, and 
saptain's papers and money. A sea struck the 
juat as she was leaving the ship, and all the 
;6 were lost. One of the crew named Bosnian was 
rnod, and several others were taken up for dead. 
long boat was then on shore, but, putting off at 
ilarro, saved the men. The pinnacewaarendered 
i». The sea ran so high at the return of the 
;, that the crew urged the captain and heulenant 
tre themselves, as it was impossible for the boat 
ye mach longer in such a sea as was then run- 
;, They only requested the boat might be sent for 
n when the captain was put on shore. Captain 
od embarked accordingly, but when about half 
' to the shore, the ship overset, on which he hastily 
led the men with him, and set off again lo save 
le who had exhibited such generosity towards him. 
h tmimnent danger he reached the wreck, and 
lived to get all into the boat except one nian 
led Alexander Fraser, a prime seaman, whom 
r left for dead. They returned to the shore, and 
rere htnded in safety, but cold and wet. The boat 
' drew up on shore. The &r»t party landed had by 
time mode a Sre a short distance from the sea; 
' had also constructed a sort of lent with oars and a 
and there they lay all night hungry and almost 
}B. They iiad dug a tract touwi 'Cne\(v Xa "Vas'i 
IB tears, which were very \)o\iiL wvi. fetwi«>''«'- 



■BIFWHKCKS IN THK 

'On the thirtieth of June, the next day, the 
lelt fot dead on board recorercd, and got i 
mizea-tiip, vhicK nss the only mast left staodiag. He 
was a man muoh beloved, and an attempt wai mule 
10 get him olT: but the ship laboured and beat wrf 
hard, and tho sea ran bo high that it waa 
to get near the vessel. 

The ship now began to go to pieces, and a giMJ 
deal of the wreck came on ahute. The 
active in preserving all Ihey could get, and with d> 
oars, plank, and Bpara,*inade several huts, preiefmg 
the rest of the timber foe fuel. On the firal of ' 
two cashs of Hour, some brandy, a butt of bs«r, alt 
a cask of oil were saved, all of which were prediW 
Tho nest day they saved some more provianl- 
While scciu'ing them, a large white bes 
upon them, at which the gunner fired, and it fell bit 
rose at^n. Assistance coming up to the gunneti 
was killed. This bear waa very large, fat, and liv 
flesh well flavoured. 

Captain Wood, in the meanwhile, waa not wit 
anxiety as to the fiiture destiny of himself and'l 
He hoped every day for clear weather, that the^PiOk 
perouB might see them, though there was a![ 
chanoe that she, too, might be lost, Thia 
was intended to provide for, by lengthening (bs 1 
boot twelve feet, as she would accommodate but tl 
men. The crew were duubtftil of succeeding 
way, as the carpetxteis could have little fasaisti 
^Ven Ihem, andraatonals\B««o.^\s!Hfe'iasi'»«*».' 
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bottU be out asonder. The waist w^, tberefore, 
i about two feet, and she was decked, Wlien 
leted, tlie crew could not agree who sliould 
I ho-, the being still too sinitil to take their 
3 number. They became unruly in their oon- 
each dunnog as good a. right to the chance of 
kg his life as his neighbour. In these circum- 
jtB, the captain recollected the brandy, with 
■h he plied tbero, and by their drinking freely 
nMed their intentions, and defeated them. Some 
eta were so ignorant as to talk of going by land. 
Dot UTOB, ammunition, or p^o^-isions, to Way- 
^ Stntts, that they wight i:et on board Russian 
I, H this scheme was worse than madness, the 
B^ to put to sea in a veseel only accommodating 
ntion of their number was not loss an aat cf 
ahy. They had no provisions for the voyage, no 
MorieE, SI) that, whether by land or by sea, the 
ices were equally against their preservation. 
lain Wood was in a great perplexity what 
ae to take. The certainty of destruction, on re- 
ung where they hod been thus cast away, waft 
jnt, without shelter or food. The weather was 
for nine days. They had nothing but snow, rain, 
>g, In fact they wore on the point of resigning 
iselves to despair, when, on the morning of the 
th rf July, they to their great joy espied a sail. 
f immediately lit up a large fire, and sent the 
to meet the veasel, wliich turned out to be the 
peraoB. Their long boat wa& nuw ^ffirai.ti'Sa'^ofc 
wba ia that way got oa \icb«&. *&««: S.wwSfi^-i 
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^reservei-. Thoy left everylhing on shore i 
«tftte it was when they saw the Prosperous, for tbof 
« arraid the weather might again become foggj, 
1 not allow themselves time to bring »nj 
t the things off. 
I Captain Wood hod written an account of his dup- 
eck while un land, and inclosing it in a gliE 
~ 4»ttle, left it in the ehcd they had built fw tba 
shelter. The point, where the Speedwell < 
-waa named by Captmn Wood, Point Speedill. 'It 
lies in latitude 74° 30' north, and 63° longitude Ml 
of London. The next point to the southward isAe 
westernmost part of Nova Zombla. Tlie a 
-was extremely salt and clear, bo that even at tl* 
^ptb of eighty fathoms, shells could be distiat^ 
Heen. The variation of the needle was 13° «» ' 
■ 'fflte tide rose eight feet, and ran directly ( 
(shore, which Captain Wood deemed a piwf tt 
there was no passage that way to the north. 

Before the time of Wood very little v/&a knovnll 
Nova Zemblo, for ever buried in frost anil snov, l' 
mo.st desolate spot in the world, The earth, atlfl 
feet deep, was found frozen as hard as rock, in H 
month of July. The sea beat upon preci[Hces i 
snow, scooping out dark and horrible caverns, 11 
Jbrming frightful steeps and crags. The : 
covered the hills, and in summer its melting p 
duced rivulets of clear water, which ran down K 
sea. Whut ^ud. 'naa Wte \q summer, disdiw' I 
sterile bog, or a "toni. lA moss. -jtSq. ^'■^e^ ti. I 
j'ellow llower, "Cos Dw\'i ^icAwA Via&i. \Tsi&jii.*A» 



The Prosperous sailed for England on the ninlli cf 
July, and anchored at the Nore, on the twentj-third 
of August, 1G76. 

The following shipwreck, narrated by one of the 
survivors named Geare, is very remartable. The 
ship left Plymouth for Newfoundland. She soiled 
in Maich, 1706, with a fleet bound to the Mediter- 
TBDean, under convoy of the St Albans, a ship of war, 
a firesh gale blowing from the northward at the time. 
Saving made about one hundred and twenty leagues 
to the westward, and being out of the track of the 
privateers, the merchantmen parted company with 
the fleet, and they proceeded on their voyage. On 
the seventeenth of March, having run nearly three 
hundred leagues, an English built ship, of about two 
I hundred tons burthen, hove in sight. She carried 
twelve gims, and was under jurj- masls. On ap- 
proaching near she hoisted English coltiurs, and 
being hailed, answered that she was &om Virginia 
' bound to London. This reply seemed probable, as a 
mmber of tame fowls were observed on board her, 
* and a bird of a foreign species having scarlet plumage, 
*■ Hew from the stranger and alighted on the other 
*- (hip. 

The captain, seeing the stranger so much disabled, 
^ desired he would bring to, offering if anything was 
' ' Wanted by him tbat it should be sent in the 
^ h»t- This was refused, and llie ewem-j isA^TftS,, 
» i6r such be must have been, thai ut\\KS* fee, \siia!.— 
■ ebantman kept off, he would fire vnXo ^i*^- "^^^ 
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I raid blew east The ship was in latitude 46" 50', 
ind the disCsiice to the laud was judged to be about 
I Mtf miles, though in reaKty it was seventy. The 
I tepiails were now handed in, Emd the ship steered to 
' B math under ccmrEea, in the hope ot' getting clear 
" " e before the night set in. The ice not dimi- 
[, the ship's held was put about to the suuth- 
h Imt still the ice remained in as great a quantity 
The foresail was furled as night came 
tm, and the ressel brought to under the mainsaiL 
Ibere was a dead wind, so that the ship could he off 
«i neitber tack. It was hoped, by this plan, to strike 
with less force, in case of falling in nith icebergs or 
\argB fields. 

About nine in the evening the ship ran foul of a 
field of ice, despite every effort made to keep clear ; 
although cables, coils of rope, and other similar 
nalcrials, had been hung out to defend her sides, 
she struck ao hard, that about eleven o'clock she 
began to fill with water. By keeping two pumps 
gdng, and balmg at three hatchways, it was 
scarcely enough to float her above wat^r until the 
dawn of day. By this time the men were much 
fatigued, the water still gaining upoa them, so that 
by mid-day the hold was half full. In such a state 
It was impossible to agree what was the best course 
to pursue. Despair was on every face. The pumps 
were still kept going, but the water iocteased yet 
mere, and there seemed notluit)^ Ui \ie ^sroa \iq^ 
/iold tbemeelvea up, with all ies\gna)ciOT»,^t>'^S'"*^ 
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Some UTfied the cnptsin to hoist out the boat, 
seemed to think, in such a sea, and in so fimallacraft, 
it would bo of no avail, except to protmct a mi 
able existence for a little time longer. For bis own 
part, he was resolved to stay by the ehip, and die 
among his crew. At length, however, he coaMDted I 
to let the boat be lowered with six hands ; and, that I 
the t]esi(!;n might not be suspected, it was given out 1 
that the boat was going to tow the ship clear of tiiB- 1 
ice. It was not observed that there was onlyoDeoir,J 
the rest being broken, by using them to keep off HaeM 
ship from the lloatbg ice. No effect was praducedfl 
by the boat, as might have been eitpecled, und it feSfl 
astern to take in the captain, while others prepuelB 
necessaries for their miserable voyage ; a campnl 
and some other things were conveyed into it safisliGl 
The captain, surgeon, and several others got out IH 
the cabin windows and gailerjes, and Geare, the >udQ 
rator, among the rest, together with William ^■°|ffl^ 
mead, one of the sailors, intending, if possible, toMlta 
into the boat. The crew, however, provided tbMW^ 
selves with arms, on discovering the attempt of llw^ 
oaptain and others to escape, and kept off the bMS^ 
resolving, if it could not take all, that the vl»A( 
should go down together. The object being tl<Vk^ 
defeated, every one but Geare and Longroead ^Blu, 
again into the ship to await their doom. Both tlHOtUe 
men had got so low down the ship, towards the wstMgn 
ihat fhey could not nctwet ftieia'iftViss., and QO^'wi^ 
coming to as&iat fcem. Oae'j -bwc ^sstiyA Sa V.^- 
iheirhold, drop into the sea, ^vv.\ XroaX ■« '^■«^ 
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at tboee in the boat to take them in. On swimming 
[owatds them, they hove out a rope, and took in both, 
of them. The}' were now eight in all, and wish 
to save the captain, they havered about the vessel 
until night came on. The crew now fii'cd on 
boat Ihtm the ship, and kept her farther off, and those 
who vere in her began to look round for some shelter 
Bs darkness was approaching. Tbey made the boat 
bst to some shattered ice, and drifted with it, and 
vhen they approached a large Reld they loosened 
their boat, aud made fast to another lump, and i 
ttiis miserable way they passed the night. 

In the morning, the ship was seen about three 
j Imgues off, in the same position as that in which 
Vbty had left her the preceding eveuing. A con- 
dtation was then held whether they should return 
id endeavour to save the captain, and us many more 
night bo found practicable to take in. The 
1 was rejected by most. It was alleged that 
ir would iire on them again and sink the boat, 
Wmany would crowd in, and she would go down. 
1, therefore, to be the general opinion that it 
Id bo proper to make the best of their way to the 
Geore, however, remonstrated, and huited that 
, for all they knew, might be stopped, and 
18 the ship would, after all, proceed on her voyage, 
fcble this way to prevail, he desired them to row 
lap, and land him on the ice nearest the ship, for 
■outd go to her, and die with tbft ca^lwm. Xdvt 
to, but on arriving, Geatc'«a*\Q'i\\o^. 
lifiDg- tiie captain, Mr. J. l-laOi&cJs. ta-vae ^«*™ 
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then, the doctor, and aiter him the csptain, fallowed 
by so many of the cren-, that the boat Heart; nwi 
down, twonty-one persons being in her, and hongiDg 
TDunil her aides. Some slipped o^ and othen pe- 
lished on the ice, not bein^ able to regain tlie TeawL 
On the twenty-tlfth of March, the boat tooiha; 
departure from those left to inevitoble fate. They 
determined to make for kind the best way tb^ 
were able. Their hearts were deeply afflicted at lbs 
thought of Ica\'ing their comrades to perish, but tbsy 
could do nothing to save them if they remained. Inl 
only be spectators of their snfleringa. Their pro- 
vision was a small barrel of tlonr, with five galkiu 
of brandy, nbieh had been thrown overboard among 
other things to hghten the ship, and which they had 
picked up. They also picked up an old cutest, whkt 
was of great service, for, having but one oar, they ^it 
it up, and nailed the pieces to hand spikes, whidt 
served for oars. The naiJa they drew froai tbB ' 
boat. The rest of the chest they burned. The mais 
tnrpauling was in the boat, and of this they made t , 
mainsail, and of a piece of old canvass, that hadservel i 
in the yawl, they mode a foresail. Observing tiw I 
ice lie north and south, they steered north, and got I 
out of it by the next morning. They were now i^J 
the clear ocean with the wiiul easterly. They iuaaUtm 
their sail, and so steered west-north-west about tttam 
teen leagues. They now got among other fields ■ 
/ce, and attempted to Eail\?Diaoi^ ftwisi.liutbecBM 
inclosed, and were obhgei to\«ui"iv?'ilaec"™«o-iB|« 
^o ice, or they must WNe^TasWi.. "^'Wre. •is«^> 
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d&7B without seeing the sei. The ice was 
^lick, and thef caught on abundance, of seals. 
' n&de a. pot of the skios, and boiled the lean 

em. 

' leuiBiiun^ so hiUf; on the ice the feet of the 
began to suffer. The boat was too amoJl to afford 
L fot all. Tliey kept watch six and sL\, in order 
there might bo space in the boat to sleep, and 
thete might be enough to save the boat in case of 
e breaking away from under her, which frequently 
coed, and then it became requisite to launch her. 
Try her where it was strong enough to bear her 
ht. 

deren days the sea was again seen, and tha 

not without difficulty, set allaat once more. 
r soiling ten or twelve leagues north-north-west, 

nu« again inclosed, and this happened fiva 
I. The ice too had become so bad, that, though 
oat could not bo forced through it, the weight of 
a was sufficient to break it, and thus, though . 

saw seals enough, they could not succeed ia 
iring any more. What a forbm situation in the 
I cf the ocean, in a freezing temperature! They 

oUiged to put themselves on short allowoncfl, 
ig hunger added to their other calamities, 
r had seven seals in their store, when they 
ed the hard ice, and one they found dead, but 
consumed it without troubhng themselves with 
oanner in which it died. 
e tbottiaui miserable aHowance V) "aW^*^^ 
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were compelled to limit themselves, consisted of thtee 
ounces of flour, and one senl for two days. The flam 
nua boiled in the fat of the seal. At length tbejr 
were forced to eat, after sharing them equally, evea 
the skin and feet, each affording a little of the &t 
towards making a Dre to cook them. A few ate i 
raw, and even the honea, to the great injury of their 
stomachs, so that some died in consequence. 

When lliey got clear of loose ice, and the wind was 
adverse, they made fast to an iceberg, until the wea 
bersnie faTOUrable. This was dangerous from tbB 
drifting of other pieces of ice against them, but tbef 
were fortunate enough to escape, though very Mi" 
rowly, from being crushed to atoms ; so that thur 
deliverance at last was truly wonderful. 

The ice mixed with brandy Ber^■ed them for drink. 
Their loathsome provisions lasted until they i 
in sight of land, for, worn out with bod food, oold, 
and suflnring, they began to die two, and even thiM, 
in a day, until they were reduced to nine. The feet 
of ^veralwho died were so il'ost-bitten, that, onst ~ 
ping them to give the survivors their clotheB, ttuu 
toes came away in their stockings. The boatSTsiiW 
the last who died, sank When the boat was in sight o! 

Their compass was broken hy accident on the iH^ 

so that at last they were obliged to steer by the Si 

in the day, and the stars at night. They encounttti 

many difficulties, beside* fti««vn![^a.TO!ia\ed. bodily aof- 

feringB, and were tweB.Vj-*^'^^ *-'^'5*' ■»*i»'^ 
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They liad at Inst lost their water-bucket used for 
baling, when they saw land on the twenty-fuurth of 

They reached Bnccalow, and from thence went 
to the Bay of Verda, in Newfoundland. There 
they found several men preparing for a fishing voy- 
age, who took them to their house, and gave them 
-what they could afford in their distress. But the 
poor creatures had little for themiselvea, and were 
unable to maintain the sufferers, who were obliged 
to go to St. John's, although some of them were so 
froet-bitten aa to he unable to walk, and were carried 
to their buat. Before they could make Cape Francis, 
however, the wind changed and compelled them to 
row all night. In the morning they reached a place 
«aUedPortugalCoye, and there, to their great delight, 
found aoine flshemien preparing for their summer 
vocation. They compassionated the sufferers, as 
indeed who would not ? They launched a boat, and 
towed them over to Belloisle, where they were hospi- 
tably received. They were now so weak, that they 
were carried ashore on men's shoulders, and so 
disfigured with famine, cold, and burnt seal oil. that 
they could scarcely he recognized for human beings, 
except in outward shape. At Belleislethey remained 
ten days, when, being a Utile restored, they went to 
St, John's, The crew of this ship was ninety-six in 
number, nine only were saved. Their names were 
Arthur Holdsworth, captain ; Allen Geare, the chief 
mate, aad narrator of the ctt\B.raA^ ■, "^'ffiisHi %*k!Ss.- 
den, second male ; John Bea.4n\, aviv^'e'i'i'i 'Sivisi.'^^ 
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PanweU, earpenter; and John Maddkk, Thomas 
Foard, Elias Sweetiand, and William Langmead. 

This narrative, as a whole, is one of the most extra- 
ordinary shipwrecks upon record. The numerous 
difficulties ^survivors encountered, and the perHous 
situaticm of her crew, fixnn the time the hoat was 
launched to her making the land, has almost the air i 
of romance, so true is it, that truth is aften stranger ■ 
than fiction. ^ i 




A mssBi. called ths Nottin^rhani Galley sailed from 
England for Boston in Amoriua, on the twonty-Gith 
of September, 1710, She yias ooraiantided by a 
Captain Dean ; her burtlien was a hundred and twenty 
tooa, and ihe carried ten guns and fourteen men. 
Slie hod laat tonched at one of the Irish ports, and 
thence finally set out on her voyage, mocting at first 
with contrary winds and bad weather. 

About the commeucement of December, the ship 
Sist came in sight of land, to the eastward of Fiaca- 
taqua, in New England. From thence they Bleered 
4 southerly course, intending to make for Mossa- 
cbueets bay. The wind blew hard from the north- 
east, bringing rain and snow, and the weather was so 
hazy, that for twelve days they could not make an 
obsen'ation. On the eleventh of Decembi^r they 
lessened their quantity of sail, keeping the fore-sail 
and main-Uip-saU double-reefed, and looking out 
sharply aheul. On the same day, towards evening, 
breakers were discovered, and the captain ordered the 
belm to the starboard, but before the ship could come 
round, by some mismaaagemeTiS, a^us tWiiJit isa. ■». 
wet called Boua Island, ae^en \BaBiffl^ ^^^'^ '^^^'^^ 
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Piscntaqua River. The wavea, after the second oc 
third rectiil, hove the vessel against the ude of ll» 
rock, and the motion was so violent, that those on boai4 
could scarcely keep their feet. The rock a' 
was invisihle, though not mote than thirty or (ortf 
yards off. There now seemed no chance of e; 
and the prospect of death, by the ship's foundering 
was aione present to the minds of the crew. Tb< 
immodittlely went to prayers in the cabin, 
eating heaven to preserve them, and then, going 9 
deck and using every exertion, they cut away ll 
masts. Several of the crew were so struck with ftl 
that tbey were unable to movo and render assislua 
remaining below, as it were conscionoe-strioken, I 
the sight of death with unrepented uns. 
who were on deck cut the shrouds on the w 
side, and the mast soon went over, from the vi 
of the sea, on the side towards the rock. One of di 
men, going out upon the bowsprit, reported that 1 
saw something black ahead, and that he was indiiM 
to venture by swimming towards it, if another pi 
son would aceompany bim. One of the best swi< 
mers. being the mate, accordingly plunged into dl 
foaming water. They were desired to give nod 
by shouting, if they succeeded, but nothing washei] 
of them. In the mean time, the captain, i 
bering he had some money and papers, which ti 
wished to save, as well as some brandy and a: 
tion for immediate usciiieYit below, and found ti 
ship bilged, the decta 0^0001%, *^ "&«. -wM 
fast sinking by tlie steia, «i 'Oqs.X "Wi -^^k ^ 



I hi hasten into the fore part of the ship to save hin- 

I «lf ftom drowning. 

The beat mode of escape now Beemeil to be by tbe 
DMSts, whicli lay with their ends on the shore ; and 
stnpping, the captain got upon the fureraast, clinging 
tust as every nea came, and then moving on until he 
was able to reach the rock, upon which he threw 
liiniself. The water was low, and the rock shppery,. 
so that he lacerated his hands and arms in attempt- 
ing to clamber up. Getting no hold, the sea often 
ioA him back again, so that it was nut without the 
QtmoBt difficulty he was saved. The re»t of tlie ciew 
fidlowed the captain's example, and the wbule of them, 
uttimately succeeded in gaining the rock. After dis- 
gorging the salt water they bad swallowed, and. 
deeping up the rock, they heard the vuices of the 
men who had lirst got there by awiuimtng, and t» 
their great joy they all met in safety on the top, 
and returned thanks to God for their escape. Their 
next core was to And a shelter, for the rock was only 
(me hundred yards long by fifty broad, and quite bare^ 
so that there was no place Co shield them Iruni the 

\ wind and anrf. The face of the rock was craggy, 

I isd too rough to allow of walking for exercise. Rain 

^ Ud snow continued to fall, and to make the cold. 

, «verely felt 

When day dawned, for it was night when tli^ 

I ifiMslied this bare and desolate place in the midst of 
the stormy ocean, an examination tuok place of what 
the aea might have thrown up from ftie 'htccV <S. "feua 

thip. There were found piecea ot aiaate,«oS. ■^'^^'^ 
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irith BOin« jimk, and calile, nttecheil to the ani?bm | 
lloatin^ abuut the rock, and sonii! of the storei, plaa 
aid soils, and ciUivaBi had been a.lH(^thnmn attta 
About the quantity of three small cheeses wu di 
covered among the Hea-weed, but this w«i ill H 
proviition they found. They next tried to tuk* 
fire with a flint aud steel, but everything they h 
being wet. they were unsuccessful. Al^er trying il 
vain with a drill by motion for ten hours, in «■ 
mode they could imagine likely to succeed, t 
were oWiged to give over the atlempt. At m% 
they, having got a Hail up on the rock, crowded d 
together under it to keep in the heat. 

Oil the tollowing day the weather cleared ft list 
but the air was frosty. The main land was in vi 
and known to be Cape Ncdduck, which i 
this unfortunate crew, with the hope of being M 
bysoweof the fishing vessels, which were wdt fciHi 
to frequent that place. They collected all 1 
timber they could find, aud also carpenterG tPI 
that they might begin the construction of a In 
The cook first complained of hunger, his coimtenu 
bespoke his sufferings, and he was desired to rem 
under the sail with some who bad been f 
but by noon he was no more. They laid Wm in- 
place where the sea would take him off. Several «J* 
the body of their untbrtuuate comrade, and dh^n 
wards acknowledged that they had thoughts of piP'll 
posiag to eat it, tbougb ■ooiie of them spoke, 
by the force of c\rcu.'ma\aiioa», awi "Ci^ % 
social lite eraiUcated ; ani m«a&««A'Mi 
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cesaitios, those sympathies of their nature, which 

diatinguisli them in the scale of (ireatioii. 
In two or three days after they were on the rock, 

the frost began with groat intensity. Their hands 
and feet became hentmihed, and nearly useless, and 
Ihey were so discoloured, that mortiflcatioD was ap- 
prehended by moat of them. They cutoff their boots, 
tsi pulled off their shoes, but in getting rid of their 
StoddDge, those whose feet were blisUred, pulled away 
ajiiii and aU, and some of them the very nails of their 
toes. They now wrapped their feet in oakum and 
canvasa, as warm as possible. It was remarked that 
&utB who were most active preserved their health 
but. They set about building a tent of a triangular 
figwe, about eight feet long, and covered it with such 
sailB and old canvass as were washed on shore. It 
just afforded tliem room to he down on one side, so 
that pone could turn unless they turned all together, 
\ihich was dune every two hours by agreement and 
aignaL They fixed a staff on the top of their tent, 
on wllich they hoisted a piece of cloth for a flag, when 
ib» weather would allow, to attract notice from aoy 
pwong vessels. They also began a boat of the 
idanks and timber from the wreck. They had only 
&H4* made of an old eutlass, aharamer, their knives, 
and • caulkini; mallet. They fbund some nails in 
a cleft of the rock, aud got aotao out of the sheathing 
of the ship. The bottom consisted of three planks; 
tbe aides were itinued of two others, fixed to tha, 
ttitncheonn, and Set into ths bottoia tiiiAten, «^ ^'*' 

iiort pieces at each end. A breaitfo. <i'i 1A-'S« 
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duck was put round the sides to keep off the spuj 
of the sea. It was caulked with oakum from die 
old junk, and the crevices filled up with long piewi 
ofcnnvass as well secured aapoBsibie. A short mast 
was stepped with a square sail, aud a paddle ft 
steering, bL\. others besides for the rowets nera 
got ready. The carpenter was scarcely able to gire 
any assistance at the time, and the weather wu 
I'old, that soino days they could not go outof theleiu . 
nt all, and infreneral could only work (those wtowoe 
able to moye) for four hours in the day. 

They had been now u week on this miserablen^ 
without provisions, except the cheese already i 
tioned, and soniB haef hones which they ate after bMl> 
in^ them to pieces. At length they saw tfateelMRl 
about five leagues off, and their spirits were nae 
with the hope of dehverance. They all crept oat I 
their tent, and shouted as loud as they were ablCi l> 
in vain. Their signals, too, were uaobserved. Sti 
the sight of three boats gave room to believe thl 
more would still be seen. The wind being nortb-Mit 
and they coming from the south-west, gave teasonlB 
hope the wreck of the vessel might drift in their waji T 
and attract notice, or, being driven on shore, draw (tf I* 
boats to ascertain the cause, and thus their delirH- [ 
ance he ultimalaly eflected. Thus in fruitless h 
they contrived to keep up their spirits yet a li 
longer. 

When their boot was ^ei^ ^^^ completion, O I 
axe belonging to ttecai^etAcfNaaftatsMTi.-TOj^av'kl 
.'ea, which enabled fceto to miit''«i» ^"^^ '«'*»■■» 
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greater rapidity, but they had scarcely strength 
enough to get it into the viala by their united etFurt?, 
On the twenty-first of December, their boat being 
ready, the day Qne, and sea calm, they beld a con- 
Eultation about attempting to reach the shore. The 
captain volunteered one of the first, aud the male 
and six others agreed to accompany him. They gjt 
their boat into the sea, in which, as the surf ran very 
liigh, they were obliged to wade to the middle to 
launch it. Tlic eaptaiti and another having got ia, 
the sea struck, drove it along the shore, and overset 
it upon them, so that they had a narrow escape from 
drowning, while the boat was staved to pieces, to 
their great dismay, for all hope seemed now es- 
tinguisbed. Their ase and hammer were lost in the 
boat, so that, if they bad wished to construct a rati, 
fiiey would have found it impo^ble, for want of tooU. 
I For the destruction of the boat, they were afterwards 
,, led to be grateful to heaven. A storm arose that 
I yerj afternoon, so severe, that their boat roust have 
I gone down in it, bad they been out at sea, and those 
vho were left behind, unable to help themselves, 
Intiat have perished. This afforded them a recon- 
cilement to theu' grievous loss. Their situation now 
became sufficiently deplorable. Tliey were all nearly 
Matted with cold and hunger. The captain alone 
had any strength left; their handa and feet were 
ftozen and hadmortified; large deep ulcers formed in 
their legs, which became very offensive, atiA llie\ had. 
aotbiog to dress them with, but a ^vecs qIXtomii-^^s^^ 
bad been thrown upon the rock. TVe^V'***-*'^'^'^'^'- 
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enable to make a fire, though the cold was excef- 
■sive. Two or three muaelea a day to cadi ma 
those difficult to get, were all which they could find, 
except the rock^weed, ftir their supporL lliA 
spirits began to sink within them, finm apprehen 
of death by famine ; in fact, at this very time, i 
might be said to be dying by degrees. To iner 
their fears, they recollected that the spring-tidB 
were approaching, and if accompanied by highwindfc 
that the sea might flow over die top of the rod: n 
which they had sought shelter. How dreadfo! tl 
apprehension was, no tongue could express. T 
biting cold, famine, debility, the terror of those yAmii, 
consciences Emote them for tiieir sine, in the prospBiS 
of a dissolution, whiclk seemed so Inevftable, Alt 
nothing coald avert it, rendered their state the Tl 
extreme of mortal suffering. Cost on a bam n 
stormy sea, and a. lingering death in rif 
is not wondcrfU that terror and despair should ta 

of such emaciated fi'ames. Yet it is singUlffii 
kt, in similar situations, when men have ooutuK 
leath until his near approEich, the dread of t 
they were just befbre seeking, should then uM % 
their aofferings. 

The captain tried to encourage them; exhoitE 
them to trust in God and wait their salvation thnmg 
hnn. The mate hod the good fortune to StrSie do 
a gull, which was equally divided, and, thougb r 
eaten with thanVfulTicsa, WiM-iwi^, ^'^a eaot n 
more than a maaftvtal, Tae c'a^w. tKn<Gsnsis&.^ 
lietter health than an^ oS •One Te«., mA -jiMa « 
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by tha,! means to help them. The; now planned the 
building of a rait to cany two men. A Swede, who 
had lost the use of both his teet by the frost, fre- 
quently importuned the captain to make the attempt, 
which it was afterwards resolved to carry into effect. 
T^e task -with their resources was laborious and diffi- 
cult. They cleared the foreyard of the junk about it 
■wHb great fatigue, from their being so reduced in 
strength, and having few or no tools. At last they 
raceeeded and split open the yard. Picc^ were 
affixed to form the aides twelve feet long. Spars 
were then added, and such of the lighter planks as 
&ey oonld collect to the width of four feet, making 
■B as firiQ as possible. A mast W3S also put up, and 
a sail formed ol' two hammocks which had been driven 
on the rock. A. couple of paddles with a spare one 
were made, and the raft was complete. The Swede 
laked the captain to accompany him, saying, there 
VM a. volunteer for the service if he deoUned. 

A sail was seen coming out of the Piscataqua. 
tiKT, abont seven leagues to the westward, but to 
Ifaeir disappointment it ran quickly out of sight to 
&e coat, the wind being to the north-west. A sbght 
breeze setting towards the shore the next day, they 
dMermined to launch the mil, which was opposed by 
the mate, because it was too late in the aAernoon. 
The Swede was urgent, and the nights being light, 
ttie captain agreed. The raft, however, soon shared 
tiie fate of the boat, and was oierset. The Swede 
awam to tJie shore, but hiscampWMan.,"«\tfiwi^&.'W*- 
mnm. sank, and was preaer^ci wWo. i " ' 



-accident ofTuctually prevcnled his making a secood 
attempt. The Swede, however, desired he might go, 
if alone, wilhaut waiting a more favaurahle time, 
perBisting in his resolution, and begging the captam 
to accumpany him. He said he was sura he should 
die, hut he had great hope he might save his eom- 
jrades. The captain in vain tried tn dissuade lum, 
Asking assistance to turn the rait and to he helped 
upon it, the hrave felluw was still resolute. 
though the mast and sail were gone, he said he 
-would rather perish at ^ea than remain in go honibla 
a. state any longer. Another of the crew now v 
teered with him, they got upon the raft and 
launched olF, hegging the prayers of their wreliibed 
friends. Tliey were watched until sunset, when thef 
bad got ahouthalf way to the shore, which the; wouli 
reach ahout two in the morning. It was probiUB 
they well nigh got to the land and fell 
breakers which overset them, for the raft was tOasA 
on the shore, and the body of one of them about a 
mile from it. They might indeed have been orcaaat 
at sea, for it blew bard in the night. The de^ 
had a paddle fastened to his wrist. The body of the 
poor Swede was never discovered. 

In the mean while the crew on the rock we» 
anxiously waiting for tbeir deliverance, vainl; fit 
,ing themselves the rmft had reached the shore, 
harass and tantalize them yet more, a smoke vU 
aeen issuin;^ from t\\e «oiiil&,'N\iSK^'>!i«& a^^sed on ■* 
the signal of llieir comraieft' t^ScV-j. Tte 
^nued, and buoyed u\> ftve "flT6^R\le^. tawi ^^lii. 
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idea that no vessel could yet be obtained' to corns off 
tor tfaeir relief, and tkas liope and expectation being 
still kept alive, they were enabled to support their sink- 
ing bodioB a little longer, tt is wonderful, how far, in 
such circumatances, the e^stence of hope, and the 
elation in consequence, will preserve the body. The 
desponding always sink the first. It does not so 
much depend upon hurdihood of &ame as cheerfulness 
of mind that men combat similar calamities. With 
provisions they might have contrived to exist a good 
while, hut the rock-weed and a few muscies were 
■till the whole of their food : the sprin^^-tides were 
over and they ware safe, but the water falling bwer 
at that time, they were enabled to get at the muscles, 
while afterwards they could come at very few. The 
eoptain at last was alone able to go in search of them 
at low water, but could often not procure more than 
two or three apiece, and was nearly losing the use of 
bis hands by putting them so often into the sea in 
tiie search. His stomach rejected the muscles, though 
he could eat the rock-weed. Several seals had been 
seen upon the rock at their first landing, but, though 
searched for by day and night, they were no more 
discovered. A great many fowls, that used 
on the rock, perceiving the seamen there, kept aloof, 
and thus aggravated the miseries of the people. The 
eapl&in had a brother and a young gentleman 
en hoard who had nevra hetbre been at sea, and 
wholly unaccnstomed to such Viards\i^. Tossj 
bolb noB- reduced to the very \aat cittewiVj . ^iMst 
iraa not scarce, enougli being fouial vn. ^« c**"* 
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of tlie Tock both tmm rnhi and i»dtod no*, bn. » 
the frosty wealbor, they aU ctiLii cd ice, wbii^ ^ 
captain at last carried in lamps add plaead at the 
side of the tent. Their water thej dtank tut of a 
fatier-bom, and handed it to the nek in tbe me 
TOasel. Part of a ^eea hide beii^ tbiowiinptijAB 
•ea fastened to a piece of tbe main yard, die WB 
begged it night bo bronght into the tent, whieh it 
wu accordingly, minced imaU and ealB) wnaiin 

The captain now got the men to open oat Ikt 
rope and junk, and when the weather aDimwd tf ib 
he thatched the tent over with it, and tied it dm 
with rope-yam, that it might the better shelter 
fruan the cold. It proved of great service, as it 
resist several hours rain, and preserve tbe 
from the hitter freezing wind which had cut 
severely. It was also useful for making' bonds. 
wluuh the captain swathed himself at night, 
oir his wet clothes. 

At the end of December, the carpentei 
plethoric man, furty-seven years of age, 
position. complainBd of esces^ve pain 
■tifihcas in his neck. He had been, ill from the 
coming <m shore, lost the use uf his feet, and 
almost choked with phleg;m, which he bod 
to discharge. He seemed drawing near his 
His oomnules prayed over him, and tried to be s 
viceable and to do all they could for him in his 
moments. Though apeec\ii6M,\ie Ais™«iha ww 
sensible, but died in tlia -ki^^vX.. 
Tie Ijody remained iti &e ^«nS- "ov^ '*«' "« 
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when the captain desired those who were yet able to 
assist in the tusk, to remove it, while he went to see 
if he eould find anything to saldafy the general hunger. 
On his return, he found it in the same place. The 
men answered that they were uniibie to remove it ; 
np6n whicli a rope was attached to it, and by 
their united efibrts, with the captain's assistance, it 
was got out of the tent. The exertion having almoit 
nude the captain faint, he went again into the tent, 
where, to depress his spirits yet tnrav, he heard the 
Ben request that they might have the body of their 
Atad comrade ts satisfy their hunger. However 
ihocking to humanity such a request, they were now 
in so deplorable a state, that necessity pleaded in their 
&Tour as the only chance of prolonging their lives, 
TTie lawfulness of the act was merged in the necessity. 
nie first consideration wa« to preserve life, not liy 
Musing the death of a comrade, for he was already no 
mora ; and the step was accordingly taken. The cap- 
tain wasobliged to perform the horrible task; the skin, 
foet, hands, head, and bowels, were separated and 
tbmrn into the sea, and the body quartered, out into 
thin ahces, washed in sea-water, and eaten with lodk- 
weed instead of bread. The captain's stomach loathed 
it; he had prepared the gristly part of the breast, 
aen.ping off the flesh quite clean, of which he ate, 
tst hunger had made him more than once survey the 
Btae ends of hisown flnt;ers with a ravenous eye. .The 
mate and two olhers refused to etA awj ft«.V ivi,>roS. 
ttej' eould bold out no longer lhaTvt\ie'^e"s.'^^«'^^^' 
-wiflii tbey partook with the roat ot tketnTrWiete^w^- 
fclg**B giesdilj' and too gtcat «. c^aa^*3' •;»*=■ 
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the caplain waa forced to carry tlie quarters 
dislance from the tent to an elevated crag where thej 
could not reach, to prevent injury from their ovw- 
eating themselves, and to make the stock of loathsome 
food hold out as long as possible. Each individual 
was limited. An equal portion was served out, that 
none might complain of undue partiality or quutd 
with each other. The native disposition of the poor 
sufferers was ehanged. Their affectionate and peace- 
able temper before was wholly lost. Their eyes woe 
wild and fixed, the expression of their features savage 
and even barbarous. They would obey do order teoni 
the captain, prayers and entreaties produced no effeot 
upon them. Angry words and quarrels took ^ 
place of the resignation they had before shown. ~ 
(bod they were taking made their ulcers worse, 
this was observed of aJl alike. The iat from tlu 
kidneys of the dead carpenter was used as a salve fbp 
their sores, but so eager were they after the flesh, thtf. 
the captain was obliged to keep a narrow watch OVW 
what remained, for had it been too speedily ceo*' 
3 would soon have been hod to 



She raft which had been driven on shore upon tha 
a at length proved tito means of their deliverano^' 
t the poor Swede's hope was fulfilled. Being 
" 6 peo[de on the coast where it had been atrandedl^ 

1 on the second of January in search < 
Wreck, towards tiio -pWe ■«\vence they supposed 
Iwme. Tlie captttiiv, \oo\in% fM.X <A ftie \*n&, ^ 
^approaching the rock »\«M^ ■^05^ -wi-j fema.] 
B joy oE the sviSSsstOTs ■nw-'i ^- "™^ 
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Tlie boat came near the xm'k and anehoted about a 
hundred yards off, owing to the swell of the sea. 
Their anchor coining home, they were again obliged 
to stand off UQtil nuon, when the Hood-tide would 
bring smooth water. The espectation and uncer- 
tainty of their deliverance affected the minds of the 
Kamen very strongly. The captain gave an account 
tf the miseries they were sustaining to the strangerB, 
but did not mention the want of provisions, lest it 
^ould prevent them landing on the rock from the 
fear of being forced by the weather to remain. He 
wpplicated for deliverance, and entreated, if possible, 
to be fiimished with the means of a fire, which with 
great difficulty was efTected by a canoe with one man 
in it. His a^ttonishment at the meagre appearance 
of the captain was such he could hardly speak. Enter- 
ing the tent, he was equally surprised to see the 
diieajdful condition to which the <!rew were reduced. 
The ghastly faces within told a frightful story of their 
sofileringB, wasted as they were to ekeletons. The 
Btranger, aeeing the carpenter's flesh on the rock, ex- 
pressed his pleasure at finding they were not without 
food. The captain kept the truth to his own bosom. 

Materials for a fire being brought by the. stranger, 
they attempted to kindle one, and succeeded with some 
difficulty. The captain now determined to go off with 
the stranger in the canoe, and send for the rest o 
and one. He got into the canoe for the purpose, but 
it was driven against the rock witti violeuce, aiiA 
overset Tleeaplain, being vetv weali.iVi^a'wSB.S^- 
cu/ff saved fropf drowning & secooi litae. "Sa *"" 
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returned to hie wretched cumpaniims. The man is 
the L'onoc, having with difRculty gotof^ rejoined \m 
friends, and the boot alood for the shi>r« nithoul 
them. It ia remarkable that they had great difficult 
in getting back, having lost their boat, and wiUi buni 
escaped to the shore alive. Thus, had the crew <f 
the Nottingham betm with them, &om their malk 
state they must have perished. It had come on to 
blow hard after dark. As soon as they got (o Qb 
land, they sent an express to Portsmouth, in the Pi»- 
catai[ua river, and nu time was lost in seodinf, 
assistance when the weather would allow it, 1: 
nest day proved slortny. The food which tie 
on Ihu rock had an long fed upon was nearly 
sumeJ, and they began again tu despond, for 
fresb water was to be found aa before, 'i 
made in the middle of the tent warmed them 
enabled them to broil their meat. Their fliel 
old ropes cut in pieces, but the smoke overpoi 
them, mitil a hole was made in the top for 

On the following day, they eagerly demandedfllA 
of the captain, who dealt out a little n 
customary, but not aa much as they wished, fbr iW 
would have devoured all if they could obtain it bi 
they not been watched. If the weather contillMt ^ 
bad, the whole would have been deUvared oat '' 
next morning. In tbe night, two of them who 

watch whispered to each other, and one stole o 

tbe teat and retotne^ v\Ui a. fortion of the SA n^ 
although it lay a gooAw^'j o5,Mii.'W-^aa^isgJi."» 
creep on his lumda aai Itneea wei ■&!» ' ~^ 



^ 
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WhOe they were biiaied in broiling the flesh, the 
captain, who had Been them, spratitr up and seized it, 
iafbrining their comrades at the same time. At first 
it was proposed to punish them, but they were suf- 
fered to go free with a severe reprimand. The next 
repast would have flnialied the last of the poor car- 
pentor's body. That night providentiaUy the wind 
abated, and early in the muming the report of a 
musket was heanl, and on looking, a boat was seea 
approaching the rock. It contained two seafkring 
fnends of the captain's and throe men: ihuy hodalso 
a large canoe, and in two hours got all the sufferers 
Oft board. They were obhged to carry almost all of 
Uiem DQ their backs to the canoe from the tent, and 
Itke them from the rock two and three at a time to 
the boat. When in the boat, a bit of bread and a. 
S^aas of wine was given to each of them. They soon 
became extremely sea-sick. They observed that, after 
Ihey had tasted warm nourishing food, they were so 
hungry and ravenous, that, had they not been restrained 
1^ the care of their friends, who stinted them in their 
diet, they muet have destroyed themselves. 

They found that tn'o other vessels had also set sail 

to take them off the rock. It was almost eight 

o'clock in the evening when they got on shore. The 

greatest care was taken of the men, and nurses and 

I Burgeons fbund for them without expense. Twd 

I gentlemen, John Plaistod. Esq., and a Captain Went- 

^^jutth, are said to have been foremost in their bcne- 

^^^^Bfeee toirards the suffereia. 

^^^moftbeciew lost a part o£ \a% iwiV aSva %^««wt 



^^BH6 I81PWBXCXS IX VHX 1 

^^^anihare. The rest preserved their limbs, Imt did i»t b 
Rcover tbor perfect use ; moM of Stem lost toes x ■ 
fingen, though, in other respects, the? recovered tbtii.' 
health. After thev had recovered, (he crew di*- 
per&edi the tnate and two or tfare« others retumcdU 
England. Captain Dean died Biitiah Consul for th» 
ports of Flanders at Osteod, in the year 1761. 

Id the year 1719, the Hudson's Bay Compu^ 
rather reluctantly fitted out an cxpeditioa, al Ai 
suggestion of a Mr. Knight. They were bouEid b; 
tbeii charter to keep in view the search for a notk 
west passage, but they had louf; tost sight of 'Hat 
object in their acquiatiaus from their tcealthy traffic ill 
furs. When they turned a deaf ear to the propoulf 
of Knight, he threatened to lay tbeir neglect befii 
the King's ministers, and actually called upon Hi 
of the secretaries of state for the purpose. The m 
pany grew alarmed, and agreed to fit out two shi 
One was called the Albany, and the other the ^\ 
covery. The first was commanded by Captain Geol^ II 
Barlow, and the other by Captain David VaoghnyL 
The whole expedition was under the directioD <fX 
Knight, who was then nearly eighty years of ifftw 
and who it appears was filled with espectatiom <t 
finding gold and copper, rather than of making di 
discovery of a north-west passage. He was it 
to find out the Straits of Anion, in order to 
gold and valuable commodities to the northwi 
The fillips set Siul, Wt, tiQ l.iain?,4 ■^ere'Wss&.tiS.'lM 
It was iiatarally cotvc\u4fti toa-i 'toi Tienfia-*- 4j 
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B frozen up in some place whence they 
t not get out, had taken up their residence on 
1 their fate, a vessel, called the 
B dispatched, the next year, to seek 
It does not appear whether the commander 
of the Whalehono, named Seroggs, ever made search 
for these unfortunate people, who must huve heea 
alive at the time he was in the north. Reports of 
oippet mines, tides, and the trending of the coasts, 
»ith a view to a north-west passage, comprehend all 
that is known of his voyage ; hut not a word is there 
<i his search for Knigkt and his companions. Whe- 
ther living or dead, tliey seemed no longer worthy of 
notice by the company. Some believed that they 
hod discovered the norlh-west passage, and were gone 
Ihtougb into the Atlantic, whence they would by- 
-and-bye return round Cape Horn. Time destroyed 
these hopes. Knight was forgotten with his crews. 
Nearly half a centiu'y passed away, and oblivion 
aeemed to have buried even their memory. 

In the year 1767, their melancholy fate came to 
light. It is the more melancholy, because, if Seroggs 
in tbe Whalebone had thought of the humane object 
of bis voyage rather than of finding copper or gold, the 
crews of the two ships had in all probability been 
Sftved. In tbe year before mentioned, some boats 
tanployod in the whale-fishery, at Marble Island, 
vhich ties near Chesterfield Inlet in the north-west 
port of Hudson's Bay, stood in shore and found a 
very commodious harbour new ftia b^s>\. wA.. iA 
ike bead of this harltour ttieie -weie ^iflai>ai\fi*a'i.*<l 
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tmith's anvil, and several other artides irhich &e | 
Esquimaux, who inhabit thuge parts, could neitha 
remove nor use. The remainH of a house were fouid 
near the place, and the liulU or bottoois of two th'ift 
vore seen under vroter. Sums of the guns.udlfae 
flgurc-beod of one of the ships, were sent ta Engbnd- 
llr. Heame, the discoverer of the Polar Sea. at te 
estuarf of the river which bears his name, says, dut 
in the summer of 1769, being tlien engaged in > 
fishery at Marble laland, lie saw some Eaquiiun 
and having an aUe interpreter, the nativea 
qucatioaed respecting the fate of these ships, 
of theiQ, a man far advanced in fears, stated, ill 
clear and convincing way, the following facts. 
more melancholy narrative can scarcely bo 
The Esquimaux said, that it was late in 
when the ships arrived, and in moving into the' 
boinr the largest of them received some injury ; 
landing, the crews began to build 
number of persona who came being about fifty, 
winter passed away, and on visiling them agai&i 
soon as the ice was gone, which must have 
in 1720. they were greatly reduced in number, lri| 
those who were ahve seemed very ill. They, 
theless, appeared to be busy, but what they WPi 
doing exactly, the Esqnimaux could not teD. 1- 
seems probable that they were leagthening &d 
largest boat, for, at a short distance from their 
tatJun, tliere iema.uied. \kea,ui I769,a large beq^|i 
oak chips, wliicli m\gKt\iiweflii*ieo's«,(&'Coftt«BB([ 
tion of carpenters in some s^itV-woes^ ""-'' 



km^erluMlsodiminisliedthe number of tlie Bufferera, 
that, when tlie second winter came upon them, only 
twenty remained alive. During that winter, soma of 
SHquimaux rcsideA on the other side of the harbour 
to that where the Engliah house was erected. They 
frequently snpplied it with whale's blubber, train 
Ctl, and seal's flesh for food. The Baqnimaiuc went to 
tiie continent in the spring-, and did not return until 
&e summer, when thej- found only five of the Eng- 
Mi alive. It was now the year 1731. They were 
n such adeplnrablo state of hunger, that th^ eagerly 
seaTa flesh and whale blubber, raw as it was 
to them by the Esquimaux, of whom they 
" it This, after long fasting, most probably 
ed the death of three of them in a lew days, 
yet alive contrived, in their miserable state 
to bury their comrades. These two 
others many days, went to Ihe top 
: neighbouring rock, and were observed to gaxe 
Btly towards the south and east, as if is hope of 
I vessel come to their relief. Scroggs had 
England, and left them to their doom I 
Often, according to the narrator, after continuing a 
conmderable tune on the riKk, they would, on seeing 
BO vessel in the horizon, sit down together and weep 
bittetly. They were the last of fifty brethren in mis- 
fbrtnne. At length one of these two died, and the sur- 
TiTorwas so exhausted, that ho fell down and expired, 
in digging the grave for his companion. The siulls. 
and bonea of these tivo men conVww.ei. imiNe i(cj'sas&. 
near the remnant of their \iouae. 'S^io^'i*'^"*^'^^^'^ 
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Ls supposed to have been the smith or annouier, as 
he was always busy in manufacturing iron into such 
implements as were required by the Esquimaux, pro- 
bably in exchange for the coarse food which thej 
sold to the unfortunate crew. It is impossible for a 
poetical fancy to paint a more melancholy tale of 
human suffering. What must have been the fediogi 
of the two who survived to be the last of the fll-staned 
company, and of him who died in scooping his ftDov*! 
grave ! Perhaps suffering had made them aJknB 
to its own bitterness. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



B year 1 741, the celebrated Russian navi^tor 
]g set sail from the harbour of St. Peter and 
,ul, ill Kamschatka, in two vessels, irom which 
I Q&roed the port. It wbe the fourth of June 
:hej weighed anchor, and on the twelfth they had 
d latitude 46° without seeing land. They had 
learching for the land laid down in the map of 
9, as that discovered by John de Gama, without 
f it : they were convinced it did not exist on the 
here it had been marked, and they proreeded 
;Ii as 50" of latitude with as little 
now determined to steer eastward, towards tlw^ 
can continent. On the twentieth, the 
re aeparaled by a storm, followed by ha«j^ 

On the eighteenth of July, Behring, 
lor the other vessel, discovered the Americas^ 
t, in latitude 58° 33', and in 30° longituds, 
twatscha. Three days before, Captain Tschi- 
irho commanded the second Tessel, had fallen 
same coast, at 56° latitude, and 50° longi- 
Trom Awatscha. He sent on t.baTe lik taa*;, 
id shallop with seventeen men, \a ijMKne. "^i:* 
either tbo one not the oWei e\ei-t*asv«,*- 



l 
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Upon a oonsultatJoi] , in itmaeqiienfl^^l 
it was resolTed to return to KamsL-hatkk. 
the mean time, endearaured to explore ' 
first iav!, and to take in water. 

On the twentieth, they anchored in 
and named a cnpe which projected near tlu 
Cape St. Elias, snd a second cape oppoei 
mogcne. Between these two capea wai 
which, if necessary, the ship might sa 
aiiclunr. Two l>oata were then seat off, 
mine the bay, and the other to find wa; 
of inhohitants were found in their de! 
together with numerous (bneslic impleiBi 
ing to them. Leaving some ttinketB for 1 
on their return, and having taken in wa1 
set gail on the twenty-first of JtUf, detera 
as hif^h at 60° uorth. He fband it in 
advance direct, the coast constantly run 
the south-west. He found himself in 
of i:,knds wliieh bordered the continent, sc 
when he thou^^ht himself clear, he discove 
the larboard and starboard how. He was t 
to drop astern, and find a passage that yi\ 
terin^ great difiiculties from calms and oc 
On the third of September.whiJe stilla 
islands, they discovered some of the inbal: 
made signs for the Russians to come on s 
the latter made signs for them to cam 
»«9el. A hoftt, wifli wxib tciei^ -s^ ^mna 
sent to the heacl\. 't^me o^ ■Co* «nin 
their arriTal on tKe ftV«e. "^^-J '''^ 
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the boat in ruin, but they made constant si(;i»ils to 
the Russians to land. Three of them aucoriiingly got 
out of the boat, one of whom was an interpreler of the 
Tschontsckis. They were well received by the sa- 
vages, hut were not able to understand each other, 
ftsd cooJd only converse by signs. The strangers 
presented whale's flesh to the Russians, the only 
proTiaiiin they bad with them, und seemed to desiie 
the^ would regale themselves. They had been on a 
fitting expedition, as their canoes were drawn up on 
Ibe Aore, hut no females or habitations were seen, 
Ibeir dwellings probably being on the main land. 
Tbey were unarmed. After some other commimica- 
ttODS with the natives, and encouulering contrary 
viuds, they were overtaken by a storm which lasted 
(br seventeen days. So violent was the tempest, that 
the pilot, who had been a seaman, in all parts of the 
Woild, for fifty years, said he had novei witnessed 
(nything like it. Tbey found, though they had not 
htpt up their sails, that they bad been driven back 
to 48° 18' of latitude. The scurvy now bogan to 
appear among them ; hardly a day passed without the 
death of one of the tirew, and hands enough, in 
health, were scarcely leit to manceuvre the vesseL 

In these melancholy orcumstanoes they were in 
doubt whether ic was best, to return to Kamtschatkai 
or endeavour to discover some place on the American^ 
coast where they might pass the winter. Their 
distress, the lateness of the season, the want of water, 
and the distance they were trom ftve^OT^ (,1"?«»r 
pawlowska, appeared to leiii^T &e -wSMiKrai^ '^^ 



America indiBpeneable. The return to Kamtschatka 
waa, however, resolved upon. After discovering ani 
naming eeveral capes and islands, they saw tn 
which, by an unfortunate mistake, they tcok for the 
two first of the Kourile Idles. By this they erred ill 
their reckoning. They in vain took their course to 
the west ; the shore of Kamtschatka remained inw 
tible, and there nas soon no hope, so lato in the sesMllf 
of making a port in that country. Thecrew, notwilb'' 
etanding their sufferings irom cold and contimiat, 
rain, attended to their duty. The scurvy had alrea^ 
GO far advanced, that the steersman was condueteA 
to the helm by two other invalids, who happenej 
still to have the use of their legs, by supporting hi 
under the arms. When he could no longer Bli 
from suffering, he was succeeded by another no betttt* 
able to execute the labour than himself. Thus dit 
the miserable crew waste away into death. TlKJ 
were obliged to carry few sails, for they had not handt 
to reef them, if at any time it should be required; 
and thoy were nearly worn out, so that the slighted 
storm was sufficient to shiver them into threads : in 
this case they could not be replaced from the storeai 
for want of sailors able to bend new ones. The a 
was soon succeeded by snow. The nights now greift 
longer and darker, and the more the danger became' 
imminent, the less able they were to meet it. TH^ 
had now, in addition to their former precautions, to 
guard therasclvea agaVnat s\i\\™x(«U.. The fresfc 
B'Qter on Iward was Ta^id^ iivtitw^wi^- T>»a\SiiEM 
'".the ship became too \uiii ^ot -iki^e^ ■^'Ws'^i 
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Still able to uniiertHke it, and to keep their legs. 
When requeBtai to do their duty, they exclaimed it 
was impossible. Death, which all hailed as the deli- 
verer from their sufferings, camo too slow for their 
deaiiea, though they every moment invoked tt. 

For some days the ship had remained impassive in 
the water, lying as the wind and waves drove her. 
Rigour was of no use exercised on a crew in a state 
of utter despair. At last the officers took another 
, aetbod, and spoke to the men with kindness, exhort' 
iig them, at the same time, not to give up all hope- 
I if being succoured by their Maker, and to use one 
, c8brt fiir the common safety, which might be nearer 
than they expected. By this means some of the 
Crew were roused to another effort, which they had, 
till then, thought impossible. It was on the fourth 
<if November, that tbey again endeavoured to sail to the 
Westward without knowing in what latitude they were, 
*a at what distance Ikim Kamtschatka, but it was the 
only point on which a single hope of their deliverance 
remained. The joy of the crew, when they came in 
aigfat of land, may be conceiveil ; it was about eight 
o'clock in the morning. They attempted to approach, 
but they were still at a great distance, and could only 
see the tops of mountains covered with snow. As 
they drew nearer, night came upon them. It was 
judged best, therefore, to keep out to to aea tmtil day 
appeared, that they might not he exposed to ship- 
wreck in the dark. In the morninu; they found the 
cordage on the starboard side of t\ie NftsaA "to.^^«^ 
way. Tbey could not therefore mawa^'e'flQ.e: ^v^-hm^ 
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longer. A consultation was held. It was ^reed that 
tliei>liipnBaDoloD|;ermaiiageiible, that the nua nu 
much (liminiflUed, and the sickness on board movased. 
The humidity liad been Hucceeded by int 
of «'bic:h the increase was now, from the 
be expected, and life must soon bct^ome insapfott- 
able. It was, therefore, decided, at all risks, to i 
fur the land, to save their lives, and, perliapa. 

The small sails were alone set, from the 
of the mast, after the failure of the cordage. Ths 
wind was north ; the depth of water thiity-«x 
fathoniB, with a bottom of sand ; two hours aftat thef 
found twelve fathoms. They now contrived to gat 
overboard an anchor, and run it out three-quartets of 
a cable's leu^h. At six the cable parted, and tm- 
mendoua waves bore the ship upon a rock, where de 
struck twice, yet, in a moment after, they had 6ft 
fathoms of water. The waves struck the ship wifl 
such violence, that she vibrated through all bs 
timbers. A second anchor was thrown out, and lb 
cable again parted. They had no third anchor readfi 
While they were preparing to let go another, a hugi 
wave lifted the vessel over the rec£ In an initui 
she lay in calm water. The anchor was put out, 
she was safely moored in four fathoms and a half ' 
« sandy bottom, and only about three hundred &■ 
thorns from the shDre. The next morning thi; 
d'scovered that, by a gooi^xavuVeviwi, they had bean 
led to the only Bpotw\ie'ce\1..'fla.%-yftiW«'Sos?H«i' 
have been carried over ttie ni^ cS. raOM..«&' 
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twenty fatltoms diataace right or left of the place 
bigb rocks rose out of tbe sea, against wbith they 
most hare perished during the darkness of the night 

Winterwas now come, and they had not yet set foot 
m shore, where it was necessary for them to choose 
i^ace of refuge. The crew, worn down with fatigue, 
nposed until mid-day, and then the boat was lowered 
with great difficulty. On the sixth of November, 
flie second in command, M. Waxall, landed. They 
feund the coimtry barren, and [K)vered with snow. 
A dear stream of excellent water, not yet frozen, ran 
down from the mountains to the shore. No trees or 
men shrubs were visible. Firewood might be obtained 
ftpm what the sea had drifted on the land, but it 
must be collected from under the snow. Hut or 
ihelter there was none, but they discovered neat the 
banks of a torrent some deep hollows in the sand, 
which they prepared to clear out, and cover over with 
the ship's sails, so as to make a shelter, until they 
OOnld construct cabins of wood. It was accordingly 
RBOlved to take the sick on shore the next day, as 
MOU as places were prepared for them. 

On the eighth of November, they were landed. 
Bone died on being brought up into the air from 
Mow, others in the boat, and some upon getting ashore. 
The bodies of the dead were instantly attacked by 
tain, which came to their prey without fear, as if 
ftoy had never before seen man. They were obliged 
ft) drive these animals away from, the wif^^^a.'iai^eBS- 
tnd bands of which were ma.nK\e4 \>e?<nft •Cwe^ vraSA 
■ iotorred. On the ninth o£No\Bm'o«i,*«'«^>»^ 
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was landed, well secured fram the atmosphere 
placed in a hoUow )iy himself. The sick wt 
brought to the land in a day or two more, hut i 
remarlied that, of all who took to their beds i 
ship, uot one survived. The»e were principally sadl 
as were indifferent to existence, or feared the 
and sucoumhed to it. Their disorder commenced 
with extreme lassitude, which made the person at* 
tacked Epiritless, and indifferent to ovecything. A 
eart of asthma then came on, which was felt oa lfa» 
amollest movement of the body. The person a' 
preferred inactivity, and would rather he down aoddia' 
than move about. Soon after, the limha were struck, 
with severe pains, the legs became iniiamcd, the si 
yellow, the body covered with livid marks, the tei 
loose, and the mouth and gums bloody. In this stato 
life or death appeared to be the same to the patioit^; 
he could but breathe his last sigh. Some of tba 
attacked were ner\-ous, and terrified at the sUghtO^ 
Bound they heard. Others seemed to eat beartilj^: 
and did not think themselvoa in danger. They qui 
their hammocks when they heard the order for g 
on shore,dressed themselves, and believed they bI 
quickly he well. On leaving the interior of the ■] 
and the close corrupted air of the hold, and o 
into the keen atmosphere, they speedily expired. 

Those survived who resisted the complaint si 
as not to take to their beds ; who kept in motioa ^ 
their feet as much as foswhle, eapecialiy i 
succeeded, by natural \ig\iV\\WiaQ'i\cm--?ct.""si &xhv^ 
awsy melancholy fhougbW. 1'ae *Y05=\aiKRa <S. ^ 
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ceaaful resistance to the disorder were moat observed 
in the gfflcets of the ship who were obhged to be on 
deck to look into everything j having hod orders to 
give and duties to execute, so that ttiey were con- 
stantly in action. Tlte captain alone of all the officers 
died. His age and temperament inchned bini to 
ina^vity. He took bis friends at last fur his enemies, 
and some could not come into bis sight on that 
account Inwards the close of his illness. Two of the 
officers took the disease by remaining on board in the 
bad air of the bold, after the crew had quitted the 
. ship, but they both recovered. Behring died on the 
«ighth of December, 1741, an the island which now 
bears his name. He bad a great passion for voyages 
and travels in his youth, and bad seen many parts of 
the world and a great deal of service. He had served 
oader Peter the Great, was made lieutenant in 1707, 
tt&d captain heutenant in 1 710. He was thus a sea- 
man from bis cradle, and was chosen to command 
the expeditions from Kamtscbatka on account of liis 
previous services. He left his name a record to 
the end of time in the straits that separate Asia 
and America. His death was singular. He was 
almost buried before he breathed his last sigh. They 
placed him in the most commodious spot the day 
after the disembarkation of the sick commenced. He 
was borne with great care into a sort of tent upon or 
rather in the sand, and as well secured as possible. 
Every day he detached the loose sand from the sides 
of ^e place where he lay, so l\ial W «ic(ft wsse.i'a!^'''^^ 
&et mth it. Those who al\su4ei totsi ■£«;«'*- '■*- 
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away, but at last he would not suffer Aa 
any mure. He showed anger if it ircte 
and by ilegrees hod so accumulated it abon 
when he died he was half covered. Thoy ' 
near the spot, and the island is his mcn-onu 
iaa name in the charts of all nations. 

Not long after the death of the captain, 
nans saw their vessel wrecked before thei 
was their only means of escape from the d 
in which thoy were wintering. A storm ai 
twenty-ninth of December, the cable sn: 
the ship came ashore almost close to when 
sians were living. In the morning she 
huried eight or ten feet in sand and compl 
tered. The sea had spoiled a great pri 
their remaining provisions. This was a f 
to them, but when they reflected that the 5 
liave been driven out to sea and put an 
future hopes of their escape, they consoled t 
it was no worse, especially as she was throv 
them and high upon the sand, since II 
easily construct out of her wreck a vessel to 
to Kamtschatka when the summer brought 
weather, if they were unable to attempt 

They had now two important objects 
The first was to discover on what part of 
they had been cast. The second to find t 
of subsistence. Olttie "p\icc'™\iEte\VB^ b 
they knew notlung, uo\, ctbh Ts^i^aiist 
isiand or a continent, w^eftieT ^\ietia -at -i 
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9 Otat might prolong life, or whether it contained 
and other animalB for their subsistence. Parties 

acoordiagl; sent out to explore the country, and 
ing bock accounts of tchat they might discover 
MHitd be of uie to them for the exigencies of the 
vine ere"- 

ler an absence of three days one of the parties 
■ned, and stated that they had not perceived the 

trace of men, but tliey hnd eocu a great number 
hat were called in Kamtschatka scB-beavera. 
r had also seen a great number of blue artd white 
1, which showed no signs of fear upon observing 
1. Hence they concluded that the country on 
b they had landed was not inhabited. They set 
^aiu on a journey of discovery more in the in- 
r of the island, and also vith the design to croes 
lounlryto the opposite side from that where they 
come on shore. They found a high hill three or 
le&gues from the sea, and ascending it could sec 
lea both to the eastward and westward of them, 

which observation they had tw doubt they were 
I an island. They found no trees except a few 
WB on the sides of a rivulet. 

aving &US satisfied themselves they were npon 
land, they proceeded to examine what stores and 
iaions had been lefl; them that they could 
They first made a reserve of eight hundrod- 
:ht of flour, which was to serve as sea stock in 
: voyage to Kamschatka, after which they r^u- 
I the daily aUowance of each "peKoo.. ECKoski'^ 
' of the crew had died,tlieiewQ\iiS.«.'A.\«N^^««»- 
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EufTicicnt for their subsistence had there not been j 
tcilil animitls on tlie island to eke out theii stores. 

The flesh of the beavers was hard and striDgj, but 
it answered very well for want of a better and mo; 
nutritive kind. They killed a great number fi 
their skins besides those they wanted to use for food. 
Their furs are so much esteemed, that the Chineie 
give the Russians from eighty to a hundred roubl«| 
a-piece for them at Kiachbu The Russians ct 
nine hundred of these skins during their residenno({ 
the island, which were equally divided among tl 
The surgeon StcUer carried avay tho most pil^ 
having had many presented to him by others for M 
attention to them. Some he bought, or exctungi 
from those who were careless of everything, in Ih 
uncertainty of their safe return, The surgeon iiA 
tliree hundred to liis own shore when they embaiksd 
from the island to return to Siberia. 

In the month of March no more beavers w 
and in their places seals made their appearance. Tit 
ilesh of these animals they found very disagreeoUK 
They were fortunately relieved from the necessityrf 
feeding upon them by kiUing sea-hons, the flesh <t 
which they found excellent. The morse or sea-bon( 
was also taken and served them for food. One I 
these, of eight hundred- weight, was sufficient i 
fifteen days consumption. The flesh was like b« 
and that of the young ones not inferior to the Im 
real. The fat, wluch, lined the flesh to the depth I 
three or four incliea, ferj iinuiixcwadAs^%saV,« 
the Russians used il as a. 4\i!i»'w!wXR'isn.Va.>.\Kt. "^ 
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filled aeverol hogsheads with the flesh, which the^ 
ulted, as part of their provisions for their future 
voyage. 

A whale came on shore during the winter near 
their habitation, and heing short of other food at the 
time, they cut out the blubber in square masses, and 
boiled it to separate the oil, which they ate. On the 
commencement of spring, a second whale was cast on 
shore in the same way, and then, rejecting the stale 
taeat, they supplied themselves with that which was 
more fresh. Such was the nauseous food to which 
they were obliged to have rccoursB for their prcser- 

Wbea the enow began to melt in the month of 
Uarch, 1 742, these unfortunate men began t^ think 
of some means of return. They were forty-five in 
^lumber, living in a state of perfect equality, and each 
delivered his opinion and supported it with somo 
varmth. The chief officer, M. Waxalt, managed the 
consultation with much address. He did not attempt 
to combat so many conthcting opiuions, but defeatuig 
one and then another by different arguments, he con- 
trived to obtain the rejection of such as he deemed 
worthless. In conjunction with one of the other 
offioers, he then proposed that the old vessel should 
be pulled to pieces, and a new one constructed of a 
Hie to carry th«ra all, and sueh provisions as might 
be necessary. Thus they would noneof them be separ 
rated, and in case of any new misfortune occuirisv^,^ 
ottbem wouicimeet it togelhei. 'E\iis>^\n.'ci."B'»s>^S!asi»- 
moi^y adopted, and the crew Bigncia4»;\«aittvA'3^^S^ 
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fying their assent. It was now th« begu 
the month of Apnl, a favouroUe time to oo 
operations. All took their share in the wot, 
entire montb was employed in breaking tjptt 
for mawrials to build the new vessel. 

Three Russian carpentsra hod died si 
arrival on the island, uiid there was not one 
Coeeack of Siberia, named Sawa Slaradonhi 
hod worked in the yard at Okhostk, itfferei 
Btruct the vessel if the proportions were giver 
He succeeded in laying down the new ship, 
considered of such importance as mcll as il 
tlittt he was rewarded on his return by being 
to the rank of Sinboiorskoy, the lowest d 
nobility in Russia. 

On the sixth of May they began to constr 
new ship. It was forty feet long by thirtei 
At the beginning of June, it was ready for ; 
up, the frame being complete. It had but i 
and deck, a cabin was built on the poop, and 
ingplace in the forepart of the vessel: itbadfbi 
fcr ours on each side. Many things were at 
ing, but they nevertheless proceeded to ( 
planks that tlie ship might be got ready 
They iixM care to construct a boat to aceompi 
vessel, capable of holding nine or ten peraoni 

They launched their vessel on the tenth of 

and called it the St. Peter, after the ship out 

she had been buill. 1\is sV*. a^4. \iattwori 

old vessel they eTQ'[Aoye4to'c'Wiss*.mftia-c 

Weather was fortviT\?AQ\Y cAm to wt. 4s 
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vhich time thef got in the mast and rudder, bent the 
ioib and took in their proTisions. Their vessel drew 
5ve feet water. All having embarked, they set sail 
the sixteenth. They cleared the rocks by the aid 
jf their oars, and continued to row until tbey were 
iboot three leagues at sea, when they hoisted their 
with a alight breeza from the north. They 
1 that their ship sailed and worked as well as if 
ilie had been built by able workmen. On the 18th, 
faey had a strong gale against them troia the south- 
rest. The fear of a siorra made them fling a part of 
lliear ballast overboard. On the twenty-fifth, the; 
jMmte in sight of Kamtsrhalks, entered the bay of 
jtwatsoha the next day, and on the twenty-seventh 
Uiohored in the port of Petropawlowska. 

The joy of the unfortunate crew may be conceived 
tipaa finding an abundance of provisions which had 
been left for them by Captain Tschirikov, who com- 
■Bssded the St. Paul, their old consort. They also 
ftnmd excellent apartments, and wintered once more 
IB B place of security. In May they re-embarked, 
and sailed to Okhostk. M. Waxall, the chief ofGcer, 
n&ched Jakoutsk, and remained there during the 
winter. In October, 1 744, be arrived at Jeniseisk, and 
fbiuid Captain Tschirikov there, who had received 
eiders to remain, until the Russian government bad 
come to some resolution relative to the expeditions &om 
Kamtschatka, and M.Waxall remained with him. In 
1749, Tschirikov was ordered to St. PetatahiH^, aoi 
M. WaxuU succeeded to the coDunoiui Ql\«jCD.N«a»Sa. 
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which he nftcrwards, in 1749, conducted to 
burg HI CDinmander in chief. 

In the yoai 1 743. Jeremiah OklodnikoS', of 
vinco or Yougovie, in thegovErnment of Archt 
Russia, fitted out a vessel for the Greenland 
fishery, having a crew of fourteen hands. I 
destined, in the firat instance, for the shores c 
bergen. For eight days, BuccesBively, aAer 
sail, they had a fair wind, and proceeded nj 
their voyage. Upon the ninth, the wind chai 
that, instead of making the coast of Spitxbe: 
they cspecled, they were driven eastward ft 
days, and at length found themselves near a: 
called by the Ruasians Maloybroun. When 
three versts, or about two English miles, thi 
was suddenly surrounded by ice, and the i 
alarmed at the danger of their situation, 
Himkof, the mate, recollected hearing ths 
of the inhabitants of Mfsen had, a few years 
erected a cabin a short distance from the sea, 
they bad passed the winter. The crew agr 
consequence, to winter on the island if the 
find the place, as their danger in the ship wa 
moment increasing by the acciunultttioa of 1 
Four persons wore sent out to see if they con 
the httt, and to report in what slate it migh 
present. The mate, Alexis Himkof, Iwsa I 
Stephen Scharapot, a.Tift. T&wAwa Wftwgai 
rejected to go acioaa Vi>» "wa^w 'CiatT=V«*^ 
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were about two miles of ice between them and the 
shore. They took with them a mustct, a powder- 
horn, with twelve charges and as many balls, an axe. 
a kettle, twenty pounds weight of ilour, a knife, a 
tinder-box, and tobacco : and each having; his irooden 
pipe in his mouth, they set off. Tb« Iboling was dan- 
gerous, consisting of loose piedls. of ice, driven in 
heaps by the wind. They reached the shore in safety, 
Uid discovered the hut still standing, about a mile 
and a half Irom the sea. It was in length thirty- 
ax feet, eighteen broad, and eighteen high, and was 
fbimed into two chambers. It had suffered much 
fiom the weathor, but it was a habitation which they 
eftteemed themselves fortunate in finding entire, 
Tbey passed the night in it, intending, on the mor- 
row's dawn, to carry the news to their comrades. 

Morning came, and they set off to communicate 
tiieir success to those on board tbeir ship, intending 
toget out such stores and necessaries as might enable 
ibSTa to winter in comfort. What was their dismay 
and surprise, on reaching the place where they had 
fiome OD shore, to find the ship was not to be seen ! 
All around was the sleep of death ; the reign of 
frost had yielded to the waves again. There was now 
an open sea. A violent wind, which blew in the 
night, had driven off the ice, and the vessel had either 
gone to the bottom, or was driven by the current into 
the Northern Ocean ; a thing not unusnal in that 
latitude. In short, they saw tbeir comrades no more, 
sad ttere ignorant of their fate, 
Kieso uuiortunate men wete <i»K i^^w^^'^'^ 
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lu^ of quitting the ielsnd, and letumed tidl otdit- 
in&y to their solitaiy hut. Their fitst atteDtion ma 
ilinwted to providing for their subsistfncc, nod lo re- 
pairing their house. The twelve charges of powder 
ihey had with them prorured them as msiiy lan- 
dcer, of which thqre were great quantities oO Qh 
istand. The ctevidfc which lime and weather tad 
made in their hut they filled up with tnoEs, Tbef 
repaired it easier, having been accustomed toIftbauriB 
the like work at homo. The Russians &re gestoBj 
well versed in the use of carpenters' tools and bndi- 
erall labour. 

No vegetablea grew on the island, nor were M? 
trees or shrubs produced in that high latitude. Huf 
Ibund on the sea-shore, to make' up for ibi* de4- 
cicncy, a quantity of wood from the wrecks of 
and whole trees wilh their roots, which had driAil 
from more hospitable shores. They also found sejei 
bits of iron, some nails of a good length, 
and other thin|;g in boards, which the aei 
up. They also met with the root of & 
and almost fashioned by nature into tl 
bow. With their knives they completed the ■ 
but still found the string and arrows wanting, 
now made two lances to defend themselves 
the arctic bears. The iron hook they fashioned into 
K rude hammer, by widening a hole it had near tb> 
middle with a large nail. A pebble served them ftf 
an anvil, and a coup\e o^ ium-'Wmafcitauga. WMk 
these rude toola tliey ^aaVioutsa. ^»t> «v*«^-'- 
wbieh they tied fast ■mil.\».\Vtott«* ^a 'S'^" «* 
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id BtK»ig aa their purpoBe required. With 'these 
^ventured to attack a white bear, and after a. dan- 
fous combat succeeded in killing it. By this means 
ty obtained a tiesh supply of provisions of ^;ood 
ite, and the tendons being divided served for strings 
tlieir bow. They forged sooie bits of iron into 
irp points for arrow-heads, and nith these addi- 
oal weapons were better able to obtain food. 
uing the timo they abode on the island tbey killed 
less than two hundred and fifty rein-deer and a 
Bttt Bumber of blue and white foxes. The tleGh 
rved them fur food and the skios for clothing. They 
ly killed ten boars, the combat being always dan- 
rous, from the strength and tho ftiry with which 
B animal resisted, and even attacked the Russian;. 
nly one was killed intentional^', the others were 
lin in attempting to enter their but to devour them. 
ime of these were easily driven off or intimidatud. 
It tbe Russians were continually in fear of btiing 
mnired. This apprehension was one of tho must 
infijl circumstances of their miserable exile. 
Their fuel would not allow them, even in so incle- 
ent a climate, the comfort of a constant Gre ; they 
sre therefore driven to the necessity of drying a por- 
)ll of their meat in the open air, and then hanging 
up in the smoke of their hut. Thus prepared, it 
IS used as bread with their fresh meat, which they 
sre compelled to devour half raw. This kind of 
kU though coarse, was not Ukely to be productive 
scarry; j-et this terrible scoargaa.'tNftvi.'f^a-^-^a'^**-^ 
an. Iwaa Himkof, wlio\iai&eNe.x!i. ■«««•* '"^^^^ 
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iifebcencompelled to winter in the same high latitude, 
rccommendod his companioDS to swallm Lheii food in 
small pieces, to drink the blood of the rein-deer as it 
flowed warm froiQ the ammal, and (o ga.ther and eat 
as much Bcurvy-grasB as possible. Those who fol- 
loiveil this advice found that they escaped the bor- 
der ; but one of their number, Weragin, who vn 
naturally of an idle, indolent temperament, an^ 
averse from drinking the warm blood, was soon diiCB- 
vered to have the disorder upon him, and he pHWd 
mx years in acute suffering. At length he could not 
sit upright, nor raise his band to bis nu)Uth. Hi* 
companions were obliged to attend him like minel 
attend an infant, up to his last momenta. 

When they saw the faint beams of the expiring 
summer sun take their departure from the landscqi 
of dusolation around, their hearts sunk. The lot; 
darkness of winter, in so high a latitude, was douMl 
distressing to them. They set about puxzling thak 
inventive faculties to supply themselves with a batf- 
They had noticed a species of clay in the island, rf 
which they imagined they might uonstruct what tb? 
wanted, and they thought they had succeeded; M 
the clay absorbed the grease or animal-fat which tb^ 
tised, and it ran through in spile of every means thef 
could devise to prevent it. A bit of twisted lilMI 
aoned them for a wick. To remedy the defect 4 
leakage, they constructed a second lamp, and dryinf 
if in the air, thej \ieate4 \\. -rci-tiA, and then dij^xl 
■it in their kettle, in -w^iicV toe'j \«A. -?i«^Ysa&^ V" 
some flour down to Vbe M>QW.\eac» •* tfjajSi, 
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now filled it, and found, to their inexpressible joy, that 
it answered their object very well, and held the fat as 
they desired. They then made two or three more 
lamps, to afford theiu a supply in case the Arat should 
be broken. Pieces of junk, tlirown ashore from wrecks, 
Berred them for wicks when they had no hnen, 
sad hy this means they kept up a constant light. No 
wont of life, except food, could be less dispensed with 
during an arctic winter. Year after year their raise- 
table lamp cheered their inexorable darkness and 

Their garments were soon worn out, and a rnothod 
of supplying the deficiency becaiffle peremptory. They 
hud secured the skins of the rein-deer and foxes they 
had taken to sen-e for bedding. It was necessary 
to diesa those designed for clothing, and to take off 
the Air. This they succeeded in effecting by soaking 
the skins in woter until the hair came off. drying 
them, and then saturating them with the fat of the 
rein-deer. The skini were thus rendered soft and 
flexible. Needles Ihey had none, hut from some 
nails they picked up in the timl>er washed on shore, 
they formed a slender wire, one end of which they 
llatlened and pierced for an eye. They made threads 
of the fibrous tendons of the rein-deer, and thus 
sewed together their jackets and trousers for summer, 
of leather without hair. Their winter dress was a 
gown or cloak of fur, with a hood, put on over ths 
other. The immediate wants of life supphed, their 
minds were directed to ftie mtt^BmJwSi^ ^es»5i»&. 
Qf spending the residue ottteu\w«aott«>>^ ■*■**** 
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One of tbem inust survive the r«st to die in a iiu3»- 
rahle solitade, either of fomine or by the beais, in csM 
he should b« too weak to help himself. Alexis Him- 
kof was married, and the recollection of a «i& and 
three childreii, whom he might never again briuU, 
was ever present to hia mind, cwldiag a poigtume; U 
his sufferings, of which the others were not pLrtakenk 
The short summers came aud went, and h» bsw Pit 
his famil)' ; while the dreary wintara only deep^Mj 
the horrors of his situation, by the rellection thai, ntk 
their preseuce, the cold anddarkness might be endnnd. 
Rein-deer, foxes, and bears were the only ialultt- 
tAUts they observed in the island. The usual btidl 
of the high latitudes were seen in summer. Snli 
were in great plenty; but fi»h they could not caldi> 
and the beats preyed upon all the sc&b that ouiH 
vilhin their reach, dead or alive, together with tit 
flesh of the whales that oflen came on the chM 
lifeless. Of vegetables the island woa totally destitiM 
■curvy'grass and moss excepted, for the rocks a^ 
mountains lifted their summits towards the clondli 
encased in ice and snow from the ba»e. RivuteU d 
very pure water were found in summer, flowing den 
in considerable streams. Their situation waa otw<( 
great loneliness and suffering, notwithstanding they N 
well supplied their more urgent necessities. Tlu} 
were cut off from the society of mankind, perhaps kt 
met. Tlie smile of woman existed not foe than;; 
«reo nature her^ilf ^»»e aii aii^eet more that of t 
I«ieotless foe than oS a.\iewNiJiftv«. «i^ sx£iu!^ -ik 
rant. The sun, fct eight iBanA'Qa <fi. S»s. Twa 
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for the most put obscured, or alto^elher invi- 
sible ; while the othet four months his rays blazed, 
during twenty-four hours, with intoierabie heat and 
iplendour, nheeling his course tounil an entire circle 
in fhe heavens. The beautiful Aurora Borealts 
cheered the eye in the depth of winter, but the seve- 
- rity of the cold nullified the giatificatioE of gazing 
* upon ita flickering coruscations. Long weeks of cloud 
: aitd total darkness intervened, with incessant snow, 
I to that neither moon nor stars were visible. The 
climata seemed not to be created for other than the 
wild and savage bears which tenanted it. 

Kenrly six years of this dreary sojourn had passed 
■way when Theodore Weragin, who bad lingered ao 
long of disease, died, and thus terminated tlie excru- 
cdating pains he had suffered. His companions, who 
had attended him with brotherly sohcitude, were 
deeply struck at his decease. Their hearts were 
affected as well for the living as tbe dead. They 
were cme less, and while all wished to follow him who 
was now past mortal suffering, each hoped to be the 
next, and dreaded to 1>C the last. It was winter when 
Weragin died. They dug a grave for him in the 
snow, snd covered up the body as well as they were 
able, lest the white boars should deiour it. 

That winter passed away, but the death of their com- 
lade did not pass away with it. They still felt appre- 
hensive for their future position, and each expecting 
demth on the island ultimately, was filled with anxiety j 
kgt bia comrades should paaa owwj NySwisi ""k^^ J 
Tb^were in this mind m iu^at, M^a, -^Mnk* 



Russinn vessel unexpectedly mada its (tppearanca. 
It was on the tifteeDlh of the moDth. She proved to ti« 
the property of individuals who had gone to trade at 
Archangel, ond theaoo proposed to go and iriii- 
teir in Kova Zembla. Owing to contrary winds, they 
determined to winter at West Spitzbergen, wiVaA. 
of Nova Zembla; and driven towards what it called 
East Kpitzbergen, arrived directly opposite the rn- 
dence of the Russians. They saw the ship, and \igtt- 
ing Hreson tlie hills, atid making signals, veKob' 
served, and the people on board, thinking they mnlnl 
assistance, came to an anchor. The joy of the Bvi- 
sians was beyond bounds. Tliey agreed with ik 
master of the vessel for a passage to Russia, fotwludl 
they promised him eighty roubles, agreeing abolii 
work their passage. They carried oCT with tbemtm 
thousand weight of rein-deer fat, a vast many sliiiii 
of rein-deer, foxes, and bears. They took away iD 
their rude tools aud weapons, their needles, uri 
olothes of skins ; and, after being six years and thM 
months in tlie irightful soUtude of this polar isteod, 
they reached Archangel, September twenty-flnb, 
1749. On landing tliere, the wife of Alesis Hinikof 
chanced to be iii sight ; she recognized her husbtndi 
and ran, so overwhelmed with joy at the sight, tD 
embrace biro, that she fell into the water, and M 
very near being drowned. They landed in excellcit 
health; but could not accommodate themselves to tllV 
food of their counU^mcTv, ^itBd.'Ktts sodistaslef^ 
to them, they would no*. \oiw^ vi., viat wjiA. ««"'" 
brought to drink &uvX\miS \o&'B«ta. -Toaw 
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were slaves of a Russian count nimed Schanalow, to 
whom the whale-fishery belonged by a crown grant 
Two of them were sent from Archangel to Peters- 
burg. Alexis Himkaf, aged forty, and Iwan Him- 
kot went to that city to gratify the inquiries of tlie 
curious, and took with them their island clothes and 
instruments- At PeterBbure, their story was taken 
tlown in writing, and was aftenvards very widely cir- 
culated throughout Eui'ope. 

The place of the sojourn of these men was some- 
where between 76" and 81" of latitude, which has of 
late years been much frequented by whalers ; and 
some parts are very well known to the masters of our 
Hull vessels, though the pi-ecise spot where the Rus- 
rians spent their weary time is not so easy to dis- 
cover, their description applying as well to Spitz- 
bergen generally as to an island on its shores. The 
neglectof the mostobvious precautions by those who 
Srst attempted to pass a winter in the polar regions 
well accounts for the disastrous consequences that 
enauad, as the residence of these men shows. 

A Russian vessel, in which Simeon Novikoff, of 
Yakutsk, and Iwan Bacchoff, who were in the em- 
ploy of Iwan Shilkin, sailed, in the year 1748, down 
the river Anadyr, in Siberia, nutil fliey reached the 
Ma, which consumed nine days. Tliey were tossed ' , 
about some time at tho mouth of the Anadyr; and, 
after visiting a small river called the Katirka, the , 
baaka of which are inhabited. \)^ \\ift ^'Sw^fca-.'^'oa ] 
«« tributary lo Russia, ihey dQutAei t^'a&.^-l*-^'**'* 



and at length reached Behring's island. There dwy 
lay nt anchor for sis weeks, until the thittiefo it 
October, when a sudden storm dashed their vossel to 
pieres. The crew were preser,-ed, and thej imnie- 
diolely began a search for the wreck of Behring' 
vesEel, which had been lost there in 1741. They 
found some timlier and drift-wood, and built them- 
selves o Bmall boat, only about seventeen Rqsbiui 
elts in length, and in this they ventured to Btt id 
search of an unknown island to the north-east, lAicb 
they imagined they had seen. They found no Ismi 
where they conjectnred it lay, and then shaped tiKS 
course for Copper island, which the Russians eaU^ 
Mednoi, lying no great distance to the west of B^ 
rinQ:'s, and thence sailed for Komtschatka, whichti^ 
did not reach until August, 1749, 

They called their new vessel, or rather boab ll* 
Capitan, and presented her to their employer ShilkiOi 
whose ship they had lost, together with the priTibp 
annexed to it, of trodinjf to the Aleutian islands. 

A few years afterwardt Shilkin himself set niL 
together with a Cossack, who was employed to cdl«rt 
tribute for the Russian government. There m» 
twenty Russians, and the same number of Kamtscfai- 
dales on board. They were driven hack a short tin* 
after they sailed and ran the ship on shore, loaillK 
the rudder and one of their men. This detatnil 
them until the following season, when they again tt 
snji withactew of t.\i\tt^--n\jwivtiM\. They ^roceedol 
first to Behring's isVawi, fatno ■«\;\ao. ■Ctojei \b,' 
two men who had beeu ft\ii¥'K\ceaK&'Cw£»,\«a 
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of the crew of a, Russian ship which had touched to 
trinter at the island, in a. Yoyage to the Aleutiui 
isles. This ship was commanded by a captain 
Darned Kraasilnikoff who proceeded ou his voya^, in 
August, 1754. It appeared that, on the tenth of that 
tDonth, he came in sight of an inhabited island, where 
: the number of persons who appeared on the shore 
prevented him from landing, and he was obhged to 
make Copper island in great distress for want of 
vster ; ho procm-ed it there, and again set saiL He 
was driven back by a violent Btorni, and wrecked. 
The crew were saved, and they contrived to preserve 
a good many things out of their vessel. While thus 
oompelled to remam on the island, three of the crew 
ivere drowned, several died of want, and lo add to 
their miseries, a high tide in the month of December 
washed away all the stores they had saved, and the 
timber they had collected irom the wreck. In the 
ensuing spring they reached Behring's island in two 
small boats, and, e:icept the two men who were found 
there by Shilkin. were taken off to Kamtschatka by 
difiennt vessels. 

Shilkin sailed from Behring's island, in August, 
1758, and after encountering much bad weather, 
reached the nearest of the Aleutian islands, which 
lay to the southward, and then proceeded to a second 
island farther off. He then sent a boat on shore, 
which was attacked by a numerous body of the inha- 
httaata, so that the crew could with difficulty esca^ 
to their vessel, where another AangM ^^■sW^fessisi. 
arose, and the wa^aa Y\mssta^'^^'*i^ *'*' 
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ship quickly parted from her anchor, und drme 
out to GeB. The weather wb thick and haey. and 
Dot knowing irhither they drove, the vessel wat 
wrecked on an island very near that where (hey bad 
just before been so inhoipitably recrived, Tfae crew 
saved themsKlves with great difficulty, but were only 
aide to secure their annsj everything besides bang 
lost with the ship. TUoy were scarcely on shore vbea 
they were attacked hy the inhabitants from theoeigb- 
bouriDg islands, in great numbers. The Russb 
were in the greater danger from their miaerable cc 
dilion. Buttering from ctdd and wet, and manyoftliaii 
incapable of acting on the defensive, from exhaiutiot. 
Fifteen of tliem, however, were able to use tlini 
arms, and boldly faced their enemies, advancing n 
solutely towards them. A Russian, who imdeisW 
something of their languagCj endeavoured to parlej 
with them unsuccea&fuUy. The nativvB ab) 
did not seem daunted, and discharging theif fytlti 
wounded one of the Rus^ans, upon which tha ^ 
&rcd, killed two of the islanders, and forced tlw f^ 
mainder to retreat. Fresh bodies of the natiyM q 
peared, but they did not renew the attack en ll 
Russians, and soon after left the island. ' 

They were now free from their savage foea, tt^ 
their sufferingBwereBcarcelyyetbegun. UnshellenJ! 
esposed to the winter's cold, and all the extremity it i 
hunger, incredible to state, they hved &om the »tet1) 
oi" September to ftie l'«ciit>j-'L'Dii4Qf A^rfl. They Ind J 
no food all this time \i\A ww^ ^a -Cdstj «»•-■*■ ■ 
picked up on the a\w>te. SW4-&*X vre «»!» 



POLAR AND NORTHERN SEAS, 283 

Eciaped out of the earth. Pieces of leather, woEhed 
ashore from the wreck of their vessel, were eagerly 
devoured. No less than seventeen of their numbar 
died of hunger, and if the dead body of a whale had 
not beenuaston the beach,they must all have followed 
the fate of tlicir comrades. Another winter they 
were doomed to pass upon this miserable island. 
They contrived, in the beginning of the summer of 
1760, to corapbte from the wreok of their vessel 
ft smaller one in which they set sail. But they had 
not got out of the vicinity of the Aleutian Islands, 
when they were again shipwrecked, and lost every- 
thing. Out of forty-one persons, only tliirteen, a 
yeai afterwards, reached Kamtschatka! 




CHAPTER XI. 

LiM litlhe SI. LawiHicE, USD. 

Thb ice, oecftsionally, sots in very eartj in the rtva 
St. Lanrenee, tmd when that it the cas«, the DMigi- 
tion is reodered more dangerous. The St. La#- 
rence. a brig bound to New York, sailed tWnn tfai 
basin of Quebec on tlie eeventeenth of NovombK 
irSO. with several BritiBh officers on board. OMrf 
these, was Ensign Pronties, of the S-ith teginMDt, 
being charged with despntohes to Sir Eenty CliOMft 
The ship went down the same day to n harbour, ealkd 
St. Patrick's Hole. Another vessel was in coxapaaf, 
a schooner, having a duplicate of the dcspMriuBbr 
Now York. 

On the twenty-sixth of the month, the St.X«r- 
renceand her consort reached the Brandy Pot Ifllndi, 
about fbrty leagues below Quebec, where tbef me 
obUged to cast anchor. The weather was very «old, 
and the St. Lawrence so leaky as to requue a pomp 
to be constantly kept going. As soon aa they conU. 
proceed on their voyage they set sail again, and soOl 
made the Island of Antioosti, near tho mouth of tbt 
St. Lawrenoe. The wind again set in contrury.sni 
they were obliged to beat on and off between Iha 
isiand and the fihoK f<n f^ui da^B. The leaks in the 
vessel increased, atli ftiwj Wttb faroA.^u'aBi^^M 
pumps at woik. day aii4 liv^^.. T^ ■^a^-w^tsit 



^pidwrlf than she bad been befsra, and the 
tgta to tana bo fast around hex. tbat thej- were 
edto clear it awar lest il should accmnuUte, and 
azen together. Ibe seamen were not expert, and 
«thei not equal to do tbe work of the veasel at 

B. oiisifi. The master was constantly intozi- 
1 in his cabin, and yet every moment the benefit 
ruimni unity of experienoe was more oecetsary. 
le wind being to the westward <m the twenty- 
Ill, they sailed down the gulf with two feet water 
nard. Tbe wind increased until it blew a gale, 
the first of Decen^r, the crew, overcome with 
ue and the seTerity of the cold, refused to work 
longer at the pumps. Tbe leak was gaining 
L them. The water was now fwir feet in tbe 
I ud the sailors declared they were indifferent to 
' &te, as tbey preferred going to the bottom to 
inoessant fatigue, wlum it could not be of the 
Jest avail to save them. Their labour, from the 

they aet soil, had been excessive, and matters 
uw raacbed such a pitch, that they could hardly 
, by any chance, to save the vessel, even if a 

remained of their own Uvea. By earnest en- 
!, and giving tlieni a pint of wine each man, 

a stock which Ensign Prentios ,had brought on 
1 with him, they were with diSiculty persuaded 
ett themselves, saying that whether the ship 

or not was of no consequence to them. Though 
lelay had been short at the pumps, the water 
■ncreased o foot in a q\iar\fi[ cS. la. 'Wai. "^^sa 
I tujcouraged by the wvn,e>'mt:fl'i^w»i*''^*^**'*^ 
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the ntut ta Oree imt The oMptain KtiU remamed 
in bMcnbin. The gale iiiorewed, snd tbe iaetbraed 
so thitUf on the Tcssele eiila as to binder her jtm- 
gKta throaiili the waler. Additioiial lab«uc «m 
Inquired to cleat it a<r»y, wtucb the companiicn 
bowd nere iU able to execute, and the leak ff 
upon theo). 

The Teasel which bad set sail at the Njns 
with tbe St. LawKQce vas in as bad a state aa 
ihip. haTing struck OD a rock at the laland of Cpo- 
dre*, fh)ni the caielcasneu of tbe pilot. Heavj s) 
fell, and it wu vilb tbe utmost difficulty tbe iti^ 
could keep in sight of each other. A gua was 
evtiry half hour, lest they should part company. .M 
length no answer came from tlie acliooner. She hid 
gone darn with every person on. board. The gale 
increased, tho sea ran high, and it was impossiliic ,, 
to see twenty yards ahead of the I'essel from. i1b i^ 
faUing of the snow. The water had risca to five fen H 
in tbe hold, owing to the fatigue of Iha cr«w. Hi 
mate judged that the ship was not far frots the V 
dalen Islands, which he in the middle of tbe gulf.rf 
St. Lawrencii. These are moglly a cluster of lodo. 
M.iny of tlio Tocka are under water, and rer; da» 
geroua to navigation. They are always avoided it 
fo^gy weather, though when it is fine seamen lib 
to make them. The opinion of the male was vdl 
founded ; about two hours after, a rocky islatid. ol 
of the numhei calltA Ike \)tt*aaaa.'\, I'jing fiirthelt 
of the group to the ^BsWMi, -flMa wwso- -aeiw — ^ 
(lie lee of tbe ahi^. aivi it ■waa V'Sa ^«iS. * 
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tirtt "ffle poiirt ijntJ was Weattiored/ The " vessel was 
ilO*' hardly SftTe, tor there wera numerous islands and 
tWks near;' the snoir nasfalliag tliick, yet thej had 
ibs good fortune, nonrithstanding. to escape them all. 

, -''Their anxiety while passing, and their joy when 
^(^bad shot by them, were both very great. The 
orew, overcome with cold and fatigue, took fresh heart 
tttsin having escaped such, imminent dangers, and 
beKeVmg Providence waa favourable to them, they 
COntSniied to exert themselves, ' Wine waa also 
derved out to them occasionally, which was of great 
^rvice. The gale gtill continued, the sea nmuing 
Tety bigh, BO that they were apptehensive of the 
jtem being beaten in. This happened on the fifth 
of' January, when the sea struck the qnarWr, stove 
iri *he dead lights, filled the oabin, and washed the 
Aiaster o»t of bed, where he had skulked ever since the 
ftinimBncemelit of the storm. It was row discovered 
thbt the shock was of a most serious nature, for the 
stebi post had been started by the violence of the sea, 
and' the leaks increased. It was ia vain they at- 
tempted to stop them with Leef cut intu small pieces, 
the water poured iti faster than it hud ever done 
before. The crew, finding their labour ineifeclual, 
abandoned the ship to its fale in dtsipsir, and would 
putnp no longer. An attempt was, indeed, made by i 
tfaem once afterwards to use the pumps, and endeavour J 
to keep the water under ; but it was found they were I 
choked up with ico, and frozen so wnicl\, &■». \Wi I 
irere qtute useless. The VB5ae\m a.^iVdsi'usaaS&sAj 

With water, bat did not Bint, tUoii^'a. 'S^ «»"*^'^«^ 
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opected her every tDomeiit to go to di9V| 
fact she did sink much deeper in 
before. They now recollected she \na la 
lumber, which immediately accounted for th 
stance of ber keeping afloat. Hiipe of pri 
now sprung np afresh in the bosoms of the 
they could make the island of St. John, or m 
near it, all might yet be well. They gtecre 
before the wind Co prevent oversetting, 
there tras difHcully in doing this, becausi 
washed clean over the decks. It was nee 
possible, to preserve the boat, as its loas wa< 
stnh circumstances, a terrible misfortune. 1 
was'on the deck, and being clear of water, i 
tolerable shelter. The mail at the belm ' 
fast with a ropo, to prevent his being carr 
board. In this way they drove before the 
gome time, the violence of the gnle stiU i 
Tlie supposition of the captain was that 
oould he no great distance from the land ! 
posed they must be near the Island of St , 
tween the Magdalen Islands and the Out i 
TOey were, therefore, in hopes of being ahl 
the ship on shore, on some sandy part of tl 
and thus save their lives. Tliis hope was ' 
by the oapEBin*B statement, that the north 
of the island, where they then must be, was 
fmued reef of rocks, and that there was bul 
bouT, which was on tt\e o^ffosrtB ^^\n*^b4« 
tie vessel then dro\e. Sot ».\«o%*ai 
Waves Were shorter *wa \irfote,'SfiA.>i^ 
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1^ at Bpproacbiiip the land, Gulla, too, were Haen, 
andothcF birds Hying abcut; a. sure evidenoe that 
tbese conjectures ivere not iUfauuded. Itwaanowcoii- 
dudod they were running rigkt upon tie formidable 
nx^ of Bt. John. 

The ship vas under a cloHe reeled fare-top«ail, yet 
she had grant way tlirough the water. They did not 
TepUre to U[ifurl more cunvass, and, indeed, had tlie^ 
done BO, their aaib would have baen rent in'the'storal. 
Tbe fwe-topsatl wns new, and sU»)d tho wind entiie. 
TlU9 eetptaia wished to keep the ship off the bnd, and 
to brin^ her hi for that jiuj^se ; but the m»te and 
He. Preniies opposed the measure, tWaiing ^o would 
marset ia (ite attempt, and showed that, if' she 
antwered the helm, she muet ultimately g9 on shore, 
because she could, in her existing state, make uo way 
to windward. The captain attempted to brace attout 
tho fora'yB^, but it wa» iound impracticable, the 
topta aOid blocks were all Qrmly frosen. 

In the interim the colour of the water had changsi, 
aut the teasel was every moment expected to strike. 
Tbecfl was small hope of any of the Uvea of those on, 
bosrd bein^ saved, and all prepared- fur the worst. 
Mr. Frenties fastened his dsHpatclias and letters round 
bis wsiit. His servant took a hundred and fifty 
guineas, which his master told him he might have 
if be pleased, and which ho fortunately seouied about 
hia person. Tlie atmosphere became clearer about 
ona o'clock in iho dav, and the Vaai "saib JiHftcwiA. vs.. 
three leagaes distante. Muc\i \tea*.<M«^»* ^Sisjlt 
■JEaided at the eigUt. &om tiiau: Vii'wJi^ * '^"^ 
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was nnshipped at the moment with great violence, ao 
that one of tlie sailors was nearly killed by it. 
The ses broke over all, whila every wave lifted the 
ship foul or five feet nearer the skoze. The stern 
waa stum beaten in, and those who had before been 
shehcred in tbe calun were now compelled to hang 
by ths shrouda on deck lo prevent being washed 
ovetboard. There llioy romoiiied, the sea carrying 
the ahip BO high up on tlie beach at last, that tha 
deck Dtight be securely walked upon. The keel of 
tfiB vessel, it waa now ascertaiiied, was broken, and 
she was every moment expected to go to piepes. 
This, however, did not happen. It was probable that 
the boards were frozen together in the hold, and thus 
a solid mass was opposed to tlie action of the waves, 
capable for aome time of a successful resistance. 

The boat was now got out on lUe leeward side of 
the ship which hod broached to, and thus afforded a 
•heller for the purpose. Tlie ice being previously 
cleared out of her, some liquor was distributed to 
those who were sober, and Mr. Prenties asked if any 
were willing to embark, and attempt to reach the 
shore. The sea running so high, few were inclined 
to venture, The mate, two sailors, Mr. Prenties's 
servant, a passenger, and a boy, were all who would 
join in making tbc experiment. The foam of the 
surf broke over them every moment, and every drop 
of water froze as it fell, so that their clothes were one 
sheet of ice. The boat being got into the water, and 
aa axe and gaw thrown in a.\ao,'VlT.?xiaWi*fl>>sa5iK^ ; 
in, followed by his servant ttai ftia ■iM).^R. T^*""!**^ 
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trying to spring dawn fell into the sea, and was dragged 
out wrth difficulty, owing to the betiundied itate at' 
tbeii Bngers. The obill grrea lu the piMT youth ha> 
could never recover. The two sailors next leaped iiv^ 
and thon all in the ship seemed ready to Toilow 1itm{ 
example. It naa necessary to push oS, therefore, n-* 
quick m possible, lest too many should rush ia aiulainlc^ 
them. The ship was only about forty yards Groat ti» 
shore, but before the boat was halfway there, 
orertook and nearly swamped it; wiiile the nexttl 
drore it high and dry on the sniiiL For a. few tai>i- 
menta joy was in every heart, at being once moni 
upon the Arm land, and. the future dreary proiqiect 
was forgotten. Their condition on a cold snow- 
covered coaat did not occur to them, and that they 
might be reserved for a destiny more horriUe. 

Night was near at hand, and those who had reaelwd 
tho shore felt themselves getting stiff with oold. 11w 
gale was as high a* ever, and they were obligsd 
wade up to their waists in snow to the shelter of K 
thick wood, situated about tivo hun^bed mm! fifty 
yonls from the beach, which afforded tiiem some littlft' 
relief from the picccing wind. A firo was necesssry. 
but thoy found their tinder woa so wet, that they faadi 
oo resource but lo pass the weary hours of the Loop 
and freezing night in exercise. Mr. Prenties, vbO' 
had been used to cold climates, from bis own expe- 
rience recommended them to move about For tl 
-first bajf-hour they alWnilsi tu \,\ii% advioe; butthati 
poor youth who had SaaeumVoftia va.'v»i'iii&.\i« 
BO OTarcome with the coVi, \!oa.V>ia\ii'S 4wsivv \»' 



aB> hoar, the denre to sleep nas felt by them all, 
lot Mnited by Mr. Preatiea and the malu, ii«in 
a oonriction of the fatal cotifequenoeB attending it. 
The boy wa.s soon found quite •■aid, but not dead. 
Hb desired his &thcr, at New York, mifrlit be written 
Id and informed of his fate ; and in ten minutes was 
itai, having' expired appRrently without pain. 

The knowledge of the poor lad's death did not 
deter the servant of Mr. Prenties and the two sailors 
fiom lying down to sleep also, in the teeth of the most 
urgent remonstrances and exhortations. Finding 
they «ould not bo kept on their legs, Mr. Prenties 
and tlie mate employed themgeh-es during the night 
in beating them constantly with bran<:ho8 of trees. 
Tbia RVed their Uves, besides giving himself and the 
mate iomelhing to do; the only tnu vrho were i^ 
lemed by reason in that trying moment. At latt 
the weary huurs of the painful night dragged them- 
lelveB out, and day dawned- Mr. Prenties in^ule tlie 
men pull down their stockings, as they observed they 
had no feeling in their legs, and thuy were observed 
to be frozen halfway up. They were immediately 
robbed with GDow, but it wae impossible to bring back 
the circulation. 

On going to the beach, they found that the ship 
atill held together, though the storm continued. The 
object to be achieved first wag to get the people on 
shore before she went to pio-ces, becauHe the safety of 
one was that of all. There was now onl^ iierj AwA 
It /otf water between t\ie 6\ii\. 5iiii."i>w4 **«*- 
y anlil it was low water, ttiev ^**^«^**^ 
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to the jib-boom, and eawly swung tbemMlvro to & 
shore, one by one, dicpping upon it aattxtfRKSn' 
tiiol. The oarpenUr was still l«ft on bond; bo bad 
drank too bard the niKht before. 
I. The captain brought ashore matcTJals Ibr lAitHiDD; 
■ light ; wood wa* (C^thered, and a fin kindlfld U 
qnicklf na possible, by which tltey weire all enaGM 
to warm their benumbed limbs. Thiswiu aloBiT, 
however, whieh was followed by -very painful cRUt- 
quences to tho!'e whoeo limbs wen; froEcn. Osbeng 
brought to ihe fire, and the frost-bitten membeo n- 
posed to its artton, the most torturing pailBwaw 
enduml ttrtm the Ihawing of the hardened fle:^ 
The suOering was beyond expressioD great. 

A passenger in the ressel was unaccounted ta 
upon tiombering the Burrivors of the ship's e(HDp»7T 
it was now recollected he had fallen asleep in tin 
ship, and been frozen to death. 
Green. One man. l!ie carpenter, already mentiottd, 
stilJ remained on board ; they could make 
to save him ihnt day, but determined to make the 
attempt on the foUowiag one. The luxury of 
was great, but the want of shelter was »till teR^ 
felt : and hunger b^an to assail them in addities l>! 
their fanner miseries. Thoiw i^oae limbs were baSt-^ 
bitten were not the only sufiereis. many bad mod 
painful surea from the acdon of the frost. 

The next morning, all who possessed 
sufficient repaHed to tiie VeicV^ntc^ whether 
was any means of 4e\We'n.i\^ x.Vc cai^sWuMVoaB.'** 
perilous situation. 1\«^ c^vii *«.\-o*»^^^^*- 
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dw vessd, but the sea tan as high as ever, and (he boat 
eoald not swim if launched. They were obliged to 
wait until the tide was out, and then they with diffi- 
culty persuaded him to leave the ship in the way the 
otlieia had dune. 

For two days mare, the seventh and eighth, the 
wind blew as hard and piercing aa ever, and tlie 
Teasel bcoke up, by the violence of the sea, liotn 
the stern as far as the mainmiist. Some previsions 
were now washed on shore; they consiutod of salt- 
beef and fresh meat which had been hung over 
the Steto, together with a quantity of onions. It was 
now the fourth day that these miserable men had 
endured hunger, under a temperature beluw the 
beezing point. That they were thus enabled to 
satisfy their appetites, and strengthen themselves for 
what the future might have in store for them, they 
oonsidered as most providential; and whoa theii 
meal was cooclude^l, and they had made what to 
Ihem was a most delicious repast, they collected all 
they could find scattered along the beach for their 
fature wants. Their number was now seventeen, 
and out of all, the mate and Mr, Plenties alone were 
capable of exerting themselves actively. It was ne- 
cessary to provide some kind of shelter, and a quan- 
tity of deals having floated ashore from the wreck, 
two hundred and fifty were carried into the wood, a 
sort of tent was built, about twenty feet long by ten 
wide, and completed the same night by ten o'clock. 
They next examined into ttie ato-Wi cK ^iiva« ■^k.'w- 
w'ons, and found to iheir great \<yj 'CosA. 'Cac^ -^ratsfc-s^ 
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^twcen two and three hundred pounds «f ultti 
,«li<l a considerable supply of onions. Still, it' 
jesolved to keep themselTes upon ahatt allowti 
.A quarler of a pound of beef and four oniona 4 
mil that cuulil liQ aSbrdecl daily to each man. 

The gale abated on ttie eleventh of Decembeii) 
,then tbcy were able to launch their boat nnii 
iipon the wreck. It coat a day's labour to opeol 
liatcfaea, having only one axe, and the cables It 

ten over them into a mass of ice. The foUoi 
.day, by cutting up the deck, they got out tm M 

onions and a barrel of beef^ containing iM 
(hundred and twenty pounds weii;ht. They oboft 
ivhat lUey imagined to be throe barrek of sg 
shipped by a Jew of Quebec, but which prated 
ibrtunatoly, to be balsam of Cimada. Th«ygota 
quarter of a cask of potatoes, a bottle of oil, anj 
■ largo iron pot, two camp-kettles, and twelve foi 
4>f candles. Theae lliey stowed away in their j 
They now added four onions to their daily aUoml 
They next cut awuy as much of the sails aa t 
«ould trom the bowsprit, for tlio purpose of cava 

ir hut, by which means it was maile toloi 
Vorm. The wounds of the men, caused by the fl 
jiow began to mortify ; and the toes and Gq 
of many to rot off. Their torments soon beo 
almost beyond human endurance. The carpal 

> come last oa shore, died delirious, on the I 
teenth, haviog \oat tho gceaCer part of bis feet, t 
inverei his boiy w"«lj 6iui"« mA -iSia '\icKaEVa> 

1, /or the groand-waa ^=o™*>"j* 
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I dknn tbe frost. In tbree days more, the second mate 
.died, who Ukewiae became delirious some time before 
he expired. Death caused bow Lule ooaccm to meo 
.wbo thought it a happiness to be be3-QDd furlJier 
suffering ; and there were fewer to consunkc their 
HOnty stoelc of pruviaions i a thing whiuh waii fay no 
-means of light moment in on atmuiiphcro where 
Imnger was greater, and the moans of gratifying it 
less, than in any other situation. Vermin very soon 
began to jisoceed from the wounds of the aick, 
which infected the healthy. Several came aS with the 
Ion of a too or a finger or two. Mr. Freutiei alone 
«aoaped without being froslr-bitten. Another seaman 
died oD the twentieth. They were now fifteen; but 
the allowance of jirovisions was not increased. 

The mate and Mr. Preaties, upon a flue day, set 
-OBt and walked up a river, on the ice, for ten or twelve 
jailes. They there fell in with a wigwam, or Indian 
but. They observed tracks of deer and other animals, 
tint had no fire-arms to kill them. They found the 
-akin of a moose-deer hanging across a pole, and trees 
whieh were out on each side with an axe, but they 
aouM not find any human beings. Mr. Prenties 
eat a directing-pole, and carved a hand in birch-bark, 
thinking, if any saw it, they might find them out. 

They had now been twenty days in this forlorn 
Ktustion, and their provisions began to got reduced 
•0 uuoh as to occasion s suspicion that all was not 
ftirin the consumption, Fonl play was apprehended. 
and it was discovered, bj li.eestivi%^a.viQ^ *«6. '5oa 
^^tain sad two sailors had oonauiaBi. \ia'SBa*'^i»^ 
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^■seventy pounds of beef, beaidea onioiu. The mate 
^V and Mr. Prentiea were obliged afterwards ta keep 
^V watch, one or other remaiaitig in the hut, to prevent 
H these depredators from plundering the oommon stock. 
m They had given up all hopes of aid from an; quai- 

■ ter, and having but six weeks' provtaioas left, Mr, 

■ Prenties proposed taking tho boat, to eearch for in- 
I habitants, or for some kind of relief, eveu from the 
' Indian population of the country. The propoHoJ vu 

agreedlo, hut thedifiicultywas topiitthe boatinsuch 
a. stale of repair as would oUov her to float, for evei; 
seam was open from her strains on the beach. Dry 
oakum they possessed, but no pitch. At length it 
occurred to them, that the Canada balsora might be 
serviceable. They birilcd it down in an iron kettle. 
and, suffering it to cool, made it answer. 

It was new-year's day when the boat, in a. toleiaUe 
floating condition, was got into the water. Six per- 
sons embarked: Mr. Prenties, and servant, the cap- 
tain and mate, and two eailors. None of the rest 
were able to join in the espudition. Their shoe* 
being nearly worn out, Mr. Plenties set to work to 
make Indian shoes of canvass; his needle was the | 
handle of a pewter spoon ; and the canvass, tmia- ' 
veiled, snpphed the thread. Twelve pair were thui : 
lubricated ; two pair for each person. They now divided 
their provisions, which were calculated at a quarter ' 
of a pound a-iiay, for sis weeks, those in the boat | 
and those left behind sharing aUke. The wind w 
adveisa until the [avHV\i ot Sa.w4«rj, aiA^«&«hfl 
the quantity of ice oiv X\ie ««.«, xtv&KK&'iiii •« 
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tion exceedingiy perilong. It was equally hazardous 
to stay, with the certmnty of starving. They, there- 
fore, taking leave of theiT-conipB.aians, emharked 
upon as tmeertaiu a couTSfr as ever was uuclerttiken 
upon tho ocean. When about eight miles distant, 
the wind blew off shore. By great toil they at last 
got into a hay, and hauled up tlieir boat as high as 
they could on the strand. They then cift wood to make 
a sent of wigwam to shelter them. Near this place 
thi^ saw, from a bi^h point of land, a Newfound- 
land fishing-boat, half coveied with sand. This made 
them proceed further, and they spied, to tlieir great 
joy, some houses at a ihstance. On reaching them, 
they were only uld abandoned storehouses, built for 
caring Gsh. Some casks, which lay near, they 
searched in vain for provisions. They got a quart of 
cranberries, which they ate. 

The wind now blew from the north-west with great 

violence for two days, Tbo sni. Vins frozen up for 

lee^nes, and seemed to preclude all hope of their 

proceeding. By laud they could ueiI travel for want 

t of snow shoos, aa the snow lay in great depth. Two 

A daysmorethey wailed, when, on the ninth of January, 

f tbe wind blew off the land, and the sea was perfectly 

Edear. The force of tho wind, however, prevented 
their proceeding until the eleventh. They launched 
their boat with difficulty from their reduced strength 
P anH want of nourisbmoat. They made a tolerable 
b course, until they saw a very high point before them, 
I which they estimated at a ^atauoe (j^ bcnbd. Vai^fisa. , 
Tbo coast appeiired one coTiUiwwi ■ptecvg^c*, wi "* 
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it appearmt not ^lontble to cffiaet ft Innttng, tnktg tli# 
re&ched the eittteme point of the eape, Tbe pa,;^ 
Heemed dangerous, and the least change ^ ^-^ 
must havo driven tUem vpm thorocks. iS^ga-van 
however, nostningettotliesounfortiinateniCT. IVj- 
kojit two rare froifiEi, and two of tbefaiuidswnrefniK, 
stanlty ompliiyed in baling. They reached thchM^ 
land nbont elavcn o'clock at night, but could findo) 
pbce to land, and were obUf^ to keep nlang tb« 
abore vintil two o'clock in the moriuD^, \i\m ^ 
wind inorcftsed. and having a stormy beach in VXW. 
they thought it prudent to land. They gat eut ftw 
{HUvisioni, but could not haul np the boat fivn ik 
stoepnesi of the shore, and they were compeHed ta 
l«vo it to the mercy of the ocean. The beach "• 
about foiir hundred yards long, and bounded st n 
gnjBt distance from tlic ocean, by a precijMce a luB- 
dred feel high, which completely inclosed it. 

On the thiTtcentb, the wind blowing from thff Mh 
the boat was driven up twenty yards bibber on Ai 
shore, than whore she had been left, and soveral holM 
forced in hei bottom. The preeiince prevented thai 
seeking a shelter in the woods. They had litd* 
covering, and no firing, except &om a few pieces tf 
timber which Hoatcd ashore, so that they were netAf 
iroeen. The weather continned the same for eigfat 
days, attended with a prodigious fell of snow, trhMi 
added to their previous miseries. The sno» hid 
ikllea to the depth rS iJniee ^«ftX. ■^ftwiwiusly to tl» 
Orenty-firat, oa wbicb dn.'j X\«(^ ■»"=^ ■**« '>» '**' 
their provision'?. This ftie^ ^*- riSctfw*. \«&. ■«< 
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bBfme aace ibay l&ad«d- The nut doing this was « 
gnat low to tbem, as th« broth in vrbich the meat 
wu baile>l, aifunlod them a. most important part of 
tiuBT waraUb aiul uutruaetit. They wera still able, 
vetik as they were, to tura their boat partly over, to 
aes tliueMuntof the injury she hod sustained. They 
found tliB bidsaiD quite rubbed oCl and hules ia tbe 
htttam. lliey nere in hojKs the i(« would go anay 
from the Goaiit, asit haddouo before, and that, if lliey 
0«uld but repair the boal, they loight «ion fall in 
w^ inhabitanU. They had no babam, but they had 
m. snudl quantity of dry oakum, which could be of no 
SBTYifle by itself. Finding; that to maka the boat sea- 
VOItby was beyond their power, and that it was not 
pOHible ill surmount the precipice, tbey thought the 
we might bear theia a little way alon ^ the coaKt, until 
they mtild get intu tliu woods. Mr. Prentioa and ttw 
mate tried the experiment, and had not gone fai be- 
fitH they fell in with the mouth of a river, and a Bne 
gaudy beach, where, if they had first landed, tbey 
miglit have escaped a good deal of the privation tbey 
d endured under the proeipice. Now, though it 
« practioable, and they could get into the woods, 
tlwj were ignorant of the right direction, and the 
WW was six teet deep, and could not be <»'OBsed with- 
it SBOv-sboea. They finally reaolved the next day 
!• take Uieir provieioiu on thek backs, and coast along 
(Ik ioe> which seemed likely to remain. 

On the morning of the twenty -fourth, the viwl 
Iwnog changed in the iiig\it, llieice Tia* itviaa. oaS-'ro 
Ma, andlhuy wt^BEti\\ex'eo&e<ion«.w>v4i.xB■■ix•i^«^^=■■^ 
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surrounded by inBunnoun table precipices. At teDgtk 
they thought o! tffling tl^e holes in the boat tdtb 
oftkutu, and throwing water upon it sulGeienI to 
freeio. The scheme succeeded. As long as the 
weather continued to freeze the boat would 1» dry. 
It WHS the twenty-serenth when all was ready, uii 
they oiice more left the shore on their forlorn vojagE. 
In the eTening- of that day they computed they had 
rowed about twelve miloa. Greatly fatigued, th(y 
landed on a small sandy beach, and mode a Bre. 
Their lioder was now nearly gone, but Mr. Pteotiffl 
cut away part of the back of his shirt, and made i 
fiesh stock. Rain came on the next day and mellad 
the jcc in their boat, so that they were detained itntil 
the frost retun\e<1. Tims they lost a fiue day, aol 
their remaining prdvisions were no more than' two 
pounds and a lialf to each man. On the twen?' 
ninth, the mate discovered a partridge perched upon 
a tree. This they caught with a pole and a nooae. 
with such facility, as to provoke a smite, which had 
not been seen on their faces before, since the ship- 
wreck. They boiled the bird, adding a little tail 
water to the snow for a relish, and made some broth, 
which they found a delicious meal. They had dis- 
covered nothing else that could be used for food OD 
all these dreary shores, except the cranberries whicli 
have been already mentioned. They stopped tlv 
boats leaks as before, and proceeded the same dflf 
about seven miloa. On Wie da.-^ following they had, 
made six miles, ■w\ieii Cna V«& ■ns.w^A'stwA.t™ •*■ 
put on shore, aiidt\ie iMCi isa»i% 'i.'gia..Ms& 
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UoTeB in their boat. The snow in the woods would 
not bear their weight. The first of February they 
were obliged to make their boat sea-worthy as before 
and again set sail, but the cold and floating ice pre- ' 
vented their making more than five railos all day. 
One of them waa continually employed in breaking 
the ice with a pole. In proceeding, their boat made 
BO much wafer, they were forced to keep baling in- 
ceasantly. After sailing sixteen miles they saw a 
very high point of land, which they judged to be six 
leagues off, and soon after an island which they 
imagined must ^e that of St. Paul, near Cape Bre- 
ton, while the high land they thought was the Cape 
itself. The great height of the ktter made them 
oompnte its distance erroneously, and it was dark 
when they reached it, but could find no landing-place. 
Tbey were therefore obliged lo take to their oars all 
night. Ahout Gvo in the morning, while it was yet 
daric, they found themselves off a sandy beach of 
very eonsiderable length, A heavy sea rolled in, and 
landing was hazardous, but they effected it in safety, 
and got into the woods once more, where Ihey kindled 
a fire, Mr. Prenties having secured the tinder-box in 
bis bosom to keep it dry. They were so fatigued they 
could scarcely keep awake for a few minutes, when i 
before the Hre. They were obliged to watch in turn, 
for, had al! fallen asleep together, it would have been I 
their last. They were now all satisfied that they had , 
doubled the north cape of Cape Btetoii. 
t IZleir provisions were neaT\v aisft%\iM«A., «s.K'^>s\ i 
were in despair. They began to c,o\i.'tc\a<^'aWs*«"^'''*^ 
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not been able to go farther iitHii it. They bad the 
good fortune to find the ranbers still ative. Hiid 
this not l>een the case, they must have perished in the 
course of the night, from the severity of the oold. 

It was the eighth of Febniary, before the ice saf- 
fercd them to embark again, and in the eveoing they 
landed at a spot where tbey were sheltered from the 
vtud and sea by a large rock, better than they had 
been before. On the ninth, they bad sailed about 
eight miles, when the swell of the sea forced them 
to land, and in getting to the shore, two of their 
oars were washed uverbuard by the surf. The sBxt 
day they put to sea again, having their oars double 
inaoQed, and luade about six mdea. This was a 
bard day's work for men so reduced in strength. 
7%ey were scarcely able to walk fifty yards without 
baltitig to recover themselves. They were obliged 
to remain stationary the whole of the eleventh, but 
diought themselves fortunate in finding more rose- 
buds, which tliey considered a great delicacy. Had 
they not found tbem, they must have carried their 
project of sacrifioingone of their number into execution. 
13iey were so unfortunate as never to find the dead 
body of any animal. TUey saw some otters on the ice, 
but were never able to catcb any of them. They also saw 
some beavers' bouses, but could not succeed in taking 
any of their inhabitants ? On the twelfth, they again 
aet sail. On the thirteenth, the weather became more 
mild, and they bad rain, which, melting the ice, forced 
tbtun to pull the boat to tbe\anAte'fejwia^*^ ■=»»»• 
«">. Tbey searched everjwUew Ajuisi •&& 'sosw ^ 
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their wretched fare at rose hips, in vnin, esd tbef WK 
so driven by hunger, that they were eoBpdIed to 
sacrifioe Ihe candles, wliieh they had ivsBKedlbr 
Etopping the leaks of their boat, to the calls of tamger; 
this euflloGd as a partial relief, hut the fUMR ^ 
filled them with dismay. For two days tiiej madtf 
few milw oDly, going on shore and sean^hiog Ut RM' 
hips ID rain. Their dresidful situation nowaamonpt' 
them in fiiU force, and the fear of jieridnng' iriA 
hunger in all itB terrors stared them Id the hit, tti' 
drove them almost to desperation. In the nWoT 
their apprelienMon of death by fainiDe, irtwn ft 
^ight be supposed extreme bodily Buffering mrfi' 
overcome every idea bnt that of prolongingexi)itAM| 
Mr. I'renties confessed that die approach of deathM 
not so terrible to bis mind, aa the reflection thM'^' 
friends would iie\'er know his wrt'tehed fctai W 
strong was tliis fcelinj;, that he could not help eulfii^ 
his name in the bark of the largest trees, 
weakness, and the fear of injuring his kaiAt, t\ie^ilf 
instrument, of the kind among the party, forhftd*' 
carving more of their story, hut he confessed he 1 
written the tale of their wreck, in French and EujC 
lish, on the walls of the old storebouaCa they S^ 
covered soon after they left the place of sfaiptFredt) 

On the se^enleenth, they again doled out apt 
of their candles for food, and the nest day reached* 
fine sandy beach, and a level country. There "A^ 
resolved to put on ahote m& tot, ■raiss*'wm!e unftirt^ 
seen aid appeared. T^e-j ■seii sa -aejit, -ftia 
obliged to leave thoii \>o>rt ^ Vto^'^ * 
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Tb^ feit they could notHuivive much longer. They 
cleared awa; the ennii at the entrance of a wood, 
and catting Bome l)ranchc!S of pine to lie upon, and 
□tbera to shelter themselves, they made a fire. They 
WDie fortunate enough to find a pint of liips, vhich they 
hoiled with two tallow candles, and made what they 
thought a comibttable meal. The next day they got 
nothing to eat, and fearing liiat their strength rauat 
toon entirely quit them, they cut and piled np as 
Riuoh wood as they were abio, that they might sup- 
ply their fire to the last moment. Thay had pre- 
served their axs, a saw, and the sail of the boat, 
which they used for a covering. The hoat Jiad been 
beataD up high and dry, so that, had they been in- 
clined, they could not again have put tu sea. All 
the nineteenth they employed without success in 
search of hips, and th(^ had only two candles left. 
On the tweatietU, they were so weak, that none of 
thein were able to manage the axe U> cut wood, and 
they were obliged to creep about and pick up the rot- 
ten branches that lay on the ground. Atlengrti they 
could only maintain a fire which barely kept them 
from freezing. The weather was ob cold as it had 
been in Decomlier. Thay now thought of the sea- 
weed on the beach, as a lesouxce againet hunger, for 
they could find no more hips. They ooUected some, 
and boiling it a few houis in their kettle, found it very, 
little tenderer tliau when ntw. They nest boiled one 
of their two remaining candles in the lii^uor, aud tfj 
lakiog it and eating a quantily olAia'^e.e^, 'C^.'Si 
'bund themselves somewhat easiet- ^"A \»fi% ■sS^s 



^^^B Utb they were seized with vomitiiig, which h 
^^H Tour bou». when they becsme oas;. hot ec 
^^m exhausted. 0nlli8lwenty-«e<xindthef UNkBunli 
^H wet-d aiul thoir lut candle. The effects tlulliilki 
^B were the taxae aa Icfore, onl]' less i-iolMkL 
^H l^ost then set in, itnd they ineSectually tiied Utte 
^B their boat, but titviir iinited strength could not n 
^K Their candles were all consuitted, and li 
H forcad to bod the kelp without tallow, whid d 

■ ato wiUi a relish. Tbcy founi) that this G 

■ them swell to an alai-miDg ile^ree, after living^ 

■ for three days. They were aU mer &wol]ea Vt ' 

■ « degree, that aa pressure their fingers wouU 
I couple of inches deep into tlie akin. Their s 

na« uore reduced, still hunger forced then t( 

.Id the same diet. At length two or dues 

I 4BDro having; elapsed, they found they had ae^ 

r sight, and so much was their strength 

J jdiminisbed, that they could with difficul'^ k 

f -(heir fire, from the rotten branches of treea. 

There seemed at such a moment no altemati* 

a which allusion has already been made, oa 

Llfiie making one of their number a sacrifice by 1 

~ aephis companions alive; and it atlengtliR 

R4a have been agreed secretly, that as the cspt 

D very much reduced as to be clearly the G 

^.Inust sink under his sufferings of all the f 

i the loss of the ship was mainly t 
( ailisconduot ; and SuiX.\«!i, asVoVuul deoeivi 
Aoard by pi-etendina^Q»'C»a2*%*''" 
When in reality it "aa to xW N« ^'t'taA 



reasona it was urged that be should be the fint 

They kept this a profound secret irom the mise- 
nble man. A few days more, and the sacrifice must 
i»ve been offired up, when fortunatelv, on the twenty- 
eighth of Febniary, as they were all stretched round 
tbeir miserable Bre, they heard the ^ovni of voices in 
file wood, and two Indians -were soon discovered with 
gtuia in their hands approacliing the spot. The sight 
of them gave same of the unfortunate sufierers spirits 
to get on their feet, and move towards them with 
eagerness. The Indians were much surprised at the 
nght of human beings in so frightful a state. The 
dotbee of the party were nearly burned off, and their 
bodies partly bare ; their Limbs swollen of a prodi- 
gious size ; their eyes almost inTisible, being sunk 
beseatb the distended skin; and their hair and 
beards not touched since they left the wreck. Some 
wept, and some laughed tar joy at seeing the Indians, 
who did not seem inclined to be very familiar, until 
Mr. Prentiea shook one of them by the hand, and 
tihe shake was returned very heartily in the Indian 
manner. These kind creatures showed by signs that 
they pitied the unhappy men. They went to the 
fire with them, and all sat down together around it. 
At the desire of one who could speak a little French, 
Mj. Prentios told them whence they had come, and 
what tliey had siifTored. The Indian appeared much 
a&cted at the ret ital. He was tlven isa.'isA. \£ '«^H. 
eould give them any food, ai\4\ie VoVi'Oti'CTtiV'aws^jSi- 
Seeiag there waa very littJ* fiie. ^la aSaiN»&. ^^S ■***" 
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took the axe, but obsening its bad state, ho thra 
down again, and with liis tomahawk, cut a quai 
of wood, flung it on the fire, and taking up his 
went off with his companion, not speaking a t 
To persons ignorant of Indian manners this n 
seem discouraging, but thoae of the paity who 
acquainted with their habits thought differently, 
felt they shoidd soon see these kind na.tivos o, 
woods return, as the Indian does not speak, j 
there is not absolute occasion. The fire the li 
had made up for thcia was a great comfbrt, fiifi 
had been without a good one for several days. I 
Tliree hours had elapsed before the Indnq 
turned. Thoy cams in a bark canoe by aaa 
landing on the beach, took out some smoked tS 
and a bladder of seal-oil. They then hoiIe3 
venison in snow-water, but would only give each 
a very small quantity, together with a httle 
They well knew the eliect of suffering men in su 
state to eat their fill ; and it spoke well for their 
consideration of the state of Mr. Prenties ani 
party. As soon as the repast was over, they dc 
three to embark with Ihem, being all the canoe ■ 
carry, and they proceeded towards their home, ? 
was five miles off, and b mUe inland in the mid^ 
the woods. On the beach three other Indiana ra^ 
them, with twelve or thirteen women 
who were waiting their arrival, The two 3 
relumed for the three 'fi\ui«ete\'&fe.'VriToyiS,M 
on the beach cotidacled ftve &«-^ ■^■!>-«^ -a^--*!." 
to their habitations. T^eie wiMiv.5i(A*S'&iK»'< 
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or huts, each containrngafiLmily. On reaching them, 
tbey treated the sufferers with the greatest huma- 
nity ; and gave them hroth, hut would not suffer them 
to'eat Eolid food. 

In a httle time the Indians returned nitli the othec 
three men who had been left behind, and all having 
been refreshed with food, a very old woman, who 
appeared the mother of the families present, reqijpsted 
Mr, Prenties to f;ive an account of the events of the 
ahipwreek, the Indian who coidd speak French being 
the interpreter to his countryfolk. The old woman 
appeared to pity their anfferings very much, sad to 
he deeply affected at some parts of the narrative. 
She then gave them more btotli, and desired, they 
might be infitrmed respecting the shipwreck of M. 
St. Luc Lacome, who, in bis passage from Canada to 
France, was east away exactly at the North G^pe 
which the party had passed in the boat, two of M. 
St- Lnc'a cMdreu being drowned in his qrms, in 
attempting to carry them on shore. One of the 
Indians present had conducted him to I^uisburg, 
after he had remained there five days, sufiering 
greatly from cold and hunger. M. St. Luc promised 
the Indians who escorted him all the way to Louis- 
burg, and very hardly earned the money, t^e sum of 
thirty pounds, which he was to remit fhim Ha- 
UfuL This promise M. St. Luc had, according to ' 
the Indians' account, never performed, and these 
poor' creatures had undertaken a long and. ijasteos. 
journey to serve a stranger, 0.1 a aeasM\ ot "teja ■>i«ia. 
when the compensation piomiaei ^ai. **-^ \S<>'«'** 
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undergone, bore no comporwiD to the nwird bIIsteL 
It is renmrkahk thnt tUe IndiaiiH praedscd good fU 
eril. and dirl not slight the present suff«iera IwcmMI 
St. Imc bad been un^rraluful to them. Thoy rc^luoafl 
theewoHenlimbitoftheauabpers.QiKl fed tfaemUflnt ' 
without the prMniee otnny reward. 

Mr. Preiitie* ntid his oompanions, beins now afe, 
be^on to think of the men left at the wreck. It ni 
to bo funred that they had, brfore now, polished tl 
hunger. On destribin^ where the pkee Mas Is lie 
Indians, they repbed they knew it very well, but tint 
it was H hundred mLlea aS, tbrunsh difiicult ptihtt 
and orer rivers and mountains. They siu<L, ii fixij 
undertook such a journey, tfaoy muat have eoam com- 
penEation. This was just, forit couUn^t bc<>ipected | 
they wodld give up their huutin?, on which lh« 
familiu* subaiste<l, for the fatigue of so long » juuiocj 
at such a season, benevolent as they had show! 
themaelveg to be. Tlie distuice was at least u greit 
as the Indians stated, for Mi. Pr«nties c 
they had c«me lO'ire than one hundred uid fifty a 
by water. Mr. Prentiea told them he had • 
money, which he now recdlecled his bi 
Mrved. The Indians asked to see it, and the hoi 
dred and fifty euineas were shewn to theot. 
seemed pleased beyond what :£aight be expected ; M I 
women were particularly delighted, on which tlwj I 
were presented each of them with a coin. 
An agreemenV ■n^i 'iais^ mada that the In^Ul ' 

should receive twents-t^e^twi'»»X'««*i^'*."" "* 

the same sum on. thea ■te\»in.. 
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went to work, and made enough mocassins and enow- 
shoes for themselves and tha wrecked men whom 
tbey were to bring. On being paid down half the 
money, three of Ihem set off the next day. Whea 
the IndiaiiB found that there wa« money to be had,. 
they made a hard bareialn for everything, and became 
as meroenary aa they bad before b«en chajritable. - •- 

The patty wore soma time before they gained any 
degree of strength, or were able to digest solid food. 
The flesh of the moose-deer and seal-oil were the 
ladifui provisions, and on them they subsisted en- 
tirely at that time of the year. Mr. Prenties waa 
eag^r to go away with his despatuhes, which might be 
of eonse<)uence. Yet he wss bu weak, that it wa« 
inqiosBiUe for him to think of setting aS for some 
Qme. 

The Indians returned with three men from the 
no^ afler a fortnight's ahsence : they were the only 
survivors of eight left in the hut, end were in a most 
wretched Btate of emaciatiotL After they had con- 
sonied the 8to<^ of be^ letl, they subsisted some 
days on the skin of a moose-deer, which the party 
who quitted had not thought of dividing. When the 
skin was consumed, three died of hunger in a few 
days, and those alive subsisted on their flesh until 
tbe Indians appeared. Five were alive on their 
arrival, but one ate eo much food at once that he died 
in dreadful agonies a few hours afterwards, and 
another accidentally shot himself with the ipin, of oma 
o/Che Indrans. Hius, out of tiineteea OTi^maS.^ o^ 
board tbosbip, nine only sirrvived. 
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By the time another fbrtnight had p 
the health of Mr. Prenties was ao well w 
tiiBt he was able to proceed with his 
The Indians exacted a great pric« fat 
which they flirniibed, when tbey knei 
were able lo pay. Mr. Prenties agreed 
Indians forty-Bve pounds to conduct Wm 
and Bnd provision.s at every inhabited p 
wad. Mr. Prcntiua' senant, Mr. Wine 
BBnger, and two Indians, set out together 
The romiiinder of the party were to be c 
Spanish RiTer, about fifty miles diBtaat. 1 
quitted the Indian wigwams on the second o 
after a tedious and harassing journey, teac 
on the eighth of May. the Indians fhithfti 
ing their engagement, and receiving thei 
pay. After being detained for a passage 
at Halifax, Mr. Plenties al length i 
York, and delivered his dcspolches to 
Clinton. The rest of the crew and pssflt 
safely conducted by the Indians to Spanisfc 
soon afterwards reached Halifax. 
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Tas last packet lost, prior to the Bubstitution of 
gun-briga for cgaveying the mails, was the Lady 
Hobart. Thia happened in the jeof 1803. She was 
commanded by Captain Fellowes; and as a relation 
of the event exidta of his own drawing up, the copy 
«f his Btatement is tbo best that can be given of 
fliis diatreasing event. They sailed from Halifax on 
iho twenty-second of June, 1803, aod had captuied a. 
French schooner, tlie i^aptain of which, and two eea- 
■nen, were ou board, when Captain Fellowes says: — 
I " On Tuesday, the twenty-filth of June, it blew 
from the westward, with a heavy sea, hazy weather, 
md thick fog at intervals. About one in the morn- 
ing, the ship, then going at the rate of seven miles 
tn hour by the log, etiuck against an island of iee, 
irith such violence, that several of the crew were 
pitched out of their bammocka. The suddenness of 
the shock roused me from my sleep, and I instantly 
ran upon deck. The helm being put hard a-port, the 
ahip struck again about tho chess-tree, and then 
swung round on her keel, her stem-post being 
stove in, and her rudilei carfwA. vsv^, N«^«ft "^i 
could succeed ia our atteia^la to 'toi ^'^ ^*^ '^ 



tbia time thoiilaiul of ,ioe m^wed (o haugduiM 
iipOD the diiivEarmuig a high peaki wbicUmust liiva 
been at leaM twice the hvight of duc mast'Iietui; ami 
the lengtli of tlia islaml was BU])pQged to b«frama 
quartiic. tg> bole a-nule. The sea, was now bretluflg 
over tbe iiw, in a furitnu raoiincr, and the valu 
tuihin^ in, 80 fuat as to UU thti abip's bold in a&^ 
tBintit«9>: w£ hucc the gum overhgard, cut aweqi l)i* 
nnelMrB from tUe Lovfs, and got two sails uodeilief 
bottom. Both pumps weru kept going, and wenut: 
tinued halhiji; with buchols from tUa main hatchinig 
in hcqiea of pcm'enting the «hip from siukiag. Bat) 
ill leas then a quuter uf an hour, she settled dona tt 
ker foro-chiiins in water. Om situation was Mr< 
beoojno must perilous. Aware of the dang« pf J. 
momenl't dalay in hoiatitig out the boats, I consulted 
Captsiu Tboroafl of the nayy, and Mr. BitrgusiOV 
Btaitor, as ia the propriety of making nny fuitjhtf 
efibrti to save the ship ; and ae 1 was ojiKioua M 
ipnetfe the mni], 1 requested their opinioo as to (llf 
possihihty. of tuking it iiito the boats, in th« ereDt.ff 
our heiag aUu to get them over the efaip'fi aidft 
Tiieae gentlemen agreed with ma that oo tiuMW 
U he lost ia hoisting out the bouts; sad that, ulbt 
vessel was tlien settJing fitsti our first and only eHBi 
sideratiun ^vas to esdeat'our to gave the crew: Vfl 
here I must pay that tribute of praise which tlM 
iteady diaoipline and good conduct of evevy oBQraB 
^boardsoiuBtty taen^,. _, • 

:S.< '1 From the &tBlwomeWot'CftaAsL^».«x{»M^-ijfc 



POLAR AND NDHTfffiBlT SEAS. gas 

wreck ; my orders were promptly oLeysd ; and; Itfoagti 
the danger of perishing waa evary instant' 'inotSa^lg; 
iltoJh man waited his own tarn to get into the biWiHi. 
^ith E coulncss and (.■□mpt^ure that eould not be snr* 
[iMsed: HB.ving fortunately succeeded in ' hoisting 
Hat the cutter and jolly-boat, the sea' then rlihning 
high, we placed the ladiefi, three in iiumbefi inthe 
fcrmer. One of them, Miss Ootenhatti, was to ieirir- 
8ed, that she sprung from the gunwale; and pitehed 
info the bottom of the bDatwithconsWetiiblevioletlod. 
This, which might have been an accident 'ptuduotlve- 
(if fatal consequences to hergelf, as well aa Xo all, wo» 
imattended by any bad effect. The few proTlsibOs 
#hich had been saved from the men's berths ' vKtA 
then put into thu boats. irlURh were quioidy veered 
tgt«n. By this time the main-deck forward' was, 
under wateri ami nothing bat the quarter-deck apJ- 
peared. I ne:it ordered the men into the boats, and, 
having previously lashed iron pigs of ballast to tlie' 
mail, it was thrown o\erboard. I now pereeii«d that 
&16' ship tvas sinkhig faet. Intending to drop mysetf 
ftnm the end of the trysail-boom into the odtter, blit 
ttpprehenaive thnt she might be stave under iJie 
counter, I called out to the men to haul np' and' 
receive me ; and I desired Mr. Bar^s, who con- 
tinueil with me in the wreck, to go first. He replied, 
that in this instance he bej^ged leave to disobey toy , 

tfrders— that he must see me safe over betbre he at- 
tempted to go himself. Such conduct, and at audi i 
ttmonsent, requires no commenl-, ^«i\.\ ^tsi.^. ^^ 
iwntftjg to myself, and to the 6ew«iB,\i "^- *«^ "'^'*-J 
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' Mate everT'ciTcuiQStance, liowcvcr trifling; and;] 
biglily laUfifoetcrf to bavc this appartuiii^- of k 
ing an incident so Uonotirablo to a meritorious otJica 
A I tlic time we buisted out the boats, tbe aei 
WHS running ao hif;h that I scarcely llatleied mjsei 
yic should get them over in i»fet j, and. indeed, lu 
thing but the steady and orderly conduct of ^ otn 
eimld have enabled us la aocoinplisb so difficult n 
hazardouB an undertaking; and it is only jasfioBt 
them to DbseiAe. thut not a man in the ship otlenplB 
to muke use of the liquor, which cTcr; one had i 
his power. 

'• While the cutter wu getting nut, I fovem 
Juhn Tipper, one of the seamen, emptying a tn 
gallon bottle, and on inquiry found it to be na 
Ho said that he wm doing so for the purpoeeof ffllifl 
it witli wjter from the scuttle-cask on the quaita 
deck, which liad generally been filled over night, n 
which was theii the only frosb water that oould I 
got at It afterwards became our {^ncipal nqifil 
This oireuniatanoc I relate, as being bo highly** 
ditable to the characier uf a British sailor. W« bt 
acatce quitted the ship, when she gave a heavy Im 
te port, and then went down liead fcwMnott. J Im 
oidercd the colours to lie hoisted at the iniiin-fc| 
gaQant-mitet'head, with th« Union downwarda, u i 
signal of distress, that if any vessel should h^ppt 
to bo near us at the dawn of day, our ealamiM 
situation might alttain. o^l^J«rN1dAEin (ran hev, m 
L »Jief be afforded MS. AlVtoaaw'i'^raois.A ■ 
t^ioking, when ieai k^s'W ^ 4m?v«^'»^ 
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CMhless: 'Thew. my bmrs fellows,' lie exdains'l, 
• there goes the pride of old England ! ' 
' •* I ennnot describe tny feelings, oi the Bcmatfons 
of ■my people. Bxposi-d as wa -wwe io tww open 
%ofil5 on Ihe trvat AtlMitin Ocean, bweft of tdi 
nastance iMit that which our own exertions under 
I*ieHdenr« conld nififfd us, we narrowly escaped 
Mng^ swallowed op in the vofteK. Men accustomed t« 
Meitlritudes iD<e not easily dejeeted, but there arc Iriaia 
ivhioh human nature alnne cannot surniDimt. The 
«MlMictUsneBg of h3.vin]r Aine our duty, aiidieliBTKe on 
■ "food PMHidenec, enabled u-s to endure thAcvIaioity 
that had befallen us, and wq animatsd each Other 
in* tfce hope of n bettor fete. While we were em- 
pl<^<ed in deliberating eon(«ming our fotUre arrango^ 
meats, a sin^uiar incident oceurred \Vlui'h owasiiHiad 
eonsideralde nneusineas among us. At the moment 
Om ship wfig sinking, slie was surroundeil by wlnl 
SA^en call a school, or an ItinalculalilA number <ff 
trbales, which can only be scconnted for by out" 
knowinf at this imrticiiinr season Uiat tlfey take a 
dipection for ihecoustofNewlbuniiland in quest. oT a 
slUll fish olVed capritrd, which they devonr. Viota 
Ibeit near approoeh, we were extramely appceUeniive 
ttey mit>ht .strike the boats, and uaterially duma^e 
fben; tVmiucnt instances having onnirred, in tha 
febery, of boats he\n% cut in twain by the tbrce of s 
^^Iff blow from a wha.lc. "Wa ^msbj^m* ■tof*a!w5fc, 
and and every eSJatt to driua ttwsm. awsj.^WS."'^''*'*'' 
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effect ; Ihtfy eontitrned, aa it then se«med. io pnmu 
m, and remai««l about th* boaU far half an hm. 
Mlien, tiiBiik Ood t tbey tliMppeareti witbtml having 
dwne u3 OHy injury- 

" AfHer snrmountine daneera and iliiliDutties Kteh 
.))>flFe sU ()estirJi)tion, we at leu^tb ri^^d. iba isn- 
ma^, and prepared to shape out course in the beat 
ra«LRnrr tlint clfcuinstanr-M wonid admit. The wmi 
blevr pre<rJBely trtna that point mi which it « 
maty ta anil In on\er to Tnnko the nem-est lafld. ill 
hour scurcely elrip»ed frmn the time the ship d 
until she fbunderi'd. The cruw were altvad; distri- 
buted in the followinif orfw; wbioh was aftoTrMdi 
Titoserved. In the cutter, which waa twente Jed 
ionj;, six feet firar iuohBg brood, and ttro ftat ai 
inches deep, were embnrkml three ladios and tajM, 
■Captiiin Richard TlioniaB of the navy, Iha V 
cOmmaiider of the schooner, Ilio niastn's 
■^liner, steward, parpenter, and eight voanu 
«n, eS;^eeh people. These, together with th» pm 
-visions, brooght the hoafs gunwale dovn 
«ix' or seven inches of the water. Some Idevafmr 
icrO^vded state may bo formed fhtra this ; but it k 
ftfiarcely possible for the imagination to concsiv&llu 
i^ttent of our snlFeringa in consequence of it. Intlv 
Ji!iHy-lKiat,whfch was fturleen fectfrom si 
flVe l^t three inches broad, and tWn feet deep; ««s 
•hibarked, Mr. Samuel Bargus, in 
Cdfonel GMTge Ciwft., <i! x!o* Tn«: I 
Oioards ; the ■bo&tawion, %»\mrfwR, as 
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»fhich TV* were enablej to Btiv«^ consisted or,b^ 
tween forty and S% pounds of biscuit, a- y^seifon-^ 
(ainiog five gallons o£ water, and also a.gn;BUrjug> 
and part of a barrel of apruce-beeri one SVQ-gaUog 
(Tssael of rum, a few bottles of pwtwine, with two 
compasses, a quadrant, a spy-^lass, and a small .tin 
JBug. The deok-lantem, which hod a few apar^ 
OBiidlea in it, had likewise been thrown, intu tba.Vujitj 
«ad the cook having had the precaution tu Eticur^tkif 
tinder'box and some matches that were kep( i^,^ 
bladder, we were enabled to steer by night. , ,^,.;,j 
" Tha wind was now blowing strong from the we^tj 
mud, with a heavy sea, and the day bad just dawnefL 
Satimating ouraelvea at three hundred qnd fifly miles 
dtstantfroro St. John's, in Newfoundland, with. ij)^ 
prospect of westerly winds cuaduuing, I found it,!^ 
cessaiy at once to use the strictest economy. Thf^ j 
represented to my companions in distress,— 7that ^ 
ireaolution, when adopted, should oo no account, be 
cluinged; and that we should begin by sufferujig • 
iprlrationa which, 1 foresaw, would be greater th^n X 
nenhued to explain. To each peirsou,. therefore, wei;^ 
ten'ed out half a biscuit and a t;lass of wine, wli|ifJ^ 
was the only allowance for the ensuing tweiity-Jj).m: 
faniM: we all agreed to leave the wal^r uati>UEhe4 
at loug as possible. During the time we. were getti^ig 
ODt the boats, I ordered the master to. throiy t)ie 
main-hatch tarpauling into the cutter,.whiclk, being 
ftfterwards out into Imgths, enabled us. fo faiKi ^ 
temporary bulwark agMnst ft* ■*^^- ^'^S^r^*'* 
J corpenlei: to eairs «a msRi 'w^'*«fe 
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^^B iiiai M bB could ; accoidinf^ly, amoag other tiuag 
^^B he bud pot a. Saw nail* into his pookete, and vai 
^^B paired the gunwale of ths cotter, larhiclt bad bl 
^^V stavtMl in hoistin)^ her out. Soon attet daij'lif^i 
^B nade sail, witii the jatl^baat in tovr, and stood c1b|| 
^H hauled to tin; northward and westward, 
^B tcavhinp; the oouat of Nowluundlsiid, 

H picked up hy ^roe vessel. We passed I 

■ iou, nearly as larg« as the &nl : nud nov said pr^ 

■ and returned thaukA tu God far our deliveranos, 

■ noon tvu mado on obMrvation, in latitude 4S° 33^- 

I St. John'a bearing vest three-quarters north, dill 

j^^B Ihreo hundred and fifty miies. 

^^H "WednL'sdny, the twenty-ninth of June, WBBiulMi 
^H {■ with liKht TitriaUe winds Avm tlie soulhwud 

mstward. WebHdi)aBseda long nndsLeeplesanigWl 
md I found myself, at dawn of day, with tvei^ 
tight persona anxiously looking up to nie fbr the dftj 
lection of OUT course, oa well as thr the distribution 
' Ibeir scanty oUowaiice. On exominins our pro 
tions, we found the bng of biscuit much dama£;«d 
■alt water, on which account it became nocessary. 
ourtail the allowance. All cheerfully aoquiescedj 
ftie precaution. It was now that I beeame more 
to the hioTorB of our situation. Wo all 
thanks to hesTon for piist mercies, and offe 
prayers for our safety. A thick fog soon afler 
on : it continued during the dtiv, with heai 
wiich, now!being Aea&tate rf: wi->^ Tacsn* i 
afforded us no reY\e?. Ow frKmft.^ 
tniidition was rendeted. .mtvtc 
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dMroughly wet, as no one had been permitted to tak* 
aMrethsn a great^viat nr a blanket, with the dothes 
drVs back. The oaw nf both Iwots were kept con- 
aKntlf g'Ktig, an>l we steeKd a, nnrtb-notlJt-^aaC 
course. All hands were ansinuEly lookia;; mit for a 
frtrange sail. At nonti, a, quarter of a. biscuit and k 
^lass of nim were served to each person. St. John's 
bare throe hundred and ten miles distant, but wa 
mule no obgetvation. One of the ladies af;ain read 
fnyera to us, particularly th<Ke for deliver; afler a 
tUxta, and those for safety at sea. Next morning w« 
were so benumbed with wet and extreme cold, at day< 
break, that half a glass of mm and a moutiiful of 
luenit were served out to each per«on. The ladies, 
who had hitherto refViaed the spirits, were now pre- 
TBiled upon to take the stated allowance, which 
&flbrded them immediete relief, and enabled then] 
the iHAtcr to resist the severity of the weather. Tha 
aea was moatiy calm, with thick fog and sleet ; ths 
nir raw and cold. We had kept at our oars alt 
nig'ht, and we continued tu row the whole of this day. 
Vba jolly-boat haTin;^ unfortunately put off from tba 
lAip with only three oars, and having but a small 
Mil, conycrted intu a, foresail fruni a tup-gaJlaat 
•teerin^sail, without needle or twine, we were ubligeJ. 
la keep her constantly in tow. The <9]tter. also, 
having lost two of her oars in hoisting out, wst now 
so deap in the water, that, with tlie least sea, she 
made but Uttla way ; so tliat we were not enabled to 
lUoSt niueb by the lii/;ht sfinda, ^^isait w« %«a. 
the joay-boat called nut, th&t \\x.«a ■««» ■«««■ '*■ 
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e6M Tm^ whttii had not been obcen«d beiort. <H 
ffciB ft small bil, »bintl the site of a noimeg, wn 
imtneitiBtely serr^ oat lo each perEun, and the n> 
mxindcr thrown trverboanl, as I ilreadod k mi^ 
innreiise our thiret, which we had no Menu of 
BSSiiBginif. At noou «e judged unrselves uben 
the ii^rth-eBsleni edge of the great hank; St. Jokn'« 
heoriitt^ west hy north two bundled and fixty-«i 
miles diEtant. INirftirmed diiine service. i 

''Friday, the ftrstof July. — During the great ptrtrf 
the 1a«t tweDty-four hours it blew a. hard gaJe of viui 
fiom the west-BOUth-west, with a heafy oonfused s» 
ttotn the same quarter. Throughout ther^ woe thkfc 
fog and sleet, aud the weather was exceasirely oM,i 
and the «pray of the sea freezing as it flew over tJH 
boatfl. rendered our situatiim truly deplorable. Atthil 
time we all felt a mnet paintiil depression of spiolit 
the w:tnt of nourishment, added to the (Mutmued add 
and wet, had rendered us almost inuapable of ex^rtiaib 
The very contlned space in the boat would not adml 
of our stretching our limbs; and several of tfaemeA 
whose feet were cunsideralily swelled, repeatedly 
railed out for water- But, on my reminding them uT 
the resolution we had made, and of the absolute ne- 
cessity of perseveriojj^ in it, they acknowledged -tin 
justioe and propriety of my refusal to comply widi 
their desire ; and tiie water remained untouched. 
We stood to the northward and westward at the oow 
DieQcement of t\»e gaic ; VA toe t'a.vxRt -tiaa so low is 
tke water, and tad, aHa^^^ so m^issV »^*, ^^Mfc^v 
Were obliged .to ca*l oEtiie sdi-jAiraaS*' 
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very soon lost sight of her in tho fog. Tte \V9r 
lucky circumstanca was productive of' the utmqft 
diatrese to us all. We had been Tuy&«d to cxertwn 
from a double moth'e; and iha uiieettLunty offlVftf 
Bgiun meeting the caropEoiiona of our misfiictuiiw 
excited the moat aaute aiflictioD. To add to tUa mir 
sery of our Hituation, we lost, alont; with tlut boat, n^t 
only a. considerable quantity of our etores, but'mitb 
them our quadrant and spy-glaui The ^le,^ 
creaaing with a prodigious heavy sea, we brought 
the cutter to, about four in the afternoon, by hea^it^ 
the bout's sad loose over the bow, and veering ittn^ 
with a lope bent to each yard-arm, which kept bi|T 
head to tlie aea, so as to break ita Ibrce beftns.it 
reached ua. In tho course of this day theie^Wwe 
repeftled exclaraattiNis of a strange sail, although I 
knew that it was next to an impossibiUly to diicwaf 
anything, owing to the thioknesa of the fog, Yi% 
these exclamations escaped from tho several seamei 
nith snch apparent certainty of the object being theid, 
that I was induced to put the boat before the witid 
to convince them of Iheir error. As I then saw, in a 
very strong point of view, the consequenoes of sudt 
doria^n, I took occasion to remonstrote with them 
mi the subject. I represented, ivith all the persuaBion 
(tf which I was capable, that the depression arising 
trota dinappointment inftnitely ovarbnlanoed the mo* 
aientary relief prooeedinR fhDtn Mieh detalivo expdjt- 
tatktnH, and exhorted them riot to allow such. fam»e.& ta 
break out into expression. ViniOT »ft ■Cti(SR'WK;««^ 
atwices, (he ladies, witli a tetwixa Mi\wiV to -»«* 



can describe, particularly oflered to us Ihe best es- 
Binple« of patience and fortituile. Joimog in prajw 
tranquil! iscd oax miiids, &nd inspired the eimsolatoif: 
bijpo of bettering our conditian. On snch occasiont 
we wera all bare-beaded, notwilbstandin^ the UKMl 
sant showers. St. John's, at noun, bene west bf 
north, one hundred and forty-eight miles distant^ 
but we had no obeervatiiH]. 

" Saturday, the secirad of July. — It rmned bar* 
during' the nieht, and ths ould btcame go seveve llwt 
hitrdly one in the boat -ttan able to move. Our baads 
and I'eet were so swelled, tliat many of thean beeaoM 
quite black, owing to our confined stata, and tbneM^ 
Btant exposure to wet and eold weatliet. At if^ 
break I served out about the third of a wine-gUat'ltf 
nun to each person^ with a quarter of a biscoil, ant 
hofiDre noon, a small quanlitj- of spruc«-betr, irtiillr, 
ofibrded us ttreat relief. During th« earlier pwf itf 
this day it blew stroni; from the southwud and wetf 
ward, accompanied with foggy weather ; tawarc^ aoott 
moderate btccKOS prevailed from the nofthwaiil anil 
eastward. At half-past eleven in tiie fbrenouDi a uiL' 
standini;; to the uorth-icest, was dist^^'ared in It^ 
eastward, Our joy at such a sight, with the imii*^ 
iliate hope of d^tirerenoc, ^ve us all new Ufei Ji 
inunediutety ordered the people to sit as close id 
possible, to prevent our having the appearanrs of 
armed boat: and having tied a lady's ^Kwl 
bosl-hook, 1 raisftA TO\w\i aa ■«^V as 1 eould. 
/rom the bow wa\eivl!i.s\u'ft%a''^o^ ■»«»>^'6J«»- 
ahow mo. 
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" Uaiing hauled alose to the vinA ne neared each 
ather fast, and in le&d than a quarter of an hour wo 
percmed the juUy-boat. Our not recognizing hes 
■ooner wns owing lu an kdilitiunal Bail hsvii^ been 
muie for her out of one of my bed sheets, which had 
been accidentally thrown into the boat, and was Ml 
aa a bonnet to the foresail. I cannot attempt to d»- 
scrihe the various sensations of joy and disapptrint- 
mant whioh were successively exprcaaed on the eonn- 
tenaneeB of all. As soon aa we approachsd dio jolljr- 
boat, we threw out a tow-rope to her, and bore away 
(o the north-west. We now mutually inquired into 
the state of OUT respertive crews after tbe iate dread- 
fid gale. Those in the jolly-boat had suffered from 
swelled bands and feet like ourselves, and had undn- 
goiie great anxiety on our accouut, concluding that 
Te bad perished. Tbe most singular circumstaDce 
was their having steered tiro nights without any )i°^I; 
and our meeting again, afUx such tempostuous wea- 
ther, would not have happened but from the inicr- 
positicHi of Providence. Guarding [gainst a similar 
accident, we made a more equal distribution of our 
provision; and having received two bottles of nine 
and same biscuit from thejoLly-bout, we gave her com- 
pany tome rum in return. Our hopes of deliverance 
httd now been buoyed up to the highest pitch. Tbo 
esutauent arising from joy perceptibly began to Inaa 
its effect, and to a state of artificial streogtU suo< 
oeeded such despondency, that no entreaty or act^ 
meat caald rouse some of t\ie Bien. eseo.Xfi'^***"^" 
noB esartions of mgkmg sail. \l«t 'iis Sa^'°^ 
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acrred nut awine-^lBss AiU of VBtei to llio French 
cafituia. and sevurol of ibc people wlia appested Oi 
bavD aiifiiired niMt. 1 liad earoestly cautioned tlK 
crew a^oiiist tasting ealt-wster: neverchelfsa si 
of tbcm bttd talcoD capious drau^ts of it,iuHl hm 
deliriouE ; some wew amied with violent orstapt, ud 
twitching of tho stomocli and liowels. I agaiu U 
oocasion to jwint out to tho rest of tbam the cxtrei 
danger of xneh imliscrelion. At noon, St. Jobn's 
bwe a hundred and ten mikf . Wi: obtained n 
olmervetion of the sun this daf. Perfonncil dhne 

" The cold, wet, and hunger, wliich vie GXp«n-' 
enoed the fbllowinK duy, are not to be descKM^ 
Ihey rendered our condition very de^iloTEtble. At 
eight in the eveoinif, ha\in^ a stronj^ breeze fam 
the loutliwird. ne stood under all the canvas w* 
ODuld Hprtuid, the jolly-boat foUoivin^ in onr nalit. 
and rowinpr ti kcc'ti up nitU us. The Pranch capuiiu 
who for lome days had Inbourod under de&pondencj- 
admitting of no consolation, leapt overbiiard in ■ 
ddirinm, and instantly sunk. The ontter wns t 
tine gomir bo fust tluvugh die wuteri and tho W 
being lathed to the i^nnwalo. it wrald have been hv^ 
possible to hqto him, even had he Hoated. Om 4t 
the other pri^ners in ttio jolly-boat became ■ 
ragcmiH, that it was necessary to tie hinj to the bot- f 
torn of the bout. The melancholy fate of the poor I 
coptain, wbota \ Vai \eiHW. ■"! wsjswa, pertwpi I 
affected «ib aX fiia^ «*«'* %«skW^ Sobh. ibs^-^m. ' 
person; for ontb<i iW^ tii <sst ««^*s«,»*««<^-V« 
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making the diftribution in tiie boats, and consideriBg 
in whioh I was to place him, he came lo lue in{th.' 
tUTsin hia eyes, imploring me not to leavohimtci 
pariah with the wreck. IiiBsiired him that I had never 
entertained such an idea ; that as I had been the aifci- 
dentolcause of his misfortunes, I should endeavour t6 
nake his situation as easy as 1 could ; and that as we 
were all esposed to the eame dan^^r, no should sur- 
^ve or perish together. This assurance, and tlte 
trape of being speedily excliacG;ed, if ever wo reached 
flieland, operated for a while in quieting his nand,' 
but fortitude soon forsook hira, and the raw spirits, 
tOTPhiuh lie had not been accustomed, producing the 
moat dreadfully intoxicating etTects, hurried on the 
fatal catasli'ophe. IVc were all deeply aflected by 
tilis incident; indeed the most trifling accident oc 
4i«ippwntraGnt was sufficient to render our irritablB 
6late more painful, and I woa myself absorbed with 
tucli melancholy as to loee all recollection for many 
beurs. A violent shivering had seized me, which 
iKtumed at iutervab ; and us I had refused all Buet»- 
nance, my state was very alarming. Towaida night, 
I M^oyed for the first time three or four hours' Bound 
sJiWp; apors|Nration came on, and lawi^easfromft 
itexm, tree irom delirium, but painfully eltve to thio 
hiTnirE that surrounded me. 

'"The acii continued to break so much over the 
bonte, that tboso who had strength enough vera 
aUiged to bale without intormiaaiotv. tteae -^Nis. »»• 
in the Bteni of the cutter -were sa wjoSa^'A, *<«*-]^ 
wsM diSouH for any one to ?u\. taa Vwoi. 
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pwket: anri tbe ^feater port of the crew la.y iuwiiuip 
in Ibe bottoiu of the buU. Th« return of the dan;^ 
brougbt US no relief but its light ; the sun had 
nevOT cheered us but once duriog the whule of out 
perikius voyajte : and thoae among us who obtained b 
rupted hours c^ sleep awakeued to a faH 
B of misery. A very huavy gak aroaa 
fran the southward, ftca>nniei»ied with so tremendou 
a eea, that the sreatest vigilance van necessary p 
mauaffuiK the helm, for the boats would ba\'e braadHd 
to from tbe sUKhlest deviation, and occasiotied our 
iaevitable destnictioli. We scudded before the vio^ 
especline erery returning wave to overwhelm 0^ 
but, throush the pttnidence of God, we weatheied t^ 
Btorm, which, towards night, begau to abata. Wb 
had now run the distance that we supposed ourac^Vf* 
from St. John*s ; howevM, the thichness t£ the fbg 
prevented ub from seeing to any great eKtent. T^ 
words evening we passed several pteois of rock-wi^ 
and soon after Captuin Thomas saw the wing of H 
hai^ditwn, an aquatu^ bird frequenting the cgaet ft 
^Newfoundland, wliich is often eaten by thefiehermai 
This aRbrded ns great hopes of our approaching tiu 
land, and all haiiila were eagerly occupied in obaen- 
Hig what passed the hoats. About this tioie * 
beautiiiil white bird, web-fboted, and not uslibe ■ 
duvo in siae attd plumage, hovered over the a 
head of the cutter ; and notwithstanding the [Htchiog 
of the boat, frequently attempted to perch on it, and I. 
continued fluttering there until dark. IVifliog W It^ 

Ike 



such on incident in»j a^v^u, "«« ^ <uinudend it* j. 
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tbe bird left us, anil then returned 
with its presence, awakened thit BUfierstitioti ia.4|P 
minds ta which sailors m« at »ll times uiid M^ 
prone. We indal^red oursriveB with the most «■«• 
htoiy asGurnnees, that the stinie Hund wliit^ kti 
tn«vided this so1su« t« our distreeses, would Mttcwato 
118 from the surrounding dai^ers. Thetu Mflg 
wery reason to condnde ouraelvaB well in with tbf 
land, the fete who were able to move ware now oaOti 
Qpon to make the effort to save llieir lives, by i iiiii ia^ 
and taking advanUige of tbe little breeze that tkm 
prevailed. It was strongly orged to them, that 
chould tile wind come off the shore in tbe tnoming, 
and drive us to leeward, all exertions to rc^ciun it 
-mi^hl then be too late, ae, indepeEidetit cif out feebte 
£tate, the provistoRB, with all pusHible eoonomy, couU 
not last more than two days, and the water, wkieh 
fa&d aa yet remained utrtouofaed, eacoept in the ia* 
I Vtances before mentioned, could not liakl out iSMii 
jlcmger. Wc< had been six day* aod ntghtiWMtMIt^ 
met and cold, and without uiy other sutenttM* tJIRi 
j'Aqll&rter uf a biscuit and one wtae-f^loaaaf liquid ftf 
I twenty-four hours. Tlte men who Jud appewwd to- 
[tally indiflbrent respecting their fate, now suamioned 
|t^ resolution ; and as many ae wete etftable of nuviug 
.Itom the botttnns of the boats betook themselves to 
^Hm oars. As tbe morning dF Mottday dawned, the 
[4bgbe«.me so thick, that we ottuld not see verv ^ 
*oni rfae boat. During tbeTagtAii«\t»6.>w«a,'a.\A(ei. 
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to in^ucohfiv crew t». exert dumselveSiby XMruj^k 
We n^aUi IpEt aigtit oC her, and I peroeived that titie 
ualucky. ' accident w»B beginning to oxiiila great. ubt 
easiness unionE us. We wore at tliia periiMl somuob 
reduced^, that llie tauat tnUing. retoark or excUnBt 
tiuD a);itiit(!<l m very muoli. . 1 thuwfuie found it 
oecusHury U> ciuiliou the people agiuiuit being decewetf 
by tlie afipHiraucQ of land, or calling out until »$ 
WOK quite coaviiiceil of its reality, more especially U 
feg-bunka are often miitaken for land. Several i/( 
tho poor fellows, nevertheless, repeatedly exdaimtd 
tbay heai^ breuJierd, and some the Ariug c^ gun»( 
aod, to uwgi the tcuth, the sounds we ihd liear'bBif 
aueh a resemhlaJiceto Uiu latter, that I concluded so 
vessuls had ^t an shore, and were making siguaU i|f 
distress. Tlie Quse.afterwaols pruved to be the bbi* 
iog of whalee, of which we saw a great niunbw 
Soon aiter day-light the sun rose in view for ti$ 
second time since wo quitteii the wreck. It is worllll 
of remark, that during the seven days we vera ii 
boats, we ne\'er hail an opportunity of taking as 
eetvation, either of the eun, moon, or stars ^ neitbv I 
could we once dry our clothes. The fog at longlb 
beginning to dispel, we instantly caught a glimpse <if 
the land within a mile's distance, between Kettle 
<Jove and Island Cove, in Conception Bay, fourtetS 
leagues from the harbour of St. John's : almost at 
the same instant, we had the inexpresBible satis&> 
tion of discovering ftie "io'i'j -'WaX sai- ^"n^saana, MW 
tk& shore, atauiing oK lowoiia ms., \-,."*MSa.iSB 
vara possible for ms ^ 4«wsfcft ««W 
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thia interesting moment, Froia tbo ' eonafant wa(cV 
isg' and fatigue, and also from the kn^or and Aa- 
pression produced by our exliausted slate,' auch aom- 
nildated irritability was lirOught on, that the joy (tb 
speedy relief affected u9 ril in a most reniarkable way: 
Many burst into tears ; Bome looked at each othfflr 
ViSx a stupid stare, as if doubtfnl of the reality of 
what they saw; while somewere in so lethargic a con- 
dition, that no consolation, no aniraattng wotds, conlrl 
»use them to esertion. At this afffecting period, 
tbongh overpowered by my own feelings; and im- 
pwsBed with the rEcoUeetionof our Buffprings, and tho 
Bight of so many deplorable objects, I proposed 
efibring up our solemn thanks to heaven for tbe 
rairaoulous deliveranoe. Every one cheerfully as- 
sented. As soon as I opened the prnjet-book, 
whirfl I had KMiired the last lime I went down 
to my cabin, universal silence prevailed. A spirit 
of devotion was so siogAilorly manifested on tim 
occasion, that, to the benefits ot a sense of reli- 
gion in uncultivated minds, must be B«cnbed that 
diwipline, good order, and exertion, which even the 
tight of land could scarcely produce. Ttie service 
being over, the people rcqnestod to have & pint of 
grog each; but dreading the consequences of such 
indolgence, t mixed some mm and water very weak> 
and distributed to every one a small quantity. The I 
BChooner being within hail, and (tnr situation being j 
made known, she hove to and received ua ao. W&x&, J 
and our boQis were ta\i.cT\ in Xo-m. Ti\b ■^•«^ wsS*"-;' 
DOW with difficulty te tebtiavniA feQi». ^»^'*^'^^'**^ 
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aad repeated druichta of wMer, i 
^iuli. several feU fi;reat incuDvenience from tbe sud 
<lialenswD ol' the Stomad) ; but hj rA>aeTv'm{2 gie 
eauiiaii al^iwards, no otber aiiuster eSects ensi 
Tlic wind having blowu with tcreat violencQ from 
tbe coast, we did not reacb the landin^-pJaoe at Is] 
Cove until four o'clock in the evening. Ail 
women and children, with two or three fiahenoon, 
reaC of the men hoinK abaenl, oarae doini Ma 
beacli, Had appearing <leeply affected at eur siln4 
a«eibtcd tu lifting- us nut of the vessel. Thi$r| 
helped to carry us up the craj;;^ recks, Dvet<id 
ve were obliged to puss to get to their habitali 
JtwaBmnstfortunatethBt wefellio withthelandsl 
Island Cove. A Ferj fevr miles to the northwuA 
coast is ina«cesBible, and lined ivith dangatous nd 
loek, which we should have poshed for in the iu^4l 
ve Men tbein. Our situaticni had become so th| 
mte, that i had rosolwd to land at the first ploal 
eould make, and ia that ease we must all hafv 
tubed. The differeot ftahing-huts were constru 
of pine logs, The three tiidies, Colniwi Ciiuke, C 
lain Thomas, the maGter, end mys^, wcra cnndiu 
to the home of Mr. Lilly, a planter, w^o received 
with great attention and humanity. This small 
lage afforded neither medical aid nor fresh prorkii 
both of which, we so much required, potatoes and 
flsh being the only food of the inhabitants. I tb 
Ibra resolved tu lose no time in jmiceeding to 
Joba'a, ami hired a smali schooner tbr that purpw 
' . " On the se%-en.th. o£ lul^ « 



s. S4T ' 

divirioBa; themostinfinn were placed in tSiesehoooer; 
die mastei's innt« had charge of the euKer, and the 
boRtsvainof thejoUf-bDat; but such woe the exhausted 
state of the whole part^, ^at the day y/aa considervblj 
•dranced before we could get under weigh. At tWo 
in the aftemoon we made sail, with the jolly-hoat in 
tow aad llie cutler in conipaay, and stood along the 
coast of Newfoundland, with a favourable breeze. 
Towards duak it began to blow hard in squalls off the 
l&nd, when we Icet sight of the cutler, and were obliged 
$«on after to eome to an anchor without St. John's 
harbour. We entertained great apprehensions for 
the cutter's safety, particularly as she had no grapnel, 
kst she mi^t be diiven out t«) sea ; but at daylight 
■we perceived her and the schooner entering the har- 
bour. The cutter, we learnt, tbrtuuatdy fell in with 
a fishing-Tessel, to which' she made fast during the 
night. The ladies. Colonel Cooke, Captain Thomaa, 
and myself, conducted by Mr. Lilly, left the schooner 
when she anchored, and, notwithstanding the extreme 
dArkness and badness of the night, readied the shore 
in the jolly-boat. No house being open at so late an 
hour, we wandered for some time about the streets ; 
but at lengtit we were admitted into a small house, 
where we passed the remainder of the night on chairs, 
as there was but one miserable bed Ibr the ladies. 
Early on the ibilowing day, ourciicumstanoes having 
been made known, hundreds of peq>le crowded down | 
to the landing-place. Nothing could. atixfA. "iktas. 
aurpriee on seeing the boatft ftisA \iaA. t^awA. ^«i&- I 
and-tweaty persona auch a ^aXaooe otm. *■ 'W'^*^^'*! 
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sen ; und trhen they behead M many misenble olijeot^ ' 
IhayoDuldDMcoilcanlemQtioiuaf pitrandcoaReni.'i' 

woited on Brigadier-General Skerrit, wbo cwaamndeA ' 
the garriaon, and who, immodintoly on learning our 
ritnatton. ordered a part}- of saldiere to take tkepm^ 
out of the boats, and, with the utmost IcindnesB sat 
hmaoaikf, diret^d beds and every ne«essaiT artiatft ' 
td be pnreliaSed for the Crew. The greatest eircinil< [ 
apection wtts IbUnd nocessory in administering notfl i 
rii^hmcnt to tbemen, Several of the crew were a4 i 
m<irh frost>'tnTten aa to require constant ^iirgi^ ' 
oisi«lnnne ; and it was arranged thnt they ehmill 
oontinoe at St, John's imiil they were in a fit con** 
tinn to' be carried to Hahftix, for which pnrpose'J 
hired a schooner. '* ' 

" Being anxious to retiirnto England,' I eoga^er 
the cabin of a small vessel bound to Oporto ; and on ' 
the eleventh of July embarked with Mrs. Fellowes, i 
Colonel Cooke, Captain Thomas, Mr. Bargus, the ' 
master, and the colonel's servant, who, during the ' 
voyage home, lost several of his toes in consequenca I 
of what he had suffered. The master's mate was left , 
to take charge of the ship's company, and was di- 
rected to conduct them to Halifax, whence they . 
would be enabled to return to their own country by , 
the lirat opportunity. After taking leave of our ho»- ; 
plable friends at St. John's, and recommending tba t 
com/ianiona of our distveases to their protection, wo i 
;>ut to sea with favouiaWa-fleatVei. "Ow«i't«.'"i^a8B | 
o/' fifteen days, weba4a.iew Si&cA'iW'^n w 
such as pumping coTvtinuaW-j.tottaiN'--^ 



leak in a gak of nind, and we were obliged lo tluQW 
overboard a, coBEiilerable part of lier vargo,. v)uub 
eoDsUled of tail fish. i . - 1 1 n u 

, " On the twenty-»i\th of July we fell in wi^ nil 
Ameriuiiii sliip, tho BtieV>l Trader, of New Voik. 
JThe owner, Mr. WiUiaoi Cowley, on beiiif,' told one 
diatressed situatioa, and. llmt wb liad been. slu]i~ 
nreoked, immediately bove to, und, nitli a beue^'a• 
lemc and bmaaaitiy that will ever.retlect tlie highest 
honour on hia ehuractor, reH)ei\'od ua on butuil, aud 
biougbt us safe to Bristol, where we arrived, ta uun 
great happioesE, on the third of August. Theiper^ 
G<ms £av«d, besides the oflioera and. crowi. were two. 
yreiwi seamen, .Mra. Fellowes, oind ftv* paBBeng:?)ri^i 
Mrs. Scolt, Miss Cotenham, LleuteaaoXr-CpiaAtJi 
Cgol^i^nql Captain Rk'hard Thomas Q£|b».iiBSR'^' 
n.. I..,.. .■:-.■ .- i...n.k'.,ril 
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